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T O 


HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS 

FREDERICK, 

DUKE OF YORK AND ALBANY , 

FIELD MARSHALL, 

AND COMMANDER IN CHIEF OF HIS 
MAJESTY’S FORCES. 


SIR , 

When this volume firft made 
its appearance in the world, your Royal High- 
nefs was young in arms. Since that time, an 
enemy fo very fuperiour in force, as that you 


have 



DEDICATION. 


have in the courfe of two long and aftive cam¬ 
paigns been appointed to face, hath given ample 
fcope to the exercife both of your conduft, and 
your courage ; and in the refult hath eftablifhed 
both. 

A new edition of the work being called for, 
I beg leave to place it under the protection 
of your Royal Highnefs: whole military ardour 
led you to the field, and whofe fituation in life 
calls you to the command of armies. 

And while I leave to the faithful page of hif- 
tory, to recount the fpirited exertions that have 
on ever)' occafion diftinguifhed your Royal 
High- 
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Highnefs’s condutt in the field; permit me to 
exprefs the warm wifh which every honeft Briton 
owes, that the military fame of the Britifh arms 
may long flourifh under your adminiftration, 
which has been already diftinguilhed by a mark¬ 
ed encouragement of merit, and ftrift attention 
to military difcipline. 

I have the Honour to be, with the greatefl 
Refpect, 

SIR, 

Your Royal Highnefs’s devoted 
and moft obedient 

humble Servant, 


R. SHEPHERD. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


THE fubfequent pages, were written at a time, 
when the author’s inclination direfted his views to a military life: and 
the courfe of reading he then adopted had an afpett to that profeffiou. 
While engaged in thofe purfuits, the colle&ion of ftratagems made by 
Polyamus he read with fo great pleafure both as a claffical and mili¬ 
tary production; that he was induced to employ fome leifurc hours in 
habiting the author in an Englilh drefs. But, in refpeCt to his line of 
life, changing afterwards his dcfign, with his intended profeffion he laid 
afidc the Undies that attached to it: and the following tranflation re¬ 
mained more than thirty years untouched and unnoticed in his dcik. 
Till by fome means, which he can fcarcely explain, it broke its con¬ 
finement, and found its way to the perufal of the Marquis Corn¬ 
wallis: who recommended the publication of it, as a work, if the 
tranflator may be permitted to ufe his Lordlhip’s own words, that 
would prove an acceptable prefent to the Britilh officers. 


Si.SICE. 



ADVERTISEMENT. 


Since that time the extraordinary conduct of a neighbouring na¬ 
tion having provoked almoft all Europe to arms; Great Britain of too 
much confequcnce in herfelf and her connections to remain an idle 
fpeetator of exertions calculated to involve the world in feenes of anar¬ 
chy and confufion. found it neccflary to take the field. Her navies 
were fummoned from her ports; her armies to foreign fervice: her 
militia are embodied at home; and the country afiiimes a more military 
compiection, than it hath for fome time paft been accuftomed to wear. 
At this period, and in this flats of things, the author hath been in¬ 
duced to hazard on the public the following pages. 

He is aware that the world has little to do with this detail, nor at 
all concerned about the motives that induced him either to tranflate 
or pubiifh: but hs conceives it a duty, which he owes to himfelf, with 
the work to obtrude on the public his apology for it. Left he fhould 
appear to have mifemploved his time in the profecution of ftudics very 
different from thofe, which his profeflion might have been fuppofed 
to fuggetl. 

IIis profeliion, as well as his difpofition, leads him to wifn die 
prevalence of univerfal peace: but he yet fees no characters of the time 
appear, when we “ fliaii beat our fwords into plough (hares, and our 
fpears into pruning hooks:” a period notwithstanding, which on the 
fare word of prophecy he firmly trulls will come. But of that period, 

which 
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which infinite wifdom hath predetermined, with humble patience we 
muft wait the approach: and in the mean time, as wife and good 
citizens, it is our duty to endeavour to fecure ourfelves in the 
poffeflion of order and peace by every means human prudence 
can fuggeft. 

And this he knows not by what other means, than the arm of pow¬ 
er, is to be effected. For he is not fo wild a politician, as to fuppofc, 
thole defirable objects of fecurity and peace are to be prcferved to a'great 
nation without armies: and armies he is free to acknowledge imply war. 
But let it be at the fame time obferved, that the term war does not ne- 
ccffarily involve in it deflation, oppreflion, and diffraction. Let it be 
called an evil j but, in the name of common fenfe, let it be acknow¬ 
ledged a neceffary one. And when it is conducted by men of virtuous 
difpofitions, and truly great minds; the objeCt of it is to procure the 
bleffings of peace. “ It is that, ‘ fays an antient writer of the firft emi¬ 
nence, 1 for which we bear to be expofed to danger and fatigues of every 
kind, 1 '* The objeCt of it, even with regard to our enemies, is no 
more than a conviction of injuries, an amendment of conduCt, and a 
reparation for wrongs. RefpeCting ourfelves, when directed by pru¬ 
dent counfels, it is fecurity and peace. No wife man ever attacked his 
neighbour, for the fake of returning victorious from the field. And 


Polybius, L. 4. C. I. 
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when war is undertaken by thofe that are unwife: it is a confidera- 
tion that conftitutes the reafon, why the wife fliould be in a condition 
to repel fuch attacks; it forms an irrefragable argument for being pre¬ 
pared by military arrangements, and what the quiet fpeculadft may in¬ 
dignantly call a parade of the pride of war. 

There exifts an inftance in the prefent ftate of Europe, to which 
allufion has been already made, and which exemplifies many of the above 
reflections. A great and powerful nation has flatted forth, and with 
a degree of boundlefs philanthropy undertaken the Herculean labour of 
reducing jarring interefts to general acquiefcence, harmony, and union: 
the one great objeft of her endeavours, to conciliate to the world uni- 
verfal peace, and fraternize mankind. But fuch is the imbecility 
of human nature, when they have held out the benevolent hand to 
fraternize ; even that virtuous nation, big with benevolent dcfigns, 
have fometimes been obferved to draw it back, clinched with the full 
grafp of opprelfion. 

And philcfophers as .;u.y are, they have not been fo unenlightened 
as to imagine the general billing of peace could be p.omoted, or fo 
fanciful as to form an attempt to eflsbUut it, r>t.:ji lie than by force of 
arms. They have not been fo abided as to .-.j.-e the great cmfe they 
had in \lew could be accompliihed by tin : ;ce of real on, the de¬ 

mands of j uriice, or the plea of hum....;. ; . They have in arms travelled 

feas 
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fcas and land, to make profelytes to it. In foreign ftates they have 
thundered with their cannon, and undermined with their emiflaries: but 
in the great work the progrefs they have made is fmall. And even 
at home we obferve among them no fymptoms of the benign blellings 
of peace: though indeed they boaft of having laid the foundation ftone 
of the great work, in having Jhivered the fceptres of Princes, and over¬ 
thrown the altars of God. 

But though there may be fome advantage in acknowledging no 
power fuperiour to our noble felves, in founding our conduct on pre- 
fent utility ; and laughing at the narrow prejudices, that manacle the 
reft of the world: that line of thinking, and fo loofe a rule of aCting, 
may have its inconveniencies too. For fuppofing there fliould be a fu- 
preme Being, that fuperintends human aftions, that rules this world 
with uncontroulable power, and governs every moral movement in it 
with adorable juftice; I muft not diffemble how far a reflection, which 
one of the following ftratagems hath fuggefted, carries me; and, re- 
fpeCting that heroic people, how much it hath alarmed me for their 
fuccefs abroad, or even their fafety at home. It is the laconic harangue 
of Agefilaus to his little army, on his adverfary having attacked him 
in direft breach of oath. “ Tifaphemes, * faid the brave Spartan,’ I 
thank for his perjury: by which he has made the gods his enemies. 


* Dupont’s Speech in the Convention: 


and 
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and our allies. Let us therefore, my lads, march out with besoming 
confidence, in conjunction with fo great auxiliaries.” And my 
author proceeds to tell me, that fpirited by this lhort harangue the 
general led them forth, and obtained a complcat victory. On this 
little portion of antient hiftory I leave our Gallic neighbours to make 
tbeir comment. 



PRELI- 
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PRELIMINARY DISCOURSE. 


Th 0 U G H the perfonal circumftances of an author 
have it mult be acknowledged little concern with his works; yet it 
is obfervable, that we can not intereft ourfelves much in thefe, with¬ 
out wilhing to know fomewhat of the other. Short however is the 
account that hath reached us rcfpe&ing the author of the following 
pages: of whom we learn little more, than that he was by birth a 
Macedonian; and, that tile early part of his life was paffed in arms. 
But, whether influenced by his love of letters, or other motives of pru¬ 
dence, he afterwards retired from the aftive feenes of his profeffion; 
and exchanged the fword for the gown. 

In this new fituation his integrity and learning, his eloquence and 
abilities, recommended him to the notice of the Emperors Antoninus 
and Verus; who honoured him with a civil employ of truft and dignity. 
It was then that he found himfelf at liberty to refume his military 
Andies, and in his clofet to contribute to the improvement of that 
profeffion; for which, in his addrefs to the emperors prefixed to the 

firft 
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firft book of ftrctagems, the reader will difcover in him a ftrong pre¬ 
dilection. Partly perhaps to gratify fuch his inclinations, and partly 
to pay a tribute of gratitude to his patrons, what leifure hours he could 
fteal from his civil engagements, he devoted to the following collection, 
of military ftratagems. 

The original work has come down to us incompleat: and what is 
ftill more to be regretted, in that which has reached us the text is to a 
very great degree mutilated and corrupted. So that much was to be 
fupplied, even in the bare attempt at a faithful tranflation. And, 
added to thefe defects, the brevity, with which the author relates cir- 
cumfiaoces, fometimes renders the detail apparently imperfect; and 
fometimes flings a fhade of obfeurity on it. The tranflator has there¬ 
fore every where endeavoured to explain the flratagem, as well as to 
tranflate it; and rather to give the author's meaning, than a literal 
veriion of his words; whenever the one did not clearly and fully con¬ 
vey the other, or where he has fufpected the text to have been cor¬ 
rupted. And, nude and unadorned as the original is, the concifenefs, 
the author obferves in his relation of facts, befides the difadvantages 
above alluded to, creates aifo a famenefs in his mode of introducing 
the relpective detail, and an uniformity in his manner of conducting 
it; which has in fomc inftances induced the tranflator a little to deviate 
from the form of narration which occurs in the original, in order to 
avoid as far as might be an apparent poverty of diction, and to give as 
much cafe and variety to the ftile, as matter fo fettered up is capable 
of receiving. At the feme time he hath not prefumed to flourish in 
defeription. 
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defcription, nor to add circumftanccs to the general narration, which 
the author did not thin!? ncceffary to introduce. What the reader is 
to expect, the tranflator has thought it thus ncceffary to apprife him. 

The critic, who looks for fentiment, or defcription, will be difap- 
pointqd : but he mud recoiled that Polyamus wrote for military men j 
that fads conftitnted all that was neceffary to be attended to; and that 
the more concifely they were to be detailed, fo much the more eafily 
would they be retained in memory, brought together as in a fynopfis, 
and be as occafion offered ready for pradice. Indeed in lb vaft a coj- 
ledion of llratagems had our author been more citcumftantial in his 
relation of fads, and ftudigd variety and expreflion more than was 
barely neceffary to elucidate them; inftead of occupying his leifurc 
hours, the undertaking would have engrailed every hour of his time: 
and hjs work would have formed a hiftory of wars; and not, as he 
intended it, a colledion of llratagems. 

With regard to the tranflator, if the concifenefs, which the 
author hath been noticed fo uniformly to obferve, has occafioned him 
fome little difficulties 5 he muff acknowledge his talk to have been in 
other refpeds light, in not having to contend with fome very great 
ones. The work exhibits no nice form of expreflion to be ftudioufly 
preferred, no beauties of defcription to he copied, no turn of fentiment 
that requires the fupport of correfpondent didion to communicate to 
it weight and fignificancy. The author’s aim was a Ample detail of fads: 
the endeavour of the tranflator has been to render thofc fads with fide¬ 
lity s fometimes affuming a fmall liberty in the mode of relation. 

c Respect: 
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Respecting the original, though the text be much corrupted, the 
Rile of Folpcnus is claffical, and even elegant: though he abound not 
in fentiment, or defcription, his matter is interefting, and entertaining; 
and his various anecdotes, interfperfed throughout the work, are often 
better calculated for marking out the temper and character of the per- 
fon reflectively alluded to, than a regular detail of facts conduced by 
the hiftorian to explain the whole feheme and fyftem of his conduct. 
And it appears to me fometvhat extraordinary, that Polyaenus is an 
author fo little known; and one of thofe few Greek dallies, who have 
never made their appearance in an Englilh drefs. For this however 
fome reafons may perhaps be aliigned. Military men generally enter 
too young into the profedion, and are too much engaged in active 
fervice, to have leifure to cultivate the ftudy of fo neglefted a language 
as the Greek. And thofe on the other hand, whofe time is devoted to 
literary purfuits, have feldom much tafte for authors, whofe works re¬ 
gard only military operations. 

The whole collection, if entire, would have confuted of nine hun¬ 
dred ftratagems; containing the exploits of the molt celebrated generals, 
of various nations, fetched from ages remote as the page of hiltory 
will reach, and carried forward to our author’s own time: fo wide was 
the field he traverfed of annals, hiltories, and lives, in the profecution 
of his delign; T r,- (r;jnymj Ki;™;, a manual, as he terms it, of 
the fcience of generallliip. And in fo large a collection if fome Itra- 
tagems occur, that bear a refemblance to each other, fometimes with 
little variation employed by the fame general, and fometimes on differ- 
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cnt occafions copied by others; the reader will be rather furprifed that 
he finds fo few inftances of this kind, than led to have expected none. 
Some will ftrike him as unimportant, and fomc are not properly military 
ftratagems. Some devices again will appear fo ludicrous and abfurd ; 
as nothing but the barbarifm of the times, the ignorance and fuperfti- 
tion that in fome Rates prevailed, will reconcile to credibility. The 
ftratagems however that rank under thofe clafles are few: the work 
in general was executed with great judgment; and, as tire author 
himfclf obferves, he had employed upon it no fmall degree of pains. 

Poly.'enus was a man of eminence: and, though he might have 
quitted actual fervice in early life, for military fcience equally dif- 
tinguifhed, as in his juridical character. And this collection of ftra¬ 
tagems he confidered as a work of fufficient importance, to juftify his 
pretenfions to the patronage of the emperors: who honoured the author 
with their confidence and attention. And in fo high a light was he 
held as a military writer, and of fo great utility was the work before 
us efteemed ; that Frontinus, a Roman knight, ftimulated by the re¬ 
putation it had obtained the author, publiflied a new performance, of 
the fame nature, and under the fame title of military ftratagems. Of 
which authors, fays a very competent judge of literary merit,* who¬ 
ever will take the pains to enter into a comparifon; he will find it 
ftrcngthen the argument of the great fuperiority of the Grecian to 
Roman writers. 

Since the introduction of gunpowder it muft be acknowledged that 
* Is. Cafaubonus. 


the 
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the art of war has undergone a material alteration. But though the 
manner of engaging be different; feafons, ground, forage, furprifcs, 
retreats, and all the manoeuvres that flow from thefe fubjects of mili¬ 
tary operation, are much the fame as they were a thoufand years ago; 
and frill as practicable. Thofe andent manoeuvres, whichthis collection 
records, employed in effecting retreats, are fo various, that on appo- 
fite occafions, it is conceived, many of them might with fonts variation 
under the prefent fyltem of war be practifcd with fuccefs. Stratagems 
alfo in communicating and intercepting intelligence are equally advan¬ 
tageous at all times; and may in fome inftances be as practicable now 
as formerly, and muft be as ufeful too. In ambufcades the antient 
generals feem ever to have placed great confidence: and throughout 
the following llratagems it may be obferved, whenever they efcaped detec¬ 
tion, they always decided the victory. A thoufand or two thoufand men 
after the enemy’s lines are formed, and they are unprepared to receive 
them, fhewing themfelves at fome critical period of the engagement, 
were found of greater effect, than three times the number from the be¬ 
ginning of the engagement openly marflialled againft them. Woods', 
fhrubby ground, and ditches, every one knows how to convert to thofe 
purpofes. But in the courfe of the following ftratagems we are inffruct- 
ed, that even plain ground will ferve the purpofe: and fometimes more 
effectually, as being by the enemy lefs fufpedted. A final! eminence 
properly occupied has often been found effectually to Ihclter an anr- 
bufcade; or the banks of a river; or a piece of ground has in the courfe 
of a night been fcooped out for the purpofe: from whence a caution 
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is fuggefted, to reconnoitre the ground as near the time of an intended 
aCtion as poffible. Iphicrates, of whofe ftratagems Polyjenus has re¬ 
corded more than fixty, remarks that he once neglected to reconnoitre 
his ground, and then he narrowly efcaped being furprifed by an arn- 
bufeade. 

How to guard againft mutinies in your own army, or quaih them 
when excited, and how to promote them in that of the enemy ; how 
to impart confidence, refolution, and fpirit to your own troops, and 
imprefs the hoftile army with terror, diffidence, and diftnayj how to 
keep your own forces together, and win over thofe of the enemy to 
defertion and revolts; thofe are arts in which the difference of arms, 
of bullets and javelins, of mortars and catapults, it is apprehended 
can effect no great alteration. And interfperfed throughout the work 
occur fo great a variety of excellent military precepts, rules, and 
maxims, that if not practicable in the great fcience of conducting ar¬ 
mies under any fyftem of war, and at any day, they will at leaft be 
fatisfaCtory in the illuftration they afford of many points in the fcience 
of war, as it was praCtifed two thoufand years ago. They are the re- 
fult of the experience of the greateft generals of the world: amongft 
nations where the glory of individuals, and at a period of time when 
the fafety of ftates, were centred all in military atchievements. And 
if to be well verfed in a fimilarity of cafes, though perhaps not exaCtly 
and in every correfponding circumftance at all times equally practicable, 
prepare men the better for counfel or aCtion on emergencies, that may 
fuddenly prelent themfelves; fo far a general acquaintance with thofe 
ftratagems 
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ftratagems may fuggeft hints, which may be found of poffible fervice. 
Or at leaft a knowledge of die various ftratagems that have been practifcd, 
may tend to guard againft limilar devices in the enemy, or modern im¬ 
provements on them. 

Independent however of that military knowledge; and thole po¬ 
litical maxims with which the work before us is replete; it is in other 
refpects both amuiing and inftructive. The lively repartees, and pri¬ 
vate anecdotes, which occafionally occur, that fertility of invention in 
difeovering refources, and promptitude of mind often difplayed in dif¬ 
ficulties, and on fudden emergencies, thole various inftances of unlhaken 
refolution under adverfity, of intrepidity in dangers, of contempt of 
fufferings, with which the work abounds, intereft the mind, entertain, 
and improve it. Little incidents in public characters are fometimes 
noticed; which contribute to iliuftrate or explain hiftorical facts, in 
the page of formal hiltorv perhaps doubtfully infinuated, or obfeurely 
reprelented. The manners of the refpectivc countries and times are 
often Itrongly marked in the ftratagems which refer to them; their 
habits, genius, ltrength, and population are occafionally introduced: 
and the policy and connections in particular of the feveral ftates of 
Greece, their public animolities, and the private pique of individuals, 
that were the fources of continual wars, are developed. The manner 
in which the folJiers lived in camps, their fare, their employments and 
amufements, the following miicellany exhibits; and forms a valuable 
body cf antier.t military hiftory. 

Every hero of antiquity is there brought as in review before us: 
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and in his actions we Re his abilities and defects, his habit and temper 
of mind, more clearly and in ftronger colouring, than in general de- 
feriptions of him at the head of armies, and in public feenes of life. 
Some characters even in tliofe days of barbarifm prefent themfelvcs, 
whole excefs of virtue we may admire: but more of extreme profligacy, 
and difavowal of all principle, which we mult deteft. And it affords 
matter of agreeable reflection; as war is unavoidable, to compare the 
civilized manner, in which it is now conducted, with that in which 
it was carried on in antient times: when oaths were ufed only to de¬ 
ceive, and favage power knew not the nice reftraints of virtue. Let 
the infidel conlidcr this, and queltion his own bread: j whether chrif- 
tianity, even as flu- as the intcrefts of this world go, has done no 
good: whether human nature be not melioriated by its influence even 
in that ftate, in which it difplavs moll ferocity.* 

Having adverted to certain particular military operations, which 
it is fuppofed might under the prefent fyltem of war admit of ftrata- 
gems in affimilation to many that occur in the following collection; 
it may not be unacceptable to the reader, to fee thrown together fome 

* T.'iis is a fuhjeci, which Paulus Oraufius hath largely difeuiled; and if any one Ihould 
think it a point that wants evidence, he will there find it llitisfactoriiy proved. He flourilhed 
early in the 5th century, and wrote the hiftory of the world, after the manner of Juftin: 
continuing it down from the firft records of antiquity to his own time. Whether we con- 
fidcr the period in which he lived, when the change of manners introduced into the world 
bv chriliianity might be more particularly confpicuous; or the courfe of ftudies he had pur- 
fued, and from which he muli have been rendered well acquainted with the manners of the 

the point on which I refer to him. 


Of 
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of thofe general rules, as well refpecling civil policy, as manoeuvres 
in tlie field, which lie difperfed in the following ftratagems, either 
particularly inculcated, or plainly inferrible from them. And fucli 
brief recapitulation will perhaps ferve as a clue, leading to the ob- 
lervaticn of many other articles of inftruction, that will occur to 
die reader in the courfe of the volume: which without being thus 
fought for might elude his notice. For there is in Polyasnus no re¬ 
gular ferics of hiftory; nor in the excellent rules and maxims, he hath 
fuggelted, hath he obferved any general fyftem of detail. They are 
interfperfed without order; and iffultfrom, the beft of all leffons, 
experience. 

Among the antient Greeks, their generals were their ftatefmen: 
and fome hints might therefore be expected from our author, of civil 
as well as military import. Such is the danger he obferves, and the 
precaution neceflary, in employing foreign troops, and the little 
confidence to be placed in them. The danger indeed is not fo great 
now, as in more uncivilized times: but the confidence to be placed 
in them is pretty much, and from the nature of things ever mult be, 
the fame, 

We experience the horror of civil difientions, and are inftrufted 
how cautious we Ihould be to guard againft the fource and caufes of 
them: while we fee painted as it were before our eyes, from how fmall 
circumftances fuch difientions have been fometimes produced; and how 
eafily in their infancy they might have been Rifled. 

In feveral inltan es are wc led to cbferve the difference between 
treaties, 
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treaties, to which one party is induced by the then circumftances of 
the time, and peculiar exigences in their affairs; and thofe, which are 
founded on mutual difpofition to cultivate them, and equal inde¬ 
pendence in the federating powers. We learn from experience, with 
how fteady an eye ftatefmen fhould look to thofe two points: which 
wilt inftruft them, where principally to direft their caution; and 
where more fecurely to place their dependence. 

The ftratagems, which relate to the weakening of a powerful ene¬ 
my, to diffolving confederacies, gaining time by treaties, and procuring 
intelligence, may be confidered as addreffed to ftatefmen, as well as 
generals; and to pertain to the cabinet, as much as to the camp: 
they are not confined to particular periods, arc capable of being im¬ 
proved on, and may be accommodated to any times and occafions. 

First in the train of antient military manoeuvres may be noticed 
the choice of ground: for this camps are drifted, movements made, 
and a variety of fubordinate manoeuvres praftifed. And in forming 
this choice the general, we find, confidered, not only, nor always 
chiefly, the pofition in which he may himfelf aft with moft advan¬ 
tage ; but that, in which the enemy can aft with leaft. „ 

From obferving in a vaft variety of inftances the effefts of confi¬ 
dence, it may be concluded a matter of no fmall confequcnce, ftrongly 
to imprefs it on the troops. Whatever it is coolly determined to at¬ 
tempt ; the object is half effefted, in poffeffing your army with an 
affurance of being able to effeft it. 

From the praftice of experienced generals is inferred the differ¬ 


ence 
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ence of operations required; when the army is afting in a foreign 
country, and when the feat of war is in our own. In the latter cafe 
the general lies by, defends, creates obllacles, harralfes, lkirmifhes, 
and carries on a war of polls. He with great deliberation weighs every 
circumllance ; before he engages in a general action, and ventures on 
fo momentous an enterprife as a decifive battle. On the other hand, if 
the enemy's country be the fcene of aftion, he cautioufly rifles detach¬ 
ments ; yet he never fuffers his troops to lie idle : he is conftantly pur- 
fuing a fuccefiion of new enterprifes; by which he encourages the ala¬ 
crity of his own troops, and intimidates the enemy; by the lure of 
hope engages to himfelf allies, and by the influence of fear detaches 
them from the interefts of the enemy. 

The penetrating mind of able chiefs in the examples before us calls 
our attention to a nice inveftigation of the difpofition and character of 
the adverfe commander: from whence, by way of illuftration reducing 
the conteft as it were to Angle combat, he learns in what parts he is 
particularly to guard himfelf, and in what with bell effeft to ftrike. 

Cautions abound refpe&ing the impolicy of prelling a vanquifli- 
ed foe too hard, driving them by unreafonable requifitions to a Hate 
of defperation, and forcing them to be brave. They inftrucl how to 
conquer, and how to ufe a conqueft; as well as another and no mean 
part of generallhip, when to renounce the hopes of victory. 

Instances there may be in individuals, where eafe and diffipation 
do not daltardife the mind: but we have no inllances, where they do 
not daltardife an army. Thw belt generals have allured us it is fo: 

ajid 
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and the rules, we find laid down by them to guard againft fuch conta¬ 
mination, are to provide and promote, as well in camps, as in times 
of moft profound peace, amufements and employment that may require 
ftrength and activity. In camps, where military rules and difcipline 
prevail, we fee the laurel thrive : it loves not the foil, in which the 
rofe and myrtle delight. For this truth we need but look into thofe 
of Philip of Macedon, and Scipio. In fuch camps it is, that patience 
in bearing fatigues, iirmnefs in combating dangers, and, in a word, 
that courage is learned. For courage, experience afTures us, is acqui- 
fitious : and for that reafon, raw and undifeiplined troops mull ever 
contend at a great difadvantage with thofe that have lived in habits of 
military difcipline, and been trained up in the fchool of war. 

Acts of cruelty to an enemy are always reprehended, as never an- 
fwering any valuable purpofe. On the other hand a variety of inftances 
are produced: evincing that clemency is always attended with good 
effedls. 

The firft and principal ingredient, required in the compofition of 
a great general, the flighteft acquaintance with the military charafters 
that form the fubjeft of the following colle&ion will evince to be cou¬ 
rage. Other qualifications are neceffary to compleat the character: 
but cdurage is that principle, without which it cannot exift. In the 
great mafs courage, it has been obferved, is acquifitious : but it is not 
fo in a commander. In the former cafe, the mind is moulded into cou¬ 
rage by habit and example: in the latter character the individual Hands 
alone. In his fituation, he may give example, but can not receive it. 
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If therefore he be deficient in courage; that defeft will cling to his 
mind through life. Age may add to, but will not cure, it: a cool and 
cautious young man will never atchieve any thing that is great. That 
coolnefs age will freeze into coldnefs; will manacle the hand of enter- 
prife; and withold it from daringany thing, becaufe in iflue every thing 
is uncertain. While on the other hand youthful ardour age correfts j 
and experience to great exploits matures it. Intrepidity marks not 
a mind, that can not fee danger; but which feels refources, that raife 
the foul above it. All the admonition therefore, that intrepidity wants, 
is fu named up in two or three llratagems: the import of which direfrs, 
not to attempt nothing; but, as far as prudence can fee, and precaution 
guard, to fecure ever}’ thing; to meet in contemplation every adverfe 
contingency, and above all things to difcard every idea of fecurity; 
however great the commander’s flrength, however marked his fuperio- 
rity, to neglect nothing, which, though apparently unneceflary, had 
better be done; becaufe, it is a poor excufe, after a negleft has occa- 
fioned a milcarriage, to fay “ who could have thought it ? ” * 

But it is not my intention to write a commentary on Polyanus. 
My objeft in thofe few premifed reflections, flowing from fome of the 
following llratagems, is only to evince that he is an author as initruft- 
ive, as he is entertaining: and that, while he amufes one clafs of read¬ 
ers, he is capable of affording hints that may be purfued with advan¬ 
tage by another. 

« See Book III. Ch. is. Str. n. 
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AT the time the preceding ihcets.were printing, the author being at a diftance 
from the prefs, the reader’s candour is befpoken to the following errors. 
Page. Line. 

i 15 per poffiblj* be of feivice— read, be of poQjble fervice. 

13 13 For imperiatorial— read, imperztorial. 

23 13 Fcr which, after— real, which after. 

26 10 Fcr port— read, poll. 

41 23 Fcr eventual!}— read, ultimately. 

51 I Fcr firatagems, I —ready firatagems I. 

52 6 Fcr Bifander— nad, Pifander. 

58 2 Fcr Cuocnouiitj-nreadj fuperiority. 

88 2 Fcr when— read, but. 

94 I Fcr Antonius— read, Antoninus. 

103 4 Fcr Iphicrates, during— read, Iphicrates during. 

106 i Fcr fuperiounty—rra <4 fuperiority. 

114 8 Fcr left— read, left. 

117 . 28 FcrVctouc—rcad, 

134 19 Fcr to the befieged a flag of truce—ran/, a Hag of true c to th e befieged. 

•37 , 2+ Per however— read, yet. 

186 26 Fcr as fooa as— read, when. 

202 19 Fcr in that— read, in the other. 

•202 20 Fcr the other— read, a different. 
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243 14 Fcr inferiour— read, fuperiour. 
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308 13 Fcr rode full (peed up— read, rode up full fpeed. 

317 2 (of the note} Per chapters— read, ftratagems. 

317 2 (of the note) Far Mafavicius— read, Maafvicius. 

6 Fcr Pithu— read, Pithus. 

II Fcr Bebracians— read, Bebrycians. 

15 Fcr (ana— read, from. 




POL Y JANUS’S 


STRATAGEMS OF WAR. 


PREFATORY ADDRESS 

TO THE EMPERORS 

ANTONINUS and FERUS. 


X H E expedition, your facred majefties, Antoninus and Verus, 
have undertaken againft Perlia and the Parthians, the gods, your own 
virtue, and the Roman bravery, that have ever hitherto crowned 
your arms with conqueft, will now alfb attend with fuccefs. I, who 
am by birth a Macedonian, and have therefore as it were a national 
right to victory over the Perfians, have determined not to be entirely 
ufelefs to you at the prefent crifis: and were my conftitution robuft 
and hale as it has been, you fhould not want in me convincing proofs 
of a Macedonian fpirit. Nor, advanced as I am in years, can I bear 
to be left behind without fome efforts of ferviee. Accept, therefore, 
illuftrious chiefs, in a colleftion of ftratagems employed by the moll 
diftinguifhed generals, this brief fubfidiary of military fcience; which, 
by exhibiting as in a pi£ture the fortitude and experience of former 
commanders, their condudt and operations, and the various fuccefs 
that attended them, may in fome inftances poffibly be of ferviee to 
A yourfclves, 
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yourfelves, your lieutenants, colonels, captains, or whomfoever you 
may thin!- proper to inveft with military command. 

Fortitude conquers by dint of fw-oid; while fuperiour con¬ 
duct by art and ftratagem prevails: and the greateft reach of generalfliip 
is difplayed in thofe victories that are obtained with the leaft danger.* 
In the heat of conflict to hit upon an expedient that lhall decide the 
conteft in your favour, without waiting the iffue of a regular battle, 
is the moft infallible criterion of military capacity: and this I have 
always conceived to be a favourite fentiment of Homer—for what 
elfe can he mean by thofe frequent expreflions, “ either by artifice or 
valour;” but that we (hould firft employ ftratagems and device againlt 
the enemy; and if thefe fail, that valour and the ftrongeft arm mult 
carry it. 

If we admit his authority', Sifyphus, the fon of Aeolus, was the firft 
of the Greeks who employed ftratagems in war. 

“ With happy Ikill in war’s devices bleft, 

“ Thofe realms Aeolian Sifyphus polfefs’d.” 

The fecond, famed for thofe devices, according to the fame au¬ 
thority, was Autolycus, the fon of Mercury— 

“ Whofe royal brows the vigor’s laurels grace, 

“ The gallant father of a valiant race; 

“ His ftratagems in war and peace proclaim 
“ The warrior’s wifdom, and the monarch’s fame.” 


* SimHar is the obfemtien of Vegetius: — “ Able generals,”, lays he, “ are always 
attentive to ftratagems: bccaufe in open aiSions the rift is on each fide equal; but the 
facccfs of a ftratagem throws the lofs entirely on the enemy.” 

Veget. b. 3, c. 9. 

Nor 
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Nor do I apprehend the fabulous account of the transformation 
of Proteus into animals and trees, to fignify more or lefs than the 
variety of artifices he praftifed againft the enemy. 

As to Ulyfles, we know he particularly valued himfelf on his 
ftratagems and devices. 

“ I am Ulyfles, and in fldll to frame 
“ Deceptive wiles, unrivall’d is my fame.” 

To the fertility of his genius in artifice and expedients the Grecian 
heroes attributed the final conqueft of Troy. 

“ Yourfchemes, your plans, effefiled Ilium’s fall, 

“ And hurl'd deflrudtion on the Trojan wall!” 

And the fame high compliment is paid him by others: 

“ And Troy was taught more fatal far to feel 
“ Ulyfles’ counfels than the Grecian Reel.” 

The various ftratagems he employed againft the enemy Homer 
frequently celebrates. He reprefents him, " with felf-infli£ted wounds 
deformed," revolting to the enemy. The wooden horfe, which Epeus 
by die inftruction of Pallas built, was his device. Nobody alfo, the 
wine, the firebrand, and the ram, may properly be termed 
ftratagems, which he employed againft the Cyclops. Such too were 
the flopping of the ears of his crew with wax, and the lafhing of 
himlelf to the mail, in order to prevent the baneful influence of mufic. 
And what will you fay to the beggar's purfe, and the deceptions im- 
pofed on Eumaeus and Penelope ? 

11 His was the art inftruftion to detail, 

“ And fa£ls inculcate, under fusion's veil.” 

2 The 
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The boxing with Irus, the removing from the fmoak the arms 
of the drunken young men, and the fixing the bow at the door; —were 
they not all military ftratagems ? But enough of thefe, and other in- 
Itances of fimilar import, adduced by Homer. 

How do the tragedians reprefent that ftratagem which Ulyfles 
employed againft Palamedes r The Greeks, in folemn judgment, de¬ 
cided in favour of Ulyfles; who had fecretly depofited in the other’s 
tent the barbarian gold: and thus, over-reached by artifice and ma¬ 
noeuvre, was that accomplilhed general falfely convitted of treafon. 
So far the fcenic documents of the tragedians. 

But the following collection of ftratagems I have extrafted from 
the faithful records of hiftoty, related fuccinctly, and with what per- 
fpicuity I could-, the whole comprifed in eight books, which contain 
nine hundred ftratagems, beginning with thofe of Bacchus. 
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POL YUNUS’S 

STRATAGEMS OF WAR. 


BOOK I. CHAP. I. 

BACCHUS. 

Bacchus, in his Indian expedition, to gain admittance into 
the cities, inftead of gleaming armour, habited his troops in white 
linen and deers’ Ikins. Their fpears were adorned with ivy, and the 
points of them concealed under a Thyrifus. His orders were given 
by cymbals and tabrets, inftead of trumpets; and, intoxicating his 
enemies with wine, he engaged them in dancing.* From hence was 
derived the inftitution of the orgies of Bacchus, which are only com¬ 
memorations of this, and whatever ftratagems elfethat General praftifed 
in his conqueft of India, and the reft of Afia. 


* This might have been effected by prefcnts of wine and invitations to feftivity, or by 
feigned flights, and ftores of wine purpofely left in his camp. In rude times, and among a 
barbarous people, either flratagcm might be praftifed with fuccels. But the former feems 
to be the deception in this place alluded to. 


2. Bacchus, 
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2. Bacchus, finding his army unable to bear the exceflive heat 
of the Indian climate, pofiefied himfelf of the mountain Tricoryphon; 
one of the tops of which is called Corafibes, another Condafce, and 
the third Menon. On this mountain are the memorials of his birth ; 
it is fertilized with a variety of fountains, abounds in wild beads, 
produces plenty of fruit, and the air is cooled with continual fnow. 
His army ftationed here ufed fuddenly to (hew themfelves to the bar¬ 
barians on the plains; and, lhowering down on them large flights of 
arrows from thofe high and craggy precipices, obtained eafy conquefts. 

3. After Bacchus had fubdued the Indians, with them and the 
Amazons he formed an alliance, and took them into his fervice. Pe¬ 
netrating into Baftria, whofe boundary is the river Sarunges, he 
found the Bactrians had poffefled themfelves of the mountains above 
the river, in order to difpute his pafiage. Encamping therefore on the 
river fide, in face of the enemy, he ordered the Amazons and his own 
women to ford it; expecting that the Bactrians, in contempt of the 
women, would quit their pods on the mountains, and attack them : 
which they accordingly did. And the women retreating, were purfued 
by the enemy to the oppofite bank. The ftratagem fo far fucceeding, 
Bacchus at the head of his troops furioufly attacked, and, thus fur- 
prifed and embarralfed as they were with the water, defeated them with 
a great {laughter, and palled the river himfelf without further danger. 

CHAP. II. 

PAN. 

PAN, a general under Bacchus, was the firft who reduced to a 
regular fyftem the marfhalling of an army: he invented the phalanx, 
and ranged it with a right and left wing; from whence he is ufually 
reprefentcd with horns. Viftory always fat upon the ftrongeft fword, 
till he pointed out the way to conqueit by artifice and manoeuvre. 

In 
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In the midft of a barren defert Bacchus was by his fcouts in¬ 
formed, that an immenfe army of the enemy were encamped a little 
above him. The intelligence was alarming; but he foon found himfelf 
relieved from his embarraffment, by a ready expedient of Pan, who 
ordered the whole army, in the filence of the night, on a fignal given, 
to let up a loud and general lhout. The Unrounding rocks, and the 
cavity of the foreft re-echoed the found, and impoled on the enemy 
an apprehenfion that his forces were infinitely more numerous than 
they were; and, feized with a general confternation, they abandoned 
their camp, and fled. From the circumftance of this ftratagem the 
nymph Echo has been feigned by the poets to be the miftrefs of Pan; 
and from hence alfo all vain and imaginary fears are termed Panics. 


CHAP. III. 

HERCULES. 

1. HERCULES, determined to extirpate the race of Centaurs 
from Pelium, yet inclined rather to aft upon the defenfive, than 
commence hoftilities, refided a Ihort time with Pholus: where, 
opening a veflel of fragrant wine, he and his companions took the 
charge of, and watched, it. The neighbouring Centaurs, allured by 
the fmell, flocked together to the cave, and feized the wine. Hercules 
therefore, to punilh the injuftice of thieves and robbers, attacked and 
flew them. 

2. Fearing to encounter the fuperior ftrengthof the Erymanthian 
boar, Hercules had recourfe to artifice. And as the beaft lay in a 
valley, which was full of fnow, he annoyed him with ftones from 
above. The boar at length enraged, roufed himfelf, and, with great 
violence fpringing forwards, funk into the fnow. Thus entangled in 
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it, and unable to exert himfelf, he became an eafy capture to the af- 
failant. 

3. Hercules, in his expedition againft T-roy, as foon as he landed, 
advanced to give the enemy battle; at the fame time ordering the pilots 
to put back a little to fea. The Trojan infantry foon gave way; while 
their cavalry pulhed to the fea, in order to poffefs themfelves of the 
Ihips; but thefe floating a little off from land they were not able to 
gain; and, finding Hercules, who had returned from the rout of the 
infantry, on their quarters, thus hemmed in by the enemy on one 
fide, and the fea on the other, they fell an eafy vifitim to the con¬ 
querors. 

4. Is India Hercules adopted a daughter, whom he called 
Pandea. To her he allotted the fouthem part of India which is 
fituate towards the fea, dividing it into three hundred and fixty-five 
cantons. Thefe cantons he charged with a daily tax; and ordered 
each canton, by turn, on their ftated day, to pay the royal ftipend. 
So that, which ever of them firft refufed the tax, as it refted on the 
others to make it good, the queen might depend on their aid and 
affiftance in compelling the due performance of it. 

5. Hercules, having taken the field againft the Minyans, whofe 
cavalry in a champain country were formidable, not thinking it fafe 
immediately to hazard a battle, previoufly diverted the courfe of a river. 
This was the river Cephiffus; which bounds the two mountains Par- 
nafius and Hedylius, and fhaping its courfe through the middle of 
Bsotia, before it vents itfelf into the fea, difrharges its ftream into a 
large fubterraneous cliafm, and difappears. This chafm Hercules 
filling with great ftones, diverted the river upon the plain where the 
Minyan cavalry was ftationed. The plain prefently became a lake, and 
the cavalry thereby unferviceable. Having thus conquered the Mi¬ 
nyans, he opened the chafm again, and the Cephiffus returned to its 
former channel. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. IV. 

THESEUS. 

THESEUS, in his battles, ufed always to have the fore-part of 
his head fliaved, to prevent the enemy’s advantage of feizing him by 
the hair. His example was afterwards followed by all the Greeks; and 
that fort of tonfure was from him called Thefeis. But thofe who were 
particularly diftinguifhed for this imitation of Thefeus, were the 
Abantes, whom Homer thus characterizes: 

-“ Their foreheads bare, 

“ Down their broad ihoulders flow’d a length of hair.” 

CHAP. V. 

DEMOPHON. 

IN the cuftody of Demophon was kept the palladium, which had 
been committed to his care by Diomede. This, on Agamemnon’s demand¬ 
ing, the real one Demophon gave to Bufyges, an Athenian, to carry to 
Athens; and kept, a counterfeit one, made exactly like the original 
palladium, in his tent. When Agamemnon, therefore, at the head 
of a large body of troops, came by force to feize it, he drew out his 
forces, and for fome time fuftained a fharp eonflift with him; that 
fo he might the more eafily induce him to believe, it could be no other 
than the original, for which he would have fo refolutely contended. 
After many had been wounded on both fides, Demophon’s men gave 
ground, leaving the unfufpefting vittor triumphantly to bear away 
the counterfeit palladium. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. VI. 

CRESPHONTES. 

CRESPHONTES, Teraenus, and the fons of Ariftodemus, agree¬ 
ing to fhare amongft themfelves the government of Peloponnefus, 
concluded to divide the country into three parts, Argos, Sparta, and 
Mefiena; and, while they were deliberating by what mode to proceed in 
afiigning each his property, Crefphontes, who had fixed his mind upon 
Mefiena, advifed, that he whofe lot was firft drawn fliould have Sparta, 
the fecond Argos, and that Mefiena lhould be the portion of the third. 
His advice was followed, and they caft lots, which was done by throwing 
each a white ftone into a pitcher of water; in (lead of which, Cref¬ 
phontes having moulded up a piece of clay, in refemblance of a ftone, 
caft it into the water, where it was immediately difiolved; and the other 
twoftones coming out afiigned Argos to Temenus, and Sparta to the fons 
of Ariftodemus ; whilft Mefiena was allotted to him, as the determi¬ 
nation of fortune. 


CHAP. VII. 

CYPSELUS. 

IN the reign of Cypfelus the Heraclids engaged in an expedition 
againft the Arcadians; from whom if they received prefents of hofpi- 
tality, they were warned by the Oracle immediately to conclude a peace 
with them. Cypfelus therefore, in the harveft feafon, ordered the 
hufbandmen, after they had reaped the com, to leave it in the high way; 
a grateful prefent to the foldiers of the Heraclids, of which they rea¬ 
dily availed themfelves. He afterwards went out to meet them, and 

offered 
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offered them prefents of hofpitality: the favour of which, recollecting 
the Oracle, they declined accepting. “ Why this refufal ? ‘ replied 
CypfelusYour army, in accepting our com, has already received 
our prefents of hofpitality.” By this device of Cypfelus were the 
Heraclidas reconciled to peace, and entered into an alliance with the 
Arcadians. 


CHAP. VIII. 

HALNES. 

HALNES, King of Arcadia, when the Lacedemonians were 
ravaging Tegoea, felecied the moll able and vigorous of his troops, 
and polled them on an eminence above the enemy, with orders from 
thence to attack them in the middle of the night. The old men and 
boys he ftationed as guards before the city; and commanded them, at 
the time he intended the attack, to kindle a large fire. Whilft the 
enemy, furprized at the fight of the fire, were wholly intent upon that 
quarter, the ambufeade fell on them, and obtained an eafy victory; 
thofe who efcaped the fword, fubmitting to the chains of the con- 
querour. And thus was accomplilhed the prediction of the Oracle. 

“ I give you to Tegaea to advance, 

“ And there in fatal Heps to lead the choral dance." 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. IX. 

TEMENUS. 

TEMENUS and the reft: of the Heraclidae, intending an ex¬ 
pedition againft Rheium, difpatched fome Locrian revolters, with in- 
ftruclions to inform the Pelopennefians, tliat they had a fleet at 
Naupachim, on pretence of failing to Rheium; but that their real delign 
was a defcent upon the Ifthmus. On the credit of this intelligence, 
the Peloponnefians marched their forces to the Ifthmus; and by that 
means gave Temenus an opportunity of taking Rheium without op- 
pofition. 


CHAP. X. 

PROCLES. 

WHILE the Heraclidae, Prodes and Temenus, were at war with 
the Euryfthidre, who were at that time in pofleffion of Sparta; 
they were on a hidden attacked by the enemy, as they were facrificing 
to Minerva for a fafe paflage over the mountains. Prodes, little dif- 
concerted, ordered the flutes to march on before; after whom the 
foldiers advancing in arms, infpired by the numbers and harmony of 
the mufick, preferved their ranks entire, and, eventually, defeated the 
enemy. From this experience of the influence of mufick, were the 
Lacedaemonians taught to retain flutes in their army; who, advancing 
before them to the field, always founded the charge. And I can from 
my own knowledge aflert, that the Oracle had promifed victory to the 
arms of the Lacedaemonians, fo long as they continued the ufe of flutes 
in their army, and fought not againft thofe who did retain them. The 

battle 
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battle of Leuctra verified the prediftion: for there the Lacedaemonians, 
without the mufick of flutes, engaged the Thebans, who always ufed 
the flute in battle j in which inftance the God feemed direftly to have 
pronounced the Theban vi&ory. 

CHAP. XI. 

A C U E S. 

WHEN the Lacedaemonians entered Tegcea, which was betrayed to 
them in the night; Acues gave his men a particular fignal, whereby to 
diftinguifh each other, with orders to flay all who did not know it. This 
fignal all the Arcadians knowing, alked no queftions; but the Lace¬ 
daemonians, not being able to difcern their friends in the night, were 
obliged to inquire before they encountered any, whether they were 
friends or enemies; and, thus difcovering themfelves, were inftantly 
difpatched by the Arcadians. 

CHAP. XII. 

THESSALUS. 

THE Baeotians of Arna having made war upon the Thcflalians, 
Theffalus, by a happy ftratagem, reduced them to terms of peace, without 
the hazard of a battle. Waiting for a dark and gloomy night, he 
difperfed his men about the fields, with orders to light torches and 
flambeaus, and poll: themfelves in different places on the tops of the 
mountains; fometimes raifing their lights above their heads, then 
lowering them again; thereby to afford a more doubtful and uncertain 
fpedtacle. The Baeotians, on fight of the furrounding flames, fup- 
pofing themfelves involved- in a blaze of lightning, were thrown into 
confternation, and became fuppliants for peace. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIII. 

MENELAUS. 

MENELAUS, returning with Helen from Egypt, was forced to 
put in at Rhodes; of whofe arrival Philixo, who was then mourning 
the unhappy fall of her hulband Tlepolemus at Troy, being informed, 
refolved to revenge his death on Helen and the Spartan : and, at the 
head of as many Rhodians as fhe could collect, both men and wo¬ 
men, armed with fire and ftones, advanced to the (hips. Menelaus, 
thus afiailed, the wind not permitting him to put to fca, concealed the 
queen under deck; at the fame time drefling one of the moll beautiful 
of her attendants in her royal robes and diadem. The Rhodians, not 
fufpecting but that Ihe was Helen, difcharged their fire and ftones on 
the unfortunate attendant. And thus, fatisfied with the ample fatif- 
faclion, as they thought, they had paid the manes of Tlepolemus, in 
the death of Helen, they quietly retreated; leaving Menelaus and 
Helen to purfue their intended voyage at leifure. 


CHAP. XIV. 

CLEOMENES. 

IN a war between the Lacedaemonians and Argives, while the 
armies were encamped in front of each other, Cleomenes obferved that 
every tranfaclion in his camp was betrayed to the enemy; who took their 
meafures accordingly. When he ordered to arms, the enemy armed 
alfo; if he marched out, they were ready to form againft him. When 
he gave orders for repofe, they did the fame. Whenever therefore he 
lhould next ifliie publick orders for repall, he gave private directions 

that 
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that the troops Ihould arm. The publick orders were as ufual con¬ 
veyed to the unfulpefting Argives; whilft Cleomenes, advancing in 
arms, attacked them with luccefs, unarmed, and unprepared to oppofe 
him. 

CHAP. XV. 

POLYDORUS. 

TWENTY years had the Lacedemonians harafled the Meflenians 
with a war, in which they had been continually foiled: when Polydorus, 
pretending a rupture between himfelf and Theopompus, difpatched a 
revolter to the enemy's camp, with information that they were at va¬ 
riance, and had divided their forces. The Meflenians, upon this re¬ 
port, obferved the motions of the enemy with particular attention. And 
Theopompus, agreeably to the information they had received, decamped, 
and concealed his army at a little diftance from the fpot} remaining in 
readinefs to aft, whenever occaflon might require. The Meflenians, 
feeing this movement, and defpifmg the inferiority of Polydorus’s army, 
in a body Tallied out of the city, and gave him battle. Theopompus, 
at that moment, upon a fignal given by his fcouts, advancing from his 
ambufeade, made himfelf matter of the empty abandoned town j and 
falling upon the Meflenians in the rear, whilft Polydorus attacked them 
in front, gained a compleat viftory. 

CHAP. XVI. 

LYCURGUS. 

i. THE method Lycurgus took to enforce his laws upon the 
Lacedemonians, was, on enafting any new law, by repairing to Del- 
phos; there to inquire of the Oracle, whether it would be advantageous 
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to the repubiick to receive it, or not. The prop’netefs, wrought upon 
by the eloquence of a bribe, always affirmed the expediency of receiv¬ 
ing it. Thus, through a fear of offending the god, the Lacedaemonians 
religioufly obferved thofe laws, as fo many divine oracles, 

2. One command of Lycurgus, functioned by the Oracle, was this: 
“ 0, Lacedremonians, be not too frequently engaged in war; left by 
that means you alfo teach your enemies the military art.” 

3. Another advice of his was, always to give quarter to thofe 
who fled; left otherwife the enemy Ihould judge it better to hazard their 
lives in a brave refiftance, than be fure of lofing them by running 


CHAP. XVII. 

TYRTiEUS. 

THE Lacedaemonians, previous to an engagement with the Mefle- 
nians, formed a general refolution either to conquer or die: and when they 
came to bury their dead, that they might each be diftinguifhed by their 
friends, had their names engraven on their fhields, which were fattened to 
their left arms. Tyrtsus, to make an advantage of this device, by inti¬ 
midating the Meffenians with an account of it, gave private orders that 
frequent opportunities fhould be offered the Helots of revolting; who 
no fooner obferved themfelves lefs ftrictly watched, than many deferted 
to the enemy, whom they informed of the excels of the Lacedremonians’ 
defperation. Intimidated by this report, the Meffenians, after a weak 
refiftance, yielded a compleat victory to the Lacedaemonians. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XVIII. 

CODRUS. 

IN a war between the Athenians and Peloponnefians, viftory was 
declared by the Oracle in favour of the Athenians, if their king fell by 
the hand of a Peloponnefian. The enemy, informed of the Oracle, 
gave publick orders to every individual in the army, carefully to avoid 
any perfonal attack on Codrus, who was at that time king of the 
Athenians. He however in the evening difguifing himfelf in the habit of 
a wood-cutter, advanced beyond the trenches to hew wood; and there 
chanced to meet fome Peloponnefians, who were out upon the fame 
errand. With them Codrus purpofely quarrelled, and wounded fome 
of them with his axe: at which, exafperated, they fell upon him with 
their axes, and flew him } returning home to then- camp, elated with 
the performance of fo noble an exploit. The Athenians, feeing the 
Oracle thus far fulfilled, as having now nothing further to wait for, 
with new courage and refolution advanced to battle; having previoufly 
difpatched a herald into the enemy’s camp, to requeft the body of 
their dead king. And when the affair was difcovered to the Pelopon¬ 
nefians, they immediately abandoned their camp and fled. The Athenians 
afterwards paid divine honours to Codrus, who, by his voluntary 
death, had purchafed fo compleat a viftoiy. 

CHAP. XIX. 

MELANTHUS. 

IN a war between the Athenians and Baeotians, for the pofleffion 
of Melaenie, a traft of country bordering upon Attica and Breotia, it 
was by the Oracle thus declared: 


“ Xanthus, 
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“ Xanthus, Melarnae’s fair and fertile plain 
“ Melanthus fhall by ftratagem obtain:” 

\Vbich was thus verified: Melanthus, general of the Athenians, and 
Xanthus, of the Boeotians, agreed to decide the viftory by their own 
fwords. As foon as they were engaged, Melanthus called out, “ Thus 
to bring a fecond againft a Angle man is unfair;” upon which, Xan¬ 
thus turning about to fee who this fecond was, Melanthus feized the 
opportunity, and, thus unguarded, run him through with his fpear. 
The vi&orious Athenians, in memory of this fuccefsful ftratagem, 
inlHtuted an annual feftival, which they call Apaturia. 

CHAP. XX. 

SOLON. 

THE Athenians, tired out with a tedious war, in which they had 
been engaged againft the Megarenfians, for the ifland Salamis, enafted 
a law, that made it death for any one to afiert, the city ought to en¬ 
deavour the recovery of it. Solon, undaunted by the feverity of the 
prohibition, devifed means to fuperfede the law. He counterfeited 
madnefs, and, running into the affembly, repeated an elegy he had 
compofed for the occafion; and with this martial poem fo fpirited up 
the Athenians to war, that, inftigated by Mars and the Mufes, finging 
hymns and fhouting, they advanced to battle, and, in an obftinate 
engagement, entirely routed the Megarenfians. Thus Salamis again 
relapfed into the jurifdiction of the Athenians: whilft Solon was held 
inuniverfal admiration; who by madnefs could repeal a law, and by 
the power of mufick conquer in battle. 

2. In the courfeof the war between Athens and the Megarenfians, for 
the ifland Salamis, Solon failed to Colias; where he found the women 
performing facrifice to Ceres. He immediately difpatched to the Mega¬ 
renfians 
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renfians a perfon, who, pretending himfelf to be a renegade, fliould 
advife them to feize the Athenian women; an enterprize which might 
eafily he executed, if they made all pofiible fail to Colias. The Me- 
garenfians inftantly manned a fhip, and put to fea. Solon, in the 
mean time ordered the women to retire; and Ibrne beardlefs youths, 
drefled in female attire, with garlands upon their heads, and privately 
armed with daggers, to dance and wanton near the fhore. Deceived 
by the appearance of the youths, and their falfe drelfes, the Megaren- 
fians landed; and eagerly endeavouring to feize them, hoped to find an 
eafy capture. But the youths, drawing their fwords, by the daughter 
that enfued foon convinced them of the diiferer.ee between men and 
women, and of their fatal miftake. And immediately embarking for 
Salamis, they made themfelves matters of the ifland. 

CHAP. XXI. 

PISISTRATUS. 

PISISTRATUS, in an expedition from Eubaea into Attica againft 
Pallenis, falling in with a body of the enemy, defeated and flew them. 
Advancing farther, he met the remaining part of the army; whom he 
ordered his men not to attack, but to crown themfelves with gar¬ 
lands, and fignify to them that they had already made a truce with the 
party they had firft met. On the credit of this aflertion, they formed 
an alliance with Pififtratus, and admitted him into the city. When 
mounting his chariot, with a tall beautiful woman by his fide, whofe 
name was Phyfa, accoutred in the armour of Pallas, he imprefled the 
Athenians with a belief that Pallas was his proteclrefs and guide; and 
by this means obtained the lbvereignty of Athens. 

2. Having formed a defign' to difarm the Athenians, Pififtratus 
commanded all to appear at the Anacaeum, in arms. And as foon as they 

2 were 
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were afiemblsd, he Hepped forth, under pretence of haranguing them c 
but begun in fo Ion- a tone of voice, that, not being able to hear him, 
the people delired him to go to the porch, where they might all hear 
him more dillinclly: and even there not raifing his voice fo as diftincily 
to be heard, while the people were with great attention liftening to 
him, his afiociates went privately out, and, carrying off all the arms, 
carried them to the temple of Agraulus. ■ The Athenians, after finding' 
themfelves naked and defencelefs, too late perceived that Pififtratus’s 
weak voice was only a lhratagem todefpoil them of their arms. 

3. Some private jealoufies fubfifting between Megacles, and Pi- 
fiitratus, Megacles being magiftrate on the part of the rich,’ and' 
Pifiibratus of thofe of the lower order; after having, in a publick af- 
fembly infulted and menaced Megacles, Pififtratus abruptly retired: 
and, llightly wounding himfelf, went the next day into the forum, and 
publickly expofed to the Athenians his wounds. Fired with rage and 
refentment at feeing what he had fuffered in their defence, the people 
affigned him a guard of three hundred men, for the protection of his 
perfon. By means of thefe guards, who ufed always to appear armed 
with clubs, he pofiefled himfelf of the fovereignty of Athens, and 
after his death left it to his fons. 

CHAP. XXII. 

ARISTOGEITON. 

ARISTOGEITON, when put to the torture to extort from him a 
confeffion of his affociates, confefled none of them; but in their Head 
named all the friends of Hippias. And when by Hippias’s order they 
had been put to death, Ariftogeiton reproached him with his cruelty to 
his innocent friends, and the fuccefc of his own ftratagem. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXIII. 

POLYCRATES. 

WHEN Polycrates, the Samian, infefted the Grecian feas, he 
made no diftinction in his depredations between friends and foes: 
obferving, that in cafe his friends Ihould re-demand fuch part of his 
feizures as was their property, he would have an opportunity of obliging 
them with the reftitution of it; and thus engage them the more clofely 
to his caufe. But if he took nothing from them, he confidered he 
fhould have nothing wherewith to oblige them. 

2. Upon a publick facrifice offered by the Samians in the Temple 
of Juno, which was attended with a parade of men in arms, a great 
quantity of arms being collected on the occafion, Polycrates gave the 
conduit of the train to his brothers Sylofon and Pantagnoftus. As 
foon as the facrifice commenced, the greateft part depofited their arms 
upon the altar, and addreffed themfelves to prayer; whilft thofe about 
Sylofon, and Pantagnoftus, who had been previoufly apprized of the 
defign, waiting in arms for the fignal given, fet upon the reft, and flew 
them, each difpatching his man. In the mean time Polycrates, at the 
head of his affociates, poffelfing himfelf of the moft advantageous places 
in the city, was joined by his brothers and their party, who had, with 
all expedition, forced their way to him from the temple. With thefe 
he fortified and defended bimfelf in the tower, called Aftypatea; till, 
having received an enforcement from Lygdamis, the tyrant of Naxos, 
he obtained the foveraignty of Samos. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXIV. 

istijeus. 

WHILST Ifti;eus, the Milefian, refided at the court of King 
Darius, in Perfia, he formed a defign of engaging the Ionians to re¬ 
volt ; but vras at a lofs how fafely to tranfmit a letter, the ways being 
every where pofieffed by the king’s guard. Shaving the head of a 
confidential fervar.t, in incifions on it he thus briefly wrote : “ Iftireus 
to Ariftagoras. Solicit the revolt of Ionia.” And as foon as his hair 
was grown again, he difpatched him to Ariftagoras. By this means, 
he palled the guards unfufpected; and, after bathing in the fea,* or¬ 
dered himfelf to be lhaved, and then Ihewed Ariftagoras the marks: 
which, when he had read, he profecuted the defign, and effefted the 
revolt of Ionia. 


CHAP. XXV. 

PITTACUS. 

PITTACUS and Phrynon agreed by fingle combat to decide the 
right to Sigasum, then in conteft between the Athenians and Mytele- 
nians: and it was propofed that they Ihould fight with equal weapons: 
and fuch to appearance they were. But Pittacus under his fliield had 
privately concealed a net; which calling over Phrynon, he eafily drew 
him, thus entangled, within his reach, and killed him. It was after¬ 
wards pleafantly faid, that he had Allied for Sigaum with a linen line. 
This ftratagem of Pittacus it was, which gave rife to the ufe of the 
net in the duels of the gladiators. 

• In preparation for the razor: the cicatrices having been filled op with daft and dirt, contrasted 
in the coarfs of a long journey, through a parched and arid country in a fuitry clime. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXVI. 

BIAS. 

CR/ESUS, King of Lydia, intending an expedition againft the 
iflands, was deterred from his defign by Bias, the Prienian; who told 
the king, that the iflanders had bought up a great number of horfes, 
that they might be able to bring into the field a formidable cavalry 
againft •him. “ Would to Jupiter, ‘ faid the king, with a fmile,’ I 
could catch thofe iflanders on the continent I” — “ True, ‘ replied Bias,' 
and what think you they could wifli, rather than to catch Crsefus 
upon the feas ?" Tills repartee of Bias had its effedt in difluading the 
king from his intended expedition. 

CHAP. XXVII. 

GELON. 

GELON, the Syracufan, the fon of Dinomenes, was appointed 
commander in chief, in a war againft Himilcon, the Carthagenian: 
and after having by his gallant behaviour defeated the enemy, he went 
into the aflembly, and gave up the .accounts of his imperiatorial com- 
miflion; the expences of the war, the time, arms, horfes, and Ihips. 
For all which, after great encomiums were bellowed upon him, he 
ftripped himfelf; and, advancing naked into the midft of them, “ Thus 
naked, * faid he,’ I prefent myfelf to you, that now, whilft you are 
all armed, if I have ever injured or opprefled any individual amongft 
you, I may feel the juft refentment of your weapons.” He was an- 
fwered by the acclamations of all prefent, ftyling him the moll gallant, 
the bell of generals. To whom he replied, “ Then for the future al¬ 
ways 
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ways let it be your care to elect fuch another.”—“ Such another, ‘ an- 
fwered they,’ we have not.” He was therefore a fecond time elected 
general; which paved the way for him to the fovereignty of Syracufe. 

2. When Himilcon, King of Carthage invaded Sicily; Gelon, 
who then pofieffed the fovereignty there, took the field againft him: 
but not venturing to hazard a battle, he in his own robes habited 
Pediarchus, who commanded the archers, and much refembled himfelf 
both in perfon and looks; and ordered him to march out of the camp, and 
attend a facrifice on the altars. The band of archers followed him, dreffed 
in white veftments, carrying myrtle branches in their hands, and bows 
privately concealed under them; which they were inftructed to make 
ufe of againft Himilcon, as foon as they perceived him in the fame 
manner advancing to facrifice. Matters thus difpofed, Himilcon en¬ 
tertaining no fufpicion of defign, came forward alfo, and facrificedr 
when a fudden Ihower of darts immediately difpatched him, while he 
was officiating at the ceremonies, and offering libations. 

3. Gelox, in order to fubvert the empire of the Megarenfians, 
invited over to Sicily whoever of the Dorians w'ere willing to remove; 
and at the fame time impofed on Diognetus, Prince of Megara, an 
enormous fine-, which, not being able himfelf todifeharge it, he le¬ 
vied on the citizens; who, to avoid compliance with the tribute, re¬ 
moved into Sicily, and there fubjected themfelves to the power and 
authority' of Gelon. 


CHAP. XXVIII. 

THERON. 

THERON, in an engagement with the Carthagenians, bad put 
the enemy to flight •. when the Sicilians, pouring into the camp, imme¬ 
diately fell to plundering the tents; and, whilft in that diforder, w'ere 
attacked 
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attacked by the Iberians, who, advancing to the affiftance of the Cartha¬ 
ginians, made great havock among them. Theron, perceiving the carnage 
that was likely to enfue, dilpatched a party to wheel round the camp; 
with orders to fet fire to the tents that were farthefl behind. The enemy, 
feeing the camp on fire, and being themfelves deftitute of tents, betook 
themfelves, with precipitation, to their lhips; which, however, being 
dofely purfued by the Sicilians, few of them were able to gain. 


THERON, the son op-Miltiades. 

2. The Selinuntines having been defeated by the Carthaginians, and 
the field ftrewed with their dead, while the enemy prefled fo clofe upon 
them that they dared not venture forth to bury them, and yet were 
fhocked to fee them lie neglefted and expofed; in this emergency, 
Theron engaged, if they would provide him with three hundred men 
who could cut wood, to march out with them, bum the dead, and 
bury them, “ But if we fail in our attempt, ‘ continued he,’ and 
fall vidtims to the enemy, the city will not fuffer much from the lofs of 
one citizen, and the price of three hundred Haves.” The Selinuntines 
embraced his propofal, and gave him his choice of the number of Haves 
he defired. Accordingly, felefting thofe he judged moft adtive and 
Rout, he led them forth, armed with wood-bills, hatchets, and axes, 
under pretence of cutting wood for the funeral pile. But after they 
had advanced fome little diftance from the city, Theron prevailed on 
them to lhake off their fervitude; and late in the evening marched them 
back: when, making themfelves known to the guard, they were readily 
admitted. Theron no fooner entered, than he difpatched the guard; 
and, having flam in their beds fuch citizens as were molt likely to 
thwart and frultrate his defigns, he pofleffed himfelf of the city, and 
the fovereignty of Selinuntum. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXIX. 

HIERON. 

HIERON, finding the enemy prepared to difpute his pafiage over 
a river, polled his heavy armed troops at the place where he intended 
to ford it; ordering the horfe and light-infantry to advance higher up, 
under colour of palling it above. The enemy obferving this motion, 
marched their forces alfo higher up, in order to defeat his fuppofed 
intention. Hieron, in the mean time, effected a pafiage with his 
heavy armed troops, eafily bearing down the finall party of the enemy 
who were left to oppofe him. And as foon as he had gained the op- 
pofite fide, he hoifted a fignal to the horfe and light-infantry, who. im¬ 
mediately returning palfed the river at tire firft port; whilft Hieron, 
with his heavy armed forces, fuftained the enemy's attack. 

z. Whenever Hieron, in his wars with the Italians, took pri- 
loners any of eminence, or who had great connexions in tire flate, he 
would not permit them to be immediately ranlbmed, but always re¬ 
tained them fome time with him; treating them politely, and with the 
firft honours of his houfe. He afterwards received the ranfom, and 
courteouliy difinifled them. From fuch diftinguilhing marks of fa¬ 
vour, they ever after became fufpected by their fellow citizens of having 
their affections warped, and fecretly favouring the caufe of Hieron. 

CHAP. XXX. 

THEMISTOCLES. 


THE Athenians, difpirited at the import of an Oracle, in thele. 
ivords delivered; 

“ Thou, 
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“ Thou, Salamis divine, to Pluto’s reign 
“ Slialt many a youth affign, untimely flain 

Themistocles artfully interpreted it againft their enemies; “ Since, 

‘ faid he,' never could the Oracle ftyle Salamis divine, if it were to 
prove the caufe of deftru&ion to the youth of Greece.” The happy 
turn thus given to it revived the courage and refolution of the 
Athenians : and this interpretation of an alarming Oracle having been 
fo fatisfactory, the people were directed by Themiltocles in his ex¬ 
planation of another, equally enigmatical and obfcure ; 

“ May Jove to Athens give a wall of wood.” 

For when moll of the people were for fortifying their towers, Tlie- 
miftodes bade them man their Ihips, “ for thefe, ‘ faid he,’ 0! 
Athenians, are your wooden walls.” His words had their effect. The 
Athenians concurred with him, embarked, engaged their enemy, and 
overcame them. 

2. While the fleet was ftationed near Salamis, the Greeks were 
almoft unanimous in advifing a retreat: which Themiftocles as vio¬ 
lently oppofed, preffmg them to hazard an engagement in the ftrait 
feas. But not being able to prevail, he in the night difpatched Sycinnus, 
an eunuch, who was tutor to his fons, privately to inform the king of 
the intention of the Greeks to give him the flip 5 “ but, ‘ added lie,’ 
prevent it, and engage them.” The king followed the eunuch’s 
advice, and attacked the Grecian fleet; where, by the ftraitnefs of the 
feas, the vaft number of his own Ihips was rendered rather of differvice, 
than ufe to him. Thus by a happy ftratagem of their commander, 
the Greeks obtained a viftory, even againft their own inclinations. 

3. The Greeks, after thqir conqueft at Salamis, refolved upon 
failing to the Hellefpont, there to deftroy the bridge, and cut off the 
3 king’s 
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king’s retreat. This Themiftocles oppofed ; alledging, that if the king- 
were precluded a retreat, he would immediately renew the battle: and 
defpair is frequently found to effect what courage fails in encountering. 
Again therefore he difpatched Arfaces, another eunuch, to inform the 
king that unlefs he made a fpcedy retreat, the bridge over the Hellefpont 
would be demolifhed. Alarmed at this information, the king by ex¬ 
peditious marches reached the Hellefpont, and palfed the bridge, be¬ 
fore rite Grecian army had executed their defign; leaving Themiftocles' 
to enjoy his victor)', without die hazard of a fecond engagement. 

4. When the Adienians firft applied themfelves to fortify their, 
city with walls, it gave great umbrage to the Spartans, whom The- 
miltodes found means to deceive by diis happy flratagem: he was 
deputed ambaflador to Sparta, and there confidently denied that die 
walls were raifing. “ But, ‘ added he,' if you be net fatisfied with' 
my declaration, fend whom you pleafe of credit and eminence to en¬ 
quire the truth; and in die mean time let me be your prifoner.’ ’ This 
they complied with: when Themiftocles privately difpatched a meffenger 
to the Athenians, with Uriel charge to detain thofe who were fent to 
Athens for intelligence, till their walls were raifed 5 and after that, not 
to permit them leave the city, till the Spartans had releafed him, The 
flratagem fucceeding, the walls were raifed; Themiftocles then returned, 
the delegates were fet at liberty, and Athens fortified, to the great 
mortification of the Lacedemonians. 

j. In the war with the Alginates, Themiftocles prevented the 
Athenians from their purpofe of dividing amongft themfelves a hundred 
talents, the produce of the filver mines; and propofed that a hundred 
of the moft opulent citizens fhould contribute each a talent to the 
fund: engaging, that if the city were fatisfied with the ufe to which 
he fhould recommend the money to be applied, it fhould be placed to 
the publick account; if not, the contributions fhould be returned. 
The propofal was embraced; the hundred citizens vying with each 

other. 
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other in expedition, every one fitted out a handfome veflel: and the 
Athenians faw themfelves on a fudden furnilhed with a powerful fleet; 
which they employed not only againft the Alginates, but againft the 
whole power of Perfia. 

6 . When the Ionians, in alliance with the Perfians, fought under 
Xerxes, Themiftocles ordered the Greeks to have this infcription placed 
on their walls: “ 0, impious Ionians, thus to war againft your fa¬ 
thers 1” This memorial created in the mind of the king an indelible 
fufpicion of their difaffeftion. 

7. Themistocles, in order to elude the refentment of the Athe¬ 
nians, without making himfelf known to the matter of the fhip, 
embarked for Ionia. But the veflel being forced by a ftorm upon 
Naxos, which was at that time invaded by the Athenians, afraid of 
being apprehended, he went up to the matter, and difcovered to him 
who he was; at the fame time threatening, if he fuffered him to 
be taken, to accufe him to the Athenians of having been bribed to 
tranfport him to Ionia. For the common fafety of them both, he 
therefore propofed that no one Ihould be permitted to fet foot on fliore. 
Terrified by tliefe menaces, die matter obliged every one to continue on 
board i and put out again to fea as expeditioufly as he was able. 

CHAP. XXXI. 

ARISTIDES. 

ARISTIDES and Themiftocles, moft inveterate enemies, were 
each at the head of oppofite factions in the ftate: but upon Perfa’s 
expedition againft the Athenians, they amicably went out of the city 
together, and, grafping each other’s hand, protefted; “ Here we de- 
pofit our former animofities, and lay afide our mutual enmity, till we 
have put an end to the war in which we are engaged againft Peri'a.” 

After 
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After this folemn proteftation on both fides, loofing their hands, they 
filled die ditch by which they flood, as if they had diere buryed their 
animofity; and acted unanimoufly through the whole courfc of die 
war. This harmony in the conduct of the generals, diftreffed the 
enemy, and fccured to themfelves the victory'. 

CHAP. XXXII. 

LEONIDAS. 

LEONIDAS engaged the Perfian army, at Thermopylae, die ftrait- 
nefs of the place making the great fuperiority of die enemy’s forces of 
little fervice to them. 

2. A little before an engagement, Leonidas obferving the clouds 
look thick and lowering, turned about to his officers, and bade diem 
not be furprized at the diunder and lightning, which from the ap¬ 
pearance of the heavens, he obferved muft be very foon expected. The 
army of Leonidas, thus forewarned of the phtenomenon which foon 
appeared, confidently advanced to battle. But the enemy, terrified and 
dilpirited at the menaces of the elements, afforded an eafy conqueft to 
the Spartans. 

3. Having made an irruption into the enemy's territories, Leoni¬ 
das in the night dilpatched fmall parties different ways, with orders, 
upon a fignal given, to fell the trees, and fet fire to die villages. At 
fight of this, they who were in the city imagining the enemy’s forces 
to be much more numerous than they were, ventured not out to give 
them battle, but fuffered them to carry off the fpoil unmolefted. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXXIII. 

LEOTYCHIDES. 

OBSERVING the Athenians, engaged in a naval war about My- 
cale, were alarmed at tire great jfuperiority of the enemy’s forces, 
Leotychides devifed means to detach the Ionians from the intercft of the 
Medes ; in which he knew they were engaged, more through fear, than 
inclination. He pretended an exprefs was arrived, with information 
of a vi&ory obtained by the Greeks over the Perfians, at Platrea. 
Encouraged by this aflurance, the Ionians joined the Greeks; and for¬ 
tune afterwards gave the fan&ion of truth to this ftratagem, in realizing 
the pretended victory. 


CHAP. XXXIV. 

CIMON. 

AT the river Eurymedon, Cimon having conquered the king’s 
lieutenants, and taken many of his fhips, manned them with Greeks; 
who, drefled in Median habits, failed to Cyprus. The Cyprians, de¬ 
ceived by the barbarian drefs, readily received the fleet as friends and 
allies. But no fooiier were they fafe on lhore, than they too plainly 
proved that they were Greeks; and made themfelves mafters of the 
ifland, more by the fudden confternation into which the Cyprians were 
thrown, than the force that was employed againfl: them. 

2. Cimon having carried off from Seftos and Byfantium many 
captives and rich fpoil, was, at the requeft of the allies, appointed to 
divide them. The captives alone compofed one lhare of the divifion; 
and the other was made up of robes, veftments, bracelets, and other 
trinkets. 
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trinkets. The allies chofe the oranments, and the Athenians contented 
themfelves with the naked captives. Cimon was ridiculed for having 
made, as was thought, fo unequal a divijion, and affigned a choice of fo 
much the better portion to the allies. Shortly after came the friends 
and relations of the captives from Lydia and Phrygia, and redeemed 
them at very great ranfbms. The forecaft of Cimon, and the advan¬ 
tageous dilpofition he had made, then appeared; and the Athenians 
retorted their ridicule upon the allies. 

CHAP. XXXV. 

MYRONIDES. 

THE Athenians and Thebans having formed againft each other j. 
Myronides, the Athenian general, ordered his men, as foon as the 
fignal for battle was given, to begin the charge from the left. They 
did fo; when Myronides, after having for a fhort time engaged at the 
head of them, haffily advanced to the right wing, calling out aloud, 
“ We are victorious in the left.” Upon mention of the word vic¬ 
torious, the Athenians received a frelh acceffion of courage, and 
charged the enemy with redoubled fury. The Thebans, on the con- 
tray, diipirited with the news of their defeat, abandoned the field to 
the enemy. 

2. When Myronides led the Athenians againft Thebes, and was 
advancing to the field, he ordered them to ground their arms, and take 
a view of the country round. They did fo; when addreffing them, 
“ Obferve, ‘ faid he,’ what a fpacious plain this is; and what a num¬ 
ber of horfe the enemy have in it. If we run away, the cavalry will 
moil undoubtedly overtake us; But if we ftand like men, there are the 
faireft hopes of victory.” By this concife harangue, he convinced them 
of the necefiity of maintaining their ground; and penetrated even to 
the territories of Phocis and Locri. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXXVI. 

PERICLES. 

WHILST the Lacedaemonians were ravaging Attica; in order to 
divert their operations, by carrying the war into their own country, 
Pericles fitted out Come Athenian galleys with orders to lay wafte the 
maritime parts of Sparta: and thus retaliated the injuries the Athe¬ 
nians had fuftained, by committing greater upon the Lacedaemonians. 

2. When Archidamus, who had been formerly a friend and acquain¬ 
tance of Pericles, invaded Attica; Pericles, who was very rich, and had 
large eftates, fufpe&ing, that on account of their former intimacy, 
Archidamus might not fuffer his property to fliare the general ravage, 
to fecure himfelf from the fufpicion of the Athenians, before the de- 
vaftation was begun, went into the aflembly, and made a publick dona¬ 
tion to the city of all his pofleffions. 

CHAP. XXXVII. 

CLEON. 

CLEON, by means of a lucky difeovery, betrayed Seftos to the Aby- 
denians without the expence of a battle. Theodorus, a friend of his, 
who had the command of the watch in the city, having an intrigue with 
a woman in the fuburbs, obferved a narrow acqueduft, which was con¬ 
tinued through the walls. By pulling up a ftone, through this pafs 
he ufed to vifit his miftrefs; and at his return, replacing the ftone as 
ufual, he continued his amour undifeovered. At an hour, when wine 
and mirth had opened his mind, he confeffed his intrigue to his friend 
Cleon; who immediately communicated it to the Abydenians: and, 
waiting for a dark night, when Theodorus had pulled up the ftone, and 
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was amufing himfclf with his miftrefs, he introduced a party of the 
enemy through the aqueduct. Thefe, after they had flain the watch, 
opened the gates to therelt of the army; and eafily made themfelves 
mailers of Seftos. 

CHAP. XXXVIII. 

BRASIDAS. 

BRASIDAS was attacked near Amphipolis, and upon a rough crag¬ 
gy hill hemmed in by the enemy; who, to prevent his efcape by night, 
railed round the hill a high wall of ftone. The Lacedemonians were 
inftant with their general to lead them out to battle, and not let them 
Hay to be cooped up, and perilh with famine. But Brafidas, without 
regarding their felicitations, told them, he belt knew the proper time 
for engaging. After the enemy had extended their wall round the great- 
eft part of the hill; one place only being left open, like a pafs into a 
fpacious lawn, he gave orders for battle, adding, that this was the time 
to fhew their fpirit. Then making a vigorous Tally, they forced a pallage 
with great daughter of the enemy, andlittlelofs to themfelves. For the 
ftraitnefs of the place was no inconvenience to the fmall number of their 
forces, whilft the wall fecured them from an attack upon their rear. 
Thus were the enemy’s numbers rendered ufelefs, and tire Lacedemo¬ 
nians effected a fafe retreat. 

2. Ampkipolis, which was under the Athenian protection, having 
been betrayed into the hands of Brafidas, he ordered the gates to be 
ihut: and, taking the keys, threw them over the walls; that thus not 
having it in their power to open their gates again to the enemy ti..,t 
had inverted it, they might place all their confidence in a vigorous de¬ 
fence. 

3. When Brafidas, who had with great fecrefy advanced to An.phi- 
polis, found every thing therein confufion; not judging it prudent to 

hazard 
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hazard a battle with an enemy, actuated by defpair, he iffued a procla¬ 
mation, promifing fecurity to the Athenians, if they would agree to a 
truce with him, and retreat with their own property. And to the Arn- 
phipolitans he made another proposal, that they fliould enjoy the free¬ 
dom of the Rate, if they would enter into a ftrict alliance with the La¬ 
cedemonians. The terms of the proclamation were accepted by the 
Athenians, who drew off their forces; aud the Amphipolitans became 
allies to Lacedaemon. 

4. Brasidas, intending to fail to Sicyon by night, ordered a 
trireme * to be manned, and fail before him; whilft himfelf followed 
in a light Hoop. That in cafe the trireme was attacked by a larger 
veffel, the iloop might come up to its affiftance; but if it were equally 
engaged, he in the mean time might arrive fafe at Sicyon. 

5. The enemy in a narrow defile hanging upon the Lacedaemonians' 
rear; Brafidas ordered his men to cut down great quantities of wood as 
they marched, and pile it in heaps; which being fet on fire, and the 
flame fpreading wide, he thus fccured his rear, and effected a fafe re¬ 
treat. 

CHAP. XXXIX. 

NICIAS. 

NICIAS failed by night to that part of Corinth, where is the moun¬ 
tain Solyges; and after he had there landed his Athenian forces, and 
a thoufand other troops, and polled them in ambufeade, at different places, 
he returned to Athens; and on the next morning, as foon as it was day, 
openly embarked for Corinth. The Corinthians advanced with alacrity 
to oppofe him, and difpute his landing. When the ambufeade fuddenly 
difeovered themfelves; and furioufly falling upon the enemy, gave them 
a total defeat. 

2 2. The 
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2. The Athenians being encamped about Olimpius, Nicias ordered; 
wooden fpikes in die night to be fixed in the ground, which extended on 
a level before the camp; and on the next day, when Ecphantus, general, 
of the Syracufan horfe, advanced with his cavalry, he was entirely 
routed, the fpikes flicking into the horfes’ hoofs every' ftep they.advanced.. 
And many of them not being able to make good their retreat, were cut. 
to pieces by the heavy armed troops, that were provided with hard ftiff. 
fhoes for the purpofe. 

3. Nicias, with a few men, was left to defend a town ; whilll the 
main body of the army lay at Thapfus. But the Syracufans having- 
poflefTed themfelves of the outworks, where was depofited a great, 
quantity of wood, Nicias, finding himfelf unable any longer to defend 
the town, fet fire to the wood, which continuing to burn fiercely, repelled, 
the enemy; till the army returned from Thapfus, and relieved him. 

4. Nicias, when clofcly purfued by Gylippus, and very near being- 
taken, difpatched a herald to him, with a propofal to furrender on 
whatever conditions he would offer him; at the fame time defiring- 
that fome one might be fent to ratify the treaty. Gylippus,. not 
diftrufting the herald, immediately encamped; and, defining from fur¬ 
ther purfuit, lent back Nicias’s herald, and with him one commillioned 
to conclude the treaty. But Nicias, having in the mean time poflefTed 
himfelf of a more advantageous poft, continued the war: after he had 
by this impofition of the herald made good his retreat. 

CHAP. XL. 

ALCIBIADES. 

TO make trial of the afteftion of his friends, Alcibiades contrived 
the following device—In a dark place in his houfe he fhut up the ftatue of 
a man; and difcovering it to his friends feparately, as a perfon, whom he 

had 
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had murdered, he begged their affiftance in contriving means to conceal 
the fact. They all excufed themfelves from having any concern in an af¬ 
fair of that nature, except Callias, the fon of Hipponicus; who readily 
offered to receive the pretended corpfe, and fecrete it from a difcovery. 
In Callias,' therefore, he difcovered a faithful friend; who ever after¬ 
wards held the firft place in his affeftions. 

2. In a foreign expedition, Alcibiades landed his forces in the 
enemy’s country by night: and waited their attack the next day. But 
finding them not difpofed to venture out of the city, and hazard a 
battle, he planted an ambufcade; and, after burning his tents, weighed 
anchor from thence, and failed back. As foon as from the city they 
had feen him embark, they confidently opened their gates, and in little 
parties flraggled up and down the country: when the ambufcade, fal- 
lying out upon them, took many prifoners, and no inconfiderable 
booty. Alcibiades immediately appeared on the coaft again, and taking 
on board both the fpoil and the captors, failed back to Athens. 

3. While the Lacedemonians laid fiege to Athens, Alcibiades, in 
order to excite vigilance in the centinels, who were polled at the Pirasum, 
and the long walls which extended to the fea, gave notice,, that three 
times every night he would hold out a torch from the tower; and that 
whoever of the guard did not anfvver him, by holding up their’s at the 
fame time, fhould be punifhed for neglect of duty. The flratagem 
had its effect ; for all were particularly careful to be in readinefs, to an¬ 
fvver their general's fignal. 

4. In an expedition againft Sicily, Alcibiades touched at Corfica; 
where, as his army was numerous, he divided it into three parts, that 
it might the more eafily be fupplied with forage •. and advancing to 
Catane, when he found the Catanaeans determined not to admit him, 
he difpatched an embafl'y to them, defiring that he might be permitted 
to enter their city alone, and to communicate to them what he had of 
confequence. to propofe. This requeft being complied with, he left 

orders, 
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orders with his generals, whilft the citizens flocked from all quarters to 
the afiemblv, to make a vigorous attack upon fuch gates as were 
weakell. Accordingly, whilft Alcibiades was haranguing the Cata- 
nieans, they found the Athenians in poiTeaion of the city. 

5. After Alcibiades had polished himfelf of Catsne, he retained 
in his fendee, and found means to attach to him, a faithful Catausean, 
who was well known at Syracufe. Him he difpatched thither, under 
pretext of being charged with a commifiion to the Syracufans by fome 
of their friends in Catane; which was, to inform them that the Athe¬ 
nians devoted their time to pleafures and feilivity, and accuftomed 
themfelves to ftroll from the camp, fecure and unarmed; and that 
therefore if early in the morning they could furprize the camp, the 
Athenians they would find an eafy capture, unarmed, and indulging 
themfelves in the city. The Syracufan chiefs eafily credited him, and 
gave orders immediately for an embarkation of their whole army for 
Catane. They accordingly landed at Corfica, and, advancing to Ca¬ 
tane, encamped at the river Symiethus. As foon as Alcibiades perceived 
them advancing, manning his triremes with all expedition, he embarked 
and failed directly to Syracufe; where he arrived without oppofition, 
and entirely demolifhed their fortifications. 

6 . Alcibiades being ordered from Sicily, to take his trial for 
defacing the ftatues of Mercury, and a prophanation of the myfte- 
ries, hired a light-built veil'd, to carry him to Lacedfemon. He there 
advifed the ftate to fend fpeedy fuccours to the Syracufans, and to fortify 
Dccclsa; which if neglected, they could receive from thence neither 
the product of the foil, nor of the filver mines: and cautioned them, 
that they mult alfo expect the revolt of the iflanders, as foon as they 
faw themfelves befieged. Thel'e his tranfactions at Lacedcemon induced 
the Athenians to pafs his recall from exile. 

7. Ix an action between the Athenians and Syracufans, Alcibiades 
obferving a great quantity of dry fern between the two armies, while a 
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brilk wind blew full on the backs of the Athenians, and againft the 
enemy’s faces, ordered the fern to be fet on fire: and the wind driving 
the fmoak into the enemy’s eyes, they found themfelves unable to make 
any ftand, and a general rout enfued. * 

8 . -Alcibiades, when fo pent up by.Tyribaftis that there was but 
one way by which he could fecure his retreat, while the enemy, who 
would not hazard a general engagement, hung upon his rear, encamped 
in a place well covered with wood ; where he ordered a quantity of 
timber to be cut down, and piled in different heaps: this in the night 
he fet on fire, and privately decamped. The barbarians, feeing the 
fire, never fufpected the Grecians of having ftruck their tents: and as 
foon as the ftratagem was difcovered, and Tyribafus prepared to follow 
him, he found his march fo interrupted by the fire, that he was obliged 
to defift from the purfuit. 

9, Alcibiades privately difpatchedTheramenes andThrafybulus 
with a large fquadron to Cyzicum, to cut off the enemy’s retreat to 
tile city; whilft he himfelf, with a few triremes, advanced to offer 
them battle, Mindarus, conceiving a contempt for his little fleet, in- 
ftantly prepared for the engagement: when no fooner had they clofed, 
than the Athenian fleet counterfeited flight; and the Lacedaemonians, 
as if victory had declared in their favour, eagerly purfued them. But 
Alcibiades, as foon as he approached that part of his fleet which failed 
under the command of Theramenes and Thrafybulus, hoifted his flag, 
and, tacking about, flood to the enemy. Mindarus then endeavoured 
to flicer off, and make for the city; but was prevented by the move¬ 
ment of Theramenes. Cut off from that refource, he directed his 
courfe to a point of Cyzicum called Cleros; but from thence alfo he 
was repulfed by the army of Pharnabazus. Alcibiades in the mean 

A fimihr ftratagem Hannibal is reported by Frontinus to have employed againft the 
Romans at Canna;. 

time 
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time clofely purfoed liim, fhattering his fhips, by running foul of them 
tvith his beaks, and hauling them off with his grappling-irons, as often 
as they attempted to land: whilft thofe who, effected a landing, were 
cut to pieces by Phamabazus. And the death of Mindarus finally 
completed to Alcibiades a brilliant and glorious victory. * 

CHAP. XLI. 

ARCHIDAMUS. 

ON the night before a battle, in which Archidamus was to com- 
mand the Lacedemonian army againft the Arcadians, to fpirit up the 
Spartans, he had an altar privately erected, adorned with two fuits of 
bright armour; anddirefted twohorfes to be led round it. In the 
morning, the captains and fubalterns, obferving thofe new fuits of 
armour, the prints of two horfes' feet, and an altar railed as it were of 
itfelf, perfuaded themfelves that Caftor and Pollux had been to allure 
them of their affiftance. The foldiers, thus infpired with courage, 
and impreffed with enthufiaftick notions of divine a Hi fiance, fought 
gallantly, and obtained the victory. 

2. At a time when Archidamus laid clofe fiege to Corinth, the rich 
citizens and the poor were divided into feparate factions; the one party 
inclined to deliver up the city to the enemy, and the other to eftabliih 
in it an oligarchy. Archidamus, receiving intelligence of thefe divi- 
fions, flackened the fiege. He no longer advanced his machines to the 
walls, no longer marked out his lines of circumvallation, no longer 
employed himfelf in levelling the ground. The rich men therefore, fuf- 

* I have in this ftratagem followed the original; in which, however, there is an un¬ 
doubted error; for Phamabafus never was an ally of the Athenians. It is probable therefore 
that the fieet, which AlcibiaJss is laid to have difpatched under the command of Thcramenes 
an! ThrrfySJus t© Cvftcum, landed there a body of troops under Thrafybulus: and that the 
true readL:.:, inilead of Phamabazus, is Thndjbulus. 

peeling 
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pe£Hng that he had gained over the other faftion to betray the city to 
him, determined to be before hand with them, and difpatched an em- 
bafly to Archidamus with the furrender of it: ftipulating for their 
fafety by the fanction of a future alliance. 

3. At Lacedaemon happened a violent fliock of an earthquake, by 
which five houfes only were left ftanding. Archidamus, feeing the men 
wholly bufied in faving their effefts, and fearing left they ftiould tham- 
felves ftay to be buried in the ruins, ordered the trumpet to found an 
alarm: on which the Spartans, imagining an enemy was advancing 
againft them, immediately repaired to him. The houfes in the mean 
time fell; but the men were thus happily preferved. 

4. The Arcadians, after a victory obtained over the Spartans, being 
left matters of the field, Archidamus weak, and difabled with his 
wounds, fent to petition a truce, to bury their dead; while there yet re¬ 
mained any to perform the office.* 

5. Archidamus marched his army by night to Caras, through a 
long tedious road, rough and craggy, and incommoded with waters. He 
endeavoured, as much as poffible, to keep up the fpirits of his men, ha- 
raffed as they were with a fatiguing and laborious march; both by ex¬ 
ample and exhortation encouraging them to perfevcre. By this forced 
march, they furprized the enemy; and, unprepared as they were for fo 
fudden an attack, entirely defeated them, and plundered the city. When 
afterwards, exulting in their victory, they were banqueting in the cap¬ 
tured town, Archidamus alked them, at what particular time the city 
appeared to them to be taken. Some anfwered, when they began the 
clofe attack; others when they came within the reach of their javelins. 
“ Neither, * replied he;’ but when we continued our march through that 
tedious dreary fwamp: for perfeverance and refolution eventually 
conquer every thing.” 

* The ftratagem is left impcrfcfl, and fbould be thus fupplicd,—“ The nature of the 
“ requell imprelfed the Arcadians with horror at the carnage it conveyed, induced them to 
a fhcath the (word, and, inltead of a truce, enter into an alliance with the Spartans.” 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XLII. 

GYLIPPUS. 

GYLIPPUS, ambitious of being inverted with the chief command 
of the Syracufan army, convened the other generals to a council of war: 
where he communicated to them a dcfign of poffelfing themfelves of a 
hill which lay between the city and the Athenian Camp. With this pro- 
pofal after they' had fignified their concurrence, he by night difpatched a 
revolter to inform the enemy of the defign: who took advantage of the 
intelligence, and immediately poffeffed themfelves of the mountain. 
Upon this Gylippus pretended great indignation, as if his plan had by 
fome or other of the generals been difeovered to the enemy. To pre¬ 
vent therefore any fuch communication of intelligence in future, the 
chiefs of Syracufe committed to Gylippus the foie management of the 
war. 

2. The eminence, of which the Athenians had poffeffed themfelves, 
Gylippus finding it neccffary to recover, out of a great number of veffels 
felected twenty: which he manned, and had frequently manoeuvred. Thefe,. 
as foon as he had compleated his compliment of men for the reft of the 
fleet, he ordered to put to fea early the next morning. The enemy no 
fooner perceived them under fail, than they alfo embarked, and advanced 
to give them battle. But whilft they edged off, and the Athenians were 
brilkly purfuing them; Gylippus alfo, having manned the reft of the 
fleet, put to fea. And the attention of the Athenians being thus en¬ 
gaged in a naval action, the few troops, they had left behind, were 
eafdy diflodged by Gylippus’s infantry, who afterwards poffelled them¬ 
felves of the port. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XLIII. 

HERMOCRATES. 

AN infurrcftion taking place in Syracufe, and a great band of flavcs 
being collected together ; Hermocrates fent ambaliiidor to Sofiftratus, 
their leader, one Daimachus, a captain of horfc, and formerly a par¬ 
ticular friend and acquaintance of Sofiftratus; who told him from the 
generals, that from particular regard for the fortitude he had dis¬ 
played, they had agreed to give the men their freedom, furuiih them 
with arms, and allow them a military ftipend; and that they alfo ad¬ 
mitted him to the rank of general, and defired that he would forth¬ 
with come and join them in their deliberations on public bufmefs. 
Relying on the friendfliip of Daimachus, Sofiftratus attended the ge¬ 
nerals, with twenty of his bell: and ableft men: who were all imme¬ 
diately feized, and thrown into chains; whilft Hermocrates marched 
out with fix thonfand picked men, and having taken prisoners the 
reft of the Haves, he engaged to them on oath, that they fliould re¬ 
ceive no ill treatment from him, provided they would return to their 
refpe&ive matters: to which they all agreed, except three hundred, who 
revolted to the Athenians. 

2. The Athenians, having fuffered in a naval engagement with the 
Syracufans off Sicily, refolved to withdraw their forces from the ifland 
in the night; whilft the Syracufans lay .buried in wine and (leep after 
their triumphal facrifices. Hermocrates fufpefted the defign, but not 
venturing to hazard an engagement with troops drovvfy and inebriated 
as his were, he difpatched a revolter who told -Nicks; his friends, who 
were ever vigilant in watching all opportunities .of information,, ap¬ 
prized him, that if he attempted to make Ins retreat that night, he 
would inevitably fall into the enemy's ambufeade. The intelligence 
2 obtained 
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obtained credit with Nicias; who waited for the next day, before he 
decamped. The next morning, Hermocrates ordered the Syracufans to 
arms; who were by that time well refreihed, and had flept off the 
fumes of the laft evening's debauch; and pofleffing himfelf of the 
polls at the paffes of the rivers, and die bridges, he defeated the Athe¬ 
nians with great daughter. 

CHAP. XLIV. 

ETEONICUS. 

CONON, the Athenian, had belieged Eteonicus, the Lacedaemo¬ 
nian, in Mitylene; when a Iight-horfeman arrived exprefs with news of 
Callicratidas, the Spartan admiral, having defeated the enemy at Argi- 
nufe. Eteonicus commanded the exprefs to retire out of die city 
privately by night, and the next day to return, crowned with chaplets, 
and hymning victory; and he himfelf offered facrifice for the aufpi- 
dous news; while Conon and the Athenian army, ftruck with confter- 
nation, raided the fiege. Eteonicus, exerting himfelf with re¬ 
doubled vigour, fitted out a fleet for Chios, and marched the army 
to Methymna, a city then in alliance with Lacedaemon. 


CHAP. XLV. 

LYSANDER. 

LYSANDER, having promifed his Milefian friends to reduce the 
people to their fubjeclion, for that purpofe went to Miletum. And 
in his harangues, whilft he feverely animadverted on the innovators, 
he promifed the dtizens his endeavours to fecure to them their liberty, 
and to protect them in it. The people, not doubting his fincerity, 

readily 
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readily embraced his offers, and put themfelves under his protection. 
When, unprepared for an attack, at a fignal given, his friends fell 
upon the unfufpecting citizens, and having flain the leaders of the 
oppofition, Miletum relapfed into the power of his friends. 

2. At die jEgofpotamos the Athenians feveral times put to fea, and 
bearing down upon the enemy offered them battle, which Lyfander al¬ 
ways declined: whereupon they returned to their ftation, exulting in 
their fuccefs, and hymning victory. The Lacedaemonian at laft fent 
two Hoops to obferve themj the captains of which, as foon as they per¬ 
ceived the enemy landing, hoifted a brazen lliield as a fignal to Lyfan¬ 
der; who immediately advanced with the reft of die fleet, crowding all 
the fail he could; and came up with the Adienians, juft after the forces 
were landed. Some of them were gone to reft, and others employed, 
part on one thing, part on another: when the Lacedaemonians on a 
fudden attacking them, a regular force againft a confufed rout, ob¬ 
tained an eafy victory. They took the whole fleet, both men and fliips; 
except one galley only, which efcaped to carry the ungrateful news to 
Athens. 

3. Lvsander ufed to fay; “ Boys were to be cheated with dice, 
but an enemy with oaths.” 

4. After Lyfander had made himfelf matter of Thafos, knowing 
tiiat many of the citizens, who were in the Athenian intereft, had con¬ 
cealed diemfelves through fear, convened the Thafians to the temple of 
Hercules. Where, in a gracious and conciliating harangue, he fignified 
to them how readily he forgave all thofe who might have concealed 
themfelves in confequence of this revolution of affairs; and hoped they 
would difmifs all fears of his refentment. On the affurance he gave 
them, in fo facred a place as the temple, and that too in the city of his 
anceftor Hercules, and captivated by this fpecious addrefs, th ‘ Tha¬ 
fians, who had before concealed themfelves, began to veutun- out, and 
appeared publickly: whom Lyfander, after forbearing two or three 

days 
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days to take any notice of them, that fo they being kfs fearful, might 
aifb be lefs circumlpeci:, ordered to be luddenly feized and executed. 

5. When' it was debated by the Lacedemonians and their allies, 
whether they ftiould not endeavour the entire deftruftion of Athens, 
Lyfander urged many arguments againlt it •. and particularly the con- 
fideration, that Thebes, which was a neighbouring ftate, would thereby 
be rendered more powerful, and a more formidable enemy to Sparta. 
Whereas, if they could preferve the dependence of Athens, under the 
government of tyrants, they might through its vicinity, watch the 
motions of the Thebans; whofe affairs mull of courfe decreafe. 
Lyfander’s advice was approved; and they were prevailed on to give 
up the defign of deftroying Athens. 

CHAP. XLVI. 

AGIS. 

IN a war between the Peloponnefians and Lacedaemonians, the lat¬ 
ter were reduced to great fcarcity of provifions; when Agis 'gave orders 
that the oxen for one whole day fhould be kept from their feeding. And 
to conceal from the enemy their diftrefs, he fent over fome revolters to 
inform them, that the next night a great reinforcement was expected at 
the Lacedsmonian camp. All the day the mouths of the cattle were 
muzzled; and loofed as foon as night came on. The hungry oxen 
thus fet free, and turned loofe into the paftures, leaping about and bel¬ 
lowing, raifed a terrible noife, which the cavities between the hills did 
not a little contribute to increafe. He ordered the foldiers at the fame 
time to difperfe themfelves abroad, and kindle feveral fires. The Pelo¬ 
ponnefians, alarmed at the bellowing of the oxen, and the fhouts they 
heard, as well as the fires which they obferved, concluded the enemy to 
be ftrongly reinforced, ftruck their tents, and precipitately retreated. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XL VII. 

THRASYLLUS. 

TO conceal from the enemy the number of his fliips, Thrafyllus 
ordered the pilots, to link two together, expanding only the fails 
of one. And by this ftratagem only one half of his fleet was difcernible 
by the enemy. 

2. Thrasyllus, having laid clofe liege to Byzantium, and vigo- 
rouily carried on the attack, ftruck fuch a general terror into the minds 
of the Byzantines, left their city Ihould be carried by ftorm, that they 
capitulated with him for thefurrender of it within a limited time; and 
gave hoftages for their obfervance of the articles. Thrafyllus accord¬ 
ingly raifed the fiege, and embarking his army failed for, Ionia: but 
returned fecretly by night, and made himfelf mafter of die defencelefs 
city. 


CHAP. XLVIII. 

CONOR 

CONOR in danger of being delated by his allies, difpatched a 
revolter to the enemy with information of their intended retreat, of 
the time when they intended to ftrike their tents, and of their 
rout: who took their meafures accordingly, and placed an ambufcade 
to intercept them. He then informed the allied army of intel¬ 
ligence he had received, that an ambufcade was planted to intercept 
them; of which he was happy in an opportunity of apprizing them, 
■that they might be upon their guard, and the more fafely effect their 
retreat. As foon as they were fatisfied of the truth of Conon’s intel¬ 
ligence 
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ligence, and difcovered the ambufcade, won with his generality, they 
returned back to the camp, and continued with him till he had put an 
honourable end to the war, 

2. Callicratidas, with a fleet double to the enemy, falling in 
with Conon, gave chafe; and purfued him almoft to Mitylene: when 
obferving the Lacedaemonian Ihips widely feparated in the purfuit, 
Conon hoiftedup the purple flag, which was the fignal for battle to the 
other commanders. They immediately flood to, and forming a line, 
furioufly engaged the Lacedaemonian fleet; which, being thrown into 
confufion by this fudden attack of the enemy, w r ere mod of them either 
fluttered to pieces, or funk. And Conon obtained a compleat vic¬ 
tory. 

3. When Agefilaus was laying wafte Alia, Conon, being fent to 
the alliftance of Phamabafus, advifed the Perfiafi to let his gold circu¬ 
late amongft the orators of the Grecian ftates -. “ Of which, ‘ faid he,’ 
when they have once tafted, they will at your requeft influence their 
country, not only to make a peace with you, but to turn their arms 
againft the Spartans.” The advice was followed, and fucceeded: for the 
Corinthian war prefently broke out, in confequence of which the Spar¬ 
tans were obliged to recall Agefilaus from Alia. 

4. Con ox, when blocked up in Mitylene by the Lacedaemonians, 
feeing it neceflary to give the Athenians notice of it, and yet diftreffed 
how to do it undifeovered, manned two of his fwifteft failing Hoops 
with able feamen; and having fumifhed them with eveiy thing necef- 
fary, he ordered them to lie by till the evening. As foon as the day 
clofed, and he obferved the guard ftraggling about the fhore, and vari- 
oully employed, lome in dreffing their wounds, fome piling the wood, 
and others lighting the fires; he commanded them to fet fail, and fleer 
different courfes: that in cafe one was taken, the other might efcape. 
But they both arrived fafe; the enemy being either too neglectful to ob- 
ferve, or too indolent to purfue them. 


5. Just 
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Just before a naval engagement, Conon, having received intelli¬ 
gence by a revolter, that a choice detachment of the enemy’s fleet had 
determined, as their principal aim, to take the fhip in which he failed, 
fitted out a trireme exaftly like his own. And inverting the captain of 
it with the admiral’s robes, he ordered it to the right wing: and alfo 
commanded, that the whole fleet fliould receive their fignals from it. 
This the enemy obferved; and forming a line of their bell flrips, im¬ 
mediately attacked the fuppofed admiral’s veflel: while Conon vigoroufly 
engaging them with the reft of his fleet, funk part, and put the reft to 
flight. 


CHAP. XLIX. 

XENOPHON. 

XENOPHON, in his famous retreat from Perfia, when he found 
Tifaphernes’s cavalry continually attacking his baggage, advifed that 
their carriages, with all that was not abfolutely neceflary either for war, 
or the conveyance of their ftores, might be left behind; left the 
Greeks fliould defeat all poflibility of a retreat, by facrificing their lives 
in the defence of their property. 

2. As the enemy kept continually galling his rear, Xenophon formed 
his little army into two fronts, placing his baggage in a hollow fquare 
in the middle; and in this difpofition he profecuted his march: cover¬ 
ing his rear with the cavalry, (lingers, and targeteers; who repulfed the 
frequent incurfions of the barbarians. 

3. Xenophon, obferving that the barbarians had poflcfled them- 
felves' of a defile through which his route neceflarily lay, favoured by a 
high mountain with an extenfive view of the country, difcemed an ac- 
ceflible hill; but defended by a party of the enemy. At the head of a 
detachment, fuch as he judged fufficient for the purpofe, thither he 

G marched ; 
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marched; and di (lodging the forces that were polled there, difcovered 
himfelf to the enemy below: who feeing the advantageous pofition of 
the Greeks, abandoned themlelves to flight j and thus opened a lafe 
paflage for the Grecian army. 

4. The barbarian cavalry being drawn up on the oppofite fide of a 
river, which Xenophon was obliged to crofs, and ready to difpute his 
paflage over it, he felected a thoufand men, whom he detached to ford 
the river a little above; whilllhe himfelf, to engage the obfervation of 
the enemy, made a feint, as if intending to crofs it directly againft them. 
In the mean time the detached party gained the oppofite fide; and ap¬ 
pearing above the enemy, engaged them: whilft Xenophon fafely palled, 
it with the remaining part of his army. 
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T O 

GENERAL STUDHOLM HODGSON. 

SIR, 

After the example of my Au¬ 
thor, who has diftinguifhed each Book of Stratagems 
by a diftindt addrefs, to this fecond Book I beg leave 
to prefix your name. It gives me an opportunity of 
paying a tribute to military merit, which through a 
long courfe of fervice hath railed you to the higheft 
honours in your profeffion, and in that progrefs con¬ 
ciliated to you univerfal efteem. 

Your eminent fervices, and particularly thoie at 
Bellifle, ftand on better record, than any on which 
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my feeble efforts can place them. It was there you 
raifed the firft laurel, that wreathed your Sovereign’s 
brows. 

High in public eftimation, as refpe£table in private 
life, with luftre unfullied have your honours worn; 
and that you may long continue to wear them, is the 
earned wifh of, 


SIR, 

With great Refpedt, 

Your moft obliged 
And obedient 

Humble Servant, 


R. SHEPHERD . 
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BOOK II. 


THE PREFATORY ADDRESS. 

With this fecond book of Stratagems, I beg leave to prefent 
your moll lacred majelties, Antoninus and Verus; who are yourfelves 
well qualified to judge at what expence of labour and time I have made 
this colleftion; ever ftudious of your fervice: though the honourable 
poll, I hold under you at the bar, allows me few leifure hours for the 
profecution of other ftudies. 


CHAP. I. 

AGESILAUS. 

1, AGESILAUS took the field againll the Acarnenfians about feed¬ 
time ; but finding that at that feafon they intended fowing their lands, 
againll the remonftrances of the Lacedaemonians, he marched back his 
army : alleging, that after they had fown their corn, in order to pre- 
ferve it, they would be more inclinable to peace. “ For then, ‘ laid 
he,’ peace they mull have; or fuffer us to reap the fruits of their labour.” 

2. The Lacedaemonians, advancing to an engagement againll the 
united force of Thebes and Athens, though the light armed-troops 
could be of no fervice, Agefilaus ordered the whole phalanx to the at¬ 
tack. Chabrias, general of the Athenians, and Gorgidas of the The¬ 
bans, obferving the number of the enemy, commanded their refpeftive 
corps not to advance, but with their Ihields fixed on their knees, and their 
fpears couched, in that pollure to remain, and receive the enemy’s 

charge. 
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charge. Agefilaus, ftruck vrith the firm difpofition of their battle, 
judged it the province of a general rather to retreat, than hazard fo un- 
promifmg an engagement. 

3. Agzsi lacs appeared at Coronaea with a force fuperior to what 
he had ever commanded before : when an exprefs arrived with intelli¬ 
gence that Bifaiider, the Lacedaemonian admiral, had by Phamabazus 
been defeated and flain. Left the army ftiould be difpirited by this 
ill news, Agefilaus gave orders to the heralds to proclaim the contrary: 
that the Lacedemonians had been victorious by fea. And to favour 
the deceit, he himfelf appeared crowned, offered facrifices on account 
of the aufpicious news, and fent portions of the vittims round to his 
friends. Thefe demonftrations of viftory fo infpirited his troops: that 
they marched out to battle with confidence and alacrity. 

4. Agesilaus, after his victory at Coronaea, being told that the 
Athenians had fled for refuge to the temple of Minerva, replied, “ Let 
them go wherever they are inclined; for nothing can be attended 
with greater danger, than an engagement to which the enemy is forced 
by defpair.” 

5. Agesilaus, in his Afiatic expedition, to infpire his men with 
a contempt for the barbarians, whom they had been ufed to regard with 
terror, ordered fome Perfian captives to be ftripped; and expofing them 
naked before the army, he bade the Greeks obferve their delicate and 
puny frames, occafioned by the luxurious lives in which they were 
trained up; and on the other hand, how rich and coftly was their ap¬ 
parel : laconically adding, “ Thofe are our enemies, and thefe the re¬ 
wards of victory.” 

6. It was a conftant maxim with this general, always to leave the 
enemy a door open for flight. 

7. Upok a complaint of theallies, that the LacedEemonians brought 
into the field fewer forces than themfelves, Agefilaus commanded 
them to lit down by themfelves; and the Spartans to do the fame: 

■ that 
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that fo the matter might be brought to a proof. Thus feated, a herald 
made proclamation for all the potters to rife: of die allies a great 
number did fo. Upon the fecond proclamation, which was for the 
fmiths to rife; many more flood up. All the carpenters, who were a 
large body, were next ordered to life. And, in the fame manner, all 
other handicraftmen and mechanicks, in them order. So that amongft 
the allies, there were fcarce any left feated. But of the Lacedaemonians, 
not a man was feen Handing; for they are by tlieir laws reftricted from 
praftifing any mechanick employment. Thus were the allies taught, 
that though they contributed, towards carrying on the war, more men; 
yet tile Lacedaemonians brought into the field more foldiers. 

8. When Agefilaus, having marched his army into Alia, continued 
ravaging the territories in that part of the king’s dominions; Tifa- 
phernes propofed to him a truce for three months: which time was 
employed in intrigues to win over to the king’s intereft the Grascian 
cities, that were in Afia. And at the fame time, while the Greeks, re¬ 
fraining from aftion, quietly waited for the expiration of the truce, 
the Perfian was indefatigable in augmenting his force j and, contrary 
to his own engagements, on a fudden attacked them. Unexpecling 
an enemy, and unprepared to refill, a general tumult and confternation 
pervaded the Gnecian camp: when Agefilaus, with a compofed and 
tranquil countenance, or rather with looks expreffive of joy, thus ad- 
dreffed his troops: “ Tifaphernes I thank for his peijury; by which 
he has made the gods his enemies, and our allies. Let us therefore, 
my lads, march out with becoming confidence, hi conjunction with fo 
great auxiliaries. Spirited by this fhort harangue, the general led 
them forth, and obtained a compleat viftory. 

9. Upon his march to Sardis, Agefilaus difpatched perfons to pro¬ 
pagate a report, that his march was only a pretence to deceive Tifa¬ 
phernes : for though the expedition feemed profeffedly againft Lydia, 
yet his real defign was againft Caria. Tifaphernes, informed of this, 
dire&ed 
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directed all his attention tow ards the defence of Carla; whilft the La¬ 
cedemonian made an impreluon upon Lydia, and enriched himfelf with 
the fpcil of that defentelefs territory. 

10. When Agefdaus invaded Acamania, and the Acamanians had re¬ 
tired to the mountains; he halted in the plain country, and contented 
himfelf withdeftroying the wood in the adjacent places, by grubbing up 
the trees. The Acarnanians defpifed his apparent inertion, whilft he 
feemed wholly occupied in deftroying their trees; and ventured down; 
from the polls they poflefled in the mountains, to the cities which were 
Ctuated on the plains. This movement of theirs invited Agefdaus to 
action: who, by a forced march of a hundred and fixty furlongs in the 
night, early the next morning furprized them; made prifoners all the 
men he could pick up, and retreated with a great quantity of cattle, 
and other booty. 

11. Agesil aus, having heard that the Thebans had fecured the pafs 
at Scolos, ordered all the embaflies from Greece to continue at 
Thefpis; and commanded them to llore there the forage for the army. 
The Thebans, informed of this, marched their forces, which were 
polled at the pafs at Scobs, againlt Thelpias, in order to intercept 
whatever might be intended for that Ration. Whilft Agefdaus after a 
two days march found the poll at Scobs delated, which he palled un- 
difputed. 

12. The Thebans, when Agefdaus was ravaging their country, 
polfelfed themfelves of a lull, by Nature almoft inacceffible, called the 
Seat of Rhea: where he could not engage them but at a great difad- 
vantage ; nor penetrate any further into die country, till he had dil- 
lodged them. He made a feint therefore of drawing off his forces ; 
and marching directly againft Thebes: which was at that time quite 
evacuated. The Thebans, afraid for their city, abandoned their ad¬ 
vantageous poll, and halted to the defence of it; whilft Agefdaus 
palled the hill without oppolition. 


13. At 
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13. At the battle of Leu&ra, many of the Lacedaemonians hav¬ 
ing thrown down their arms, and deferted their ranks; that fo great 
a body might not be branded with infamy, Agefilaus procured himfelf 
to be appointed a temporary legiflator. In that capacity, not ventur¬ 
ing to unhinge the conftitution fo far as to eftablifli any new laws, he 
only for the time difpenfed with the execution of the old ones; leaving 
them after the battle of Leu&ra to remain in full force. 

14. A sedition happening at Sparta, and a great part of the fol- 
diery having polfetled themfelves of the facred mountain of Diana If- 
foria nigh Pitane; while the united forces of die Thebans and Arca¬ 
dians at the fame time prefled hard upon them; a general confirmation 
took place amidft the tumults of war and fedition. Agefilaus, whole 
refolution and promptitude of thought in the moft general confufion 
never forfook him, conlidered, that to endeavour to force diem to obe¬ 
dience, would in their prefent circumftances be dangerous; and to 
fupplicate and intreat them, a diminution of his authority. Going 
therefore to the mountain alone and unarmed, with an intrepid and 
unfufpefting countenance, he called out, “My lads, you have miftaken 
my orders; you therefore to that mountain, ‘ pointing to another 
place,’ and you poll yourfelves there: take your refpeftive ftations, 
and reft on your arms.” Suppoling him ignorant of their intention of 
mutiny, they obeyed, and marched to the feveral ftations he afligned 
them. But as foon as night came on, he dilpofed of twelve of the 
ringleaders in different places, and dius quafhed the fedition. 

15. The army being in great diftrefs, and numbers every day de- 
ferting; to conceal from the reft of the army the number of deferters, 
Agefilaus fent men in the night through the different quarters of the 
camp,- with orders to gather up all the fliields that were caft away, and 
bring them to him : left the Ihield being found, fliould betray the de- 
fertion of its matter. By this means, no Ihields being afterwards feen, 

the 
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the dcfeition of the troops was not perceived, and the army refumed 
their courage. 

16. Agesilaus lay along time before Phocis, without being able 
to cany the city; nor could he well difpenfe with the lofs of time, the 
liege was likely to coft him. The Phocian allies on the other hand 
were no lefs weary of the fiege, than he was. He therefore ordered his 
army to ftrike their tents; and retreated. Upon this retreat of the 
enemy, the allies gladly received their difcharge: of which Agefilaus 
having notice returned, and made an eafy conqueft of the city thus 
evacuated by the allies. 

17. Having occafion to march through Macedonia, Agefilaus fent 
an embaffy to king rEropus, to treat with him for a free paffage. But 
the Macedonian, who had received intimation of the weaknefs of the 
Lacedemonian cavalry, refufed to enter into any treaty with him; and,, 
ordering his own cavalry to take the field, returned anfwer, that he 
would meet him in perfon. Agefilaus therefore, to make a greater fliew 
of cavalry’ than he really had, ordered the infantry to form the firft 
line j and behind them he placed all the horfe he could mufter up, dif- 
pofing them in a double phalanx: and increafing the number with affes, 
mules, and fuch hories as, being paft fen-ice, were ufed only for draw¬ 
ing the baggage. Soldiers mounted upon thefe, and equipped in com- 
pleat horfe armour, gave the appearance of a numerous cavalry. And 
ftruck with fo formidable a force, /Eropus concluded a league with the 
Lacedaemonians, allowing them a free paffage through his dominions. 

iS. While the army was encamped in Baiotia, Agefilaus obferv- 
ing the allies averfe to an engagement, and continually flipping away, 
difpatched private orders to Orchomenus, a city in the alliance, whither 
they withdrew themfelves, to admit none of the allies into their city, 
without orders from him. Finding therefore no place of refuge, they 
no longer confulted for their fafety by flight, but victory. 

19 In 
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19. In an engagement with the Lacedemonians the Thebans being 
hard prefled endeavoured to cut tlieir way through the Lacedamionian 
phalanx. The engagement continued obftinate, and the carnage on 
both fides was great: when Agefilaus commanded his troops to aft 
upon the defenfive, and open their ranks: which gave the Thebans 
an opportunity of breaking through; who immediately betook them- 
felves to flight. Agefilaus then fell upon their rear, and, without 
further lofs to himfelf, obtained a compleat and cheap viftory over 
the flying foe. 

20. In another engagement with the Bseotians, obferving the allies 
to be on the point of giving ground, Agefilaus ordered a retreat: 
which was made through a narrow defile of mountains, the Lacede¬ 
monians leading the van: there he halted; and the enemy falling 
upon his rear, the allies had no alternative but to conquer, or die. 

21. Agesilaus having invaded Beotia, ordered the allies to deftroy 
the timber, and lay wafte the country: but obferving their negligence 
and remiffnefs in executing his orders, he commanded them to defift from 
further ravages; at the fame time removing his camp three or four 
times a day. In confequence of thefe manoeuvres, they became obliged 
to cut down wood for the puipofe of cre£ling their tents. And thus 
were they compelled by necefiity to do what their general’s orders, and 
the injury the enemy would thereby fuftain, could not prevail upon 
them to efFe< 5 t. 

22. Agesilaus, afting in Egypt as an ally to Neftanebus; they 
were in a little fpot of ground hemmed in, and blockaded. The 
Egyptian, impatient at feeing himfelf thus immured, was inftant with 
Agefilaus to hazard an engagement. But he continued inflexible to his 
purpofe, waiting till his little army was furrounded with a wall 
and trench, one finall gap only remaining, which looked like a gate¬ 
way into the inclofure. Agefilaus then calling out, “ Now is the 
time for courage!” fallied out at the portal, vigorouily attacked, and 

H routed 
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routed the enemy, the enclofure ferving as a fortification to prevent 
them from being furrounded by fuperiourity of numbers. 

2^. A battle was fought between the Lacedemonians and The¬ 
bans, in which the victory was doubtful; the night only determining 
the difpute. Agefilaus difpatched in die night a party of foldiers, on 
whom he could depend, with orders to bring off from the field, or 
fecretly bury, all the Spartans they could find: which having accom- 
plifhed they retired into the camp before day. The enemy perceiving 
by day-light, that almoft all the dead were Thebans, loft their fpirits 
and alacrity, prefuming they had received a fignal defeat. 

24. Agesilaus, returning from his Afiatick expedition, marched 
through Baeotia; when the Thebans, endeavouring to harrafs him in 
his march, poflefied themfelves of tire defiles through which he was 
obliged to pafs. Upon this he formed his army into a double phalanx, 
and in that difpofition gave publick orders to dircft their march 
to Thebes. Terrified left he fhould furprife the city in their abfence, 
the Thebans inftantly quitted their polls, and returned with all the 
expedition they could to protect it; leaving Agefilaus to purfue his 
march unmolefted. 

25. The Thebans, to prevent the irruption of Agefilaus into their 
territories, fortified their camp: on either fide of which was a narrow 
defile. Agefilaus, forming his army into a fquare and hollow column, 
advanced againft the pafs on the left: on which having drawn the 
enemy’s whole attention, he privately detached fmall bodies of troops 
from his rear; who poflefied themfelves of the other pafs without op- 
pofition: and through that he entered the Theban territories, and ra¬ 
vaged them at difcretion. 

26. While Agefilaus was encamped againft Lampfacum; there 
came to Mm fome lick revolters from the mines: who told in the 
camp, that the Lampfacenians haddeftinedto the mines all the prifon- 
ers they (hould take. This fo enraged the army, that they advanced 

to 



STRATAGEMS OF WAR. 


59 


to die very walls of the city, determined to florin and plunder it. 
Agefilaus, unable to reprefs their fury, and yet inclined to favc the 
city, pretended to join in the general refentment j and ordered his troops 
immediately to deftroy all the neighbouring vineyards, as being the 
property of the principal citizens. While the troops were thus em¬ 
ployed, he found means to apprife the Lampfacenians of their danger, 
and to put them on their guard againft the intended attack. 

27. While the Lacedaemonians and Thebans were encamped 
againft each other on oppofite fides of the Eurotas; Agefilaus finding 
the Lacedaemonians eager to pafs the river, and dreading the fuperiour 
force of the enemy, induftrioufly propagated a report, that the oracle 
had declared, die army would be routed, that firft eroded the river. 
Thus reftraining the ardour of the Lacedaemonians, he left a few of the 
allies under die command of tiieir general Symmachus the Thafian, to 
guard the padage of the Eurotas; at the fame time ordering him, as 
foon as the enemy attempted to crofs the river, to retreat with preci¬ 
pitation, dire&ing his rout to fome hollow ways, where he had placed 
an ambufeade: himfelf in the mean time taking a ftrong pofition with 
the Lacedaemonian veterans. The Thebans, obferving the fmall force 
that was left under Symmachus to difputc their pallage, alfumed con¬ 
fidence, and eroded the river: and while they purfued the troops, that 
according to their inftruttions fled before them, they fell into the am¬ 
bufeade, and loft fix hundred men. 

28. Agesilads having marched into Meflenia, difpatched a fpy: 
who returned widi intelligence, that not only the Meflenians had quit¬ 
ted the city, refolved to oppofe him j but even their wives and children, 
and the Haves, who were manumitted on the occafion. He therefore 
gave up the enterprife; obferving, that men in defperation would al¬ 
ways fight with moft determined courage. 

29. When the Lacedaemonians were blocked up in their city by 
the Thebans; indignant at being cooped within their walls with 
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the women, determined to Tally out, and by a glorious attempt either 
conquer, or die. Agelilaus diffuaded them from the rath defign; remind¬ 
ing them, that they once had thus blocked up the Athenians: who, 
infiead of throwing away their lives in fuch a wild attempt, manned 
their walls, and defended the city; till wearied out with oppofition and 
delay, they had themfelves been compelled to raife the fiege, and eva¬ 
cuate the country. 

30. Agesilabs, returning from Afia with great fpoils, was bar- 
raffed by the enemy: who annoyed him with their arrows and darts. 
He therefore flanked his army with the prifoners; whom unwilling to 
facrince, the barbarians defifted from future attacks. 

31. The city Menda, which was in the intereft of the Athenians* 
Agefilaus furprifed by night; and pollelled himfelf of the HrongeH part 
of it. The Mendenfians enraged, and determined to difpute the poll 
with him “ What occafion,” faid he, Handing up and haranguing 
them, “ for l'o much rage and refentment r one half of you are in the 
confpiracy, that betrayed the city to me.” The Mendenfians thus made 
to fufpeci each other, fubmitted to the victor’s terms without further 

3 a. Ir was the practice of Agefilaus, to reflore without ranfom to 
their countries thofe captives, who had powerful connexions in their 
relpcXive Hates: in.order to lefifen their confequence and power to 
excite innovations, by creating a fuiplcion of them fidelity in the minds 
of their fellow citizens. 

33. Is the embaflies Agefilaus received, he always made-it a requi- 
fition, that the enemy lhould depute perfons of the firfi confequence in 
the Hate. When living with them on terms of friendfhip, and politely 
treating them, among the common people he railed fufpicions of their 
difaffeXion, and thus promoted fedition in their refpeXive cities. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. II. 

CLEARCHUS. 

CLEARCHUS at the head of a numerous army having advanced 
to a river, in one place fo eafdy fordable that the water would not reach 
higher than the knees, and in another fo deep as to be breaft-high, 
endeavoured firfb to effect a palfage where the water was Ihalloweft. But 
finding it roughly difputcd with flings and arrows, he marched his 
heavy-armed troops to the fpot, where the river was deepeft. The great- 
eft part of their bodies being there concealed beneath the water, and 
that which was above covered with their fhields, they crofted it without 
lofs, and forced the enemy to retreat; while the remaining part of the 
army paired the {hallow ford without oppofition. 

2. After the death of Cyrus, Clearchus retreating with the 
Grecian forces encamped in a neighbourhood that abounded with pro- 
vifions. Thither Tifaphernes fent ambalfadors, afturing them of his 
permiflion to continue unmolefted there, on giving, up their arms. 
Clearchus pretended fo great attention to the embafl’y, as induced 
Tifaphernes, depending on a treaty taking place, to difband part of his 
army, and fend his troops into quarters. After which the Greeks 
ftruck their tents in the night, and in an unremitted march of a day 
and night got fo far Hart of the Perfian, that before he could collect 
his difperfed troops, they were entirely out of his reach. 

3. Clearchus requefted Cyrus not to expofe himfelf to danger, 
but to poft himfelf at a diftance, as a fpe&ator of the engagement: re- 
prefenting to him, that a fingle man by mere bodily ftrength could be 
of little confequence in determining an aftion; whereas if he fell in 
battle, they mull all fall with him. He then advanced flowly with the 
Greeks in a clofe firm phalanx, the exact order of whole march ftruck 
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terror into tlie enemy. And as foon as they approached within reach 
of their javelins, he ordered them, as faft as they could run, to clofe. 
And by this manoeuvre the Greeks were fuperiour to the Perlians in 
every action. 

4. After the death of Cyrus, the Greeks were left in pofleffion of 
a large and rich tratt of country; which was fo furrounded by a river, 
that, but for one narrow ifthmus, it was perfectly infular. Clearchus 
finding it difficult to prevent them from encamping in the peninfula, 
difpatched to the camp a pretended deferter, who informed them that 
the king had it in contemplation to draw a wall acrofs the ifthmus, 
and hem them in. The Greeks took the alarm, acceded to Clearchus’s 
meafures, and encamped without the ifthmus. 

5. Returning from an expedition with great treafures, Clearchus 
was furpriftd by a fupeiiour force on a mountain, upon which he had 
pofted himfelf. While the enemy were drawing a trench round the 
mountain; he was incefiantly importuned by his officers to engage, be¬ 
fore they were quite blocked up. Have a little patience, replied the chief. 
And as foon as the evening approached, in the moft incompleat part 
of the trench he depofitcd his baggage and booty : and on that, as a 
narrow pafs, engaged die enemy; thereby defeating the advantage 
which their fuperiourity of numbers gave them. 

6 . Clearchus returning with thelpoils he had taken from Thrace, 
and not being able to make good his retreat to Byzantium, encamped 
near the Thracian mountains: and expe&ingthat the Thracians would 
from thence poffr down and attack him in the night, he ordered his 
troops to lay on their arms, and in the courfe of the night frequently 
to roufe themfelves. In order to make trial of their readinefs to receive 
a fudden attack, he chofe a very dark night, and in the midft of it at 
the head of a fmall detachment appeared before his own camp; his 
men brandilhing and ftriking their arms againft each other in the 
Thracian manner. His troops, taking them for the enemy, immedi¬ 
ately 
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ately formed, to receive them. The Thracians in the mean time in 
reality advanced, in hopes to furprife them afleep: who being dreft and 
in arms, received the affailants; and, unprepared as they were for fo 
ready and vigorous a refinance, defeated them with great (laughter. 

7. After the revolt of the Byzantines, Clearchus, thougli con¬ 
demned by the Ephori, profecuted the expedition againft the Thracians; 
and with four fliips arrived at Lampfacum: where he apparently lived 
in a loofe and diffipated manner. To him the Byzantines applied for 
afliftauce againft the Thracians, by whom they were clofely prefled. 
Pretending a fevere fit of the gout, it was three days before he admit¬ 
ted the Byzantine ambafladors to an audience : when he told them, he 
was very forry for their fituation; and affured them of the afliftance 
they required. Accordingly manning two fliips, belides the four he 
had with him, he fet fail for Byzantium. There he debarked his own 
troops, and addreflinghimfelf to an aflembly of the people, advifed them 
to embark on board his Blips all their cavalry and effedtive men; and, 
in order to divert the attention of the enemy from the city, to fall upon 
their rear. At the fame time he directed the mailers of the veflels, as 
foon as they faw him give the fignal for battle, immediately to 
weigh anchor. The troops embarked, and the fignal given, the veflels 
were immediately under fail: when Clearchus, pretending to be thirfty, 
and obferving a tavern clofe by, defired the Byzantine generals to 
Hep in with him. And polling a party of his men at the door, lie 
madhered the generals, and enjoined the mailer of the tavern, on rilk 
of his life, not to differ the tranfaftion to tranfpire; till taking advan¬ 
tage of the abfence of the citizens, who were bufied in forwarding the 
embarkation, he introduced his own troops, and made himfelf mailer 
of the city. 

8 . The Thracians fent ambafladors to Clearchus, who had carried 
terror and devaftation through their country, to folicit peace. But 
averfe to it 011 any terms, as an inexpedient meafure, he ordered the 
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cooks to cut in pieces two or three Thracian bodies, and hang them 
up: enjoining them, if any Thracians afked what it meaned, to tell 
them they were to he got ready for Clearchus's fupper. Struck with 
horror at fuch acts as that, the Thracian ambafladors took their leave, 
without ever opening their commiffion. 

9. Clear cutis, finding his infantry much galled by the 
enemy’s horfe, formed his army into platoons*, each platoon co¬ 
vering a more than ulual fpace: and ordered them, lowering their 
fiiields, under cover of them, with their fwords to dig ditches as large 
as they readily and conveniently could. As foon as this was effe&ed, 
he advanced beyond the ditches into the plain that lay before them, 
directing his troops, as foon as they were prefled by the enemy’s ca¬ 
valry, to retreat behind the ditches they had made. The horfe pulh- 
ing eagerly after them, fell one over ancthtr into the ditches; and be¬ 
came an eafy facriiice to the troops of Clearchus. 

10. When Clearchus was in Thrace, his army was harrafled with 
groundlefs apprehenfions of noclumal attacks: to re-eftablifli there¬ 
fore that tianquillity in his camp, which was thus diflurbed by con¬ 
tinual tumults and confufmn, he ordered, that if any tumult fiiould 
arife, not a man fiiould ftir; and if any one rofc and left his tent, 
that he Ihould be killed as an enemy. Thefe orders effectually dif- 
fipated all apprehenfions of a noclumal furprife; and quiet and tran¬ 
quillity again took place. 

• I have ventured thus to tranflaic the Greek TXiirwr; though perhaps the platoon 
may not exactly anfwer to the t>ji$ »:», which fignines a brick or tile: a quadrilateral figure* 
whole oppofite iides were equal; its length extended towards the enemy, and exceeding its 
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CHAP. III. 

EP AMINOND AS. 

PH/EBIADES, prefect of the tower, conceived apalfion for the wife 
of Epaminondas, who informed her hutband of the advances he had 
made to her. Epaminondas directed her to diflemble with the lover, 
and to invite him to fupper: defuing him at the fame time to bring 
fomc friends with him, to whom Ihe promifed to introduce ladies 
as cafy and complying as hcrfelf. According to engagement Phsebi- 
ades and his company came; and found every thing agreeable to 
their willies. After having flipped, and drank freely, the ladies defired 
leave to retire, in order te attend an evening facrifice, and promiled 
to return. The requeft was complied with, and the porters were or¬ 
dered again to introduce them. They accordingly left the company, 
and gave their drefs to fomc beardlefs youths; whom one of the wo¬ 
men attending back to the porters, they, after a fliort converfation with 
her, introduced to the company. The young men, according to their 
inftructions, immediately difpatchcd both Phasbiades and his com¬ 
panions*. 

2. When Epaminondas advanced to Leuttra. 1 , the Thcfpians 
difeovered a difinclination to engage: which he plainly obferved; but 
to avoid any confufion in the army by their defertion, at the inftant of 
attack, ordered proclamation to be made, that whoever of the Boeo¬ 
tians. wilhed to leave the field, lhould have liberty to do it. The 
Thelpians, armed as they were, took advantage of the proclamation, 

* This whole relation has many marks of fpurioufncrs. It is no ftratagem of war, but 
a pretended anecdote of Epaminondas. It mentions the wife of that illuftrious chief; who 
was never married: as well as the ignoble death of Phsebiades, who died gallantly fighting 
again!! the Thebans. 

I and 
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and withdrew: while Epaminondas with the determined troops, that 
remained with him, obtained a glorious ar.d fplendid victory. 

3. Epaminondas having made an irruption into Peloponnefus, 
found the enemy encamped at Mount Onieum. A violent ftorm of 
thunder happened at the time, which greatly intimidated the army. The 
augur declared againft engaging. It is the very time faid Epaminondas 
for action : the thunder plainly fignifying the confufton of the army 
encamped. The turn, the general gave to the phenomenon, infpired 
confidence in the foldiers; who with eagcrnels advanced to the attack. 

4. In the engagement at Leuctrae, Epaminondas commanded the 
Thebans, and Cleombrotus the Lacedaemonians. Victory remained long 
in fufpence: when Epaminondas called on his troops, to give him one 
ltep more, and he would enfure the viftory. They did fo •• and obtained 
it. The Spartan king Cleombrotus was killed in the action, and the 
Lacedxmonians left the enemy matters of the field. 

j. In a fuccefsful expedition againit the Lacedaemonians, Epami¬ 
nondas had it in his power to have taken Lacedaemon: but retreated 
from before the city, without availing himfelf of the advantage he- pof- 
fefied. His colleagues threatening to bring him to account for his 
conduct, he fhewed them the Arcadians, the MelTenians, the Argives, 
and other Peloponnefians: “ If ‘ faid he,’ we were to extirpate the Lace¬ 
demonians, all thefe would become our enemies; who are now our al¬ 
lies, not for the lake of aggrandifing Thebes, but to check the Spartan 
power.” 

6 . Epaminondas uled to encourage the Thebans to try their 
ftrength with the Lacedemonians, who lived amongft them, in 
wreftling and boxing: and in thofe exercifes eafily maftering them, 
they conceived a contempt for the people; and thus learned to meet 
them in the field with confident fuperiourity. 

7. While in Peloponnefus, Epaminondas conftantly drew up his 
army as for action at fun-rife: thereby impreffing the enemy with a 

perfuafion. 
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perfuafion that he meant to try it openly with them in the field. De¬ 
ceived by this feint, he attacked them in the night, quite unprepared 
to receive him. 

S. At the memorable aftion between the Lacedaemonians and their 
■allies, commanded by Cleombrotus, and the Thebans under the con¬ 
duct of Epaminondas; the Theban general contrived by two devices to 
fupport the fpirit of his troops, alarmed at the fuperiour force of the 
enemy, whole army amounted to forty thoufand men. When they 
marched out of the city, he prepared a man to meet them, an entire 
Rranger, with a garland on his head, and drefied with ribbands: who 
told them he was commiffioned by Tropbonius to inform them, that 
the victory would be their’s, who began the attack. The Thebans, 
religioufly imprefled with this declaration of the oracle, Epaminondas 
then ordered to pay their vows at the .temple of Hercules: after hav¬ 
ing previoufly inftrutted the priefts to open the temple by night, 
take out the rufty arms that lay there, furbilh them up, and place them 
before the ftatue of the god; after that with their attendants to quit the 
place, and apprife nobody of what was done. No fooner had the foldiers 
and their officers entered the temple, which they found open, without 
any fervant attending, and the old rufty arms new furbiflied, bright 
and gleaming, than they raifed their acclamations to the god; and ad¬ 
vanced to battle, in confidence that they fought under the aufpices of 
Hercules. The event correfponded with the confidence they had af- 
fumed; and with a fifth of the number, they defeated an army of 
forty thoufand men. 

9. To prevent an irruption that Epaminondas attempted into La- 
cedsemonia, a body of Spartans were detached to fecure the pafs by the 
Onaean mountains: before which Epaminondas halted, and pretended im¬ 
mediately to attempt to force it. The Lacedaemonians continued all 
night under arms, ready to receive him : who on the contrary, giving 
orders to his men to refrefh and repofe themfelves, deferred his attack 
l 2 till 
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till the next morning; when linking his tents, he engaged the enemy 
fleecing, and weary for want of the night’s reft; cafily defeated them, 
and forced the pafs. 

10. Epaminondas once attempted by an aTault in the night to 
pofiefs himfelf of the city of Lacedsemon, in the abfence of the Lace¬ 
demonian forces. But Agefilaus, by fome delerters being informed 
of his defign, by a forced march threw himfelf with a body of troops 
into the town : and being there prepared to receive the enemy repulfed 
them with great lofs. Amidil the confufion that enfued in the Theban 
army, routed by night and vigoroufly prefled by the Lacedemonians, 
many threw away their fhields; which Epaminondas obferving, in or¬ 
der to conceal their difgrace, directed the troops to deliver up their 
fhields to the keepers of the baggage, and themfclves to attend the ge¬ 
neral only with their {words and fpears. This ingratiated him with thofe 
who had thrown away their arms; and who, in return for that, act of 
favour, were nr.oft alert in executing his commands. 

11. Is an engagement between the Thebans ar.d Lacedemonians, 
night coming on, and the victory' remaining undetermined, both arr 
mies retreated to their refpective camps. The Lncedxmonians, who en¬ 
camped in regular order, with their proper regiments, and companies, 
miffing their comrades, became acquainted with their lofs; and went un¬ 
der great difeouragement and concern to reft. Epaminondas, on the con¬ 
trary, ordered the Thebans, without regard to their particular regiment, 
or company, to fup as quick as they could, in whatever tent they 
happened to gain; and to fupply each other with fuch provifions as 
they found at hand. Immediately after fupper, they repaired to deep; 
which was the founder, as not being dillurbed by the known lofs of 
their comrades. The next morning they marched to the attack, well 
refreflied and in full fpirits; and obtained an eafy victory over the ene¬ 
my, faint and difpirited by the lofs of their friends, and like an army 
that had already lutfered a defeat. 

12. When Epaminondas took the field againft the Lacedaemonians 

and 
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and their allies, whole army amounted to forty thoufand men : oh- 
ferving his troops, as might be cxpefted, alarmed at the great fuperi- 
ourity of the enemy, by various ftratagems he endeavoured to keep up 
their fpirits. There was in the temple of Pallas at Thebes a ftatue of 
the goddefs holding a fpear in her right hand; and before her knees 
lay a fhield. In the night he introduced an artift into the temple; who 
altered the ftatue, and made her in her left hand hold the handle of the 
fhield. In the morning, before the troops marched out, he ordered the 
temples to be all thrown open, on pretence of performing fonie offices 
of religion, before he went to battle. The foldiers remarked with afto- 
nilhrr.ent the change in the goddefs’s appearance j which they confidcr- 
ed as an afilirance of her immediate protection. In a ftudied harangue 
on the occasion, Epaminondas ufed eveiy argument to fupport the im- 
preffion : and the Thebans engaged with fuch confidence of fuccefs, 
that clofing with the enemy fword in hand, they obtained againft a 
great advantage in numbers, a compleat and brilliant victory. 

13. While the Thefl'alians were drawn up on the oppofite fide of 
the river Sperchius, in order to difpute the Theban’s pafiage over the 
bridge ; Epaminondas, obforving in the morning a cloud rife from the 
eaft of the river, commanded his men to carry every one of them two 
faggots of wood, one green and the other dry; and at midnight to fet 
fire to the dry one, and lay the green one at the top of it. The night, 
the clouds, and the fmoke fo obfeured the air, that Epaminondas 
marched his army over the bridge undifeovered; nor till the fmoke and 
clouds were difperfed, did the Thefl'alians know the Theban army had 
crofted the bridge; who then prefented themfelves in order of battle on 
the open plain. 

14. To gain the advantage of ground againft the Laccdsemonians, 
Epaminondas ordered his general of the horfe, with fixteen hundred ol 
the cavalry, to ride up and down, advancing a fmall diftance before 
the army. Having by this means raifed a cloud of dull, which prevented 

the 
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•the enemy from obferving his motions: he filed off, and took poffeffion 
of the higher ground. His polition foon explained to the Lacedemo¬ 
nians, what before they could not account for, the advanced movements 
of the cavalry. 

15. To excite the Thebans to a vigorous attack on the Lacede¬ 
monians, Epaminondas produced a great fnake: and before the ar¬ 
my, bruifing its head, “ Crufli but the head,” faid he, “ and you fee'hotv 
impotent is the reft of the body. Thus let us but bruife the head of 
the confederacy, that is the Lacedemonians; and the power of the al¬ 
lies will be infignificant.” The Thebans felt the force of his obferva- 
tion, attacked and routed the Lacedemonian troops s and the whole 
icdy of the allies immediately gave way and fled. 

CHAP. IV. 

PELOPIDAS. 

PELOPIDAS advanced againft two fortified towns of the Mag- 
mefians, diftant about an hundred and twenty furiongs from each 
other. Upon approaching one, he ordered fome horfemen, with 
chaplets on their head, on full fpeed to ride up to him, and inform 
him that the other city was taken. This intelligence as foon as he 
received, he defilled from his prefent enterprife; and marched to the 
city which was fuppofed to have been taken. As foon as he came be¬ 
fore the walls of it, he directed a great fire to be kindled; the fmoke 
of which being feen in the other city, confirmed the people in their 
fufpicion of that city being taken, and burnt: and therefore to avoid 
the fame calamity, on the return of Pelopidas, they opened their gates, 
and furrendered the city to him. With the forces he took in that 
town, he then advanced againft the other; who, convinced of the fate 
of that already taken, ventured to hold out no longer, but furrender¬ 
ed theirs alfo to the conquerour. 


2. Pelo- 




STRATAGEMS OF WAR. 


7 * 

2. Pelopidas, not having time to crofs a river in his retreat from 
Thefialy, the enemy preffing fo clofe upon his rear, encamped by the 
fide of it; and in front of the enemy entrenched hiinfelf as ftrongly 
as the time would permit. Then dire&ing a great quantity of wood, 
to be cut down, and laid in the trenches, he ordered his troops to reft. 
About midnight he fet the wood on fire; which burning very brilkly,. 
interrupted the purfuit of the enemy, and gave him an opportunity 
of palling the river unmolefted; 

3. A Lacedemonian garrifon having been impofed on Thebes;, 
tire commander of it fixed his quarters in the tower. It happened to. 
be the feaft of Venus: which the women celebrate with great fef- 
tivity; while the men as fpeftators attend. To do honour to the 
goddefs, the captain of the garrifon ordered fome proftitutes to be in¬ 
troduced : among whom entered Pelopidas, with a dagger concealed 
under his veil; flew the captain of tire garrifon, and delivered Thebes- 
from the tyranny of the foe. 


CHAP. V.. 

GORGIAS. 

GORGIAS was the perfon, who firft inftituted the facred band :: 
it confifted of thirty*, devoted to each other by mutual obligations 
of love. And fuch was the effeft of the paflion, they had conceived 
for each other ; that they were fcarcely ever known to fly : but either 
died for each other, or gallantly conquered. 

2. Gorgias, who commanded a detachment of cavalry, having 
fallen in with a body of heavy-armed troops under the command of 
Phsbidas on a confined piece of ground, ordered a retreat; as if 

* It ihould be thru bundnd, which is the number of the faendband. 


unable. 
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unable to fuflain the attack of the heavy-armed troops. The enemy 
continued to prefs clofely on him, till he had at laft drawn them to 
an open plain: when Gorgias, hoiiting up a helmet on the top of a 
fpear, gave a fignal to his troops to face about. The impreffion of 
the cavalry, as foon as they had room to act, die heavy-armed troops 
were no longer able to fuftain ; but abandoned themfelvcs to flight : 
many were flain in the rout; and Phrebidas amongfl others with diffi¬ 
culty efcaped to Thefpia. 


CHAP. VI. 

DERCYLLIDAS. 

DERCYLLIDAS pledged himfelf with an oath to Medias the 
tyrant of Scepfis; that if he would come forth to a conference with 
him, he fhould have free liberty to return into the city. The tyrant 
accordingly advanced to meet him. At that conference Dcrcyllidas 
ordered him on peril of his life to direct the gates to be opened. 
Thus intimidated, he gave the orders impofed on him, and the gates 
were thrown open. “ Now,” faid Dercyllidas, “ return into your 
city: for that I engaged to you. But I and my army will enter too.” 


CHAP. VII. 

ALCETAS. 

ALCETAS the Lacedxmonian, having planned an expedition 
from Iftixa, in order to conceal his ftrength, embarked part of his 
forces on board one trireme ; which he ordered to manoeuvre in fight 
of the enemy. When taking his opportunity, he privately failed with 

his 
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his whole force, confifting of three triremes, and polfeffed himfelf of all 
the enemy's ftores. 


CHAP. VIII. 

ARCHIL AID AS. 

ARCHILAIDAS the Lacedaemonian purfuing his rout through a 
fufpicious country, where he thought it very probable ambufcades 
might be formed to intercept him, though he had received no intelli¬ 
gence of any, fignified it to his army as a faft, of which he had been 
apprifed; and ordered them therefore to march in order of battle. 
His apprehenfions were eventually verifiedj a ftrong force having been 
placed in ambufh to furprifehim: whom he inftantly attacked; and 
unprepared to receive the Lacedaemonians, as not fufpefting any pre¬ 
paration for attion on their fide, eafily cut to pieces. 

CHAP. IX. 

I S I D A S. 

IN confequence of the fatal battle at Leu&ra, the Thebans having 
placed a garrifon at Gythium, a port of the Lacedaemonians, Ifidas 
alTociated with him a hundred youths of his acquaintance; who oiling* 
themfelves, bound chaplets of olive on their temples, and, concealing 
under their arms a dagger, run naked upon the plain, Ifidas being firft, 
and the reft following him. And while the Thebans, deceived by their 
appearance, fuppofed they were only entertaining themfelves with 

* It was a practice both with the Greeks and Romans, previous to exercifes of agility, 
fiich as running, wreltling, &C. to oil their limbs; in order to render them more pliant and 
flexile. 

K fports; 
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fports; the Lacedemonians with fword in hand fell upon them, killed 
fome, and, expelling the reft from the town, regained the pofleffion of 
Gythium. 

CHAR X. 

CLEANDRIDAS. 

IN an expedition againft Terenis, Cleandridas marched his army 
under cover of a hollow way, in order to furprife the city. But the 
Terenenfians, apprifed by deferters of his defign, marched out, and 
fliewed themfelves on the eminences above him. His troops were dis¬ 
heartened at the advantageous polition; when Cleandridas called out, 

“ Courage, my lads;” and then ordered a herald to proclaim aloud,. 

“ Let thofe of the Terenenfians, who can, anfwer the fignal agreed' 
on, and they will be fafe.” The Terenenfians, induced by this pro¬ 
clamation to fuppofe themfelves betrayed, precipitately retreated, in 
order to fecure the city; leaving Cleandridas to purfue his march in 
fafety: who, after having ravaged the country, retreated without mo- 
leftation. 

2. Cleandridas, the Thurian, after having defeated the Leuca- 
nians, led the Thurians to the field of battle: and there obferved to 
them, on the fpot where they had been polled, the clofe and compaft 
manner in which they fought, and to which he told them they owed 
the victory: while the enemy, quitting their polls, and loofening their 
ranks, were not able to fuftain their united Ihock. While he was thus 
haranguing them, the Leucanians had rallied, and with a confiderable 
accellion of force were advancing againft him. Cleandridas retreated to 
a confined and narrow fpot, where the enemy’s fuperiority of numbers 
was rendered ufelefs; and his own troops extended a front equal to 
theirs. By this manoeuvre the Leucanians received a fecond defeat. 

3. To increafe the fufpidons, that were entertained bytheTegeates 

again It 
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.againft their chiefs, as being fecredy in die intereft of die Lacedemo¬ 
nians, Cleandridas, when he ravaged the country, from all devaluation 
fcrupuloufly exempted their eftates. Diftinguilhed by fuch marks of 
the enemy’s attention, they were immediately charged with treafon: 
and, finding the refentment of the people run high againft them, for 
fear of being punilhed by a falfe imputation of treafon, became really 
guilty of it, and betrayed to him the city: thus necelfitated for their 
own prefervation to realize a falfe fufpicion. 

4. I n the Leucanian war, Cleandridas, after having defeated the 
enemy widi half their number, apprehenfive that he Ihould not be able 
again to bring them to an adtion, if they knew his ftrength, prefented 
a narrow front j forming the phalanx in depdi. The Leucanians, de- 
fpifing die fuppofed inferiority of his numbers, thought of nothing 
but how to prevent the efcape of the enemy: and accordingly ex¬ 
tended their ranks, in order to furround them. After they had by this 
motion precluded their own retreat, Cleandridas ordered his officers to 
extend their cohorts as wide as they could; and thereby furrounded the 
Leucanians, who were all cut to pieces, except a few, who bafely faved 
themfelves by flight. 

5. Cleandridas always dilfuaded a regular engagement againft a 
fuperiour force: obferving, that when the lion’s Ikin was not fufficient, 
it was necefiary to few to it the fox’s tail. 

CHAP. XI. 

PHARACIDAS. 

THE Carthaginians having declared war againft the Syracufans, 
Pharacidas fell in with a Carthaginian fquadron, and took nine Ihips; 
which, having the enemy’s main fleet, of much fuperiour force, to pafs, 
K 2 he 
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he manned with his own troops and failors. The Carthaginians,, 
knowing the fhips, and fuppofmg them their friends,, fuffered them to 
pals unmolefted into the haven of Syracufe- 


CHAP. XIL 

DEIPHANTES. 

DEIPHANTES directed the Dorians, in order to bring the Argives: 
to an action, to ravage their country; and himfelf at the fame time 
embarked a detachment, with which he landed near a mountain in the 
vicinity of the Argive camp. A fcout was difpatched to give informa¬ 
tion to the Argives of the depredations the Dorians committed: who 
immediately marched out to engage them. Deiphantes, with his de¬ 
tachment, in the mean time Tallied out from his ambufcade; and inthe 
abfence of the army took pofleffion of their camp. The parents, chil¬ 
dren, and wives of the Argives, having thus fallen into the hands of. 
the enemy; to redeem them, they delivered up to the Dorians the coun¬ 
try and dries of which they had difpoflefled them- 

CHAP. XIII. 

EURYTION. 

EURYTION, King of Sparta, finding the war in which he had 
engaged againft the Arcadians protracted beyond his expectation, in 
order to- throw the dty into factions, difpatchtd a herald to inform 
them; the Lacedaemonians would raife the fiege, if they would banifli 
the guilty:, under which term he diltinguilhed thofe, who had been 
concerned 
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concerned in the deftru&ion of /Egina. Thofe, accordingly, who had 
been inftrumental in the maffacre committed there, apprehenfive left 
they fliould be facrificed by the people for the purchafe of peace, 
banded together; onpromife of freedom affociated with them the haves, 
and put to the fword all whom they thought inimical to their party. 
The city thus divided into two faftions, they, whofe objeft was peace, 
affembled in a particular quarter of the town by themfelves, and threw 
open the gates to the enemy: who by the Mantinasan faftion obtained 
what they were unable to effeft by force of arms. 

CHAP. XIV.. 

E P H O R I. 

THE Ephori, having been apprifed of a confpiracy, foimed by 
Cynadon, and not thinking, it advifeable to feife him in the city, pri¬ 
vately difpatched a party of horfe. to the borders of Lacedaemon; where 
it was contrived, Cynadon, attended by two foldiers, fliould be invited 
to a private conference. As foon as he arrived on the fpot, the horfe, 
who had been difpatched for that purpofe, feifed him, and by torture 
made him confefs the reft' of the conlpirators. His confefiion was fent 
to the Ephori, who ordered them to execution; which, a previous form: 
or trial not being required, was attended with no tumult or confufion. 

2. Having learned that a riot was intended, the fignal of which 
was to be. a cap thrown up hi the midft of the forum; the crier was 
ordered to make this proclamation: “ All who are for the cap being 
• thrown up, quit the forum.” Accordingly all who were concerned in 
the intended riot, finding their defign was difcovered, defifted from the 
execution of it. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. XV. 

HIPPODAMAS. 

WHILE Hippodamas was blocked ap by the Arcadians in Prafis, 
and reduced to great diftrefs for want of provifions; the Spartans dif- 
patched to him a courier, whom the Arcadians intercepted, and con¬ 
ducting him to the walls, gave him permiffion to deliver his difpatches 
there, but would not fuffer him to enter the city. Hippodamas from 
the walls inftantly called out to him, “ Tell the Ephori to deliver us 
from the woman, that is bound in the temple of Chalcicecus.” The 
Arcadians could make nothing of the injunction: but the Lacedaemo¬ 
nians underftood the deliverance he required, to be from famine. For 
there hung in the temple of Chalcicecus a picture of Famine; a woman 
pale, and emaciated, with her hands tied behind her. Thus did Hippo¬ 
damas fo contrive his information, as to keep it fecret from the enemy, 
but render it plain to thofe for whom it was intended. 

CHAP. XVI. 

G A S T R O N. 

IN the Perlian war, Gaftron the Lacedaemonian commanding in 
AEgypt, previous to a battle, made the Grecians and Egyptians 
change their arms and drefs. The Grecians appeared in the Egyptian 
habit, and the ./Egyptians in that of Greece. He drew up the Greeks 
in the front; and the/Egyptians formed behind, to fupport them. The 
Greeks with their accuftomed refolution maintained the poll of danger; 

and 
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and opening the way before them, the ./Egyptians, animated, by their 
example, advanced boldly to the charge. The Perfians feeing this, 
and fuppofmg them alfo to be Greeks, gave way, and a general rout 
enfued. 


CHAP. XVII. 

MEGACLIDAS. 

MEGACLIDAS, in his retreat before a fuperiour force, polled him- 
felf on a rough and woody mountain; where being clofely preffed by 
the enemy, he divided his army: dire&jng the moll cumbrous and ufe 
lefs part of it, to endeavour to make their efcape through die woods; 
knowing the enemy would be apprifed of the attempt. And, while 
they were engaged in purfuit of the fugitives, he with the choiceft part 
of his troops took a different rout, and made good his retreat. 

CHAP. XVIII. 

HARMOSTES. 

HARMOSTES the Lacedaemonian being clofely belieged by the 
Athenians, and having no more than two days provilion left; the Spar¬ 
tans difpatched a herald to him: whom the Athenians conduced to the 
walls, but would not permit him to enter the city. The herald from 
thence proclaimed aloud, “ The Lacedaemonians bid you perfift; for 
you will foon receive relief." To this Harmoftes replied, “ Tell the La¬ 
cedaemonians to be in no hurry; for we have yet fix months provifion 
in ilore." The Athenians, as winter now approached, not caring for 
a tedious winter campaign, railed the liege, and dilbanded their army. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIX. 

T H I B R O N. 

THIBRON, having attacked a fort in Afia, prevailed on the 
governor to meet him, and try if they could negotiate a truce; in 
which, if they failed, he engaged by oath to reconduft him into the 
fort. The governor accordingly met him, and the conference was be¬ 
gun: during which, the garrifon being more remifs through expecta¬ 
tion of a truce taking place; the befiegers took advantage of it, and in a 
vigorous attack carried the fort by ftorm. Thibron, agreeably to his 
oath, reconducted the governor to the fort; and there ordered him to 
be executed. 


CHAP. XX. 

DEMARATUS. 

THE intelligence, which Demaratus communicated to the Lacedte- 
monians, concerning Xerxes’s army, he engraved on a tablet; which he 
afterwards covered with wax: that, if intercepted, no characters might 
appear. 


CHAP. XXI. 

E R I P P I D A S. 


AS foon as Erippidas arrived at Trachinian Heracltea, he fum- 
moned an aflembly ; which he furrounded with armed troops, and or¬ 
dered 
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dered die Trachinians to be feated by themfelves. He then demanded 
of them an account of their iniquitous praftices, as the laws of 
Sparta in criminal cafes required. This done, he ordered the foldiers 
to chain the offenders, carry them out of the city, and execute them. 

CHAP. XXII. 

ISCHOLAUS. 

ISCHOLAUS obferving at fEnos the Athenian fleet in ftrong force 
hovering near the coaft, and fufpefting their intention to cut out fome 
of his Ihips from the harbour, ordered them to be fecured by their 
mails to a tower, that Hood near the ramparts j the Ihips neareff the 
Itrand being fattened immediately to the tower, and the reft to each 
other. In the night the Athenians made the attempt that Ifcholaus 
fufpe&ed: of which the people of fEnos informed by the guard imme¬ 
diately fallied forth, and made great havock among the Athenians both 
by fea and land. 

2. Ischolaus’s rout lying through a country, in one part fteep 
and craggy, and full of precipices, while in the other the enemy had 
advantageoufly polled themfelves on a mountain that commanded the 
plain below; when the wind was very high, he ordered a quantity of 
wood to be fet on fire. The enemy by the fmoak and fire driven 
from their poll, Ifcholaus took the advantage, and palled them without 
lofs or danger. 

3. Tscholaus, when in Dryes befieged by Chabrias, who was 
advancing the ram to die walls, himfelf gave orders for a part of the 
wall to be demoli'lhed: fuppoling that it would be attended with this 
double effect; that it would engage his own foldiers to fight more refo- 

L lutely, 
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lutely, when they found thenifelves no longer protected by the wall; 
and alfo difcourage the enemy from carrying on their works, when they 
faw how little the befieged depended on their fortifications. And fo 
effectually the ftratagem fucceeded, that the enemy would not venture 
to enter a city, where the inhabitants appeared actuated by defperation. 

4. Having been informed that fome of the guard intended to be¬ 
tray the city, then inverted by the Athenians, to the enemy, Ifcholaus 
ordered a mercenary to be added to every fentry. And by this ma¬ 
noeuvre, without the appearance of fufpicion, he prevented the exe¬ 
cution of any traiterous defign. 

CHAP. XXIII. 

MNASIPPIDAS. 

THE enemy having come up with Mnafippidas, who had a very 
inferiour force, attacked him in the night: when he ordered his light¬ 
armed troops and trumpets to wheel round; and after they had turned 
the enemy’s flank, to found the charge, and fall upon their rear with a 
fhower of darts. Finding themfelves thus attacked both in front and 
rear, they made a precipitate retreat; apprehending they were in danger 
of being hemmed in by a numerous army. 

CHAP. XXIV. 

ANTALCIDAS. 

ANTALCYDAS finding, while he lay with a fuperiour fleet at 
Abydos, that the Athenian veflels at Tenedos would not venture to 
jom Iphicrates at Byzantium, who, he was informed, had attacked the 

Chalce- 
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Chalcedonians, his allies, gave orders to fail to Chalcedon: but weigh¬ 
ing anchor, he took his Ration near Cyzicum. When the movement 
of Antalcydas was known at Tenedos, it was determined immediately 
to fail and join Iphicrates at Byzantium. And as foon as they ap¬ 
proached the enemy's fleet, which crowded into a bay were not at a 
dilfance difeovered; Antalcidas failed out, and vigoroufly attacked them: 
%ik fome, and made capture of the reft. 

CHAP. XXIV. 

AGESIPOLIS. 

AT the fiege of Mantinxa, which was conduced by Agefipolis, the 
Lacedaemonian forces were joined by their allies; who, though well af¬ 
fected to the Mantinsans, were obliged to attend the Lacedaemonians in 
that expedition, as being mailers of Greece. Agefipolis having received 
intelligence, that the allies fecretly fupplied the befieged with whatever 
they occafionally wanted, to prevent fuch intercourfe in future, let 
loofe a number of dogs about the camp; and particularly about that 
part of it, which fronted the city. This flopped the correfpondcnce; 
no one venturing to pafs between the camp and the city, for fear of 
being difeovered by the barking of the dogs. * 

CHAP. XXVI. 

STHENIPPUS. 

STPIENIPPUS the Lacedaemonian, pretending refentment at having 
been fined by the Ephori, retired to the Tegeates; who readily received 
him. And while he refided there, he found means to bribe a party, 
L a that 
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that were inimical to Ariftocles the prince; and by their affiftance, 
when he was going to attend a facrifice, fell upon him, and flew him. 

CHAP. XXVII. 

CALLICRATID AS. 

CALLICRATIDAS the Cyrensan defired the prefect of the tower 
of Magnefia, to receive four of his fick: which requeft being complied 
with, four perfons in compleat armour, and with fwords under their 
vefts, laid themfelves down upon beds; and twenty young men, with 
arms concealed, carried the litters. As loon as they were introduced 
within the walls, they fell upon the centinels, and flew them; and 
made themfelves matters of the fort. 

2. When Callicratidas was befieged at Magnefia, and the . enemy 
were proceeding to advance the battering-ram; at a place, leaft accefii- 
ble to the affailants, he directed a breach to be made in the walls: and 
while the enemy’s attention was engaged in the quarter where they di¬ 
rected the attack, he patted the breach, and in a vigorous fortie 
falling on their rear, repulfed them with great lofs, and made no fmall 
number prifoners. After his return to the city, he repaired the breach 
he had directed to be made in the walls: of which the enemy had been 
too warmly engaged to take advantage. 

CHAP. XXVIII. 

MAGAS. 

WHEN Magas left Cyrene, to proceed on a foreign expedition; 
he committed to his friends the charge of the city. But the darts and 

other 
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other weapons of war he feciired in the tower; and difmantled the 
walls. That, in his abfence if any innovations Ihould be attempted, 
he might fecure an eafy entrance into it on his return. 

2. Magas, having made himfelf matter of Panetonium. directed 
the watch to kindle fires in the light-houfe both in the evening, and 
early in the morning, as if he were there. And by this deception he 
penetrated unmolefted into the country, as far as the place that is called 
Chius. 


CHAP. XXIX. 


CLEONYMUS. 

CLEONYMUS, King of Lacedaemon, at the fiege of Troezenes, 
potted againft different parts of the city expert dartfmen; and ordered 
them to hurl into the town javelins with this infcription: “ I am come 
to aflert the liberties of Trcezenes.” The Trcezenians alfo, whom he 
had taken prifoners, he fent home without ranfom: that they might 
communicate to their fellow citizens the happy intelligence. Eudami- 
das, however, an officer of experience, and of indefatigable attention, 
warmly oppofed his interefts. And while the different factions were 
engaged in animofities and contention within the gates; Cleonymus 
fcaled the walls, made himfelf matter of the city, and impofed on it a 
Spartan garrifon. 

2. At the fiege of Edeffa, when a breach was effected in the walls, 
and the fpear-men, (whofe fpears were fixteen cubits long) fallied out 
upon the affailants, Cleonymus deepened his phalanx, and ordered 
the front line to ufe no arms; but with both hands to feize the 
enemy’s fpears, and hold them faft; while the next rank immediately 
advanced, and clofed upon them. Their fpears thus feized, the men 
retreated; 



POLYjEN US'S 


S6 

retreated; but the next rank, prefling on them, either took them pri- 
foners, or flew them. By :his mauceuvre of Cleonymus the long and 
formidable fpear was rendered ufelefs, and became rather an incum¬ 
brance, than a weapon of offence. 

CHAP. XXX. 

CLEARCIIUS. 

IN order to procure a tower to be erefted in Heraclaea, Clcarchus 
directed the mercenaries to Real out by night, and to plunder, rob, maim, 
and do all the mifchief they could. Under thofe injuries the citizens 
complained to Clearchus, and begged his protection: who told them, 
it was impoflible to prevent the depredations of the troops othenvife 
than by confining them within walls; a meafure he wifhed to recom¬ 
mend to them. They confented to his propofal, and marked out a 
part of the city; where he raifeda wall, and erefted a tower: which 
however were no protection to them, but fecured to him [a power of 
committing every irregularity he pleafed. 

2. Clf.archus, tyrant of HcracLea, gave out, that he intended to 
difmifs his guards, and reftore the republic into the hands of the 
three hundred; who accordingly met at the fenate houfe, to make 
their acknowledgments to him for the reftoration of their liberty. 
Thither he repaired; and, placing an armed force at the fenate door, 
directed the crier to call them out: and, the foldiers feizing them one 
by one, ke ordered them all to be conveyed to the tower. 

3. Clearchus, fufpeefing the number of citizens too great for the 
fafety of his government, and hating no pretence to rid himfelf of 
them, undertook an expedition againft the city Afticum in the midft 
of the dog-days; compleating his levies, of youths from fixteen years 
of age to twelve. On approaching Afticum, he encamped tire citizens 

on 
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on a flat raorafs, full of dead and ftagnated waters; and ordered 
them to watch the motions of the Thracians: while he himfelf with 
the mercenaries, as if intending to fuftain all the danger of the 
flege, took his poll on an eminence, lhaded with wood, and re- 
freflied with rivulets. In this pofition he protracted the flege, till 
he loft all the citizens: the ftagnate waters at that hot feafon necef- 
farily producing in the camp fatal difeafes. Having thus effected his 
purpofe, he raifed the flege j and pretended the citizens died by an in- 
fe&ious difeafe. 

CHAP. xxxr. 

ARISTOMENES. 

ARISTOMENES the Meffenian once ferved in a naval engagement, 
as an ally to Dionyflus: when opening his lines a little, and finding- 
fome of the enemy’s lhips in the midft of his diviflon, he called out 
to his officers, “ Let them fly.” The enemy hearing this, and fuppof- 
ing the defeat general, gave up the aftion, and abandoned themfelves- 
to flight. 

2. After three fplendid* victories obtained over the Lacedaemoni¬ 
ans, Ariftomenes general of the Meffenians, difabled with wounds, 
was with many others taken prifoner. They were fcntenced by the La¬ 
cedaemonians to be all thrown down the precipice j the reft naked, but 
Ariftomenes, in refpett to his bravery, in arms. The others under¬ 
went the fentence, and were killed on the fpot: but the broad fliield 
of Ariftomenes, being in fome meafure fupported by the air, let him 
gently down upon the ground. Looking up, he faw nothing above, 

* The original is, jjk 0o t * ( . A literal tranllation would have founded aulcwardly 

in En. Ii:h: but the meaning is, that he had three times facrificed to Mars for having by his 
own hand ilain in an aflion a hundred of the enemy. 

but 
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but inacceflible precipices; yet, poffeffing a mind above the pregrava- 
tion of defpair, he did not relinquifh all hopes of fafety ; when ex¬ 
amining the mountain round, he at laft perceived a cleft; and into 
it fome foxes enter. When breaking off from a dead body a bone, he 
caught one of the foxes by the tail; and, though feverely bitten by it, 
would not quit his hold: but following it into the cleft, and clearing 
away the rubbilh with the bone he held in his other hand, he efcaped 
through the mountain; and arrived at the Meflenian camp, juft as 
they were going to try the iflue of another battle. He immediately 
armed; and put himfelf at their head. The Lacedemonians, feeing 
Ariftomenes, whom they had thrown from the precipice, apunilhment 
from which no one ever efcaped with life, leading the enemy’s troops 
againft them, and again engaging in battle, precipitately quitted the 
field; flying before him, as a being more than human. 

3. Aristomenes, another time prifoner with the Lacedaemonians, 
and bound with cords, went fo clofe to a fire that was in the prifon, 
as to bum the cords; then fell upon the guards, and flew them. And 
privately entering Sparta, he fixed up their Ihields in the temple of 
Chalcifficus with this infcription; “ Ariftomenes has efcaped from the 
Lacedemonians unhurt:” after which he returned to Meflena. 

4. Upon the day when the Lacedemonians made their annual fa- 
crifice to Caftor and Pollux, Ariftomenes and a friend, mounted on 
two white horfes, and ornamented with gold ftars on their heads, as 
foon as night came on, fhewed themfelves at a little diftance from the 
Lacedaemonians; who with their wives and children were celebrating the 
feftival on the plain without the city. They, fuperftitioufly believing 
them to be Caftor and Pollux, the more freely indulged in wine and 
paftime: when the two fuppofed deities, alighting from their horfes, 
advanced with fword in hand amongft them; and, after leaving many 
dead on the fpot, remounted their horfes, and made their efcape. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXXII. 

CIN E A S. 

IN an engagement between the Thebans and Mantinenfians, both 
fides claimed the victory: the Mantinenfians however propofedto fend 
heralds to the Thebans, alking leave to cariy off their dead. But Ci- 
neas the Athenian, whofe brother Demetrius lay dead in the field, op- 
pofed the propofition: declaring, he would looner leave his brother with¬ 
out a fepulchre, than give up the honour of the victory to the enemy s 
“ f° r >” added he, “ to prevent the enemy from erefting trophies on oui's 
and our country’s difgrace, my brother facrificed his life.” Moved by 
the refolution of Cyneas, the Mantinenfians reiinquilhed their defign. 

CHAP. XXXIII. 
HEGETORIDES. 

WHILE the Thafians were clofely befteged by the Athenians, and 
numbers daily periflied by war and famine 5 none venturing to propole 
a treaty with the enemy on account of a law then in force, which made 
it a capital offence to propofe a treaty with the Athenians: Hegetori- 
des, putting a rope about his neck, entered the aflembly, and thus ad- 
drefled them; “ Fellow citizens, you will difpofe of me as you think 
proper, and as may lerve your intereft beftj but in pity to the reft of 
the citizens, who have hitherto furvived the havock, that famine and 
the fword have made among us, repeal the law that precludes all deli¬ 
berations concerning peace.” The Thafians took his advice; abfolved 
Hegetorides, and repealed the law. 

M 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XVII. 

D INIA S. 

DINIAS the fon of Telefippus, by birth a Phercean, removed to 
Cranon a city of Theffaly, where he fupported liimfelf by catching 
birds on the lakes and rivers; and there advanced himfelf from that 
low flation to the fovereignty by the following devices: The Crano- 
nians for the watch and guard of the city ufed to pay by agreement a 
certain ffipend a year. Dinias took it upon ftipulated terms; and for 
three years performed his office fo diligently, that the citizens could 
walk out more fecure in the night, than by day. His condudl: in 
this office gained him great reputation; and to ingratiate himfelf further 
with the people, he hired more watchmen, in order to keep every thing 
in greater fecurity. The collcctorlhip of the tenths of corn being va¬ 
cant, he perfuaded his younger brother, who had then never held any 
publick office, magnifying it as a very' lucrative employment, to hire 
it. His brother, thus appointed collector, adociated with him a num¬ 
ber of young men proportionate to the different tracts of land, from 
whence he was to collect the corn: and on the celebration of a feftival, 
which is called Taenia, when the Cranoniaus give themfelvcs up to ban¬ 
queting and merriment, Dinias uniting to his own dependents, the 
watchmen, the gatherers of com, that were connected with his brother, 
with this band of fober men he attacked and eafdy defeated thofe who 
were drunk; flew more than a thoufand of the citizens, and affirmed 
the fovereignty of Cranon. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXXV. 

N I C O N. 

NIC ON, a free-booter from Phera in Peloponnefus, having in 
frequent irruptions committed great depredations on the Meflenians; 
Agemachus, their general, at laft furprifed, and took him. Being 
brought before their affembly, he engaged to the Meflenians, if they 
would fpare his life, to put them in pofleflion of Phera;. To this they 
agreed: when fixing on a dark night, he took with him a few attend¬ 
ants, with bundles of ftraw on their Ihoulders, diretting a greater num¬ 
ber at a fhort diftance to follow him. About two o’clock in the morning 
he arrived at the gates, called to the centinels, and gave them the 
word. Knowing his voice, as well as the word, they inftantly opened 
the gates: and Nicon and his party entering, each threw down his 
bundle, and drawing their fwords flew the centinels; and the reft, 
rufhing in, made themfelves matters of the city. 

CHAP. XXXVI. 

D I JE T A S. 

DI/ETAS general of the Achaians, finding himfelf unable by a 
regular fiege to carry the city of the Heraeenfes, contrived by ftratagem to 
effect what he had in vain attempted by force of arms. By large 
bribes he won over fome of the citizens to his purpofe; who took fre¬ 
quent opportunities of attending the centinels to the gates: and fami¬ 
liarly converfing with them, and treating them with entertainments, 
they found means to take an imprelfion of the keys, which they fent 
’ M2 to 
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to Distas; who had keys made exaftly to the pattern. Thefe he Pent 
back to the confederates; direfting them to fix a night, when they 
would open their gates to him. By the device of the keys having with 
a felect body of troops entered the city: Diaetas found it neceffary to 
fupport that device with another. For after the Hersenfes had been 
alarmed, and apprifed of what had happened; theyfallied forth in 
great numbers, with the advantage of being well acquainted with every 
part of the city. Diastas, feeing the appearance of a formidable oppo- 
fition, difperfed his trumpets in various parts of the city; direfting 
them every where to found the attack. The Heraenfes, heating the 
found of the enemy's trumpets from all fides, and from thence fup- 
pofing them in pofielfion of every quarter of the town, abandoned the 
city, and fled. They afterwards fent an embafly to Distas, requefting 
permiffion to return to their own country; and engaging to the 
Achaians future fubjeftion. 

CHAP. XXXVII. 

TESAMENUS; 

TESAMENUS in his march obferving a number of birds hovering 
over a particular Ipot, without ever fettling, fuppofed fome men in the 
place, which kept them on the wing. On reconnoitmg the ground, he 
found the lonians in ambulh; whom he attacked, and cut to pieces. 

CHAP. XXXVIII. 

ONOMARCHUS. 

ONAMARCHUS the Phocian, when Elatia was helieged by the 
Bceotians, ordered all the inhabitants out of the town, and locked the 

gates. 
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gates. In one rank he placed the fathers, mothers, children, and 
wives. And, ranged before them, he formed in order of battll all that 
could bear arms. Pelopidas concluding, from fucli appearance of def- 
peration, that they were determined either to conquer, or die, retreated 
without hazarding an engagement. 

2. When Onomarchus commanded againH the Macedonians, he 
covered his rear with a fteep and craggy mountain; and on the tops of 
it placed in ambufli a number of men expert in-throwing Hones, fur- 
nilhed with huge Hones and pieces of ragged rocks for the purpofe. 
He then advanced, and formed his army on the plain. The Macedo¬ 
nians began the attack with their javelins ■, which the Phocians pre¬ 
tending themfelves unable to fuHain, retreated half way up die moun¬ 
tain. The Macedonians brilkly purfued them; till they came within 
reach of the ambufcade: who then difcovered themfelves; and with 
huge Hones annoyed the Macedonian phalanx. Onomarchus then 
gave the fignal for the Phocians to face about, and renew the charge. 
The Macedonians vigorouily attacked by the troops next to them, and 
grievoufly annoyed by thofe above, with great difficulty made good a 
precipitate retreat: on which occafion, Philip king of Macedon is faid 
vauntingly to have cried out, “ We do not fly, but retreat like rams, 
to renew the attack with greater power.’’ 
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THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 

JEFFERY LORD AMHERST. 

MY LORD , 

' This third Book of Military Stra¬ 
tagems permit me to infcribe to your Lordfhip, whofe 
fuccefsful operations in America raifed in a former 
war with your own your country’s Fame. Nor hath 
your adtive mind been unemployed at home : with 
your counfels affifting in the cabinet, as you had before 
done with your fword in the field. 


But 
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But I forbear to purfue a fubjedl, on which in the 
public eftimation there is not a divided voice : and 
rather avail myfelf of this occafion to acknowledge the 
private obligations, with which your Lordlhip hath ho¬ 
noured, 

MY LORD, 

With great Refpect, 

Your Lordlhip’s moft obedient 
And humble Servant, 


R. SHEPHERD 
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BOOK III. 

THE PREFATORY ADDRESS. 

TO your moft facred majefties, Antoninus and Verus, I addrefs 
this Third Book of Stratagems: from whence I traft fome advantage 
may be derived as well by the ftatefman as the foldier. For to know 
how to negociate advantageoufly with an enemy, and to preferve good 
government at home, are as much in the province of imperatorial 
fcience, as conduit in the field. This is a truth, yourfelves illuftrate; 
who, veiled with imperatorial power, and fovereigns of the world, are 
ever forming defigns for the glory and happinefs of your fubjeits, and 
in the bofom of peace planning operations of war. Your real exploits 
in the field I forbear to mention ; they are known to all the world. 


CHAP. I. 


DEMOSTHENES. 

DEMOSTHENES, finding Pylos, a city of the Lacedaemonians 
ftrongly garrifoned, directed his march to Acra. The Lacedaemonians, 
apprehending what he intended as a feint to be his real defign, quitted 
Pylos, and marched with all expedition to Acra, hoping to furprife 
Demofthenes immediately on his landing. But on their approach 
thither, Demolthenes expeditioufly returned to Pylos, of which eva¬ 
cuated by the garrifon he eafily made himfelf matter. 


!. De- 
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;. Demosthenes, when he commanded the Acamanians and 
Amphilochians againft the Feloponnefians, encamped in front of the 
enemy, a large torrent parting the camps. Obferving the enemy 
greatly to out-numher him, and apprehending their objeft would be to 
furround him, in a hollow place aptly formed for an ambufcade he con¬ 
cealed a tody of heavy armed troops, with three hundred of the allies : 
directing them, if the enemy attempted to furround him, to fally forth 
and fall upon their rear. The Peloponnefians, as he expe&ed, ex¬ 
tended their lines, endeavouring to furround the allies: when the am¬ 
bufcade fallying forth, fell upon their rear, and with eafe decided the 
viftoiy. 


CHAP. II. 


PACHES. 

PACHES, having laid fiege toNotium, propofed to Hippias, general 
of Piffithnus, a conference: engaging to him by oath, that if he would 
come out and meet him, he fhould be recondufted into the city alive 
and fafe. Hippias accordingly advanced to meet him j when Paches, 
leaving him to die care of a guard, took the city by ftorm; then dire&ed 
Hippias to be conducted into it, agreeable to his engagement, alive and 
fafe, and afterwards to be executed. 




CHAP. 
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CHAP. Ill, 

TOLMIDAS. 

THE Athenians, to enable Tolmidas to man a fleet, voted him a 
■compliment of a thoufand men, with permiffion to chufe them. When 
going up to each of the youths, he told him that he intended to make 
choice of him; but that it would have a better appearance, if he would 
give in his name, and offer himfelf as volunteer. Three thoufand ac¬ 
cordingly gave in their names. From thofe therefore, who did not give 
in their names, Tolmidas chofethe thoufand, .the ftate had allotted him .; 
and with the three thoufand, that had turned out as volunteers, was 
enabled to man fifty fhips with an addition of four thoufand men, in- 
fteadof one thoufand. 

CHAP. IV. 

PHORMIO. 

PHORMIO had invaded Chalcis, and brought of 7 booty; with 
which he afterwards landed at Cyros. Thither the Chalcidenfians fent 
an embafly to him, demanding a r'aftitution of what they had loft. 
Having with fecrefy and difpatch-ft.ted out a tender,* as if juft arrived 
from Athens, he pretended that the people had ordered him immediately 
hornet made full reftitution to the ambafladors of whatever they de¬ 
manded, and inftantly got under, fail; but dropped anchor at a little 

•The vTmfiT»ai, which I have tranflated “Tenders,” were light ihips fitted for particular 
ufes: fometimes built for viflualling ihips to fupply the main fleet with provifions; and .fore¬ 
times for expedition, to carry exprefles, and to obfervc the enemy’s motions. 

-N 
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ifiand, no great diftan.ee off. And while the Chalcidenfians, feeingtheir 
property reftored, and fuppofing Phormio to have failed for Athens, neg¬ 
lected to poll guards either in the city, or the country; he furprifed 
them, unprepared for defence, was very' near making himfelf matter of 
the city, and brought off from the country immenfe booty. 

2. Phormio with only thirty' fail refolved to face the enemy, whofe 
force confifted of fifty: and forming his little force into five lines, wore 
away before the adverfe fleet under an eafy fail. The enemy feeling their 
fuperiority, and eager to engage, crowded all the fail they could, to come 
up with them: by which means the fwifteft failing velfels left the reft at a 
diftance. Phormio, obferving this want of order in the enemy, kept 
his lines: and vigoroufly attacking the (hips that came firfi: into action, 
funk them; and then bore down upon thofe that were next. The other 
captains, in their refpective lines, obferving the fame manoeuvre, gave 
the enemy no time to form; and left them no hope of fafety, but in 
flight. 

3. Phormio in a Angle Ihip, being attacked near Naupactum by 

-took the advantage of a heavy merchantman that lay at anchor 

deeply las.^, ^ doubling round her, directed his beak with full force 
a S a “ 1 tt the s^rn of the Howell fatter, and funk her before the other could 
come up to her afluta—^ after which he eafily defeated the other. 

C H A...P a V. 

CLISTHENES. 

WHILE Clilthenes lay before Cirra; the oracle declared, the city 
fliould be invincible till the fea reached the lacred land. The Cirrenfes 
looked upon themfelves as perfeflly fafe in this alTurance; the facred 
land, to which their city was contiguous, being fituated far diftant from 

the 
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the ocean. But Clifthenes, informed of the oracle, immediately devo¬ 
ted to Apollo both the city and the country: fo that every thing being 
thus made facred, the oracle was fulfilled; and the fea that wafiled the 
country of Cyrra, waflied the facred land. Clifthenes afterwards fuc- 
ceeded inliis enterprife, and reduced the place: when the country was con- 
fecrated in form to the god. 

CHAP. VI. 

PHRYNICUS. 

WHEN Phrynicus commanded in Samos, he formed a delign to be¬ 
tray the city; but being charged with it, before the plot was ripe for 
execution, cohfcious of die intention, and afraid of conviction, he 
changed fides and betrayed the enemy; apprifing the Samians of all 
their movements before they took place. In fuch a part, where the wall 
wasweakeft, he told them, they would direft all their force: but come, 
laid he, let us fortify it before they arrive. They did fo; and com- 
pleated their works in time. After which the operations of the enemy 
were conduced, juft as Phrynicus had informed them they would be. 
Alcibiades, who commanded them, fufpefting the duplicity of Phryni¬ 
cus afterwards fent letters to the Samians, informjng them of the intended 
treafon. But the Samians were too much prejudiced in favour of 
Phrynicus, from the good meafures he had advifed, to pay any regard 
to the letters of an enemy. 
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CHAP. VII. 

LACHARES. 

LACHARES, after Athens was taken by Demetrius, in the habit of 
a Have, with his face blacked, and on his arm a halket of money covered: 
with dung, flipped out through a little gate; and mounting his horfe, 
with all poffible expedition endeavoured to make his efcape. But a party 
of Tarentine horfe being difpatched after him; when clofe at his heels, 
Lachares fcattered the golden Darius’s on the road. The mendifmount- 
ed, to pick up the money t and the purfuit by that means interrupted 
gave Lachares time to make his efcape into Boeotiai 

2. When Thebes was taken,. Lachares hid himfelf in the common 
fewers: and after remaining there three or four days, he ventured out 
in the night, gotfafe to Delphos, andirom thence to Lyfimachus. 

3. When the enemy had made themfelves mailers of Seflos, La¬ 
chares concealed himfelf fome days, in a pithaving with him juft 
provifion enough to fupport Nature. It fortunately happened, that a 
woman's burial palTed clofe by; when throwing a woman’s gown round 
him, with a black veil on his head, he mitred among the mourners,., 
and thus efcaped out of the gates, and fafely reached Lyfimachia... 

CHAP. VIII; 

ARCHINUS.. 

THE Argives had ordered new arms to be made for all the citizens 
at the publick expence: and Archinus was appointed fuperintendant 
of the.work. He accordingly gave out to each of the citizens their new 
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arms, and received of them their old ones in returns upon pretence of 
dedicating them to the gods according to the Argive decree. Inftead of 
which, he armed with them a banditti of ftrangers, and lodgers, the 
profligate, the poor, and delperate;. and by their afliftance feized on the 
fDvereignty. 


CHAP. DC. • 

IP HI G R A T E S. 

. IPHICRATES, after having formed his lines, and ready to engage,, 
obferving feveral trembling, and pale, and in their countenances expref- 
fing every fymptom of' fear, ordered a herald to make proclamations. 
that whoever had left any thing behind him, might go back and fetch 
it, and immediately return and join the army. Of this proclamation 
the cowards’ all gladly took advantage, and left the field. As foon as 
they, were gone, Iphicrates called out: “Now, my lads, is the time for 
a£Hon s as. we have, got rid of our incumbrances. The rewards of cou¬ 
rage and refolution.will now be their’s only, who deferve them.” From 
this harangue the army derived new confidence, and engaging in the 
abfenceof thofe, who had Ikulked away, obtained a glorious vidtory. 

*2i After routing the enemy, Iphicrates-never fuffered his lines' 
to .be broken in the ardour of pnrfuit: continually calling.out to the 
light-armed troops to beware of ambufcades. It-was- alfo. a-general 
rule with him, never to prefs his enemy too dole in their rout j, if there 
were any narrow paffes, or rivers behind them... For thus to hem them 
in, is often to force.them through delperation to rally and fight. Nei¬ 
ther did’he conceive it a point of good generallhip,. to purfue the enemy, 
to their walls and battlements: for a vidtory gained, and rafhly fol- 

* This is nor fo properly a ffratagem, as a firing of military inftrnftions. 

lowed. 
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lowed op within javelin's reach of the walls, has often been fnatched 
away; and the conquerours in their turn with difgrace and lofs, have 
been forced to relinquilh their conquefts. 

3. Iphicrates, having made himlelf mafter of a town in the night, 
while the people affembled in great bodies, and poured into the forum, 
ordered the gates to be thrown open: thereby giving the inhabitants an 
opportunity to efcape, that he might with die greater fecurity keep pof- 
feflion of the place. 

4. Upon’ an irruption which Iphicrates had made into Thrace, while 
his troops were flying before the enemy as if (truck with a panick fear; 
he ordered proclamation to be made; that whoever would inform of 
any man, that had thrown away his arms, he for his information fliould 
have them. The proclamation had the intended effeft, the men recover¬ 
ed their fpirits, and refolutely fuftained the enemy’s (hock. 

j. Iphicrates, finding it neceffary to pafs die enemy in the night,. 
directed his trumpets to an extremity of their lines, with orders to 
found the charge: on which alarm the enemy advanced to the poll, 
where the trumpets founded; while Iphicrates marched his army un- 
moleftedaiong the oppofite extremity, the pafs being left quite open. 

6. After a defeat Iphicrates had fuftained, with the remains of his 
army he halted in a rough piece of ground, that was covered with wood. 
And being dofdy purfiied by the enemy, to fecure a retreat, he found 
it neceffary to pafs them. To effeft 'this, he ordered his troops in die 
night with noife and tumult to put themfelves in motion in one quarter: 
where having drawn the enemy’s attention, he direfted his march with¬ 
out oppofition by a different one.* 

7. Iphicrates, though his army was much more numerous than 
that of the enemy, and the augurs had pronounced fuccefs, to the equal 

• This ftratagem wii a final! variation is a repetition of the preceding one. 

; fur- 




STRATAGEMS OF WAR. 103 

furprife of both armies ftill declined an engagement. The augury of 
my own mind, fays he, determines me againft engaging: for where an 
army is very numerous, they can neither charge, nor fing the Paian,* 
together; and when I order them to clofe, .1 hear more of die chatter¬ 
ing of their teeth, than of the clang of their arms. 

8 . While the two armies lay encamped againft each other; Iphi- 
crates, whofe objeft was to avoid an engagement, gained a three days 
march of the enemy, before they knew that he had ftruck his tents. 
And this he effected by directing fires to be fupplicd with dry wood, 
and green wood to be continually thrown on them; which occafioned 
a conftant fmoak, and fo darkened the air, that the armies could not 
perceive what was going forwards in each odier’s camp. 

9. Whenever the augurs declared againft engaging; without im¬ 
plicitly fubmitting to their direftion, Iphicrates ufed to change his 
ground, and vary his movements: and then order the facrifices to be 
repeated. And this he did, in order to gain time maturely to con- 
fider a matter of fo great importance, as the good or ill fuccefs of a 
battle. 

10. IpHr crates, once commanding againft the Lacedaemonians, 
had a great variety of applications; from one for the command of five 
hundred men, from another for the command of one hundred, and 
from another for a company: all which he at the time rejefted. But, 
on a future day, haftily drawing up his army, he gave private inftruc- 
tions to his generals to throw it into confufion, and raife a panick 
among the troops; as if the enemy were advancing in force to attack 
them. In this general confufion the timorous fled, and the brave ad¬ 
vanced againft the fuppofed foe. Iphicrates then fmiled, and told 
them, the panick was of his own railing; to try the merit of their dif- 

* The Ptean previous to the charge was a hymn to Mars. The Pec an after a viflory was 
a hymn to Apollo.. 
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ferent pretenfions. To thofe, who had maintained their ground, lie 
gave commands; and ordered thofe, who had retreated, to follow their 
leaders. 

11. Having fixed on his ground, Iphicrates before he encamped 
detached a body of troops, to fecure a poll at a confiderable diftance 
from the army. His officers, furprifed at the movement, alked the 
.reafon of his taking fo diftant a pofition. To prevent, replied Iphi¬ 
crates, the after-reflection of, “ Who would have conceived fuch a 
movement necefiaryr" Implying, that in war every precaution ought 
to be taken; and as little as poffible left to hazard. 

12. Iphicrates having been brought to an engagement in an 
open plain, where the enemy were much fuperiour in numbers, drew 
up his army.; firft opening a trench on his rear; thereby {hewing them, 
that by thus having cut off all hopes of retreat, they had nothing left 
but to conquer or die. 

13. When Iphicrates had to engage with new-raifed troops, 
he did not, immediately on forming, begin the attack; but wearied 
them by various manceuvres, before he commenced the engagement. 
But if he commanded new-raifed troops againft an army of vete¬ 
rans, he immediately engaged; giving all poffible efficacy to the firft 
:attack. 

14. Whenever Iphicrates had forced a flying enemy into a nar¬ 
row pafs; he always contrived to open a way for them, and give them 
■time and opportunity to efcape, without endeavouring to oblige them 
to force a way by viftory: faying, there was no reafon to compel an 
venemy to be brave. 

15. Iphicrates, on aprofecution againft him for a capital offence, 
■placed in court fome youths, with fwords in their hands: who fliewed 
the hilts of them to the judges, and thereby fo intimidated them; that 
Juftice lhut her eyes, and Iphicrates was abfolved. 


:i'6, Iphi- 
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16. Iphicrates in the palace of his father in law* went up to 
him, and fhewed him his coat of mail.. “ You fee, ‘ faid he,’ I am 
always in exercife and on my guard-j-.” 

17. Iphicrates, during truces always fortified his camp: ob¬ 
ferving, that it was not the part of a good general, to fay, “ I could 
not have thought it.” 

18. The enemy having encamped in great force againft Iphicrates, 
he found it neceflary to attempt a retreat. And as they clofely watched 
his motions, he cut down all the wood that was near him; and fixing 
it up in the camp, hung fhields, helmets, and fpears upon it: which 
the enemy obferving fuppofed him ftill in. camp 5 while he had fecretly 
evacuated it, and.effe&ed a fafe retreat.. 

1.9. When Iphicrates out-numbered the enemy, and wifhed to 
conceal his ftrength from them, in-order to make them, from his fup¬ 
pofed weaknefs, the more ready to engage; he ufed to make two fol- 
diers fleep on one bed,, taking it in turns to lye down to reft; and 
alternately to place their arms- upon each other’s. And on the con¬ 
trary, if his force was fmall, and he wifhed to. imprefa the enemy 
with an idea of his numbers being greater than- they really were, he 
ordered every foldier to make two beds: then fhifted his ground, and' 
encamped in a different place. Thus the enemy, from the number of 

* Cotys, King of Thrace; wh'ofe daughter Iphicrates had married: and whom he fuf- 
pedted of entertaining fecretdefigns againft him j and, according to an intimation of Demoft- 
henes in his oration.againft Ariftocrates,.not without rcafon. 

+ The words are fuAirw fvA«rrif0<si.; which it is difficult literally to*tranflatc. MiXi ru has 

the fervice, in the initiatory, ftudies of their profeflion were laid fw*rr«r, to exercife. And. 
in thofe ftudies a fundamental rule was prx*rri{0a«, to be on their guard. To this application, 
of the words Iphicrates feems in the above paflage to allude: jocofely obferving, and at the 
feme time ferioufly intending the point of his obfervation to Cotys, “ You fee I do notforgetv 
the rudiments of my profeffien 5 I am always in exercife, and on my guard.” 
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beds they obferved, confident in their own fuppofcd fuperiourity ad¬ 
vanced rafhly to the charge, or difpirited by the appearance of his, re¬ 
luctantly commenced the engagement. 

20. The Thebans had Formed a defigri to furprife Athens by night; 
of which Iphicrates being apprifed, fummoned die people at a particu¬ 
lar fignal in the night to affemble in the forum. He then told them, 
he had a party at Thebes, who were ready to betray the city to them. 

Let us, c faid he,’ therefore march quietly out; we may make our- 
felves mailers of the city without linking a blow.” As foon as the 
Thebans by their emiflaries at Athens were informed of this council, 
and the object of it, they thought no more of furprifing Athens; di¬ 
recting their attention to tire confervation of their own city. 

21. Being very inferiour in force to the enemy, and his troops on 
that account difpirited, Iphicrates at fupper called to him the captains 
of companies* and leaders of bands f; and bade them raife from their 
refpective corps whatever gold, filver, or trinkets, they could: on 
pretence that he had bribed a party in the enemy’s camp, to betray the 

* The t 4‘!. which I have tranfla^d “ Company,” confided of 128 men: the command¬ 
er of which was denominated njiifp;. 

t The tex-u or band, confifled of 16 men: and the leader of it was Ailed Ay/iys;. 

The diflinSion of the tenns spy., and may perhaps be in fome meafure explained 
by the rants in our army, diflinguilhed by commifiioned, and warrant officers: though it 
craft be acknowledged, they do not exadtly correfpond. Nor does the organization of our 
anny exaflly affimilate to that of the ancient Greeks. They had their leaders of 16, 10, 
and even 5 men. But then it is to be obferved, that their actions were always decided hand 
to hand: in which thofe leaders were of great ufe; fetting the example, and obferving that 
their refpective corps did their duty. Whereas the battles of the moderns are generally 
determined by ordinance and mufquetty. But when it comes to the pulh of the bayonet; in 
which cafe the innate valour of the Britilh troops generally bears the palm of vidtory, per¬ 
haps 2 leader of 10, or 12, might be an improvement in our military arrangements: and if 
thought fo, might be cafily coaftituted by the addition of three or four corporals to every 
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army to him; and that to make good his engagement, he wanted every 
affiftance that could be fpared him. And as foon as he had received 
the contributions of the army, he told them, he fliould immediately 
proceed to action. The officers accordingly brought to him, what they 
had been able to raife: which he took, and made an offering from it 
to Propitious Mercury; as if in purfuance of the agreement be¬ 
tween him and the confpirators : and after a lhort interval drew up 
his army, and advanced to the attack. The troops recovered their 
fpirits, and pufhed boldly on; in confidence that the enemy’s army 
would be betrayed to them. 

22. Iphicrates ufed to refemble an army marfhalled for action 
to the human body. The phalanx he called the breaft, the light¬ 
armed troops the hands, the cavalry the feet, and the general the head. 
If any of the inferiour parts were wanting, the army he faid was de¬ 
fective : but if it wanted a general, it wanted every thing. 

23. Iphicrates propagated a report at Mitylenae, that he intended 
fliortly to provide a number of fhields, to be fent to the Chian Haves. 
The rumour gaming credit among the Chians; fearful of a rebellion 
among the Haves, they immediately fent him prefents, and entered into 
an alliance with Athens. 

24. When preparations were making by the Athenians for the 
Hege of Sicyon, the Lacedaemonian general, who was ordered to re¬ 
lieve it, direCied the ambalfadors, which came to lolicit affiftance, to 
plant an ambufeade, and endeavour to furprife the enemy. This 
they accordingly did. And Iphicrates, who took the direCt way to the 
city, had paffed it. But fome youths from the walls audacioufly call¬ 
ing' out to him, on his prefenting himfelf before the place, “ Now 
however you will meet your punilhment;” it occurred to him, there 
muft be fomething particular, on which they depended. He therefore 
immediately marched back, but took a different rout; and with a feleCl 

Q z. body 
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"body of his heft troops, refolved to explore the country: when in a 
dofe covert way he difcovered the ambufcade, which he cut to pieces. 
On this occafion he acknowledged his error, in not reconnoitring the 
ground: though he had immediately availed himfelf of his fufpicions, 
and thereby defeated the purpofe of the enemy’s manoeuvre. 

25. When preparing for an engagement with the barbarians, to 
animate his men, Iphicrates called out; “ Thofe barbarians feem not to 
know the terror, the arms of Iphicrates carry with them: but, by your 
afliftance, my lads, I will now teach them to know it, and to tell the 
tale to others.” When the armies were drawn up, fome one obferved, 
the enemy cut a formidable appearance. “ Therefore, ‘ replied Iphicra¬ 
tes,’ we muft be fo much the more formidable.” 

26. Iphicrates on a particular occafion conjured his men by all 
the glorious exploits the)- had performed under his command, in this one 
requeft to indulge him; to advance brilkly, and begin the attack: con¬ 
fident that if he did not inftantly bear down upon the enemy, they would 
do it upon him; and that whichever army attacked, the other would 
find it difficult to fuftain the charge. 

27. Iphicrates told his men, he would infure them the victory; 
if mutually animating each other, upon a certain fignal he fliould give, 
they would advance but a frngle pace. At the crifis, when victory hung 
in equal fufpenfe, he gave the fignal: the army returned it with accla¬ 
mations ; advanced a pace, and defeated the enemy. 

28. When Iphicrates commanded at Corinth againft the Thebans, 
and was much prefled by his troops to bring the enemy to an action; 
obferving, that they out-numbered him, and were alfo flatbed with their 
late victory at Leuctne, he refilled to hazard an engagement. “ But, 
‘ laid he,’ I have formed you to that height of military glory, which has 
taught you to defpife the Thebans: now let fome abler officer take the 
command, and lead vou to the charge.” By this mild reprimand he 
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won the Athenians from their purpofe; and reprefled an ill-timed ardour, 
that would probably have terminated in a defeat. 

29. Iphicrates at the inftanceof Ariftophon and Chares was 
profecuted for treafon again ft the Rate, in not bringing the enemy to 
an aftion at Embata; when he had it in his power to have deftroyed 
their fleet. Finding the charge ftrongly fupported againft him, inftcad 
of proceeding farther in his defence, he flopped fliort and (hewed the 
judges his fword: who, in fear left the court might be furroundod 
by his confederates in arms, acquitted him. Some one intimating, 
after the caufe was over, that he had intimidated the judges by 
menacing violence; “I fliould be an idiot indeed, ‘replied Iplii- 
cratesif I could fight for the Athenians, and could not do the 
fame for myfelf.” 

30. At a time when the Athenians for fome particular purpofe were 
in great want of money; Iphicrates advifed them, to pull down the 
publick buildings, that fronted the ftreets, and fell them. But as the 
demolition of thofe buildings would have been a great detriment to the 
houfes that were built up againft them; the owners of them, as Iphi¬ 
crates forefaw, paid the fums that were wanted, to have the buildings 
preferred. 

31. The booty that was taken after an aftion Iphicrates diftributed 
among the troops, according to each individual's particular defervings. 
But the contributions l'aifed on cities, where no engagements had taken 
place, he divided not to each man fingly, but to each feparate corps, by 
companies, and bands. And, while the troops were refpectively arming 
themfelves, his praftice was, after filence had been proclaimed, to proir.ife 
to diftinguifli, in the diftribution of the booty, every man in the differ¬ 
ent corps of cavalry, heavy, or light armed troops, that fliould particu¬ 
larly (ignalife himfelf. And at all feftivals, and publick meetings, the 
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men, who had dilplayed moft courage, he always honoured with the firft 
feats.* By thefe devices he promoted courage and emulation. 

32. Iphicratf.s ufed to exercife his troops in all thofe various ma- 
nceuvres, that might be neceflary in action; Ihamfallies, lham ambufcades, 
proditions, revolts, furprifes, and panics: fo that when any of them were 
really practifed by the enemy, or required from his own troops, they 
were in either cafe experienced and ready. 

33. The enemy having formed, about five furlongs diftant from the 
Athenian army, on an elevated poll near the facred mount, with the fea on 
their rear, and only one pafs in front, fo narrow as not to admit two 
men a-breaft; and the approach towards the fea fteep and craggy: 
Iphicrates with a body of refolute, ftrong men, oiling, and properly 
equipping, themfelves, took the advantage of a ftill night; fkirted the 
mountain, and fwimming over particular places where the fea was deep- 
eft, landed on the rear of the enemy, cut the centinels to pieces, and 
fecured the march of his army through the defile. Then, while it was 
yet night, attacking the enemy unprepared to receive him, he with tittle 
lofs obtained a compleat victory; thofe, who efcaped the fword, being 
made prifoners. 

34. 1st a winter campaign, when the Athenian army were ill-cloathed 
and fed, Iphicrates law the prefent moment the proper inftant for en¬ 
gaging ; but obferved his troops, from the hardfliips they experienced, 
ill-affected to the fervice. Habited therefore in a mean drefs, and thinner 
cloathed than the reft, he went round the camp, exhorting the troops 

* Grcatflrefs was formerly Bid on the honours of the table. See Homer’s Iliad, 1.12. 
T.3H. a poem, which abounds in military documents. 


r., t., rrtjis.: &«■»», (Sc. 

Glaucus, why claim we at the fcftire treat 
The table's honours, and the higheft feat ?—&c. 


imme- 
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immediately to draw out, and advance to the attack: who, feeing then- 
general thus meanly dreffed, and without {hoes, facrificed eafe and con¬ 
venience to the pnblick good, and readily followed him to the charge. 

35. Iphicrates, when his military chef! was low, ufed to march 
his troops to fea coafts and unfrequented places -, where their expences 
would be fmall. But when his finances were in good plight, he quar¬ 
tered them in cities and rich countries; where having quickly fquandered 
away their money, their poverty might excite them to fome great enter- 
prife. But he never fuffered them to be idle. When they were not 
engaged in aftual fervice, he always appointed them to fome employment: 
ordering them either to fcoop the earth, to link trenches, to cut down 
wood, to fhift their camp, or to repair their baggage; confidering idle- 
nefs, as the parent of plots and mutinies. 

36. Iphicrates, after ravaging Samos, failed to Delos: whither 
the Samian ambafladors repaired, to purchafe the property he had taken 
from them: all which he promifed fliould be reftored to them. And 
fecretly fitting out a tender, which he pretended was juft arrived from 
Athens, and had brought him letters of recall, he took a friendly leave 
of the Samians; and ordered the captains of his fleet to weigh anchor, 
and get under fail. He then fleered to an uninhabited ifland, and anchored 
there a day and night. The Samians, as foon as they heard that Iphi¬ 
crates had courteoufly .received their ambafladors, left Delos, and was 
recalled home, abandoned themfelves to a falfe fecurity both in the city, 
and in the country. But while enjoying themfelves in parties, and ftrol- 
ling abroad, he again landed at Samos; and carried off a greater booty, 
than he had done before. The fame ftratagem Phormio praftifed againft 
the Chakidenfians. 

37. When Iphicrates, who afted as arbitrator between the Lacedae¬ 
monians and Thebans, then at war with each other, found that the 
Argive and Arcadian allies of the Thebans prevented a reconciliation 
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between them; he ordered a body of troops to ravage Argolis. The 
Argives complaining of fuch an incurfion, he faid the ravages were 
committed by their own revolters ; againft whom he pretended to march, 
in order to punilh them: and, as if fuccefsful in his expedition,, reftored 
to the Argives the property of which they had been plundered. Won 
by fuch an act of generous retribution, they looked on Iphicrates as their 
benefactor and friend; and perfuaded the Thebans to agree to the'pro*- 
pofed conditions of peace. 

38. When Iphicrates, intheferviceof Perfia, had with Pharnabazus 
carried the war into ./Egypt; there being in that part of the world no 
havens, he directed the captains of the veffels every one to take with him 
forty facks. And when they brought to land, he ordered all the facks 
to be filled with fand, and from the fides of the fhip to be fufpended 
in the water. Under the ftay of this counterbalance they rode fafe: 
which ferved them in place of an harbour. 

39. At Epidatirura Iphicrates drew up his army near the fea; but 
not being in a condition to engage, he advanced to a thick, fhady wood: 
where he called aloud for the ambuflt to {hew themfelves. The enemy, 
fearing a numerous ambufeade, wheeled about and retreated to their 
fhips. 

40. Iphicrates, when in Thefialy, and Jafon the tyrant, having 
encamped againft each other near a river’s fide, agreed to terminate the 
conteft by a treaty. They accordingly met under the bridge without 
arms, to fettle the terms of it; having been previoufly fearched by each 
other’s officers. After they had formally bound themfelves by oath to 
adhere to the conditions that lhould be fettled, Iphicrates mounted the 
bridge; and Jafon begun a facrifice to the river, with a fheep he had 
taken from a neighbouring flock. Iphicrates then leaping down, feized 
a knife, with which though he did not murder Jafon; he awed him into, 
fuch terms in making the treaty, as he thought fit to preferibe. 

41. Iphi- 
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41. Iphicrates in the Thracian war, when the enemy were en¬ 
camped near him, dire&eda wood, which lay between the two camps, to 
be let 011 fire in the night; and leaving his baggage, and a great ftore of 
cattle, under cover of the night, rendered by the fmoak more dark 
than it really was, retreated to a place thick and Ihadv, and covered 
with underwood. As loon as day appeared, the Thracians advanced 
againft the camp, which they found abandoned, and immediately fell 
to plundering the baggage, and the live ftores. Thus engaged and 
feparated, Iphicrates advancing in good order, fell fuddenly upon them; 
defeated them, and recovered his baggage. 

42. In his attack on a particular place by night, Iphicrates or¬ 
dered the trumpets, difperfed in various parts, to found the charge. 
The enemy intimidated at the found of the different trumpets endea¬ 
voured to efcape, fome one way, and fome another; while he, having 
cut off the few that oppofed him, eafily made himfclf mafter of the 
place. 

43. While Iphicrates was at Corinth, the Lacedsmonians ad¬ 
vanced againft the city. He did not however venture immediately to 
hazard a battle: but learning that there were ftrong polls about the 
city, he privately polfefled himfelf of them; and then ordered tliofe 
who were within the walls to join him. The whole body of the people 
advancing in one firm compaft band, fo intimidated the Lacedemo¬ 
nians with their numbers, and the advantageous pofition of their allies, 
that they raifed the liege, and retreated, without ftriking a blow. 

44. Iphicrates, when at war with the Abydenians lie lay at 
Cherronefus, having polled himfelf on an advantageous fpot, pretended 
to be afraid of Axibidius the Lacedaemonian general, and threw up a 
wall round his camp. The Abydenians feeing him raifing a wall, and 
from thence prefuming on his fuppofed weaknefs, ventured out of the 
city; and made excurfions into the country, as their occafions required. 

P Iphi- 
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Iphicrates obferving them thus thrown off from their guard, detached 
a part of his army by night into the territories of the Abydenians, 
ravaged their country, made many prifoners, and carried off booty to 
a confiderable amount. 

45. When Iphicrates lay at Corinth, having learned, that thofe 
who fupported the oppofite faction had refolved in the night to admit 
into the city mercenaries from Lacedaemon, he muttered his troops, 
left a part of them in the city as a garrifon, marched the reft out, and 
drew them up without the gates. Then haftening to the gate, which 
the Lacedaemonian faction had opened for the admiflion of the merce¬ 
naries, he threw himfelf in with them upon their rear: and a confufed 
engagement fucceeding, unexpefted on die part of the mercenaries, 
many of them fell in the night; and in the morning many more were 
cut to pieces, who had taken refuge in the temples. 

46. Iphicrates, in an expedition into Thrace, being encamped 
with eight thoufand men, and hearing that the Thracians intended to 
attack his camp in the night, evacuated it in the evening; and polled 
himfelf in a valley about three furlongs diftant, where he lay unob- 
ferved by the enemy. They accordingly attacked his camp, which 
they found evacuated, and plundered it: ridiculing die Greeks, as an 
enemy who had invaded them, only to run away again. Iphicrates 
then adva icing from his retreat, fuddenly attacked them with great 
daughter, and took a confiderable number prifoners. 

47. Iphicrates having a two day’s march- to make through a 
far.dy country, deftitute of water, ordered the army after fupper to fill, 
the water calks: and as foon as the fun was down, he begun his march, 
which he continued all night. The next morning he encamped, and 
ordered the troops to refrelh themfelves. And having relied all day, 
and in die evening taken their fuppers; when the night came on, they 
packed up their baggage, r.nd renewed their march. Thus inllead 
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of a two day’s march, he had only one day, and that a day of reft, to 
encounter the heat of the climate, and the fcarcity of water. 

48. Iphicrates, having acquired at Epidaurum great fpoils, in 
his retreat to his lliips was purfued by the Laccdarnionian governor of 
the country; who had polledhimfelf on an eminence, to intercept him. 
Before his baggage Iphicrates drew up his heavy-armed troops, inter¬ 
mixing here and there with them fome of his light-armed and other 
lefs effective'* forces, to increafe their numbers; concealing himfelf at 
a fmall diftance with the reft of his army. Thofe advancing againft 
the Lacedaemonian, he quitted his heights to engage them; of which 
Iphicrates, with the other part of his troops, having wheeled about, 
took polTeffion, and falling upon his rear entirely defeated him. 

49. Iphicrates having about Phlyuntes fome narrow defiles to 
pafs, while the enemy hung upon his rear, ordered his troops to clear 
the pafs with all expedition: while he, with a body of his beft troops 
falling back into the rear to cover them, attacked the enemy, difordered 
and confufed in the eagernefs of their purfuit, and made great havock 
amongft them. 

50. Iphicrates, having made an irruption into Thrace, en- 
■ camped on an open plain, almoft furrounded by a ridge of mountains, 

and acccflible only in one pafs by a bridge; that the Thracians crofted 
in the night, with intention to attack his camp: which, having 
lighted in it a number of fires, he evacuated, and lkirting the moun¬ 
tains concealed himfelf in a piece of Ihrubby ground near the bridge; 
while the Thracians advanced againft his camp, not doubting by the 

• On this pafiage I will obferve in general, that the or heavy-armed troops, were 

the firft and moft confiderablc body in the Grecian infantry: engaging with broad fliields and 
long fpears. The or light-armed men, fought chiefly with arrows, darts, (lings, &c. 
Thofe who are here Ailed were probably the baggage keepers, &c. ordered into the 

ranks only to fwcll the fliew of numbers. 
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fires but he was Hill there, Iphicrates in the mean time quitted his 
ftation, pafled the bridge, and effefled a fafe retreat. 

51. Iphicrates, when in command of a numerous army, con¬ 
fining both of naval, and land forces, kept always in hand a quarter 
of their pay, as a fecurity againft their defertion. By this means he 
preferred his army compleat, and his troops rich; haring always a 
fourth part of their pay in arrears. 

52. Iphicrates, having encamped oppofite to the Lacedxmonian 
allies, in the night made his army change their drefs: the foldiers drefled 
themfelves in the habit of the fervants, and the fervants in that of the 
foldiers. They in the military drefs walked about at pleafure with the 
air of freemen; leaving the care of their arms to the fervants: they in 
the fervile drefs, as their fervice required, were employed about the aims. 
The enemy, feeing this, did the fame: their foldiers leifurely amufed 
themfelves without the limits of the camp; while their fervants were 
engaged in their ordinary employment within. At a fignal given, the 
troops of Iphicrates, feifing their arms, inftantly advanced againft the 
enemy’s camp; from whence the fervants precipitately fled, and the fol¬ 
diers thus furprifed unarmed, were cither flain, or taken prifoners. 

53. Iphicrates, on another occafion, being encampeddireftly op¬ 
pofite to the enemy, and obferring that they dined regularly at a certain 
hour, made-his men dine early in die morning; and immediately after 
attacked the enemy -. whom, without ever clofing, they with their darts 
engaged all day at a diftance. And in the evening after both fides had 
retreated, and the enemy were fate down to their repaft, his own foldiers 
haring dined heartily early in the day, he attacked the enemy while at 
their fupper, and made no fmall havock amongft them. 

54. The narrownefs of the roads at Phlyuntes obliging Iphicrates 
to march with a narrow front, and his lines extended to the rear, which 
was much galled by the enemy, he ordered them to march quicker; and, 
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with a feleft body of troops, falling back into the rear, lie vigoroufly 
attacked the enemy, fatigued with the purfuit, and ill no order; cut 
many of them to pieces, and made the reft prifoners. 

55. Iphicrates, when lying at Corcyra he received intelligence 
of Crinippus having failed from Sicily with eleven ftore fhips, in a fmall 
ifland near which his courfe lay ordered a beacon to be lighted: and 
weighing anchor in the night, he fell in with him, and took every (hip 
but one. 

56. Iphicrates, while in Thrace, having had intelligence of a 
confpiracy being formed by two of his generals, felefted a party of his 
beft and moft confidential troops: and ordered them as foon as he had 
charged the fufpefted generals with the confpiracy, immediately to feife 
their arms, and thofe of the corps they commanded: which was accord¬ 
ingly done. The confpiracy afterwards being clearly proved, Iphicrates 
ordered the generals to execution; ftripped the foldicrs, and turned them 
naked out of the camp. 

57. Two thoufand mercenaries having revolted to the Lacedemo¬ 
nians, Iphicrates difpatched after them private letters to the generals of 
the revolters 5 reminding them of the time appointed, and alluring them 
they might then depend on afliftance from Athens: well knowing, that 
thofe letters would be intercepted by the* guards op tiie roads. 
This was accordingly the cafe; and the Lacedaemonians, upon the inter¬ 
cepted letters being carried to them, dilpatched a body of troops to ap¬ 
prehend the revolters : who, in this untoward fituation, real traitours to 
the Athenians, and fufpefted of treachery to the Lacedaemonians, had 
nothing left but to endeavour to make their efcape from both. 

5S. When Iphicrates commanded at Chios, to convi< 5 t a party of 

* The jWxk ™.»?«, were reminds Rationed on the publick roads, to make enquiries of 
all paffengers refpccting their bufinefs, &c. and to tranfmit information to the neighbouring 
towns of any particular occurrences, that might affeft either private perfons, or the Rate. 
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the Chians whom Iphicrates fufpecled of favouring the interefts of La¬ 
cedaemon ; he ordered fome captains of veffels fecretly to weigh anchor 
in the night, and the next morning to return into harbour, habited in 
the Lacedaemonian drcfs. Thofe, who were in the Lacedaemonian intereft, 
as foon as they faw them, run with great joy to welcome them to the 
harbour: when Iphicrates, advancing with a body of troops from the 
city, furrounded, and took them, and fent them to Athens to be pu- 
nifned. 

59. Iphicrates, once particularly prefled for money, while 
the foldiers mutinied, and infilled on a general meeting being called, 
habited fome men, who were acquainted with the Perfian language, in 
a Perfian drefs, and ordered them when the aflembly was molt crowded 
to be introduced; and to tell them in the barbarian manner, that a party 
were on their march and very near, who were charged with money for 
payment of their arrears: and we, added they, were difpatched before, 
to apprife you of it. On this intelligence, the foldiers immediately 
diflolved the aflembly. 

60. Iphicrates, having ravaged Odryfuis, and brought off much 
booty, was purfued by the Odryfians in great force. And being weak 
in his cavalry, and the enemy in theirs particularly ftrong, he ordered 
his own to attack with flaming torches in their hands: which fo affrighted 
the horfes of the enemy, unaccuftomed to the fight of fire; that they 
would not Hand the charge, but turned about and fled. 

61. Iphicrates once advanced againft a city, a river flowing 
through the midft of it, which he w'as obliged to pafs above the city, 
before he could commence the attack. He therefore eroded the river in 
the night; that the water, rendered muddy by the palfagc cf fo great 
a body of men, might not difeover his approach to the enemy. The 
next morning he appeared before their gates, and begun the attack; while 
they were ignorant of his having crolled the river. 


62. Iphi- 
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62. Iphicrates having taken many of the Odryfians prifoners, 
when galled by the enemy's flings and arrows, ftripped his prifoners na¬ 
ked, and with their hands tied behind them placed them in the front of 
his army. The Odryfians, feeing their friends thus polled in the place 
of danger, no longer continued the diftant action with arrows and 
flings. 

63. When ordered againft the Phoenicians with a fleet of a hundred 
fail, Iphicrates, as foon as he approached the Phoenician coaft, which was 
flat and muddy, found the enemy drawn up to receive him. Obferving 
their pofition, he ordered the mailers of the Ihips, to form a line and 
wear to the Ihore, and at a fignal given to drop their anchors; and the 
foldiers, every man immediately to take up his arms, and each by his 
refpeftive oar to jump into the fea. As foon as Iphicrates fuppofcd the 
fea lhallow enough for his purpofe, he gave the fignal; the velfels inltantly 
dropped anchor, the foldiers quitted them in perfedt order, and under 
cover of their Ihields advanced to the Ihore. The enemy, intimidated 
by the order of their march, and their refolution, abandoned themfelves. 
to flight: when the Grecians purfued them, and in the rout cut many, 
of them to pieces. Many alfo they made prifoners, and poflefled them- 
felves of confiderable fpoils; which were fecured on board their lhips„ 
while they encamped themfelves on the Ihore. 

CHAP. X. 

TIMOTHEUS. 

AT a time, when there was a great fcarcity of money in the Athe¬ 
nian camp, Timotheus perfuaded die futtlers to take his drafts for cur¬ 
rency : alluring them, thole drafts Ihould all be redeemed with fpecie. 
The futtlers trulled to the general’s honour,.and fupplied die army with 
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provifions upon the credit of his own notes. The money was afterwards 
punctually paid, and Timotheus by this ftratagem not only fupplied the 
wants of his army, but eftablilhed his credit among the futtlers. 

2. Just as the fleet under Timotheus was ready to fail, one of the 
men was feized with a fit of fneezing*. The matter of the veffel bade 
him fupprefs it: and the failours refufed to embark. Timotheus fmiled, 
and with great compofure obferved, “ What a wonderful omen is this; 
that among fuch a number of men, one of them fhould happen to fneeze." 
The failours faw the propriety of their general’s obfervation, laughed at 
their own fuperftition, and embarked. 

3. Timotheus having given orders for the army immediately to 
charge, and feveral of the men being yet behind; one of his lieutenants 
alked, if they had not better halt, till the reft came up. “ By no means, 
'replied Timotheusall that will fight bravely are ready; and thofe, who 
will not do that, are not worth waiting for.” 

4. In a naval engagement between the Athenians and Lacedaemoni¬ 
ans at Leucas, Timotheus commanded the Athenians, and Nicomachus 
the Lacedaemonians. The battle being fought on the feftival Skiraf, 
Timotheus in the morning ornamented his Ihips with myrtle, then gave 
the fignal for attack, and obtained the victory: the foldiers exerting 
themfelves with uncommon courage, in confidence that they fought un¬ 
der the immediate protection of the goddefs. 

5. When Timotheus invefted a city, he appointed to his troops a 
particular diftrict, in which he gave them liberty to live at free quarters. 
But in the reft of the country he made them pay for whatever they had. 
Nor did he fuffer them to deftroy either houfe, or cottage, or even to 
Cut down a growing tree; but merely to fupply themfelves with the 

* Sneezing was always confidered by feamen, as an unlucky omen. 

f A feftival in honour of Mherva, the tutelary Deity of the Athenians. 
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product of the country. And by this conduft he knew, if he was fuccefs- 
ful, he fhould be able to raife the greater contribution from the people; 
and if the war was protrafted, he Ihould want for his army neither pro- 
vifions, nor other accommodation. And what was Hill of greater con- 
fequence, he by this means feciued the efteem of his enemies. 

6 . Timotheus advancing to a naval engagement with the Lacede¬ 
monians took on board him the ftores* of twenty triremes; which he 
lodged in the holds of the reft of the fleet, that lay quietly on their oars, 
while the light vefiels advanced againft the enemy, whom they harraffed 
with various movements and manoeuvres. As foon as he faw them 
appear fatigued, and feebly handle their oars, he with the reft of the 
fleet advanced to aftion j and frefli, and in Full ftrength, obtained an 
eafy viftory over an enemy weak and exhaufted by tedious and laborious 
manoeuvres. 

7. In an incur/ion into Olynthia, to avoid being harraflcd by the 
Olynthian horfe, Timotheus marched in the form of the Plinthf; 
polling his baggage and cavalry in' the centre, the carriages faftened 
in continued lines to each other; and round them he formed his heavy¬ 
armed troops. And in this order he penetrated into Olynthia; the 
Olynthian cavalry being able to make no imprelRon on him. 

8. Timotheus, having encamped at Amphipolis, received intelli¬ 
gence in the evening that the enemy were advancing in-force againft 
him, and would reach him the next day. That he might not difeou- 
rage his troops, he concealed from them the ftrength of the enemy; and 

* myopiara is a term of very large extent, comprehending fometimes thole who rowed, 
as well as all other perfons in the fliip, and was fometimes applied to any thing contained in it. 
In the inftaiice before us, it can only (ignify thofe contents, which would be of no ufo in all 
action. 


CL 


t Sec above, book 2. chap. 2, ftrat. 9. 
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as if advancing againft an undifciplined army, he ordered -the Bag¬ 
gage and attendants on the camp to march firft, diredting their rout 
through a rugged and unfrequented road, where it was probable the 
enemy might have neglected to ftation a guard. Himfelf marched 
at tlie head of the phalanx; and the light infantry lie polled in the rear. 
In this order he reached the liver Strymon, where he embarked his army 
and burned all the fliips on the river, that were more than he could 
fill. And all thefe were the operations of a Angle nightby which he 
effected a 6fe retreat. 

9. Timotheus, having undertaken the fiege of Samos,, for that en- 
terprife engaged feven thoufand mercenaries. But not being able re¬ 
gularly to- make good to them their pay, and obferving the illand to be 
rich and well cultivated, he fuffered them on a part of it,, for that pur- 
pofe affigned, to live at free quarters j. and the produdl of the reft he 
fold: protecting thofe who were employed in gathering it. And having, 
from thence raided confiderable fums, he paid his troops part of their 
arrearsand thus fecuring their perfeverauce, he at laft took the city 
by Harm. 

io_ Wheu Timotheus lay before Samos, and the continued in¬ 
flux cf ftrangers occafioned fueh confumption of provifions, as crea¬ 
ted a fcarcity, lie ordered no flour to be fold, nor a pint of oil, 
or wine, and of com not lefs than a bufliel, nor of any liquors 
lefs than a barrel: : and prohibited all corn-mills, except on the hills. 
The confequence of which regulations was, that when the ftrangers 
found they could not purchafe at Samos what was wanted for prefent. 
ufe; they brought their provifion with them : and the whole produft 
of the illand became thus appropriated to the demands of the army. 

11.. Timotheus, with a fleet of forty fliips, having occafion to. 
difpatch five, with provifions for feveral days, on a fecret expedition,, 
was afraid of openly applying lb large a lhare of provifions, as was 
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required, to that expedition ; left the troops, whom he had not been 
able regularly to pay, (hould murmur at the -apprehenfion of being 
reduced to fliert allowance. He therefore ordered the whole fleet to get 
under fail, each {hip taking on board three days provifion; and to an¬ 
chor at a certain ifland. There he direfred every captain of a {hip to 
land two days provifion: which he fecretly put on board the five flrips 
■deftined for the diftant expedition; and with the remaining part of his 
fleet returned to his former ftation. 

12. Previous to an engagement, to which Timotheus was advanc¬ 
ing, with the Spartan general Nicolochus, he ordered the compliments 
of feveral Ihips to be landed, and to reft on the (horc till wanted : and 
with twenty of his fwifteft failingVeflels bore down upon the enemy, 
direfting the captains not to advance within dart’s caft of them; but to 
pafs them, to advance, and retreat, and by every manoeuvre harrafs and 
fatigue them. In this kind of flying fight as foon as Timotheus obferved 
the enemy by heat and fatigue almoft exhaufted; he gave fignals for a re¬ 
treat. And taking on board the men, that had been left during the dif¬ 
tant engagement to reft themfelves on the fliore, he renewed the action 
with the wearied foe, took many of their Ihips, and difabled others. 

13. Timotheus, when lying before the Lacedaemonian fleet, being 
afraid left ten of the enemy’s Ihips, that the admiral had previous to the 
•engagement difpatched to intercept his ftore-lhips, {hould fall in with 
them, refolved to retreat and cover them. And at the fame time ap- 
prehenfive left the enemy {hould attack him in his retreat, and, while 
the fmall veliels were endeavouring to form, come up with, and in that 
imperfeft ftate bring him to an engagement, he ordered the captains of 
the triremes not to form again, hut to make the firft land they could: 
while he, having cleared the decks, and put the prifoners in the holds, 
with the reft of his fleet in the fliape of a crefcent, gently wore away 
before the enemy; his fterns foremoft, and beaks dire&ed towards them. 

Q_2 14. In 
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14. Is a war with the Chalcidiaiis, in which Timotheus commanded, 
aflifted by Pcrdiccas ; he mixed the Macedonian money with the Cyprian 
brafs, and from thence (truck a new coin, of the value of five drachms: 
one fourth of which confided of filver, and the red was an alloy of brafs. 
By this means having enriched his military ched, he perfuaded the fut- 
tlers and inhabitants of the country to take it as currency: which he 
received in payment of them again, and thus it paffed between the army 
and their fuppliers in the place of more valuable coin. 

15. The Toronreans when befieged by Timotheus, threw up 
moles of a prodigious height againd him, confiding of balkets of fand.: 
which he contrived means, by long machines pointed with (harp fteel, 
and fixed to the tops of his mads, to cut, and let out the fand. The 
addrefs of Timotheus on this occafion induced the Toronseans to com¬ 
ply with the conditions he impofed on them. 

16. In a naval engagement with the Lacedaemonians, in which 
Timotheus commanded, afiided by the Corcyraeans and other allies, he 
polled his prime failours in the firft line; directing the red of the fleet 
to lie upon their oars, and keep themfelves quiet. As foon as he faw 
the enemy’s flrength weakened, and their efforts flackening from the 
impetuofity of the fird attack; he gave the fignal for the red of the 
fleet to advance: which being quite frefh eafily compleated the victory 
over an enemy already exhaulted with the fatigues of the day*. 

17. After Timotheus had defeated the Lacedaemonian deet at 
Lcucas, and dedroyed feveral of their (hips; being afraid of ten of 
them, which dill remained undamaged and difpofed for aCtion, he 
drew up his fleet in the form of a crefccnt; pofling his fmall (hips 
within the circle, which projected to the enemy: and in this difpofition 

* This (eras to have been a favourite ftratagem with this commander: which we find 
in three different infiances he employed with fuccefs. 


he 
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he retreated, with his ftems forcmoft, and the beaks advanced toward 
the enemy; who did not venture to attack hiri), butfuftered him, in 
this order to make good his retreat*. 

CHAP. XL 

CHABRIAS. 

TO divert his men from an unneceffary carnage, Chabrias bade 
them remember, that the victims of their fwords, though enemies, 
were men ; flefli and blood, and of the fame nature with themfelves. 

2. Chabrias obtained a naval viftory at Naxos, on' the fifteenth 
day of the month Boedromion •: which he confidered aufpicious, as 
being one of the days on which the Eleufinian myfteries are celebrated. 
Themiftocles alfo on one of thofc days defeated the Perlians at Salamis; 
but the day, on which the batle of Salamis was fought, was that par¬ 
ticularly dedicated to Bacchus f : fo that Themiftocles might be fup- 
pofed to have the immediate prote&ion of the God; but Chabrias oil 
his fide only the aufpices of the-myfteries. 

3. A Lacedaemonian fleet of obfervation, confiding of twelve failj 
having efcaped Chabrias, and made the land. To decoy them out to 
fea again; he detached twelve fliips, faftened two by two together, with 
their fails alfo joined. The enemy, fuppofing them to be only fix 
fliips, weighed anchor, and advanced againft them. As foon as Cha¬ 
brias thought them too far from (hore, to efcape him; he feparated the 
fails, fet his fliips at liberty; and bore down upon the enemy: half of 
whom he captured, with their compliments of men on board. 

* This ftratagem too, with fome variation, we find twice employed by Timotheuv 
againft the Lacedemonians. And it is obfervable, that the crefcent is a form, which wc 
fee at this day frequently adopted. 

+' That was the fixth day of the myfteries; 4. Cll A- 
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4. Chabrias, being obliged to retreat before a fuperiour force, 
and marching tlirough a narrow defile, polled his bed: troops in the 
rear, and himfelf led the van. In this order purfuing his march, 
while none who were polled in the rear dared to defert his ranks, and 
contrary to orders pafs the general, he with little lofs effected his re¬ 
treat. 

5. The treafury of Thamus king of ./Egypt being much exhaufted, 
and he in want of money, Chabrias advifed him to command the 
wealthier part of his fubjects to contribute to his prefent occafions 
whatever gold and filver they could: engaging in proportion to their 
contributions to remit their refpective tributes. By this method he 
raifed a great fum, and without injury to any one : and afterwards 
with Uriel punctuality difeharged his engagements. 

6. Chabrias having made an irruption into Lacedsemonia, and 
being obliged to pafs a river, fecurcd the booty, of which h£ had 
taken a confiderable quantity, by fending it over the river, and lodg¬ 
ing it in the country of an Athenian ally: and halting with the reft of 
his army, which he ordered to refrclh themfelves, he waited a fuppofed 
event, which according to his expectation took place. For the Lacedaemo¬ 
nians, having been apprifed of his rout, marched out to intercept him 
at the river, and recover thei^fpoil: and, after a long and laborious 
march of two hundred furlongs, came up with him; but fatigued, in 
no order, nor in any relpect prepared for action. Chabrias on the 
contrary, his troops refted, and well refrelhed, in good order attacked 
them, and gained an eaiy victory. 

7. When Chabrias commanded in /Egypt, as ally to the king, 
againft the Periians; who had invaded his country with a numerous 
army, and a powerful fleet: finding that the ./Egyptians had great 
itore of Ihips, but wanted mariners to work them, he fele&ed from 
the ftouteft of the ./Egyptian youths a compliment fuflkient to man 
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fwo hundred Ihips. And having taken the oars out of the fhips, 
he feated the Egyptians in order on benches, which lie dredted to 
be raifed on the fliore r then gave them the oars, and intermixed 
with them fome mariners who underftood the Egyptian, as well as 
Grecian language. Thefe inftrufted them to handle their oars: and. 
in a fliort time the king pofleffed a fleet of two hundred fail, com- 
pleatly manned. 

8. Chabrias, whenever his army eonfiftedof new levied troops, 
previous to an ailion ufed to order proclamation to be made, that 
whoever were indifpofed, Ihould quit their ranks. The cowards took 
advantage of this order, pretended illnefs, and laid down their arms. 
Thofe therefore he never led to adlion, but employed them in fecuring. 
ports; where their numbers at leaft might render them formidable to 
the enemy. And as foon as he conveniently could, he Ihortcned their 
pay. 

9. Chabrias advancing againft a city, which was at war with 
Athens, landed a body of heavy-armed troops by night; and by 
break of day entered the harbour, and made a feint to difembark his 
troops at fome diftance from the city. The citizens fallied out, to 
dilpute his landing 1 when the ambufcade of heavy-armed troops fell 
upon their rear, flew fome, and rc-imbarked with a confiderable 
number of prifoners. 

10. Ten of the moft flout and aftivc of his heavy-armed troops. 
Chabrias landed from each of his {hips by night in the enemy’s coun¬ 
try, with orders to ravage it. The citizens, to protect their property, 
iallied out of the city, and advanced againrt the ravagers. As foon- 
as this was obferved, Chabrias advanced with his fleet direftly againft 
the city: whofe approach of courfe drew back to- the proteftion of it: 
the attention of the troops, that were advancing againft the invaders 
while he with a detached fquadron, brought to Ihore above the city,. 

and: 
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and took on board again the troops that had been ordered to ravage 
the country, together with the booty they had taken. 

11. When Chabrias in a naval action engaged Pollis at Naxos, 
he commanded his captains, if they found tliemfelves hard prefled, 
privately to ftrikeoff the ornamental diffractions and names from their 
refpective fiiips; and tiicfe on the enemy’s fliips remaining would be a 
fufneient mark to them, where to attack. Accordingly Pollis’s cap- 
tens, not being able to diftinguilh, for want of their figns, the ene¬ 
my's fhips, frequently palled the Athenians without attacking them : 
doubting whether they were friends or foes. While the Athenians 
knew the enemy, from their marks of diffraction; and their own 
fhips as perfectly, from hating none: and this device fecured to the 
Athenians the victory. 

12. Chabrias, after landing three hundred men by night in 
jfEgina, continued his voyage. But the citizens, having difeovered 
the invaders, marched out againft them, and attacked them with great 
fuperiority of force. This Chabrias obferving, changed his courfe, 
and bore away to the city: from whence the enemy fearing left Ik 
fhould cut off their retreat precipitately quitted the field. 

13. When the fea run high, Chabrias to prevent the waves from 
lafliing over the fhip faftened hides on each fide, from prow to ftern; 
which had the propofed effect, and kept the failours dry. It alfo 
leffened the appearance of danger, which did not a little confufe the 
crew j and enabled them to keep die deck. 

14. In long voyages to guard againft ftorms, Chabrias carried two 
occafional helms; which he fixed on either fide the fhip near the row¬ 
ing benches. When the fea was calm, he ufed the common helm: 
but in ftorms, when the fhip rode high on the water, he dropped the 
other helms, to keep her fteady, and give a better command in directing 
her courfe. 


15. Cha- 
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15. Ciiabrias having invaded Lacedwmonia, and ravaged the 
country, when purfued by the Spartans under the command of Agefi- 
lau>, ported himfelf on an eminence; where he fecurej his prifoners 
and booty, and ftrongly entrenched himfelf. The Lacedaemonians 
encamped at the diftance of five furlongs'from him. As foon as night 
came on, he ordered a number of fires to be lighted; and dire&ed his 
troops at two o'clock to ftrike their tents, and begin their march over 
the farther part of the mountain; leaving their cattle behind them. 
The Lacedaemonians in the mean time, feeing the fires, and hearing 
the lowing of the cattle, fuppofed the Athenians ftill in camp, and 
early in the morning advanced to attack it: which when they ap¬ 
proached, and found empty; Agefilaus exclaimed, " Chabrias is an 
able general.” 


CHAP. XII. 

P H 0 C 10 N. 

THE Athenians eager on a war againft Thebes, which Phocion 
ftrenuouily oppofed, carried their point againft him, and nominated 
him general. He immediately ordered proclamation to be made for 
every Athenian, who could bear arms, under the age of fixty, to fol¬ 
low him from the afiembly, and with five days fubfiftence attend him 
to the field. A great confufion enfued, particularly amongft thofe who 
were advanced in years; who, murmured, and flew about: exclaim¬ 
ing at the harlhnefs of the orders. When Phocion addrerted them; 
“Why, friends, you have no room to complain of being called out 
on account of your age, when I, your general, at the age of eighty, go 
with you.” The obfervation flopped their murmurs : and on fecond con- 
fideration they took Phocion’s advice, and dropped the projected war. 

R CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIIL 

CHARES. 

CHARES having entertained a fufpicion that the enemy had fpies. 
in his camp, placed a ftrong guard without the trenches, and ordered, 
every man to accoft his neighbour, and not to. part till each had told the 
other, who he was, and to what company, and band, he belonged. 
By this device the fpies were apprehended: being unable to tell either, 
their company, band, comrade, or the word. 

2. When in Thrace, and the feafon very fevere, Chares obferved 
the men ftarved themfelves, in order to fave their doaths; and, be¬ 
numbed with cold, did not difeover in their performance of his orders 
their ufual alertnefs: he therefore ordered them to change doaths with 
each other. The foldiers then no longer folicitous to fpare another’s 
doaths, as they had done their own, wrapped themfelves up warm j 
and became ready, and alert as ufual, in executing their general’s 
commands. 

3. Chares, in his retreat from Thrace, while the Thracians hung; 
on him, and galled his rear, having a dangerous ground to pafs, and 
wifhing to retard the enemy’s purfuit, mounted his trumpets ; and, 
detaching a party of horfe to attend them, ordered them to make a cir¬ 
cuitous march, and as foon as they had got upon the enemy’s rear, to- 
found the charge, On hearing it, the Thracians halted: and, fup- 
pofing themfelves furrounded by an ambufeade, confufedly left their 
ranks, and fled: leaving Chares without further lofs or danger to 
make good his retreat. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIV. 

CHARIDEMUS. 

THE Ilienfians, having made themfelves mailers of a city in the 
territories of Charidemus, and in excurfions from thence committed a£ts 
of depredation; Charidemus furprifed and took an Ilienfian fervant load¬ 
ed with booty: and by promife of great rewards prevailed on him to 
betray the city into his hands. To eftablifh the traitor’s intereft with 
the watch, he fupplied him with Iheep and other booty, on his no&urnal 
expeditions, which he Ihared amongft the watch; and thereby obtained 
free leave to pafs and repafs. On a night agreed on between them, he 
palled the gates, with a party he had engaged, on the pretence of a (lifting 
him in bringing back a greater lpoil. His companions Charidemus feized, 
and threw into irons; and habiting fome of his own troops in their drefs, 
he furnilhed them with a quantity of plunder, and amongft it a horfe. In 
order to admit the horfe, the centinel opened the whole gate: when the 
foldiers, together with die horfe, rufhed in, flew the guard, and open¬ 
ing the gates to the reft of the army made themfelves mailers of the 
city. Thus it might be faid, if we were inclined to be humourous, that 
Ilium was taken a fecond time by die ftratagem of a horfe. 

CHAP. XV. 

DEMETRIUS PHALEREUS. 

DEMETRIUS PHALEREUS, when near being taken by the king 
of Thrace, hid himfelf in a load of ftraw ; and thus efcaped into an 
adjoining territory. 

R 2 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XVI. 

PHILOCLES.. 

PHILOCLES, a general of Ptolemy, having befieged Caunus, bribed 
the fuperintendants of com into a confpiracy. They accordingly had 
it proclaimed in the city, that they meaned that day to give out the corn 
to the foldiers: who immediately left the walls, in order to fee the corn 
meafured out. Philodes took the opportunity of the abfence of the fol- 
diers from their polls; and, while the walls were left undefended, made, 
his attack, and carried the town. 
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T O 

THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 

SAMUEL LORD HOOD. 

MY LORD, 

In the prefent improved date of 
Naval Tadics, it cannot but afford an agreeable pro- 
fped to a Commander, that has like your Lordfhip fo 
often rode the main at the head of triumphant fleets, 
to view the ads that courage has difplayed, and the 
arts that condud hath fuggefted, when Navigation 
was in its infancy; and a fleet of Men of War, as 
appears from thofe of Antigonus and Polyfperchon 
in this fourth Book of Stratagems, which I have the 
honour 



DEDICATION. 


honour to addrefs to your Lordftiip, were in compa- 
rifon with filch as you have been accuftomed to com¬ 
mand at beft but a group of Gravefend Packets. 

And fuch comparative view while I have the ho¬ 
nour in this addrefs to prefent to your Lordihip, it at 
the fame time affords me an occafion of expreffing 
the juft fenfe I have of favours received by, 

MY LORD , 

With great Refpedt, 

Your Lordlhip’s obliged 
And moft obedient 
Humble Servant, 


R. SHEPHERD. 
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BOOK IV. 

THE PREFATORY ADDRESS. 

T HIS Book of Stratagems I alfo addrefs to your facred ma- 
jefties, Antoninus and Verus : which I have written with more particular 
pleafure than the reft, as containing the exploits of your heroic ances¬ 
tors, who filled the throne of Macedoiu 

CHAP. I. 

ARGA 5 US. 

IN the reign of Argasus king of Macedon, the Taulantii under 
their king Galaurus made an incurfion into Macedonia. Argceus, whofc 
force was very fmall, direfted the Macedonian young women, as the 
enemy advanced, to lhew themfelves from mount Ereboea. They ac¬ 
cordingly did fo ■, and in a numerous body pouring down from the mount, 
their faces concealed under chaplets, brandilhed their thyrfufes inftead 
of fpears. Galaurus, intimidated by their numbers, whom inftead of 
women he fuppofed to be men, founded a retreat: when the Taulantii, 
throwing away their arms, and whatever might retard their efcape, aban¬ 
doned themfelves to a precipitate flight. Argaeus, having thus obtained 
a victory without the hazard of a battle, eretted a temple to Bacchus* 
Pfeudanor: and ordered the prieftefles of that god, who were before called 
Kladonesf by the Macedonians, to be ever afterwards diftinguilhed by 
the title of Mimaliones. 

* fsgnincs a deceiver in a man’s appearance. 

1 KMeerai fignihes branch-bearers, alluding to the Thyrfcs. And denote 

imitators. CHAP. 
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CHAP. II. 

P HI L I P P U S. 

PHILIP once broke a Tarentine of rank, who had a command in 
his army, becaufe he ufed warm baths: faying, “ You ftem a ftranger 
to the Macedonian cuftoms; which do not indulge the ufe of warm 
water even to a woman in child-bed. 

2. Engaging the Athenians at Chsronea, Philip made a lliam 
retreat: when Stratocles, the Athenian general, ordered his men to 
pufh forwards; crying out, “We will purfue them to the heart of 
Macedon.” Philip coolly obferved, “ The Athenians know not how 
to conquer:” and ordered his phalanx to keep clofe and firm, and to 
retreat flowly, covering themfelves with their Ihields from the attacks of 
the enemy. As foon as he had by this manoeuvre drawn them from 
their advantageous ground, and gained an eminence, he halted; and 
encouraging his troops to a vigorous attack, made fuch an impreflion 
on the enemy, as foon determined a brilliant victory in his favour. 

3. Philip, while encamped againfl: the Thebans, was informed 
that two of his generals, Asropus and Damafippus had taken from the 
Hews a finging girl, and introduced her into the camp: and the fact 
being proved, he banillied both of them the kingdom. 

4. Having blocked up a city of Thrace, Philip fent to the befieged 
a flag of truce: who convened an affembly, and introduced to it the 
flag, anxious to know the enemy’s propofals. Philip in the mean time 
directed a vigorous attack, and carried die city; while the people were 
more attentive to the fuppofed conditions of peace, than the real at¬ 
tacks of war. 

5. After an engagement with the Illyrians, Philip propofed a 
truce with them, for the purpofe of burying their dead: which being 
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agreed to, as foon as the laft man was buried, his army being drawn up 
and waiting the fignal to engage, he inftantly ordered them to charge ;. 
and put the enemy, who were unprepared, to a general rout. 

6. While Philip was trying his ftrength with Menagetes in wreft- 
ling: the foldiers around were clamorous for their pay; in which he 
was much in arrears to them, and had not wherewith at the prcfcnt to 
make it good. Dropping with fweat, and covered as he was with dull, 
he ran up to them with a laugh; “ You are right, ‘ faid he,’ my dear 
lads; and I have been perfuming* myfelf with that barbarian, in order 
to pay my refpects to you, for the credit you have been fo obliging 
as to give me.” Having thus faid, he ran through the midft of them, 
and plunged into a filh-pond. The Macedonians laughed at the humour 
of the prince :• who continued amufing hlmfelf in the water, till the 
foldiers were tired out with the negleft he paid to their remonftrances, 
and went away. In his hours of gaiety Philip often ufed to mention 
this device, by which he had with a ftroke of bufFoonry got rid of de¬ 
mands, that no arguments could have reafoned away. 

7. Philip, at Chscronea, knowing the Athenians were hot* and 
inexperienced, and the Macedonians inured to fatigues and exercife, 
contrived to prolong the aftion: and referring his principal attack to 
the latter end of the engagement, the enemy weak and exhaufted were 
unable to fuftain the charge. 

8 . Having marched againft the Amphiflenfians,. Philip found 
himfelf obftructcd by the Athenians and Thebans; who had made 

* The humour exprefled by Philip on this occafton lies in the cu!tom, which with the ■ 
antients prevailed, of wafhing and perfuming thcmfclves, previous to going to an entertain- ■ 
ment, where form or rcfpcct was required. 

* The word »fnt which I have tranflated “ hot,” implies in this place, “ active and im - 
preffive in the attack.” '1 be reader is referred to the fecond ftratagem in this book; which 
alludes to the fame aftion. 
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thcmfelves mailers of a defile, which thus fecured he u as unable to force; 
and therefore had recourfe to (liatagcm. He wrote a letter to Antipa- 
tcr iu Macedonia, informing him that the Thracians were in rebellion, 
and that he was obliged far the prelent to defer his expedition againft 
the Amphificnfuns, and to march into Thrace. This letter he dif- 
patched by a way, where he knew it would be intercepted: which ac¬ 
cordingly was the cafe; and Chares and Proxenus the generals,, who 
commanded againft him, after they had deliberated on the contents of 
the letter, quitted tire poft they pofieffed. Of their movement Philip 
immediately availed himfelf-, and palling the defile without oppofition, 
afterwards defeated the allies, and took Amphifia. 

9. Philip was not more fuccefsful in his arms, than he was in 
treaties and negotiations: and indeed he piqued himfelf more on ad¬ 
vantages gained by thefe, than by dint of arms. For in the latter he 
obferved his foldiers fltared in the glory, but in the other it was all his 

10. Philip accuftomal the Macedonians to conftant exercife, as 
well in peace, as in actual fervice : fo that he would frequently make 
them march three hundred furlongs, carrying with them their helmets, 
fhields, greaves, and fpears; and, befides thofe arms, their provifions 
likewife, and utenfils for common ufe. 

11. When Philip advanced to Larifia, he pretended a fit of illnefs; 
in order to decoy the Aleuadians to vifit him : intending to feize them, 
and for their liberty oblige them to give up their towns. But Bsefcus 
apprifed the Aleuadians of the llratagem: which thereby fell to the 
ground. 

12. Philip defired permifiion in a full afiembly to addrefs the Sar- 
nufians; which being granted, he directed the foldiers, who attended 
him, to carry cords under their arms. When reaching out his arm, as 
if to harangue them, the fignal he had fixed on, his men immediately 

feifed 
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feifed on all the Sarnufians prefent, bound them, and fent more than 
ten thoufand prifoners into Macedonia. 

13. When clofely prefled by the Thracians, Philip ordered that as 
foon as he founded a retreat, the rear under cover of their (hields, fliould 
fuftain the enemy’s attack; and, by adting only on the defenfive, retard 
their purfuit, and thus favour the retreat of the army. 

14. In an irruption into Boeotia, Philip’s direft march was through 
a narrow pafs, which the Boeotians had fecured, and from whence he could 
not diflodge them ; he therefore took another rout, and laid wafte the 
whole country before him. The Boeotians, not bearing to fee their coun¬ 
try thus defolated, quitted their poll; and gave him an opportunity of 
palling the defile, and purfuing the march he at firft projected. 

15. Philip had raifed the fcaling-ladders againfl the walls of the 
Methonenfians; and a ftrong body of Macedonians advanced to the at¬ 
tack. As foon as they had mounted the walls, he ordered the ladders to 
be taken away: thereby leaving the aflailants no hopes of fafety, but in 
their courage. ■ 

16. The country of the Arbelians, into which Philip had made an 
irruption, being rough, and craggy, and covered with wood, the Bar¬ 
barians concealed themfelves in the thickets: where Philip, a ftranger to 
the country, knew not how to follow them, but by tracing their Heps 
with blood-hounds. 

17. The Athenians demanding of Philip the reftitution of Amphi- 
polis, and he being at that time engaged in a war with the Illyrians, how¬ 
ever unwilling to give it up to the Athenians, confented to make it free: 
with which though the Athenians appealed contented, they were not per- 
feftly fatisfied. Philip therefore, as foon as he had finiflied the Illyri¬ 
an war, returned at the head of a powerful army to Amphipolis; and in 
defiance of the Athenians, who had before Ihewn themfelves diflatisfied, 
made himfelf mailer of the place. 


18. Phi- 
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iS. Philip having befieged Phalcidon, a city of Theflaly, thePhal- 
cidians capitulated; and liis mercenaries entered the city to take poffeflion. 
But an ambufh being placed on the houfes and towers, the mercenaries 
fell a facrifice to a lhowerof darts and ftones. While the attention of 
the citizens was thus direfted to that part of the city, where the merce¬ 
naries entered, and the ambufcade was placed; Philip raifed the fcaling 
ladders againlt the walls on the oppofite part of the town, and by a vi¬ 
gorous aflault carried it; before the force, employed in the ambufcade, 
had time to recover their polls, and man the walls. 

19. Philip, when he formed thedelignof reducing Theflaly to the 
crown of Macedon, did not directly attack the Theffalians in the field. 
But when the Pallenenfians were engaged in war with the Pharfalians, 
and the Pherenfians with the Lariflsans; and other Hates in Theflaly 
with each other: his practice was in thofc Ibruggles to give afliltance to 
which ever power applied to him for it. And his victories on thofe oc- 
cafions were never marked with cruelty or devaftations. He neither dif- 
anned the conquered, nor deltroyed their fortifications •. but his great 
object was to create factions, rather than heal them; to protect the weak, 
and crulh the powerful. He endeavoured always to ingratiate himfelf 
with the bulk of the people, and cultivated the favour of oratorical de¬ 
magogues. By thefe ftratagems Philip made himfelf mailer of Theflaly, 
and not by arms. 

20. Philip having long laid before Care, a well-fortified town, 
which he was at lull unable to carry, found his bell exertions neceflary 
to effect a fafe retreat, and carry off with him his machines. For this 
purpofe he availed himfelf of a very dark night; and ordered the fmitlis 
to take his machines in pieces, imitating in the noife, as much as they 
could, the fabrication of new ones. The Carians, hearing the found 
of hammers, applied themfelves to ftrengthen their gates, and to coun¬ 
ter-work the effect of the enemy’s fuppofed operations by new eredlions. 

And 
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And while they were thus employed, Philip in the night ftruck his tents, 
and carried off his machines. 

21. When Philip advanced againft the Byzantines, he found them 
ftrongly fupported by various allies. To break the confederacy, he dif- 
patched revolters into the enemy’s quarters, to propagate a report, that he 
had detached forces into the different countries of the allies; and that 
fome of their cities were at that inftant in danger of being taken. And 
to give colour to tills intelligence, he made detachments from his army, 
which he ordered out on ihort marches different ways, without any 
intention to aft offenfively. Thele motions agreeing with the report 
of the’revolters, the allies deferted the Byzantines, to repair to the affift- 
ance of their refpeftive countries. 

2i. As Philip, after having reduced to his obedience the countries 
of the Abderites and Maronites, was returning from his expedition 
with a great fleet, and powerful army; Chares placed an ambufcade of 
twenty Ihips near Neapolis to annoy him. Philip, fufpefting fuch at¬ 
tempt, manned four of his beft-failing veffels with the ftouteft and 
moft experienced hands he could pick out: and ordered them to make 
what fail they could before the fleet, and to pafs Neapolis, holding 
not far from the Ihore. In purfuit of thofe four fail, Chares pulhed 
out with his twenty (hips: with which however, being light, and 
well-manned, he was not able to come up. And while he was 
chafing them without effeft, Philip llipt fafely by Neapolis with the 
reft of the fleet. 


CHAP. III. 

ALEXANDER. 

ALEXANDER whofe ambition was, to unite all mankind to him, 
as the common head and fuperiour of human nature, paffed a decree, 
S 2 that 
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that mankind fhould no longer be called mortals, human beings, or 
men, but Alexanders. 

2. Alexander, in his wars, directed his generals to order the 
Macedonians to (have their faces -, that their enemies in engaging might 
never lay hold on their beards. 

3. At the fiege of Tyre, Alexander having refolved to join the city 
which was then infular to the continent, by raifing a mound in the 
furrounding waters*', himfelf firft carried a balket of fand, which he 
threw into it. As foon as the Macedonians faw their king at work 
with his own hands, they all inftantly threw afide their robes, and foon 
raifed the ground. 

4. Having left a part of his 3rmy before Tyre, Alexander himfelf 
marched into Arabia. His abfence gave the Tyrians new fpirits: who 
advanced beyond their walls, engaged the Macedonians in the field, 
and frequently defeated them. Parmenio, Alexander’s general, gave 
him notice of what had palled; who fuddenly returning, and feeing 
the Macedonians retreating before the enemy, inftead of flying to their 
afiiftance, marched directly to the town; which he furprifed, evacuated 
by the Tyrian forces, and took it by ftorm. The Tyrians, finding their 
city taken, furrendered themfelves and their arms to the difcretion of 
the Macedonian conqueror. 

5. When Alexander advanced againft Darius, he ordered the Ma¬ 
cedonians, as foon as they drew near the Perftans, to fall down on 

* In my tranflation of this ftratagem I have rather endeavoured to explain an hiftorical 
fad, than content myfclf with a literal tranflation: which would have imperfedly reprefented 
the great defign Alexander in this work conceived, and executed. For a more full account 
cf which the curious reader is referred to Arrian. In Polysenus the objed is merely to Ihew 
Alexander’s addrefs in promo ing alacrity in his army in the profecution of fo laborious an 
undertaking. And even fo far confidcrcd, the paflage feems faulty. m«7«S«m*» to; 
twxuw, being a phiafe, that very imperfectly deferibes the meaning it was intended to 

their 
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their hands and knees: and, as foon as ever the trumpet founded the 
charge, to rife up and vigoroufly attack the enemy. They did fo: and 
the Perfians, confidering it as an aft of reverence, abated of their irnpe- 
tuofity, and their minds became foftened towards the proftrate foe. 
Darius too was led to think, he had gained a victory without the ha¬ 
zard of a battle. When on found of the trumpet, the Macedonians fprung 
up, and made fuch an imprelfion on the enemy, that their centre was 
broken, and the Perfians entirely defeated. 

6. At Arbelae, where the laft battle between Alexander and Darius 
was fought, a conftderable body of Perfians had made a circuit, and 
feifed the Macedonian carriage-horfes and baggage. Parmenio, obferv- 
ing their movement, defired Alexander to order a detachment to pro- 
teft them. By no means, replied Alexander; I have no troops to 
fpare againft predatory parties: my bufmefs is with the enemy; and I 
mult not weaken my phalanx. If we be conquered, we (hall not want 
our baggage: and if we conquer, both our's and the enemy’s will be¬ 
come our own. 

7. After theconqueft of Afia, the Macedonians being inftant 
with Alexander, and extravagant in their demands, on prefumption of 
their fervices; he ordered them to take their polls by themfelves in 
arms: and oppofite to them he ordered his Perlian troops to do the 
fame. The forces being thus feparated, “ Now, ‘ faid he,’ Macedo¬ 
nians, chufe your general: and I will take the Perfians. If you beat 
me, I will comply with all your demands: and you, if I beat you, 
will learn to be quiet.” Struck with the greatnefs of foul, this ftrata- 
gem difeovered, the Macedonians ever after condufted themfelves with 
more moderation. 

8. In his firft aftion with the Perfians, Alexander feeing the Mace¬ 
donians give way, rode through the ranks, calling out to his men, 

“ One 
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“ One effort more, mv Macedonians, one glorious effort.” Animated 
by their prince, they made a vigorous attack: and the enemy abandoned 
themfelvss to flight. Thus did that critical moment determine the 
victory. 

g. Alexander in his Indian expedition advanced to the Hydafpes, 
with intention to crofs it: when Porus appeared with his army on the 
other fide, determined to difpute his paffage. Alexander then marched 
towards the head of the river, and attempted to crofs it there. Thither 
alfo Porus marched, and drew up his army on the oppofite fide. He 
then made the fame effort lower down; there too Porus oppofed him. 
Thofe frequent appearances of intention to crofs it, without ever making 
one real attempt to effect it, the Indians ridiculed: and concluding that he 
had no real defign to pafs the river, they became more negligent in at- 
tending his motions. When Alexander by a rapid march gaining the 
banks, effected his purpofe on barges, boats, and hides fluffed with 
ftraw; before the enemy had time to come up with him: who de¬ 
ceived by fo many feint attempts, yielded him at laft an uninterrupted 
pafiage. 

to. Alexander finding his men, glutted with the immenfe wealth 
of which they had poffefled themfelves in Perfta, and which they carried 
about with them in carriages, did not at all relilhthis new expedition into 
India, ordered firft the royal carriages to be deftroyed; and afterwards all 
the reft. The Macedonians, thus deprived of their treafures, immediately 
became anxious for more; and, in order to obtain it, of courfe ready 
for new enterprifes. 

ii. The Thracians endeavouring to make an impreflion on the Ma¬ 
cedonian phalanx by a great number of chariots, which were direfted 
againft them, Alexander ordered his men to avoid them, if they could; and 
if not, to throw themfelves ontheground, holdingoverthem their Ihields: 

by 
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by which means the carriages on fpecd palled over, without hurting them. 
And by this manoeuvre the numerous carriages of the enemy were ren¬ 
dered ufeiefs. 

12. When Alexander advanced againft Thebes, he planted in ambufli 
a concealed body of troops under the command of Antipater ; while he 
himfelf marched openly againft the enemy’s ftrongeft works: which the 
Thebans with great obftinacy defended. In the midft of the engage¬ 
ment Antipater fecretly quitted his ambufli, and wheeling round attack¬ 
ed the walls in an oppofite quarter, where they were weakeft, and ill- 
manned; and made himfelf matter of the city. He immediately hoifted 
the Macedonian colours: which Alexander feeing called out, “ The town 
was his own.” The Thebans, who had till then made a gallant refin¬ 
ance, as foon as they faw their city in the poffeffion of the enemy, aban¬ 
doned themfelves to flight. 

13. The Macedonians having fled from the field, Alexander changed 
the coat of mail into a breaft-plate: which was a prote&ion to them, 
as long as they boldly faced the enemy! but if they fled, they expofed 
to the foe their naked backs. This had fuch an effefl: that they never 
afterwards fled; but, if they were overpowered, always retreated in good 
order. 

14. After Alexander had learned from the augurs, that the augu¬ 
ries were propitious, he ordered the viftims to be carried round the army; 
that the foldiers, not depending on what was told them, might be con¬ 
vinced with their own eyes of the ground of their hopes in the enfuing 
aft ion. 

15. .When Alexander entered Alia, to render Memnon general of 
the enemy's forces fufpected by the Perlians, he ordered the party, he had 
detached to ravage the country, not to touch his property, nor commit 
any depredations on his eftates. 

16. When Alexander furveyed the advantageous pofition of the Per- 

fians 
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firms oil the oppofite fide of the Granicus, determined to difpute his 
paflage over it; he changed his ground and, at the head of his phalanx, 
plunging into the river at a place above the enemy, he effected a paffage; 
and after an obltinate engagement routed the Perfian army. 

17. At the battle of Arbelre, Darius had planted the ground between 
the two camps with crows-feet: which Alexander having difcovered, ad¬ 
vanced, with his right wing aflant, fkirting tile armed ground: and in 
that order directed the army to fupport him. To oppofe that manoeuvre, 
and throw him upon the ground he feemed to avoid, the Perfian weak¬ 
ened his lines and detached his cavalry: which Alexander obferving, 
fupported by Parmenio, and flanked by the crows-feet, fell upon the 
weakened lines of the enemy, threw them into diforder, and begun the 
rout. 

18. Alexander, after he had paffed the Tygris, while the Perfians 
were laying the whole country wade with fire, fent a deputation to ex- 
poftulate with them on their outrages, and to conjure them to regard 
their own prefervation, and fpare the country. 

19. Alexander, when in Hyrcania, having been informed that 
•his character and conduct were afperfed both by the Macedonians and 
Greeks, affembled his friends, and told them; the fituation of his affairs 
at home required him to fend letters to Macedonia, and inform his fub- 
jccts, that he fhould certainly return within three years: and he delired 
his officers at the fame time to write letters to their refpeftive friends, to 
the fame purport; winch to a man they all did. As foon as the letter- 
carriers had got about three miles from the camp, he ordered them to be 
brought back, opened all the letters, and from thence learned the opi¬ 
nion, that every one entertained of him. 

20. Alexander haring clofely befieged a fortified place in India, 
the befieged agreed to evacuate the fort on condition that they might be 
permitted to march out with their arms. Which being complied with, 

the 
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the garrifon marched out, and encamped on a hill; where they entrenched 
themfelves, and polled a guard. Upon Alexander’s advancing againft 
them, the Indians urged to him the obligation of the treaty. To which 
the Macedonian replied, “ I gave you leave to quit the fort; but not a 
word was mentioned in the treaty of any further movement. 

21. Pittacus, thegrandfonof Porus, advantageoufly polled him- 
felf in a narrow valley to intercept Alexander in his march. The val¬ 
ley was long, but not more than four furlongs wide: and terminated in 
a very ftrait defile. Adapting his march to the nature of the ground, 
Alexander formed his cavalry into a double phalanx; and ordered them, 
bearing upon their reins, to march in a clofe compaCt body: and, as 
foon as the enemy attacked their right wing, to receive them upon their 
fpears, and give their horfes tire rein j and, when they had cleared the 
pafs, to attack the enemy’s rear. Having thus given his orders, he begun 
his march nearly in the fliape of a gnomon. As foon as thofe, who 
were polled in the left wing, faw the rear of the right on fpeed; fet- 
ting up a fliout, and in the fame manner giving reins to their horfes, 
they attacked the Indians: who afraid of being blocked up in the valley, 
precipitately fled to the narrow pafs, in order to make their efcape; when 
many were cut to pieces by the Macedonians, and many more trampled 
to death by their .own horfe. 

22. In the battle againft Porus Alexander polled part of his cavalry 
in the right wing, and part he left as a body of referve at a fmall dis¬ 
tance on the plain. His left wing confuted of the phalanx and his 
elephants. Porus ordered his elephants to be formed againft him, him- 
felf taking his Ration on an elephant at the head of his left wing. The 
elephants were drawn up within fifty yards of each other; and in thofe 
interftices was polled his infantry. So that his front exhibited the ap¬ 
pearance of a great wall; the elephants looked like fo many towers; 
and the infantry like the parapet between them. Alexander directed his 

T infan- 
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infantry to attack the enemy in front ; while himfelf at the head of his 
fcorfe advanced againft the cavalry. Againft thofe movements Porus ably 
guarded. But the fccalfs could not be kept in their ranks; and, wherc- 
tver they deferred them, the Macedonians in a compact body pouring in 
doted with the enemy, and attacked them both in front and flank. The 
body of referve in the mean time wheeling round, and attacking their, 
rear, completed the defeat. 

23. The Thcfiidians having fecuved thapoft at'Tempe, which Alex¬ 
ander faw it impracticable to force, he cut holes in the rugged ruck of 
OlTa, which ferved as Heps; on which he marched .his army •- and thus 
over the top of OlTa opened himfelf a pallage into Theffaly; while the 
Theii'alians were employed in defending the pafs at Tempe. At this day 
may be feen tlie rock of Oiia cut in the manner of a ladder, which now- 
bears the name of Alexander's ladder. 

24. Is Macedonia and among the Greeks, Alexander’s court of jus¬ 
tice was plain and fimple; but among the barbarians, in order to ftrike 
them with die greater awe, it was moil fplendid and imperial. In Bac- 
tria, Hyrcania, and India when he heard caufes, the apparatus and for¬ 
mality of his court were as follows. The pavilion was large enough to 
contain a hundred tables; and was fupported by fifty pillars of gold :: 
and the canopy was adorned with various gold ornaments. Stationed 
round the pavilion within were, firft, five hundred Perfians, dreifed in 
purple and white veils: and next to thofe an equal number of archers 
in different drefies of yellow, blue, and fcarlet. Before thofe flood rive 
hundred Macedonians, with filver fhields, the talleft men that could be- 
picked out. In the middle of the pavilion was a golden throne, on 
which the monarch fate to hear caufes; attended on either fide by his 
guards. Round the pavilion on the outfide were ranged a number of- 
elephants, and a thoufand Macedonians in the Macedonian habit. Be¬ 
hind thofe were five hundred Sufians in purple dreffes: and the vvhole ; 

was 
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was furroundcd with ten thoufand Perfians, diftinguilhablc for their 
flwpe, and fize, and dreiTed in the Perfian manner, with fcimitars at 
their Tides. Such was the court of Alexander amongft the barbarians. 

25. Alexander, marching through a fandy defcrt, himfelf as well 
as his army were in great diftrefs for water; when one of the fcouts, 
having in die hollow of a rock difeovered a little, brought it to him in his 
helmet. After he had Ihewed it to his army, in order to revive their 
fpirits with the hopes of water being ne3r at hand; without moving it 
to his lips, before them all he poured it out upon the ground. The 
Macedonians immediately fet up a Ihout, and bade him lead on j for 
their king’s example had taught them to conquer thirlt. 

26. Alexander by a forced march endeavoured to gain the Tigris, 
before Darius: when a panic® feifed his rear, and ran through the army. 
The king ordered the trumpets to found the fignal of fafety, the firft 
rank immediately to throw down their arms at their feet, and the next 
to do the fame. This order being obferved through the whole army, 
they were convinced the caufe of their confufiou was a panic; from 

* Thcfe panic fears were fudden confternations that fometimes feifed men without any 
vifible caufe; and were therefore imputed to the operations of datmons, Specially Pan, upon 
men’s fancies. Inftanccs of it occur in more ftratagems of Polyrenus, than this one; and 
there is frequent mention made of it in antient hiftory. We are informed, when Brenr.us, 
the Gallic general, had been defeated by the Greeks, the night following he and the remain¬ 
der of his troops were feifed with fuch terrors and diltracliom; that ignorant of what they 
were doing, they fell to killing 3nd wounding one another, till they were all deftroyed. 
Such another fright gave the Athenians great advantage againft the Perfians: in memory of 
which piece of fervice Miltiadcs crofted a ftatue to the god Pan. T he rcafons why thcfe 
terrors were attributed to Pan are varioufly aflerted. One is the device of Pan mentioned in 
the fecond chapter of Polyamus’s firft book of Stratagems. 

In thcfe terrors, whereof there was either no apparent caufe, or at Ieaft none anfwcrahie 
to the greatnefs of the fudden confternation, it was an ufual method to do fomething directly 
contrary to what the danger would have required, had it been really fuch, as it was vainly 
.imagined. Thus Alexander, in the inftancc before us, ordered his men to difarm themfelvcs. 

T 2 whence 
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whence as foon as they recovered themfelves, they took up their armsi 
and purfued their march. 

27. After Alexander had defeated Darius at the battle of Arbelaei 
Phrafaortes a relation of that monarch in great force polled himfelf at 
the gates of Sufa: which is a narrow pafs between high and fteep 
mountains. This the Macedonians in vain endeavoured to force: the 
barbarians eafdy defended it; annoying the enemy with arrows, flings, 
and Hones. Alexander ordered a retreat, and encamped about thirty 
furlongs diftant. The oracle at Delphos had formerly declared, that 
a Lycian ftranger fhould be his guide againft the Perfians. A herdf- 
man came up to Alexander, in his ruftic drefs, faying, his name was 
Lycius; and informed him, there was a private road, which winded 
round the mountains, covered with wood, and known to no one but 
himfelf: and well known to him, as affording excellent- pafturage. 
Alexander remembered the oracle, and liftened to the herdfman’s in¬ 
formation. He then ordered the whole army to remain in camp, and 
light a number of fires in fuch confpicuous places, as might be beftfeen 
by the Perfians: and gave private orders to Philotas and Hephaeftion, 
as foon as they faw the Macedonians fliew themfelves on the mountains, 
to attack the enemy .below. Himfelf with his guards, one heavy-armed 
troop, and all the Scythian archers, conducted by Lycius, marched 
eighty furlongs through the private road; and halted in the middle of a 
thick wood. About midnight by a circuitous march he gained a poff- 
tion a little above the enemy 5 who were then buried in deep: and 
in the morning founded the charge from the top of the mountains. 
Hephsftion and Philotas immediately marched out of the camp, and 
advanced againft them on the plain: who, thus attacked both above 
and below, were part of them cut to pieces, feme thrown from the 
precipices, and others taken prifoners. 

aS. Alexander haring been obliged in the heat of fummer to 
make 
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make an expeditious retreat, the enemy hanging upon his rear, directed 
his march near a river; when obferving that his men, who were very 
thirfty, looked anxioufly at the water, left by flopping to drink they 
Ihould lofe their ranks, and alfo retard his march, he ordered procla¬ 
mation to be made, “ That no man Ihould touch that river, for its 
waters were fatal.” Fearing the confequences they refrained from 
drinking it, and without intermiffion purfued their march. Which as 
foon as they had performed, and the army was encamped; both Alex¬ 
ander and his officers drank openly of the ftream; and the foldiers, 
laughing at the trick their general had played them, drank freely of 
it too; liberated from every fear either of the enemy, or the water, 

29. When Alexander penetrated into Sogdiana, a country rough 
and rugged and traced with no roads, his march was attended with 
great difficulties. In the middle of it extended a high and craggy rock; 
its tops acceffible only to the birds. Around it was a thick and con¬ 
tinued wood; which rendered the produft of die place ftill more fe- 
cure. There Ariomazes polled himfelf, with a numerous and deter¬ 
mined band of Sogdians. On the part of the rock, where he had for¬ 
tified himfelf, were fine fprings, and plenty of provifion. Alexander 
riding round, and reconnoitring the place, obferved behind the rock a 
Hope particularly well-covered with wood. There he ordered three 
hundred young men, expert in climbing precipices, widiout their arms 
to endeavour to make dieir way through the trees, affifting each other 
by fattening as they went up linall cords to die boughs. And as foon 
as they had reached the top, loofing the white belts they had on, they 
were directed to fix them upon poles, and extend them above the trees; 
that the gleaming girdles brandifhed about might be fecn as well by 
the Macedonians below, as the Barbarians above them. The active 
and intrepid band, as foon as they had with difficulty reached the top, 
at fun-rife according to orders brandilhed their belts: when the Ma¬ 
cedonians 
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cedonians fct up a general fnout. Ariomazes apprehending the v.hcie 
anr.v were in poflelfion of the top of the mountain, and above their 
heads, furrendered himfelf and his rock to Alexander, fuppbng Lis 
power and abilities divine. 

30. The Calthsans, a people of India, Alexander had cnti.Jy 
exterminated; having flain all that were able to bear arms, and levelled 
their city Sangalata with die ground. This act prejudiced him much 
in the opinion of the Indians; who confidered him as a favage, and a 
free-bootcr. In order to remove thefe prejudices, from the next city, he 
reduced in India, he took hoftages; and advancing againlt Psta, a 
large and populous city, before his army he placed the hoftages, old 
men, and boys, and women. As foon as the enemy law their own 
countrymen, and from the condition in which they appeared concluded 
the humanity with which their conqueror had treated diem, they 
opened their gates, and with his hoftages readily received him: and 
this account of his clemency being ftudioufly propagated induced 
other Indian nations voluntarily to fubmit to him. 

31. The country of the Coflaeans Alexander found rough and un¬ 
cultivated, the mountains high and almoft inacceflible, the pofts de¬ 
fended by a numerous and refolute body of men: he had therefore little 
hopes of making himfelf mafter of it. At that time he received infor¬ 
mation of the death of Hephteftion, who died at Babylon : in confe- 
quence of which he ordered a general mourning; and put the army in 
motion, in order to celebrate his funeral. The Cofliean fcouts feeing 
that, and fuppofing them going to evacuate the country, reported the 
motions of the Macedonian army; and the Coflseans began to dilband. 
Alexander, having received intelligence of the error, into which his 
movement had betrayed the enemy, detached a body of horfe to fecure 
the pofts on the mountains: then wheeling round he joined the de¬ 
tachment of cavalry, and compleated the conqueft of the country. This 

cir- 
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circumftance, it was faid, arifing from Hephxftion’s death, confoled 
Alexander for the lofs of his friend. 

32. In the palace of the Perfian monarch Alexander read a bill of 
fare for the king’s dinner and fupper, that was engraven on a column 
of brafs: on which were alfo-other regulations,, which Cyrus had di— 
reeled. It run thus. 

“ Of fine wheat flour four hundred artabs (a Median attab'a is an; 
Attic bufhel), of fecond flour three hundred artabs, and of third flour 
the fame ; in the whole one thoufand artabs of wheat flour for fupper. 
Of the fineft barley flour two hundred artabs, of the fecond four hun¬ 
dred, and four hundred of the third: in all one thoufand artabs of bar¬ 
ley flour. Of oatmeal two hundred artabs. Of pafte mixed for paftry 
of different kinds ten artabs. Of crefles chopped fmall, and fifted, and 
formed into a kind of ptifan, ten artabs. Of muftard-feed the third of- 
an artaba. Male fheep four hundred. Oxen a hundred. Horfes thirty. 
Fat geefe four hundred. Three hundred turtles. Small birds of differ¬ 
ent kinds fix hundred. Lambs three hundred. Goflings a hundred. 
Thirty head of deer. Of new milk ten marifes (a mans contains ten 
attic choas). Of milk whey fweetened ten marifes. Of garlick a talent’s 
worth. Of ftrong onions half a talent’s worth. Of knot grafs an 
attaba. Of the juice of benzoin two mins. Of cumin an artaba. 
Of benzoin a talent worth. Of rich cider the' fourth of an artaba. 
Of compound juices an artaba. Of cumin pafte the fourth of an artaba. 
Of millet feed three talents worth. Of anife flowers three mins. Of 
coriander feed the third of an artaba, Of melon feed two capifes. Of. 
parfnips ten artabs. Of fweet wine five marifes.’ Of failed gongylis 
five marifes. Of pickled capers five mariles. Of fait ten artabs. Of 
./Ethiopian cumin fix capifes (a capis is an attic chsnix). Of dried- 
anife thirty mins. Of parfley feed four capifes. Oil of Sifamin ten 
marifes. Cream five marifes. Oil of cinnamon five marifes. Oil of 


acan- 
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acanthus five marifes. Oil of fweet almonds three marifes. Of 
dried fweet almonds three artabs. Of wine five hundred marifes. 
(And if he fupped at Babylon or Sufa, one half was palm wine, and 
the other half wine exprefied from grapes). Two hundred load of dry 
wood, and one hundred load of green. Of fluid honey a hundred fquare 
palatine, containing the weight of about ten mins. When he was 
in Media, there were added—of bafiard fafrron feed three artabs : of 
fafiron two mins. This was the appointment for dinner and fupper. 
He alfo expended in largefies five hundred artabte of. fine wheat flour. 
Of fine barley flour a thoufand artabae: and of other kinds of flour a 
thoufand artabae. Of rice five hundred artabae. Of corn five hundred 
marifes. Of com for the horfes twenty thoufand artabae. Of ftraw ten 
thoufand load. Of vetches five thoufand load. Of oil of Sifamin two 
hundred marifes. Of vinegar a hundred marifes. Of creffes chopped 
fmall thirty artaba:. All, that is here enumerated, was diftributed among 
the forces, that attended him. In dinner, and fupper, and in largefies, 
the above was the king’s daily expenditure. 

While the Macedonians read this appointment of the Perfian 
monarch’s table, with admiration of the happinefs of a prince, who 
dilplayed fuch affluence; Alexander ridiculed him, as an unfortunate 
man, who could wantonly involve himfelf in fo many cares; and ordered 
the pillar, on which thefe articles were engraved, to be demolilhed ; 
obferving to his friends, that it was no advantage to a king to live in 
lb luxurious a manner; for cowardice and daftardy were the certain 
confequences of luxury and diffipation. Accordingly, added he, you 
have experienced that thofe, who have been ufed to fuch revels, never 
knew how to face danger in the field. 
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CHAP. IV. 

ANT I PATER. 

ANTIPATER, in the Thracian war, having advanced into the 
country of the Tetrachorit®, ordered fire to be fet to die horfes’ hay, 
which lay before his pavilion. And as foon as it flamed out, the 
trumpets founded the charge; when the Macedonians repaired to the 
royal pavilion, with their fpeai's all railed on high. The Tetrachoritse, 
ftruck with terror at fuch marks of frantic defperation, made a preci¬ 
pitate retreat; leaving to Antipater a cheap and eafy viflory. 

2. When Antipater attempted to crofs the Sperchius, and found 
the Theflalian cavalry drawn up on the other fide, ready to difpute his 
paflage; he retreated to his camp: and ordered the Macedonians to reft on 
their arms, and not to unbridle their horfes. The Theflalians, left 
without an enemy, direfted their horfes with all fpeed to Lamia, to 
dine at their own houfes. Antipater in the mean time by an expe¬ 
ditious march advanced to the river, eroded it without oppofition, and 
afterwards took Lamia by furprife. 

3. To imprefs the Theflalians with an opinion, that his cavalry 
was very numerous, Antipater advanced with a number of affes and 
mules; which he mounted with men, armed as troopers: but the firft 
line of every troop he formed of his real cavalry. The enemy feeing 
fo formidable an appearance, and fuppoling not only the front lines, 
but all the reft, to be cavalry, abandoned themfelves to flight. This 
ftratagem Agefilaus alfo employed againft Airopus in Macedonia; and 
Eumenes againft Antigonus in Afia. 


CHAP. 
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P ARMEN 10. 

PARMENIO, after the battle at Ulus, having been detached by 
Alexander to Damafcus, to efcort the baggage, fell in with a body of 
heavy-armed troops. Apprehenftve that the Barbarians, who had the 
care of the baggage, might, during the action, through fear defert their 
charge, and run away, he difpatched three troops of horfe to them; 
with injunctions to proclaim, that whoever of them did not hold his 
horfes with his own hands, fliould be put to death. This proclamation 
had its effect: the Barbarians all held their horfes, and took good care 
of the baggage. 


CHAP. VI. 

A N T I G 0 N U S. 

ANTIGONUS made himfelf malter of Corinth by the following 
ftratagem. While Alexander was in pcffeffion of the fort, he died: 
and left Nicxa a widow, who was then not very young. Antigonus 
propofed a marriage between her and his fon Demetrius: to which the 
fplendour of royalty eafily obtained her confent. A facrifice was offered, 
and all the previous ceremonies of marriage, according to the Grecian 
mftitution, were performed. A great concourfe of people were af- 
fembled on the occafion: and die guards attended Nicxa, dreffed in 
royal robes, and wantoning in affected ftate to the theatre. But the 
bride had no fooner entered it, than Antigonus, no longer folicitous 
about the nuptial ceremonies, made a rigorous attack upon the fort, 

and 
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and carried it with cafe; while the guards were chiefly employed on the 
feftivity of die royal nuptials. Thus Antigonus poflefl'cd himfelf of 
all Corinth ■. and lb terminated the propofed nuptials. 

2. Antigonus, in treating with an embafly, ufed previoufly to in¬ 
form himfelf from the public records, who were the perfons that com- 
pofed the laft embafly from the fame quarter, the fubjeft of it, and 
every particular relative to it. With all thefe circumftances he, in 
the courfe of converfation, would ufually entertain the ambafladors: 
and by thefe means wormed himfelf into a 'degree of familiarity with 
them; and at the fame time imprefled them with an idea of his ex¬ 
traordinary memory. 

3. At the fiege of Megara, Antigonus brought his elephants into the 
field: among which the Megarenfians, after having daubed their fwine 
with pitch, and fet fire to it, let them loofe. The animals grunting 
and crying under the torture of the fire, fprung forwards as hard as dtey 
could among the elephants: who confufed and frighted broke their ranks, 
and ran different ways. Antigonus ordered the Indians ever after, in 
training up their elephants, to bring up fwine among them: that 
the beafts might thus become accuftomed to the fight of them, and 
to their noife. 

4. Antigonus by a device once faved Antipater from being ftoned 
by the Macedonians. Through the midft of the camp run a rapid river, 
over which was a bridge. On one fide were the Macedonians, on the 
other Antigonus with his own horfe. The foldiers were inftant and 
clamorous for their pay; and threatened Antipater with death, if he 
any longer trifled with them, and did not immediately comply with 
their demands. Unable to make good to them their arrears, and 
alarmed at the danger that threatened his difappointment of them, 
he confulted Antigonus, who advifed him to leave the camp; and 
undertook to favour his elcape. Antigonus accordingly palled the 
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bridge in full armour, and rode directly through the phalanx, there¬ 
by dividing it; and turned firft to one divifion, and then to the 
other, as if he was going to harangue them. The Macedonians 
paid every attention due to his rank and character; and followed him 
with great foliritude to hear what he had to offer. As foon as they 
formed round him, he begun a long harangue in defence of Antipater; 
promifmg, alluring, and urging every confideration to induce them 
to acquiefce; till he fhould be in a fituation that might enable him 
to fatisfy their demands. During this prolix harangue, Antipater 
paITed the bridge with a party of horfe; and efcaped the foldiers’ re- 
fentment. 

5. An tig ox os, when in force fuperiour to the enemy, always en¬ 
gaged coolly; but if inferiour, attacked with all poffible vigour: efteem- 
ing a glorious death preferable to an ignominious life. 

6. While Antigonus wintered in Cappadocia, three thoufand hea¬ 
vy-armed Macedonians revolted from him: and having advantageoufly 
pofted themfelves on the mountains, they ravaged Lycaonia, and Phry¬ 
gia. Antigonus thought it cruel, to put fuch a number of men to death; 
and yet was afraid, left they ihould join the enemy, who were command¬ 
ed by Lacetas. He therefore put in execution the following ftratagcm. 
He difmiffed Leonidas, one of his generals; who immediately went over 
to the revolters, and offered to join them. His offer they readily em¬ 
braced ; and appointed him their general. The firft ftep he took, was 
to prevail on them not to attach themfelves to any party : which eafed 
Antigonus of his apprehenfions. He contrived afterwards to draw them 
from the mountains to a place, where cavalry might aft, of which they 
were deftitute. There Antigonus with a detachment of horfe furprifed 
them, and feifed Holcias and two of the principals in the revolt; who 
threw themfelves upon his mercy, and begged their lives: which he grant¬ 
ed, on condition, that they would without tumult and confufion quit 
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the camp, and return into Macedonia. They accepted the terms: and 
Leonidas was difpatched to conduft them to Macedonia, and deliver them 
at their respective homes. 

7. As Antigonus was in full march after Attalus, Alcetas, and Do- 
cimus, three able generals of the Macedonians; and in hopes of furprifing 
their camp in the ftreights of Pifidia: the elephants gave mouth, and 
apprifed the Macedonians of his approach; for he only in his army ufed 
thofe beads. Alcetas with the heavy-armed troops immediately endea¬ 
voured to gain the fummit of the fteep and craggy mountains. Inftead 
of following him, Antigonus wheeled round the mountain; with 
all poflible expedition directing his march to the quarter where the 
army was encamped: whom he furprifed, and furrounded before 
they had time to form; and thus obtained a viftory without flaughter, 
the enemy furrendering themfelves prifoners of war. 

8 . Antigonus fitted out a fleet of a hundred and thirty fail, the 
command of which he gave to Nicanor: who engaged the fleet of Po- 
lyfperchon, which was commanded by Clitus. The battle was fought 
in the Hellefpont; when Nicanor, whofe inexperience engaged the ene¬ 
my with the fwell of the tide againft him*, loft feventy fliips. The viftory 
became decifive on the part of tlie enemy: when juft at even Antigonus 
reached the fleet. Undaunted at the defeat he had received, he ordered 
the fixty fliips that remained, to be ready to renew the aftion the next 
morning: and on board each of them ported fome of the braveft and 
moft refolute men of his own guards; whom he commanded to threaten 

* When it is confidercd, that fliips of war, though not wholly dellitute of fails, were 
chiefly rowed with oars, and cfpecially in engagements; that they might be more able to tack 
about upon any advantage, and approach the enemy on his weakelt fide: where there was a 
flux of the tide, it may be cafily conceived to have been a matter of great confcqucncc to 
gain it. 
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death to all, who would not bear boldly down upon the enemy. And 
Byzantium, then in alliance with him, being fituated near at' hand, he 
oidcrcd from thence light-armed, and heavy-armed troops, and archers, 
of each a thoufand; whom he polled on the fliore, in order to fupport 
die fleet, by annoying the enemy with javelins and arrows. This was 
all effected in a Angle night. At day break a fhower of javelins and 
arrow s was poured upon the enemy; who juft turning out, andlcarcely 
awake, were defperately wounded before they well knew the quarter from 
whence they’ were attacked. Some cut their cables, and others weighed 
their anchors; while nothing prevailed but noife and confufion. An- 
tigonus ut the fame time ordered the fixty ftiips to bear down upon them: 
when, thus attacked from the fea quarter, and from land, the conquerors 
were obliged to refign their victory to die conquered. 

9. After the naval victory in the Hellefpont, Antigonus ordered 
liis fleet to cruize towards Phoenicia: while the failours were adorned 
with chaplets, and the (hips decorated with the ornaments of the enemy’s 
fleet. And his captains he ordered to fail as near as they could to the 
harbours, and cities, they paffed; that fo the victory might be publiflied 
throughout all Afia. The Phoenician (hips, bound for Rofium, a port 
of Cilicia, and charged with great fums of money from Eumenes, W'ere 
under the cor.duft of Soligenes: and while he was obferving the tides at 
Orthiomagis, the crews of the Phoenician veflels, when they faw the 
victorious fleet iplendic.lv adorned, feifed the treafures they carried, and 
leaped on board the veflels of Antigonus j who thereby became pof- 
felled both of great treafures and an addition of hands. 

10. After an engagement between Antigonus and Eumenes, in 
which the victory was undecided; Eumenes fent a herald to Antigonus, 
to treat with him for mutual confent to bury their (lain. Antigonus 
having been informed, his own lofs exceeded that of the enemy, tc 
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conceal the fact, detained the herald, till his own flain had been all 
burnt. And after they were buried, he difmifled the herald, and ac¬ 
ceded to the propofal. 

15. While Antigonus lay in winter quarters at Gadamertes, a city 
of the Medes, Eumenes blocked him up there: having polled a cordon 
of troops to the extent of a thoufand furlongs. The roads on which 
the troops were polled, lay over the mountains. Below was a level 
plain, that boafted nothing but fulphur mines, and Banking bogs,, 
barren and uninhabited; as affording neither water, nor grafs, nor 
wood, nor plant. Through this plain Antigonus determined to march, 
thereby efcaping the force that was polled on the road; and palling 
through the midlt of the generals, whofe Ration was on either fide of 
the plain. For this purpofe he ordered ten thoufand calks to be got 
ready and filled with water, and provifion for ten days; with barley 
for the horfes, and what fodder they might have occafion for. As foon 
as thefe preparations were made, he in the night began his march 
through the inhofpitable plain; ftrictly forbidding any fires to be 
lighted, left thofe, who were polled at the feet of the mountains, 
fhould obferve them, and by that means dilcover their march. Nor 
indeed would it have been difcovered at all, had his orders been exactly 
complied with. But on a night particularly cold, fome of the foldiers 
lighted fires: the flames of which the enemy obferving, difcovered his 
movement, juft as he had cleared the plain; and falling upon his rear, 
did fome execution there. But that affefts not the ftratagem, which 
was fo happily conceived; that had it been as properly executed, not a 
man would have been loft. 

12, Antigonus, having polled himfelf on the fide of a mountain, 
and obferving Eumenes’s ranks, drawn up on the plain, to be veiy 
weak, ordered fome troops of horfe to wheel round, and fall upon 
his rear: which they did, and brought off a confiderable part of his 
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13. Astigoxbs engaged Eumenes at Gabiae. The foil of the 
plain, on which they fought, was light and fandy: and two great 
armies engaging on it, railed fuch clouds of duft, as prevented both 
armies from difcovering each other's movements. They fought hand 
to hand; when Antigonus, having learned that the baggage of the 
enemy was left at a little diftance behind, with which were their wives, 
and children, miftreffes, (laves, gold, and filter, and whatever of value they, 
who had followed the fortunes of Eumenes, had brought from the army 
of Alexander, detached fome choice troops of horfe to feife the baggage, 
and bring it off to his own camp. They accordingly, while the armies 
were dofely engaged, wheeled round, and, their movement concealed 
by a cloud of duft, executed their orders, and brought off the baggage. 
After the battle was over, it appeared that Antigonus had loft five 
thoufand men, and Eumenes only three hundred. The latter therefore 
retreated to their camp in high fpirits on the decided fuccefs of the 
day. But as foon as they difeovered their baggage was earned off, and 
every thing loft, tint was dear to them; the palm of viftory became 
fnaded with mourning, and every expreffion of grief: with which they 
were fo far tranfported, the more they reflected on their lofs, that 
many of them fent a deputation to Antigonus, with a tendre of their 
fen-ice. Finding the effect that the lofs of their baggage had on 
Eumenes's army, Antigonus followed it up with a proclamation j that 
he would reftore without ranfom to ever)- foldier his property. Num¬ 
bers upon this proclamation immediately revolted to him; not only 
Macedonians, but alfo ten thoufand Perfians under the command of 
Peuceftes. For as foon as he faw the Macedonians incline to Antigonus, 
he followed their example. And in fhort fuch a change of fentiment 
and fortune did this circumftance produce, that his own guards’ 6 

* The row! guards, filled Areyrafpides, from the 
Ch. III. Str. 24 . 


eir diver (hields. See Book IV. 
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delivered up Eumencs a prifoner to Antigonus; who became monarch 
of all Afia. 

14. Having heard that Python, governor of Media, had railed a fo¬ 
reign army to fupport him in a revolt, Antigonus dilfembled his belief of 
it: obferving to thofe who had given him the information, “ I can give no 
credit to this report of Python; for I intended myfelf to furnifh him 
with five thoufand armed Macedonians and Thracians, and a thoufand 
guards.” Python informed of this, and giving full credit to the regard 
Antigonus had exprefled for him, immediately waited on him to receive 
the intended fupplies. When introducing Python to the Macedonians, 
he fignified to them his crime, and ordered him to execution. 

15. The Argyrafpides, that had delivered up to him Eumenes as his 
prifoner, Antigonus liberally rewarded. But to guard againft a fimilar 
act of perfidy in them to hinifelf, he ordered a thoufand of them to 
ferve under Sibyrtius governor of Arabia. Others he difpofed of in gar- 
rifons, in remote and uncultivated countries. And thus he very foon 
got rid of them all. 

16. When Antigonus befieged Rhodes, he committed the conduct 
of the fiege to his fon Demetrius j proclaiming fafety to the Rhodians, 
both as to their perfons and property. And alio to all merchants 
about Syria, Phoenicia, Cilicia, Pamphylia, and even to thofe of Rhodes 
who had concerns on the fea, he gave leave to trade fecurely on any fea, 
provided they never touched at Rhodes. That, thus deprived of all fo¬ 
reign affiftance and fupplies, the city might he the more eafily reduced; 
the auxiliaries Ptolemy had lent them not being able to hold out long 
againft Demetrius. 

17. Antigonus, having taken into pay fome Gallic mercenaries 
under the command of Biderius, at the rate of a gold Macedonic, gave 
up to them, as hoftages in fecurity of payment, fome men and boys of 
rank and family. The enemy, againft whom the Gauls were engaged 
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by Antigonus, brought him to an action : after which the mercenaries 
dsmanded their pay. But when Antigonus directed payment to be made 
to all, that bore arms, according to his agreement; the Gauls demand¬ 
ed pay for all that attended the army, whether they bore arms, or not, 
even women and children : alledging, that the agreement was to every 
Gaul a gold Macedonia The fum to be paid, if only every foldier re¬ 
ceived pay, would amount to thirty talents; but, if paid to all indif- 
criminately, to a hundred. On Antigonus’s refufal to comply with their 
unreafonable demands, they retired to their camp, vowing vengeance 
againft the hoftages. Fearing they might proceed to afts of cruelty, he 
fent a deputation to them; informing them, that rather than they fhould 
be dilTatisfied, he would comply with their demands t and directed them, 
to fend fome they could confide in, to receive the money. Overjoyed at the- 
compliance of Antigonus, and the profpect of fo great riches, fome Gal¬ 
lic chiefs were difpatched to fettle the bufinefs, and receive the money: 
whom, as foon as they arrived at the Macedonian camp, Antigonus 
feifed; and informed the Gauls, they fhould never be given up till he had 
firft received his own holtages. The Gauls found it in vain to contend, 
therefore gave up the Macedonians; and in return received their own 
chiefs, and thirty talents. 

iS. Antigonus, determined to crufli Apollodorus tyrant of the 
Caffandrenfians, inverted Caiiandria: but, after a ten month’s blockade, 
was obliged to raife the ilege. He then applied to the famous pirate 
Aminias; whom he found means to prevail on, to fecond his defigns. 
Aminias accordingly proceeded to cultivate the good opinion of Apollo¬ 
dorus ; undertook to reconcile Antigonus to him, and to compromife the 
difpute between them: as alfo to fupply him with provifions and wine. 
The tyrant, fatisfied with the friendly profeflions of Aminias, and pre¬ 
fuming on the abfence of Antigonus, became lefs ftrict in his difeipline 
and duty on the walls. Aminias in the mean time direfted ladders to 
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be privately conftrudled, as high as the walls : and at an advanced poll, 
not far from them, 'called Bolus, he concealed two thoufand men; 
and with them ten Astolian pirates under the command of Melotas. 
Thefe at day-break, obferving the walls thinly guarded, crept fecretly to 
the parapet between the towel's; and, as foon as they had fixed the lad¬ 
ders, gave die fignal. Aminias with the two thoufand men immediately 
advanced, mounted the ladders, and madethemfelves mailers of the place. 
Antigonus, on notice of his fucccfs, returned to Cafiandria, and difpof- 
fefled the tyrant. 

19. Antigonus, being encamped oppofite to the enemy who were 
commanded by Eumencs, and with an inferiour force, while frequent 
embaffies palled between the two camps, diredtcd that, as foon as the 
next embafly arrived, a foldier Ihould abruptly introduce himfelf, pant¬ 
ing, and covered with duft; and inform him, the allies were at hand. 
Antigonus, hearing this, jumped up in an affetted transport of joy, and 
difmilfed the ambailadors. The next day he extended the front of his 
army twice its former length, and advanced beyond the trenches. The 
enemy apprifed by their ambalfadors of the arrival of the allies, and 
obferving the phalanx fo much extended, which they fuppofed had a 
proportionable depth, did not dare to hazard an engagement, but made 
a precipitate retreat. 

20. Antigonus, in order to make himfelf matter of Athens on 
as eafy terms as poffible, concluded a peace with the Athenians in the 
autumn. After which they fowed their corn, and referved for their 
own ufe only as much of their old flock as would ferve them till their 
next crop was reaped. But as foon as the corn was near ripe, Anti- 
gorius made an irruption into Attica. When, having nearly finilhed 
the flock they had in their granaries, and finding themfelves prevented 
from reaping the crop then on the ground, they opened their gates to 
Antigonus, and complied with all his demands. 
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CHAP. VII. 

DEMETRIUS. 

DEMETRIUS, though much diltreffed for money, by new levies 
doubled his army. And when fome of his friends in furprife alked 
him, how he expected to p3y them; difficult as he found it to fup- 
port a fmaller force: the more powerful, replied he, we are, the weaker 
we lball find our enemies j and the more eafily make ourfelves mailers 
of their country. From thence tributes, and free gifts will come in, 
that will foon fill our coffers. 

2. After Demetrius had determined on his European expedition} 
wilhing to conceal from his men the place of their deftination, unlefs 
any crofs accidents during their voyage lhould make it neceffary to dif- 
dofe it, he delivered to every mailer of a veffel a tablet fealed upj with 
inllructions, fo long as the fleet kept together, not to break the feal; 
but in cafe of a feparation, they were directed to open the tablet; and 
there they would find the place they were to endeavour to make. 

3. In purfuar.ee of a plan Demetrius had formed to furprife Sicyon, 
he retired to Cenchres; and there gave himfelf up to luxury and plea- 
fures. This threw the Sicyonians off from their guard, who appre¬ 
hended no danger from a quarter, where nothing feemed to prevail but 
effeminacy and diffipation. Informed of the impreffion his conduft 
had made on them, he iffued his orders for the mercenaries under 
Diodorus on a certain night to attack the gates, that face Pallene; 
and the fleet at the fame time to Ihew themfelves in the haven; while 
he advanced up to the walls with the main body of his army. The 
cite, thus vigoroufly attacked in various quarters at once, yielded to 
the fudden fform, and opened her gates. 
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4. Demetrius, having failed on an expedition to Caria, left 
Diodorus captain of his guards in charge of Epbefus: which he en¬ 
gaged to betray to Lyfimachus for fifty talents. Of this compaft 
Demetrius gained intelligence: when attended by a few fmall vetfels 
he fteered directly to Ephcfus, ordering the reft of the fleet to difem- 
bark at the place of deflination. When he approached Ephefus; in 
one of the fmall veffels with Nicanor he entered the Ephefian haven: 
and concealed himfelf in the body of the fhip: while Nicanor fent for 
Diodorus to come on board him, as if to receive fome orders from him 
concerning the dilbanding of a part of his forces. Diodorus, fuppofing 
Nicanor to be alone, in a little wherry immediately attended him. But 
as foon as ever he reached the fliip, Demetrius Springing from the 
place of his concealment, leaped into the boat, and overfet it, with the 
men on board ■, that were all taken up except Diodorus, who was left 
to perifli in the water. Thus was Ephefus fecured in his poffeffion, 
the execution of the plot being timely prevented. 

5. After Demetrius had taken lEgina and Salamis in Attica, he 
fent to the Piraeenfians for aims for a thoufand men; jointly with 
him, to attack the tyrant Lachares. They readily entered into his 
views, and fent the arms: with which he armed his troops, and then 
attacked thofe who had fumiflied him with them'. 

6. Demetrius made himfelf mafter of the Pirasum by the follow¬ 
ing ftratagem. Without employing his whole fleet againft it, he fitted 
out fome galleys, with inftru&ions to conceal themfelves at Sunium-. 
From thofe he felected twenty, and ordered them not to fleer diredfly 
to Athens; but to fhape their courfe with all fpeed, as if bound for 
Salamis. Demetrius Phalereus, the Athenian general, was in the inte- 
reftof Callander: and from the tower obferved thofe (hips; which lie 
fuppofed to be die enemy, and to be fleering to Corinth. But in the 
evening according to their private inftruftions, changing their courfe; 
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they failed directly to the Piraeum, and made themfelves mailers of it. 
As foon as this was known, the whole fleet got under fail, and the 
forces on board took pofieffion of die forts, as the fleet had done of die 
harbour. Liberty was dien ordered to be proclaimed to the Athenians •. 
enamoured of which they gladly received Demetrius as their friend and 
benefactor. 

7. With a hundred and eighty fliips Demetrius failed again A: 
Salamis in Cyprus, which was poffeffed and defended by Menelaus, a 
general of Ptolemy, who lay by with fixty fliips, in conftant expecta¬ 
tion of being joined by Ptolemy himfelf with a hundred and forty fail 
more. Not thinking himfelf able to engage two hundred fliips at 
once, Demetrius directed his courfe round a neck of land above Sala- 
mis; where he concealed himfelf, and debarking his land forces, 
planted an ambufeade. Ftolemy foon after appeared; and, having 
fixed upon an open, level, and convenient part of the ftiore for land¬ 
ing, difembarked his troops. The army of Demetrius immediately at¬ 
tacked them on the firft confufion of landing; and, almoft as foon as 
they engaged, fecured the victory. While Demetrius, unexpectedly 
bearing down upon his fleet, obliged Ptolemy to confult his fafety by 
flight: in which Menelaus, who had failed from Salamis to his affift- 
ance, was forced to attend him. 

8. Corinth being betrayed to Demetrius, he entered it in the night 
at the Coryphrean gate. But apprehenfive left an ambufeade Ihould be 
formed againlt him by fome party in the city, he advanced firft againft 
the Lechaean gate: where the army having fet up a general fhout, and 
drawn the attention of the Corinthians to that quarter; he wheeled round, 
and entered the Coryphsean gate, which was thrown open by the confpi- 
rators. And while the Corinthians were engaged in the defence of a 
different quarter, Demetrius without danger made himfelf mafter of the 
city. 


9. When 
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9. When Demetrius and die Lacedaemonians were encamped againft 
each other, Lycaeum a mountain of Arcadia extending itfelf between 
the two camps: the Macedonians expreffed fome uneafinefs at their fitu- 
ation, unacquainted as they were with die mountain. The north wind 
blowing full againft the enemy, Demetrius refolved to take advantage: 
of itand fetting fire to the gate of his camp advanced to the attack.. 
The fparks and fmoak, carried by a fliarp wind amongft the Lacedaemo¬ 
nians, fo incommoded them; that the Macedonians pufliing forwards 
obtained a compleat and eafy viftory. 

10. The Spartans taking advantage of a narrow pafs, through which 
Demetrius in his retreat was obliged to march, fell upon his rear and 
feverely galled him. In the narrowed: part of the defile he heaped a 
number of carriages together, and fet fire to them : which fo effeftually 
obftructed the enemy’s purfuit, till the carriages were all confumed; that 
Demetrius, in the mean time purfuing his inarch with what expedition, 
he could, made good his retreat. 

11. Demetrius dilpatched a herald to the Boeotians, with a procla¬ 
mation of war. The letter, which announced it, was delivered at Or- 
chomenis to the Boeotian chiefs t and the next day Demetrius encamped 
at Chasronea. The proclamation of war, fo clofely followed by the 
approach of the enemy, awed the Boeotians to terms of fubmiflion. 

12. Having the Lycus to pafs, a very rapid river, not fordable by 
the infantry, and only by fuch of the horfe as were moft able and ftrong, 
Demetrius drew up his cavalry in three lines aorofs the river: by which 
the force of the waves was broken, and the foot by that means enabled 
to crofs it. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

EUMENE S. 

EUMENES, clofcly purfued by the Galatians, and at the fame time 
fo indifpofed in health, as to be carried on a litter, when he found it 
impracticable to efcap: their purfuit, and was near being overtaken, di¬ 
rected thofe that carried his litter, to flop at a hill which he faw near the 
road, and there to place it. The Barbarians, who had clofely purfued 
him, not fuppofing he would have halted, unlefs in dependance of a 
body of troops in referve he might have polled there in ambuflt, gave 
up the purfuit. 

2. Intimation had been given Eumenes, that the Argyrafpides 
were meditating innovations; die principals in which cabal'were Anti¬ 
genes and Teutamatcs: who behaved with rudenefs to him, and fel- 
dom attended his pavilion. Having convened the generals, he told them 
a dream, which had twice occurred; and in which it was threatened, 
that on paying a proper regard to it their common fafety depended. 
The dream was this, “ Alexander the king fate in his pavilion in the 
midlt of the camp, holding his feeptre in his hand, and dillributing 
juftice: when he commanded Ills generals to tranfacl no public bufinefs 
of any kind except in the royal pavilion; which he ordered to be called 
the pavilion of Alexander.” The Macedonians, who adored the me¬ 
mory of Alexander, out of the royal treafures erected a magnificent pa¬ 
vilion ; in which was raifed a golden throne, ornamented with the in- 
fignia of royalty, and on it was placed a crown of gold with the royal 
diadem. Befide the throne were arms, and in the midft of them a feeptre: 
before it a golden table, with frankincenfe on it and perfumes. There 
were alfo filver benches for the generals, that might attend in council 

on 
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on public affairs. Next to Alexander’s pavilion Eumenes pitched 
his own: and the other generals theirs in order. Eumenes, after 
all was compleated, received the generals not in his own, but Alex¬ 
ander’s pavilion: and among the reft Antigencs and Teutamates 
attended, in faft upon Eumenes; in appearance, to do honour to 
Alexander. 

3. Eumenes, when in Perfia he was apprehenfivc of his army by 
bribes and lai gelfes being won over to the interefts of Peuceftes, and 
that there was a defign of placing him on the throne, produced a let¬ 
ter in Syriac charafters, as if written by Orontes a fatrap of Armenia, 
to this purport: Olympias, with a fon of Alexander, hath left Epire, 
and advanced into Macedonia •, of which flie has by force poffefled her- 
fclf, having flain Callander, who had ufurped the throne. The Mace¬ 
donians, hearing this, thought no more of Peuceftes; but with infinite 
joy proclaimed the mother and fon of Alexander his heirs to the throne. 

4. Antigonus having heard, that Eumenes when in Perfia had 
fent his troops into winter quarters, immediately advanced againfthim -: 
who, being informed by Peuceftes of his march, direfted his officers, with 
their children, in the night to take fire with them to the highcft and moft 
expofed places, and there ride about at the diftance of feventy furlongs. 
Then leaving a fpace of about twenty furlongs, he ordered them to fet 
a great quantity of wood on fire ; making the outward fires very large, 
another range of fires lefs, and a third ftill fmaller, in imitation of a 
real camp. Antigonus’s army from this appearance fufpefting that Eu¬ 
menes had embodied his forces, ventured not to attack him; but filed 
off another way, on purpofe to avoid the fuppofed fuperiority of the 

5. W hen Eumenes found he could not by any arguments divert his 
foldiers from their intention of plundering the enemy’s baggage; he con¬ 
trived to fumifli the advcrfary with private intelligence of their defign: 

Y ill 
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in confequence of which he placed a ftronger guard upon it, which 
the foldiers of Eumenes obferving, dropped their intention. 

CHAP. IX. 

SELEUCUS.. 

IN an engagement between Seleucus and Antigonus, the evening put 
an end to the undecided action; and both armies retreated to their re- 
fpective camps, determined to renew the conflict the next day. The foh 
diers of Antigonus in the mean time put off their arms, and entertain,, 
ed themfelves in their tents. But Seleucus ordered his men to fup, and 
fleep in their arms, and lie down in order of battle: that they might 
be ready for action, whenever tire charge was founded. At break of 
day the army of Seleucus rofe; and ready armed, and formed, imme-r 
diately advanced againft Antigonus: whofe troops unarmed, and un¬ 
formed, afforded an eafy victory to the enemy. 

2, Seleucus and Demetrius were encamped againft'each other: 
the former in high fpirits, but the latter diffident of fuccefs. Deme¬ 
trius therefore determined to fall upon the enemy in the night: placing 
his hopes of victory on a vigorous attack. The army readily embraced 
his plan, and were fanguine in their expectations of-furprifing Seleucus. 
At the time appointed they rofe, and armed: when two iEtolian youths, 
of Demetrius’s army, applied to the advanced guard , of Seleucus’s 
camp, and demanded to be immediately introduced to the king. As 
foon as they had informed him of the preparations making in the enemy’s- 
camp for action, Seleucus, fearing left he fhouid be attacked before he 
was in a pofture of defence, ordered the trumpets immediately to found 
the charge. The whole camp was inltantly in an alarm; each ques¬ 
tioning the other about the fuddennefs of the order, and haftily lighting 

his. 
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•bis faggot. Demetrius, when he fare the troops Handing round the 
fires, and heard the trumpets found the charge, fuppofed them ready 
for battle, and therefore declined the intended attack. 

3. Sfleucus, learning that the'foldiers of Demetrius were much dif- 
pirited, felecled a body of picked men from his guards; which with eight 
elephants he pofted in his front, in a narrow pafs, flanking the enemy; 
and, advancing before them, ’threw off his helmet, and called aloud: 

“ How long will ye be fo mad, as to follow the fortunes of a free¬ 
booter, who is almoft familhed; when your merits will find their re¬ 
ward with a king, who reigns in affluence: and you will partake with 
him of a kingdom, not depending on hope, but in aftual pofleflion.” 
Influenced by this harangue, many threw afidc their fvvords and fpears, 
and, clapping their hands, revolted to Selcucus, 

4. When the charge of the tower of Sardis, with the royal trea- 
iures, was by Lyfimachus committed to Theodotus; which, fuch was 
the ftrength of its fortification, Seleucusdefpaired of carrying by fiorm: 
he ordered proclamation to be made, that he would give an hundred 
talents to any one who would kill Theodotus. As the lure of fuch a 
fum might be fuppofed of weight to influence fome or other of the fol- 
diers, Theodotus became fufpicious and afraid of them; and for that 
reafon feldom expofed himfelf in public. The army on the other 
hand refented his fufpicions of them. In this unpleafant fituation, 
one party alarmed by fufpicion, and the other warmed by refentment, 
Theodotus determined to be beforehand with his troops; and therefore 
in the night himfelf opened the gates, introduced Seleucus, and deli¬ 
vered up to him the treafures. 

5. Demetrius had encamped under mount Taurus; when Seleu¬ 
cus, apprehenfive left he fhould fecretly make his efcape into Syria, 
detached Lyfias with a body of Macedonians to fecure the pafs of the 
Amanidian mountains, through which he muft be obliged to march; 

Y 2 and 
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and there to kindle a number of fires,. By this judicious movement 
Demetrius faw his intended rout cut oft, and his efcape precluded. 

6. Seleucus, after an unfuccefsful engagement with the Barba¬ 
rians, fled towards Cilicia: and to conceal himlelf, in thofe circum- 
ftances, even from his own troops, attended only by a few friends, 
he palled for the armour-bearer of AmaCtion, geneial of the royal 
forces, and alfumed his habit. But as foon as a number of horl’e and 
foot, the fhattered remains of his army, had fnewn themfelves j he re¬ 
affirmed his royal robe, difcovered himfelf to his army, and again put. 
himfelf at their head. 


CHAP. X. 

PERDICCAS. 

IN a war between the Illyrians and Macedonians, many of the. 
Macedonians having been taken prifoners, and others acquitted them¬ 
felves very indifferently on dependance of being ranfomed in cafe they 
were taken, Perdiccas directed the deputation, that was fent to treat 
for the ranfom of the prifoners, on their return to declarer that the 
Illyrians would receive no ranfom, but had determined to put the pri¬ 
foners to death. All hopes of ranfom being thus precluded, the Ma¬ 
cedonians in future fought with more refolution.; finding that their, 
only hopes of fafety were placed in victory. 

2. Perdiccas, in his war with the Chalcidenfians, when his 
coffers were very low, ftruck a coin of brafs mixed with tin j with which 
he paid his army. The money, bearing the royal impreffion, the hit¬ 
lers took as currency: and, as it bore no value beyond the king’s do¬ 
minions, he took it of them again in payment for com and the product 
of the country. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XL 

CASSANDER. 

CASSANDER, knowing Nicanor, governor of Munichia, to be 
ill-affected to him, artfully over-reached, and got rid of him. He 
pietended that he was under a neceflity of palling over to Attica: when •• 
juft as he was going to embark, an exprefs, according to his own in- 
ftrudtions, arrived with pretended letters from his friends in Macedonia 
to this effect: that the Macedonians invited him to affiime the throne, 
univerfally diflatisfied as they were with the government of Polylperchon. 
On reading thofe letters, Caffander appeared in high fpirils; and em¬ 
bracing Nicanor, who attended him, he congratulated him as a friend- 
on the participation of his own greatnefs: “ And, now, ‘ fays he,’ 
other bufmefs requires our attention; the fettling of an empire’s 
concerns demands our common cares.” Thus faying, he took him" 
afide to a neighbouring lioufe; as if to confer in private with him 
on bufmefs of importance: when he was immediately feifed by a party 
of guards, who had been previoufly pofted there for that purpofe. 
Caffander then convened an affembly of the people; and gave leave to 
any one, who had any thing to offer againft Nicanor, to urge it. 
And while accufations from different quarters were preferring againft 
him; he fecured Munichia. And Nicanor, who was convicted of. 
many a£ts of injuftice, was fentenced to death. 

2. At the fame time that .Caffander had belieged Salamis, he alfo 
engaged the Athenians by fea, and defeated them. All the Salaminians, 
he had taken in the action with the Athenians, he liberated and fent' 
to Salamis without ranfom: which had that effeft on the people, that, 
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in conilquencc of fucli ;.n act of favour and humanity, they voluntarily 
furrcndered themfelves to Callander. 

3. While Cafiander bclicgal Pydna, a town in Macedonia, in which 
Olympias was fliut up ; Polyfpcrchon difpatched a Hoop with orders to 
land clofe by the town in the night: of which he by letter apprifed Olym- 
-pias, and delircd her to embark on board it. The courier was in¬ 
tercepted, and carried betote Callander; to whom he corifefled his er¬ 
rand. As foon as he had read die letter, he ciofed it and again affixed 
on it Polvfpherchon’s feal; directing the courier to deliver the letter, hut 
not to inform her that he had feen it. The letter was accordingly deli¬ 
vered : and Cafiander took care to intercept the (loop. Olympias, agree¬ 
ably to the purport of the letter, came out of the city in the night, in 
expectation of finding the vefiel at the place appointed: when piqued at 
her difappointment, and thinking herfelf deceived by Polylperchon, file 
furrendered both herfelf and the city to Cafiander. 

4. When- Cafiander returned from IUyrium, at the diltance of a 
day’s march from Epidamnum, he planted in ambufii a body of horfe 
and foot; and after that fet on fire the villages on the moft expofed fitu- 
ations in the extremity' of the territories of Illyris and Atintanis. Sup- 
pofing Cafiander had entirely evacuated the country, the Illyrians ventured 
out of the city, and went abroad to different parts, as their different 
bufinefs required their attention. The ambufeade, then Tallying out, 
took prifoners not lefs than a thoufand men; and, the gates of the city 
being thrown open, Cafiander made himfelf matter of Epidamnum. 
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CHAP. xir. 

LYSIMACHU.S. 

LYSIMACHUS apprehenlive left the Autariatse, who had been plun¬ 
dered of their baggage in an engagement with Demetrius, barbarians 
as they were, and ftripped of their property, fhould meditate a mutiny 
or revolt, fummoned them without the trenches, on pretence of receiv¬ 
ing a donation of corn : and on a fignal given, ordered every man to be 
cut to pieces. Their number amounted to fix hundred. 

2. After Lyfimachus had taken Amphipolis by the treachery of 
Andragathus, he loaded him with prefents, and promifed him ftill greater, 
if he would attend him into Alia. But as foon as they arrived at the. 
ftraits of Thrace, he not only ftripped him of all he pofiefled; but, 
after expofing him to the torture, put him to death. 

3. Lysimachus, conduced Arifton, fon of Autoleon it> his father’s 
kingdom in Paeonia: under pretence that the royal youth might be ac¬ 
knowledged by his fubjedts, and treated with due refpeft. But as foon 
as he had bathed in the royal bath in the river Arilbus, and they had 
fet before him an elegant repaft, according to the cuftom of his country; 
Lyfimachus ordered his guards to arm: upon which, Arifton, inftantly 
mounting his horfe, efcapcd to Sardis; and left Lyfimachus in poflelficn 
of Preonia. 


* A man, civilized to every great and good purpofe of humanity, feels with indignation’ 
the diftin&ion of barbarifm applied to every nation but his own by fucb a monftcr of cruelty • 
and treachery, as Lyfimachus. 
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CHAP. XIII. 

C R A T E R U S. 

THE Tyrians having with advantage attacked the Macedonians, 
while employed on their works, Craterns ordered a retreat. But after 
the Tyrians, who had continued eagerly to purfue them, had confide- 
rably fatigued themfelves ; he gave the fignal to face about, and charge. 
The colour of the action was immediately changed: they who had pur¬ 
sued, now began to fly; and the fugitives became the purfuers. 

CHAP. XIV. 

POLYSPERCHON. 

POLYSPERCHON, to fpirit up his men againft the Peloponnefians, 
who were in pofiefiion of a pafs between the mountains, put on an Ar¬ 
cadian cap, and double veil; and taking a Half in his hand, “Such, 
‘ fays he,’ are the men, againft whom we are now engaged.” Then, throw¬ 
ing his Arcadian drefs af.de, and taking up his own arms, “ and fuch, 
‘ added he,’ my fellow foldiers, are the men, who engage them; men, 
who in great and various battles have won glorious victories.” This 
liiort harangue fo animated his troops, that they unanimoufly requefted 
him to lead them inltantly to the charge. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XV. 

ANTIOCHUS, son of SeleucVs. 

D IN 0 N, a general of Ptolemy, with a llrong garrifon fo ably de¬ 
fended Damafcus againft Antiochus; that he defpaired of carrying it by 
a regular liege, and had therefore recourfe to ftratagem. He dire&ed his 
army, and the whole country round, to celebrate a Perfian feftival with 
the utmoft profufion of luxury: and ordered all perfons of confequence, 
to contribute their (hares to fupply it. While Antiochus, and his army 
were thus engaged, Dinon hearing of the voluptuous celebrity remitted 
a little of his attention to his charge. Of this Antiochus was no fooner 
apprifed, than he ordered his troops to take four days provifton of raw 
flour, and marching them through a defart, by rough and unfrequented 
ways, arrived before Damafcus, when the citizens fuppofed he was re¬ 
velling in his camp; and by a vigorous attack furprifed, and took it. 

CHAP. XVI, 

ANTIOCHUS, son of Antiochus. 

WHEN Antiochus belieged Cypfela a city in Thrace, he had in 
his army many Thracians of good rank and family; who were com¬ 
manded by Tiris and Dromichaetes. To thole he gave gold chains, and 
arms ftudded with filver; ornamented with which they marched out to 
battle, The Cypfelians, feeing their friends and acquaintance fo richly 
equipped, concluded they had taken the bell fide : threw down their arms, 
and revolted to Antiochus; inftead of enemies becoming allies. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XVII. 

ANTIOCHUS HIE RAX. 

ANTIOCHUS, having revolted from his brother Seleucus, made his 
efcape into Mefopotamia: and in his march over the Armenian moun¬ 
tains was joined by Arfabes. The two generals of Seleucus, Achaeus 
and Andromachus, in great force purfued him; and an oblHnate battle 
was fought: in which Antiochus was wounded, and fled to the upper 
parts of the mountain, leaving the main body of the army to encamp 
on the fides of it. He then directed a report of his death to be pro¬ 
pagated, and ordered the army in the night to advance to the heights of 
the mountain. The next day the army of Antiochus fent ambaffadors, 
Philetasrus the Cretan and Dionyfius of Lyfimachia, to demand the 
body of Antiochus in order to bury it; and on condition of receiving 
it, to engage to furrender themfelves prifoners of war. Andromachus 
agreed to the conditions; informed them the body of Antiochus was not 
then found; and propofed to fend an efcort for the prifoners and arms. 
A detachment of four thoufand men was accordingly difpatched, not pre¬ 
pared for action, but as a deputation to receive the prifoners. As foon 
as they advanced to the fides of the mountains, thofe who were polled 
on the heights vigoroufly attacked, and made great havock among them. 
While Antiochus, appearing in his royal robes, prefented himfelf. to 
them, both alive, and viftorious. 



CHAP. 



STRATAGEMS OF WAR. 179 

CHAP. XVIII. 

PHILIP, SON OF Demetrius: 

WHEN Philip befieged Prinaffus, a Rhodian city, in Peraea *: 
he found die walls fo exceedingly ftrong, that he faw no other way to 
fucceed againft it, than by undermining them. But when the pioneers 
begun to dig, they found nothing but a hard rock; which fo blunted 
tiieir tools, that they could make no advance in the undertaking. To 
conceal from the enemy the difficulties he had to encounter, he con¬ 
trived a kind of awning to cover the workmen: notwithftanding all 
which, they plainly perceived the little progrefs he was able to make. 
He therefore direfted the foldiers to bring in the night a quantity of 
earth from eight or ten furlongs diftance, and lay it at the mouth of 
their mine. The garrifon from die walls feeing the quantity of earth, 
thrown up at the mouth of the mine, every day fo greatly increafing, 
■concluded the walls mud be undermined: and thus intimidated fur- 
rendered the city to Philip. He then difeovered to them the ftratagem 
he had pra&ifed; and left them to lament their credulity. 

2. Philip fon of Demetrius, when engaged in a war with Attalus 
and the Rhodians, finding himfelf inferiour to die enemy, confidered 
how to effeft a fecure retreat by fea. He fent an .Egyptian revolter, 
to give intelligence to the enemy, that he was malting preparations for 
■a naval engagement, intending next day to have his fleet ready for 
aftion. And in the night he kindled a number of fires, to induce 
■ them to think the army remained in camp. Attalus, according to this 

* Peraa was a country on that part of the continent, which lies direffly oppolite to 
■Rhodes. 

Z 2 intelligence, 
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intelligence, made preparations alfo on his fide to receive him. And 
to {Lengthen his fleet he drew off the guards that were polled at tire 
place of Philip's intended embarkation: which gave him an opportu¬ 
nity of embarking his army, and he thereby effected his efcape. 

CHAP. XIX. 

PTOLEMY. 

WHEN Perdiccas had marched down to the river Memphis, with 
intention to crofs it; Ptolemy tied his baggage to a number of goats, 
fivine, and oxen, and left the herdfmen with fome of his horfe to drive 
them. The baggage thus dragged along the ground by thofe animals 
raifed a prodigious duftj and exhibited in appearance the march of a 
numerous army. With the reft of his cavalry Ptolemy purfued the 
enemy, and came up with them as they were crofling the river, part 
having already palfed it: who, from the dull, fufpe&ing a numerous 
army in their rear, fome fled, others periflicd in the river, and a great 
number were taken prifoners. 

CHAP. XX. 

A T T A L U S. 

ATTALUS, previous to an engagement with the Gauls, to whom 
he was very inferiour in force, to animate his men againft the fuperiority 
of the enemy, offered a facrifice; Sudinus a Chaldsean prieft perform¬ 
ing the ceremony. Upon his hand, in the black juice of the oak apple, 
the king infcribed, “ The king’s victory,” in inverted letters, not from 
the left to the right, but from the right to the left. And when he em- 
- bowelled. 
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bowelled the viftim, he placed his hand under a warm and fpungy part; 
which took from it theimpreffion. The prieft then turning over the 
reft of the parts, the gall, the lungs, and the ftomach, and obferving 
the omens to be drawn from them, turned to the part which contained 
the infcription of the king’s viftory: which exulting with joy he ftiewed 
to all the foldiers. This they eagerly read; and affirming confidence, as 
if Heaven had affined them of victory, unanimously requelted to be im¬ 
mediately led againft the barbarians: whom they charged with extra¬ 
ordinary vigour j and obtained the victory they had been taught to 
expect* 


CHAP. XXI. 


PERSEUS, son of Philip. 

PERSEUS in his wars with the Romans, who made ufe of 
elephants in their army, which they procured partly from Lybia, and 
partly from Antiochus king of Syria, to accuftom his horfes to the 
formidable appearance of thofe animals, directed fome elephants to be 
made in wood; in fize and colour as nearly as poffible refembling the 
real ones. And to imitate the terrible noife the bead fometimes made, 
he ordered a trumpeter to enter his body, and direfting his trumpet 
through his mouth to found the loudeft, harfheft notes he was able. 
And by thishtea'ns the Macedonian horfes were trained to bear the noife 
and fight of the elephants without emotion. 

* A fimilar ftratagem Frontinus has aCcribed to Alexander: and this, which Polyatnus hath 
aferibed to Attalus, Fronlinus has given to Eumcnes. 
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BOOK V. 

THE PREFATORY ADDRESS. 

T HIS Fifth Book of Stratagems I offer to your moil facred majefties, 
Antoninus and Veras. Nor do I myfelf affume fo much praife in com- 
pofing this work, as I attribute to you in the diligent attention you 
have been pleafed to employ upon it: confidering the high dignity 
with which you are inveftedj and the critical time, when you are fo 
particularly engaged both in concerns of peace and war. But indeed 
generals cannot form themfelves to viitory by furer means, than by 
ftudying the arts by which antient generals obtained it. To princes 
engaged in war treatifes on warlike operations cannot be ufelefs. Elo¬ 
quence is learned by ftudying the works of celebrated orators -. and, by 
obferving the conduit of illuftrious generals, chieftains are taught, in 
various fimilar inftances that may occur, to form their own. And fo far 
thefe ftratagems I trull may be of fervice; as they will place before your 
eyes the bell models of imitation in the field of military fame. 


CHAP. I. 

P H A L A R I S. 

THE people of Agrigentum having determined to build a temple 
to Jupiter the governor within the caftle, both becaufe the ground there 
was the lirmeft and hardeft, and therefore the molt proper for the 
foundation; and alfo becaufe the fite was the moll elevated, and as 

fuch. 
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fuch propcreft for the temple of the Deity. Phalaris undertook to 
fuperintend the work; and at a fixed fum engaged to finifli it, employ¬ 
ing the ableft workmen, and fupplying the belt materials. The people 
from his occupation, which was that of a publican -, fuppofing him a 
proper perfon for conducting the work, accordingly contracted with 
him for it; and paid into his hands the money. With this he hires a 
number of ftrangers, farms the prifoners, and buys a quantity of 
ftones, timber, and iron. As foon as he had laid the foundation, 
he pretends his materials had been ftolcn; and directs proclamation to 
be made, that whoever would difeover tliofe, who had Itolen the ftones 
and iron from the caftle, Ihould receive a fum of money in reward. 
The people exprefied great indignation at the theft; and gave him the leave 
which he requefted, in future to prevent fuch larcenies, to fortify the 
caftle, and throw a trench round it. He then ftruck off the prifoners’ 
irons, and armed them with battle-axes, hatchets, and ftones; and, 
while the citizens were intent on celebrating the feaft of Ceres, fud- 
denly fell upon them, flew many of the men, made himfelf mafter of 
the perfons of the women and children, and poffefled himfelf of the 
fovereignty of Agrigentum. 

2. Phalaris, having formed a defign to difarm the Agrigentines, 
pretended to entertain them with fome very magnificent games without 
the city. As foon as a great concourfe of the citizens had gone out of 
the city' to attend them, the gates were (hut, and the guards according 
to his orders fearched every houfe, and carried off whatever arms they 
found. 

3. The Agrigentines being engaged in a war with the Sicanians, 
when Phalaris, who lay before their city, found he could not reduce it, 

v Tbs TiXv»a», or publican?, were thefe. that received the fines due for the celebration of 
pub’ick woiihip. They were at Athens ten in number j andcnofencut of the 

be 
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Re entered with them into a treaty of peace. And having in his camp 
a great ftore of corn, he agreed to leave it to them; on condition o£ 
receiving from them an equal quantity after their harveft. With tliofe 
terms the Sicanians readily complied, and received the ftores. Phalaris 
then contrived to bribe the intendants of the granaries, in fome places 
fecretly to unroof them; through which the rain was introduced, and- 
rotted the corn. As foon as the harveft was over, Phalaris according 
to compact received his quantity of new corn: and the old turning 
out rotten, the Sicanians were reduced by diftrefs, after having given 
up to him their fubliftence, to furrender their liberties too. 

4. Phalaris fent an embafly to Teutus, the chief of VelTa, which 
was efteemed one of the molt flouriihing and powerful cities in Sicania, 
to folicit his daughter in marriage. Teutus accordingly gave his con- 
fent; when Phalaris fent a number of foldiers, in chariots, without- 
beards, and in women’s dreffes, as fervants charged with prefents to 
die bride. But as foon as they were introduced into the houfe, they 
drew their fvvords, and fecured all within: and Phalaris, immediately 
after arriving, made himfelf mailer- of VelTa. 


CHAP. II. 

DIONYSIUS. 

THE mercenaries having attacked die houfe of Dionylius, tyrant 
of Sicily, and forced their way into it widi a determination to murder 
him; he came out to them in a mean drefs, and with dull on his head.-, 
and told the foldiers, he gave himfelf up to them, to treat him as they' 
pleafed. His appearance fo altered, and humiliated, changed their re- 
loludons: and.they left him fafe, and uninjured. Thofe very men.- 
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Dionyfius not long after furrounded with his troops in Leontium, and 
cat every one of them to pieces. 

2. Dionysius, fon of Hermocrates, was in the fervice of the Syra - 
cufans, and acted as fecretary to their generals : of whofe conduct in the 
courfe of an unfuccefsful war with the Carthaginians the Syracufans 
complained, and Dionyfius ventured fo faras to accufe them of treachery. 
Some in confequence of his accufation were executed, and others banifh- 
ed-. when pretending that he was in danger from the cabals of tlieir 
partilans, and their refentment for the aftive part he had taken againft 
thofe who had been already convi&ed, the Carthaginian war ftill conti¬ 
nuing, he obtained of the people a guard for his perfon. By means of 
that he poflefled himfelf of the fovereignty of Syracufe, and became the 
greateft tyrant the Syracufans ever knew; and, dying at an advanced age, 
he left the fovereignty to his Ion. 

3. Dionysius always with particular caution adverted toconfpira- 
cies: and having been informed, that a ftranger then in the city had given 
out, that he was poffelTed of an infallible fecret for difcovering con- 
ipiracies and treafon, he ordered him to be fent for. As foon as he came 
to the caftle, he defired all prefent might withdraw: for he would not 
tnakethe fecret common, but was ready to difcover it to Dionyfius alone. 
As foon as the company were withdrawn, “ Only, ‘ faid he,’ profefs as 
1 have .done, that you are poflTeiTed of the fecret I pretend to difcover j 
and no one mil venture to enter into any confjarades againft you.” Di¬ 
onyfius, pleafed with the device, liberally rewarded the man; and told 
tns guards, the man had difeovered to him the moft aftonilhing means 
of detecting confpirators: which fo intimidated them, that they never in 
future ventured to form any defigns againft him. 

4. Dionysius, having engaged in a foreign expedition, committed 
the charge of the caftle and the treafury to Andron: of both which, in 
the absence of Dionyfius, Hermocrates advifed Mm to poflefs himfelf. 

Dio- 
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Dionyfius, who within a few days returned from his expedition, without' 
having heard any thing of any fuch propofition, but ever fufpicious as 
tyranny always is, told Andron he had been informed of a propofal that 
had been made to him to betray his truft; the particulars of which he 
wiflied to hear- from himfelf. Andron gave credit? to what he faid; and 
confelTed every circumftance of the fadt. After wliich Dionyfius ordered 
him to be executed, for not having difeovered the propofal, that had been 
made to him, immediately on his return : and Hermocrates, who had 
married his filter,, he confined in prifon j. but, to oblige her, afterwards • 
banilhed him into Peloponnefus-. 

5. Dionysius, having, gained’Over a party inNaxos to betray the 
city to him, late in the evening attended with feven foldiers advanced 
to .the walls. The confpirators from the towers propofed to him, to at¬ 
tack it with all his force. But he, wilhingto make himfelf mafter of it 
without any lofs, fummoned the garrifon on the walls to furrender: 
threatening, in cafe of their refufal to puteveryman. to the fword. One 
of his Hoops at the fame time by his order entered die port of Naxus, 
with trumpets on board, and boatfwains, who apprifed the Naxians of 
their fituation ; informing them, they all belonged to feparate (hips, which 
they would foon fee in their harbour. The terrour of fo great a naval 
force, and the threats of Dionyfius, prevailed on. the Naxians tafurren* 
der their city, without occafioning him toftrike a-blow. 

6. Hymilcon having blocked upthe harbour of the Motysans, Dio- ■ 
nyfius drew his forces out of . the town, and encamped on the Ihore op- 
pofite to the enemy, who ftretched along the mouth of the harbour. He 
bade his men take courage) and both foldiers and failors exert themfelves, 
in .running the lhips alhore: which to the number of eighty he in one 
day drew out upon a flat muddy piece of land, about twenty furlongs 
wide, that lay under the promontory which formed a fide of the harbour: 
and planted the ground with, wooden piles, Hymilcon, afraid left Di- 

A a 2. onyfiuSj- 
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onylius, having thus fecured his own Ihips, fliould take an opportunity 
of attacking him in rear, and (hutting him up in the harbour, with the 
fil'd fair wind withdrew his fleet: and left Dionyfius in pofleflion of the 
harbour, his (hips in fafety, and the town in peace. 

7 Dioxysibs, being in pofleflion of the tower, held out againft 
the forces of Dion; and fent an embafiy to the Syracufans with pro- 
pofalsof peace: who, as a preliminary to any fuch negotiation, infilled 
on his abdication of the fovereignty : with which if he complied, they 
were ready to treat with him; if not, they were determined upon an 
unremitting war. Dionyfius again difpatched a herald, requiring them 
to fend ambafiadors; into whole hands he would refign the fovereignty, 
and conclude with them a peace. Ambafladors were accordingly fent; 
and the citizens religned themfelves up to intemperate joy on the reco¬ 
very of their liberty: and became lefs attentive to their defence. Dio- 
nylius in the mean time detained the ambafiadors, and drawing out his 
forces advanced againft the walls, which he forced by a vigorous attack, 
recovered the city, and retained pofleflion of the caftle. 

S. The next day Dionyfius fet at liberty the Syracufan ambafiadors, 
that he had detained: who were followed by women, charged with 
letters to Dion and Megades from the filler of the one, and the wife 
of the other, as well as to other Syracufans, whole wives had been con¬ 
fined during the liege. Thefe letters were produced before an afiembly 
of the people, and read i the general puiport of which was, an earneft 
requeft to their hulbands and relations, not to fuffer them to languilh 
in the hands of Dionyfius. The addrefs of one particular letter was, 
“ Hipparion (which was the name of Dion's fon) to his father.” But 
when the fecretary opened the letter, and read it: inftead of a letter 
from a fon to his father, it appeared to be a familiar letter from Dio- 
nyfius to Dion; written in the moll friendly terms, and by great pro- 
mifes foliciting him to his interefts. This letter rendered Dion ever 
afterwards 
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afterwards fufpefted by the Syracufans, and entirely deprived him of his 
confequence in the Rate : the objeft, Dionyfius had moft in view, to ac- 
complifh. 

9. The Carthaginians having invaded the Syracufan territories with 
an army of thirty thoufand men, Dionyfius, who had taken care to 
erect various forts and caftles in different parts, fent ambaffadors to con¬ 
clude a peace with them; on condition of delivering up to them all 
their forts and caftles. The terms were readily accepted by the Cartha¬ 
ginians ; who were very well fatisfied with receiving pofleffion of their 
forts, without the hazard of a battle, and left confiderable garrifons in 
each of them. The main army, materially reduced by thofe detach¬ 
ments, which were difperfed in different parts, Dionyfius afterwards 
attacked with fuccefs, and entirely routed. 

xo. Dionysius, having formed a defign to reduce Himera, en¬ 
tered into an alliance with the Himercnfians. He then made war upon 
fome of the neigbouring cities; and encamped near Himera: whither, 
the people being in alliance with him, he was frequently fending depu¬ 
tations : and his army was for fome time fupplied by the Himerenfians 
with provifions. But fo great an army ftill continuing in their vicinity, 
without attempting any thing of confequence, raifed in the Hymercn- 
fians a fufpicion of fome concealed defigns: and they refufed to fupply 
him in the fame liberal manner they had done before. Dionyfius therefore 
made his ncceffities a pretence of breaking with the Himerenfians; 
advanced with all his forces againft the city, and took it by ftorm. 

11. Dionysius formed a defign to abridge the old foldiers of 
their pay: at which the young ones expreffed their indignation, as an 
aft of extreme cruelty j to ftarve thofe in their old age, who had fpent 
their youth in the fervice of their country. Finding the oppofition his 
defign was likely to meet with, he convened an affembly, and thus ad- 
drefled them. “ The juniors I expea to fuftain the fliock of battle: 

with 



!<jO 


POLY£NU S’ S 


with the ftniors I mean to garrifon my forts: and to both I-intend' 
equal pay. For they, whofe fidelity, has been tried, are the proper 
perfons to be entrufted with the charge of the fortifications: and the 
femce is attended with lefs fatigue,!’ All were pleafed with the regu¬ 
lations; and.departed in.good humour. But.asfoon.as the troops were 
difperfed, and difpofed of in different ftations and garrifons, he ftruck 
off the veterans from their pay, who had now.no longer the body of 
the army to fupport them. 

12. Dionysius, in an expedition-he had undertaken, hada-mind’ 
to try the fidelity of his naval captains. The objeft of his expedition 
he wiihed to keep fecret, and therefore mentioned to none of them; 
giving to every captain a. tablet.fealed up,. but an entire blank within: 
and ordered them, as foon as they: were under fail, on a certain fignal 
given, to open their tablets; and fleer their courfe according to the di¬ 
rections, they Ihould find within. As, foon as they were under fail, 
he- himfelf in a fwift-failing veffel, before the fignal was given, run 
round the fleet, and of every captain demanded- his tablet. Thofe, 
who had broken their feals, he ordered to.be executed for breach of 
orders: to the reft he gave tablets, in which the real name of the city, 
that was the objeft of the expedition, was-written. And by .this means 
the expedition being kept fecret fucceeded;.he attacked Amphipolis, of 
which unprepared to. receive, an enemy, and ungarrifoned, he eafily 
made himfelf mailer. 

r$. To .dilcover the opinion his fubje&s entertained of him, and 
know who were his enemies, Dionyfius ordered the names to be given 
in to him of feveral mufick girls and proftitutes -. who, inftead of receiving 
prefents fromhiro, as-they expe&ed, were by the torture made to con- 
fefs, what were the ientiments they had heard their lovers exprefs of 
the tyranny. Thus having informed himfelf of all, who were averfe to 
his goyernment; fome of them.he executed, and banilhed others. 

.14. After.. 
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14. After Dionyfius had difarmed the citizens; whenever 
he had occafion to take the field againft an enemy, he marched a 
hundred furlongs from the city, and then delivered every man his arms. 
And when the war was terminated, before they entered the city, and 
the gates were thrown open, they were ordered to ground their arms-: 
which were carried away, and depofited in the tower; on pretence of 
being taken care of, and kept in order. 

15. Another ftratagem Dionyfius employed, to difcoverthofe who 
were averfe to his government, was die following. He privately fet 
fail for Italy, and ordered a report to be fpread, that he had been killed 
by his own foldiers. They, who were inimical to die tyranny, joyfully 
ran together; congratulating each odier on the happy event. Who 
thofe were, as foon as he had been informed by his emiffaries; he or¬ 
dered-them to be apprehended, and put to death, 

16. At another time Dionyfius pretended illnefs; and ordered a 
report to be propagated, that he was at the point of death. While 
many were exprefling their joy on the occafion, the tyrant appeared in 
public with his guards; and ordered all to execution, who had been 
exulting at the fatal event. 

17. Dionysius obliged the-Carthaginians to pay fortiieir prifoners 
a veiy high ranfom: but die Grecian prifoners, that were in the fer- 
vice of Carthage, he difcharged without any ranfom at all. This par¬ 
tiality of the tyrant rendered the Greeks fufpected by the Carthaginians; 
who difcharged all the Greek mercenaries from their fervice. This 
rid Dionyfius of fo formidable an enemy as the Greeks. 

18. Dionysius, in the war with the Meflenians, in order to en¬ 
courage a fufpicion that prevailed of his having a party among them in 
his intereft, when he ravaged the country, ordered his men fcrupu- 
loufly to avoid offering any injury to the eltates of particular perfons. 

This 
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This is a ftratagcm I remember to have been pradifed by other gene¬ 
rals. But Dionyfius carried it farther: in pretended fecrefy, he dif- 
patched a foldier into the city, with a talent of gold for the fufpected 
perfons. The Meffenians feifed the meffenger, with the- gold upon 
him; and being informed by him for wnofe ufe the prefent was in¬ 
tended, the perfons fo rendered fufpected were ordered to be tried for 
treafon: who notwithstanding, being men of confequence, had a 
powerful party in their favour, and efcaped the tyrant’s fnare. Fac¬ 
tions however were thus promoted: and by means of them Dionyfius. 
became mafter of Meffena. 

19. His treafury being low, Dionyfius impofed a tax on the people; 
to which, having been frequently charged with it, they did not very 
cheerfully fubmit: and he on the other hand did not think it advife- 
able to compel the payment of it. A few days after, he ordered the ■ 
civil officers to take all the offerings from the temple of Afdepius (and 
there were many both of filver and gold), to carry them to the forum, 
and there expofe them to fale. The Syracufans with great avidity pur- 
chafed them at high prices; and a very confiderable fum of money was 
raifed: of which as foon as Dionyfius had poffeffed himfelf, he paffed., 
an edict, that whoever had facrilegioufly bought any of the offerings 
at the temple of Afdepius, fhould on pain of death immediately re¬ 
place them in the temple, and reftore them to the god. The edict 
was accordingly obeyed: theofferings were reftored to the god: and 
Dionyfius kept the money. 

20. Dionysius having taken a city, part of the inhabitants of 
which had fallen in the fiege, and part he had banilhed, left a fmall 
garrifon in it. But the town being a large one, and not tenable with 
fo few as he had been able to fpare; he married the captive flaves to 
the daughters of their mailers: thereby not only ftrengthening the gar¬ 
rifon;. 
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i ifon; but from the natural abhorrence of each other, that mull fubfift 
between them and their matters, fecuring to himfelf the fidelity of 
the people. 

21. Dionysius, having embarked for Tyrrhenia with a hundred 
vefiels, and tranfports, touched at the temple of Leucotlieas; where he 
received five hundred talents, and then purfued his voyage. But being 
informed that the foldiers and failors had ftolen a thoufand talents of 
gold, and many more of filver; before he difembarked, he ordered pro¬ 
clamation to be made, that every one fliould cany to him half of what 
he had got, and keep the other half himfelf: and in failure of com¬ 
pliance with his orders he threatened immediate death. After lie had 
from each thus exacted a half of the plunder they had acquired, the 
other half he extorted from tliemj and gave them inftead of it a 
month’s fubfiftencc of com. 

22. Many of the Parians embraced the Pythagorean philolbphy; 
and difperfed themfelves in different parts of Italy. And when Diony- 
fius, tyrant of Sicily, fent ambaffadors to the Metapontians and other 
Italian ftates, to propofc conditions of peace; Eucphenus advifed the 
youths, who ftudied under him, and their fathers, to pay no credit to 
the tyrant’s profclfions. Dionyfius being informed of the conduct of 
Euephenus, determined, if he could get the philofopher into his power, 
to tranfport him from Metapontium to Rhegium. It afterward happen¬ 
ed, that he fell into his hands: and Dionyfius direfted a regular prole- 
cution of him for the great injuries he had done him. To the accufations 
urged againft him Eucphenus replied, that he had acted confcientioully and 
juttly. “ Thofe,' fays lie,’ whom I advifed, were my friends and acquaint¬ 
ance : but the tyrant, againft whom I advifed them, I know not even by 
fight.” He was however adjudged to die. Undaunted at his fentence, he ad- 
drefied Dionylius; a id told him, “ He acquiefced in the decree, but had 
a fitter in Pariuni unmarried, whom he wilhed to diipole of before he 

B b died; 
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died: therefore he requefted leave to revifit his country; alluring him, 
he v.'ould in a fhort time return, and meet his fentence.” While every 
bodv laughed at the apparent folly of the man: Dionyfius, ftruck with 
the firmnefs of his demeanour, alked him; who would be bail for his 
return. “ I will find, ‘ replied he,’ a bail; who will anfwer for it with 
his lifeand immediately called Eucritus; who readily engaged,, at the 
riik of his life, to anfwcr for his friend’s appearance. Six months were 
allowed Euephenus for the tranfaction of his bufinefs at Parium : for 
which place lie immediately fet out, while Eucritus in his abfence re¬ 
mained a prifoner at Rhegium. The faft was extraordinary: but the 
conclufion of it ftill more fo. For after the expiration of the fix months, 
Euephenus, having fettled his After, returned to Sicily; furrendered him- 
felf up to his fentence, and aefired his bail might be difeharged. Di- 
or.yfius in admiration of the virtue, they had both difplayed, forgave 
Euephenus, and difeharged Eucritus from confinement. And taking, 
them both by their hands, he requefted them to admit him as a third into, 
their friendfliip; and to continue with him, and partake of his fortunes. 
They acknowledged the tyrant’s kindnefs; but requefted him, if he gave, 
them their life, to permit them to return to their former manner of en¬ 
joying it, and the profecution of their beloved ftudies. By this aft of 
generofity Dionyfius gained over many Italian ftates to his confidence* 

CHAP. III. 

AGATHOCLES. 

AGATHOCLES, having broken the oath fie pledged to his ene¬ 
mies, and (lain his- prifoners, told his friends with a laugh, “ After 
fupper we will call up our oaths.” 

2. ArTER Agathocles had defeated the Leontines, he fent their ge¬ 
neral 
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neral Dinocrates to Leontium; to inform Ills countrymen, that it was 
his intention, in the prefervation of his prifoners, to rival the glory of 
Dionyfius, who after the battle at the river Eleporus preferred the lives 
of all the prifoners he had taken. The Leontincs in confidence of his 
promife fent him magnificent prefents. Agathocles then ordered all die 
prifoners to meet him unarmed. When the general, as directed, bade 
every man, who thought as Agathocles did, hold up his hand. “ My 
thoughts, ‘ faid Agathocles,’ are to flay every man of youthe number 
of whom was ten thoufand. The foldiers, who furrounded them, ac¬ 
cording to the tyrant’s orders immediately cut them to pieces. 

3. Agathocles having received information, that fome of the 
Syracufan chiefs had it in contemplation to attempt innovations, offered 
a folemn facrifice to the gods for a viftoiy he had gained over the Car¬ 
thaginians. And invited to the entertainment, he made 011 the occafion, 
live hundred perfons, whom he fuppofed moft inimical to his govern¬ 
ment. The entertainment was molt fumptuous and magnificent. And' 
after the company had all drank pretty freely, he liimfelf in a fcarlet 
robe in the Tarentine fafliion thrown loofely round him advanced into 
the midlt of them, and fung, and played on the harp, and danced ; while 
mirth and revelry prevailed around. When all were in the height of 
enjoyment, Agathocles withdrew liimfelf, as being tired, and wanting 
to change his drefs. A number of armed men immediately milled in, 
and falling upon the company with their drawn fwords, fuftered not an 
individual to efcape. 

4. When Ophelas, the Cyrenian, with a numerous army was ad¬ 
vancing againfl Agathocles: hearing the Cyrenian was nctorioufiy 
addi&ed to die love of boys, he fent an embaffy to him, and his fen 
Heraclides as a hoftage, a boy of extraordinary beauty: ordering him to 
hold out for a few days againfl: his felicitations. The Cyrenian, charmed 
with the beauty of the boy, conceived a violent paflion for him, and 

B b 2 ftrongly 
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ftrongly foliated him to comply with his defires. Thus engaged, Aga- 
thocles fuddenly attacked, and flew him; and entirely defeated his army. 
His fon alfo he received fafe, and without any injury having been offered 
to liim. 

j. Agathocles having embarked in an expedition againft Car¬ 
thage, to try the refolution of his men before he failed, ordered procla¬ 
mation to be made; that whoever wifhed to be excufed from the expedition, 
might go on fhore, and take with him whatever property he had on board. 
As many as took advantage of the proclamation, he ordered to exe¬ 
cution, as traitors and cowards: and extolling thofe who (laid on board, 
for their courage and attachment to him, he directed his courfe with 
fixty (hips to Libya. And as foon as he had difembarked his troops, 
he fet fire to his fhipping; that his men might fight with the greater 
refolution, when they faw themfelves deprived of every refource which 
the fhips might have afforded them in their flight. By thefe flrata- 
gems Agathocles in various battles defeated the Carthaginians; and made 
himfelf mailer of many cities in Libya. 

6. Agathocles defired the Syracufans to fumlfh him with two 
thoufand men, intending an expedition into Phoenicia j where, he in¬ 
formed them, he was invited by a party in his interefts, who had en¬ 
gaged to put him in pofleffion of the country. The Syracufans gave credit 
to his aflertions; and fent him the fupplies he required: which as foon 
as he had received, he thought no more of his Phoenician expedition; 
but employed his forces againft his allies, and demolifhed the fortifica¬ 
tions of Tauromenia. 

7. Agathocles concluded a peace with Amilcar; who drew off 
his forces, and returned into Libya. When convening an affembly of 
the Syracufans, “ This is the hour, ‘ faid he,’ that I have ever wifhed 
for; when I might fee my fellow citizens in full fruition of their li¬ 
berty.” Having thus faid, he took off his robe and fword, and de¬ 
clared 
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dared himfelf a private man. Struck with fuch an inftance of pa- 
triotifm and moderation, the Syracufans voluntarily committed to him 
the government of the Rate: who in lefs than fix days, having put 
many of die citizens to death, and driven more than five thoufand 
into exile, poflefled himfelf of the fovereignty of Syracufe. 

8. Agathocles having received intelligence, that TiJaichus, 
Anthropinus, and Diodes had formed defigns againft him, fent for 
them; and inverted them with the command of a confiderable force, 
with which he dire&ed them to relieve a city, then in alliance with 
Syracufe, and clofely befieged. “ To-morrow, ' faid lie,’ I will meet 
you at Timoleontium with horfes, arms, and baggage, and forward 
the expedition." They received his commands with rapture; hoping 
to have forces put into their hands, which they meaned to have em¬ 
ployed againft him. The next day, when they met at Timoleontium, 
Agathocles gave the fignal forfeifing them: on which Diodes, Tifar- 
chus, and Anthropinus, with their guards, to the number of two 
hundred, were cut to pieces: and fix hundred others, who attemped to 
affift them, were flain. 


CHAP. IV. 

HIPPARINUS. 

WHILE Hipparinus refided at Leontium; hearing that Syracufe 
was ungarrifoned, a confiderable force having been ordered from it 
under the command of Calippus, he refolved to march a body of troops 
from Leontium and attack it: previoully difpatching fome emifiaries 
to the city, with orders to flay the centinels. Thele orders executed, 
they opened the gates; through which Hipparinus entered with his 
mercenaries, and made himfelf matter of Syracufe. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. V. 

THEOCLE 5 ; 

THE 0 CLE 3 advanced with the Chalcidians from Euboea againft 
Leontium ; of which he made himfelf mailer, by the afliftance of the 
Sicilians, who had before been in poffefiion of it. The Plateaus alfo 
fent thither a colony from Meganc, which they wanted to plant at Le¬ 
ontium under the protection of Theories; who had told them, he was 
under an oath not to dillurb the Sicilians, but that he would open the 
gates to them in the night, and they might then ufe their diferetion in 
regard to them. The gates being accordingly thrown open, the Me- 
garenfians pofieffed themfelves of the forum and the tower; and attacked 
the Sicilians: who, finding themfelves, unarmed and unprepared, un¬ 
equal to make head againft the enemy, abandoned the city, and fled. 
The Megarenfians then undertook to fupply the place of the Sicilians, 
and became allies to the Chalcidians. 

2. After a refidence of about fix months with the Chalcidians, 
Theories by the following ftratagem expelled the Megarenfians from the 
city. He pretended in the courfe of the late war to have made a vow, 
if ever he became mailer of Leontium, to offer facrifices to twelve gods, 
and celebrate them in arms. The Megarenfians, who entertained no 
fufpicions of any hoftile defigns, congratulated him on the occafion; 
and wifhed fuccefs might crown his pious a£ts. The Chalcidians then 
borrowed arms of them; that, while the ceremonies were performing, 
they might make the procefiion. After they had halted in the forum, 
Theories ordered proclamation to be made; that the Megarenfians fhould 
quit the city before fun-fet. They fled to the altars; and implored 
Theories not to expel them from the city, or at leaft not to expel them 
unarmed. 
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unarmed. But after confuting with the Chalcidians, it was determined 
linfafe, to remove from their city fuch a number of enemies, and put 
fvvords in their hands. They were therefore dilYnilTed without arms : 
and, by the permiflion of the Chalcidians, for one feafon only wintered 
at Troilus. 


CHAP. VL 

HIPPOCRATES. 

HIPPOCRATES, having formed a defign to make himfelf mailer 
of the city of the Ergetini, who fervcd as llipendaries in his army, 
in the difpofition of the booty ufed always to allot them the larged 
portion j gave them an advanced pay 3 complimented them on being the 
bed troops in his army; and. tried all means to allure as many of them 
as he could into his. fervice. The honours, the advantages, the repu¬ 
tation they acquired under Hippocrates, induced them in great numbers 
to quit their city, and enlid in his army : whom he received with pecu¬ 
liar marks of favour,, and aflembling all his forces, marched through 
the country of the Laedrygonians 5 poding the Ergetini on the Ihore 
and the red of his army he encamped higher up in the country. The 
Ergetini being thus decoyed into the field, Hippocrates detached a body 
to the evacuated city, with a herald to take po/TeHion of it in his name:, 
and the Geloians, and Camarinseans he ordcrcd.to fall upon the Ergetini,. 
and cut them to pieces. 




CHAP. 
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CHAP. VII. 

DAPHNE US. 

IN an action, where the Syracufans and Italians were engaged againlt 
the Carthaginians, the Syracufans being polled in the right wing, and 
the Italians in the left, Daphnaeus, hearing a loud and confufed noife 
on the left, halted thither: where he found the Italians hard prefled, and 
fcarcely able to maintain their ground. Returning to the right wing, 
he told the Syracufans, they were victorious in the left: and a vigorous 
effort on their fide would render the viftory compl'cat. The Syracufans, 
on confidence of the truth of their general’s aflertion, impetuoufly 
charged the Barbarians, and defeated them. 

CHAP. VIII. 

L E P TIN E S. 

THE Carthaginians, failing by Pachinus, touched there; and 
committed great depredations on the country around it: when Lep- 
tines in the night placed an ambufeade of horfe, with orders to feife an 
opportunity, and fet their temporary camp on fire. As foon as the 
Carthaginians faw their tents and baggage on fire, thither with all ex¬ 
pedition they halted, to fave what property they could; but in their 
attempt were intercepted by the ambufli, who purfued them to their Ihips 
with great (laughter. 

2 . Leptines, failing from Lacedaemon, touched at Tarentilm: 
and there landed with fome of his crew. The Tarentines offered no 
violence to any of the failors, as being Lacedaemonians; but enquired 

for 
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for Leptines, in order to apprehend him. When throwing off his 
robe, taking his utenlils in his hand, and fome wood upon his Ihoulder, 
he got on board his Ihip again; and flipping his anchor, put off 
to fea. His failors fwam to him; whom when he had received on board, 
he direfted his courfe to Syracufe, and joined Dionyfius. 

CHAP. IX. 

ANNON. 

AS Annon paflbd by Sicily, Dionyfius difpatched a confutable 
fleet to intercept him: which having come nearly up with him, Annon 
reefed his fails, and laid to. The enemy, who watched his motions, 
did the lame. Annon then ordered his men as expeditioully as poffible 
to fet their fails: and crowding all the fail he could, got clear of the 
enemy; who were thrown into confufion by this fudden movement, 
not being very expert at naval manoeuvres. 

CHAP. X. 

I M I L C O N. 

IMILCON the Carthaginian, who was well acquainted with the 
propenfity of the Libyans to liquor, in a great number of veffels of 
wine infufed laudanum; and having lodged them in the fuburbs, he 
fkirmifhed a little with the enemy; and then as if overpowered retreated 
into the city. 1 he Libyans, elated at their fuppofed advantage, and at 
having blocked up the Carthaginians in their city, made very free with 
the wine they found; which threw them into a profound lleep, and 
•left them to the diferetion of the enemy. 


2 . Inn 
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2. Imilcon, with the Carthaginian fleet, weighed anchor in the- 
night from Libya on an expedition to Sicily: having furnilhed the 
mailers of the Ihips with fealed tablets, in which he wrote the place of 
their dellination. That fo, in cafe they Ihould be feparated, they 
might know what port to make, without expofmg the fecret of his 
expedition to the information of deferters. And die windows at the 
heads of the Ihips he flopped up; that the enemy might not at a. 
diftance fee his lights, and be thereby apprifed of his invafion. 

3. Imilcon had befieged a town in Libya, to which there were 
two narrow and difficult approaches: and to defend them, the Libyans 
had polled two ftrong garrifons. Imilcon dilpatched a revolter, to ’ 
give them intelligence; that he intended, to raife a mound on one of 
thofe approaches, where he had determined his attack;, and to fink- a 
fofs acrofs the other, to prevent the befieged from Tallying, out, and 
attacking his rear. The Libyans, cbferving the works begun, gave 
credit to the revolter; and collected their whole ftrength againft that 
approach, on which he had begun to erect his works. When Imilcon, 
having previoufly prepared wood for the purpofe, in the night filled the 
fofs he had cut in that approach,, marched his forces over it; and,, 
while the enemy’s whole attention was directed to the other pals, by 
that quarter carried the town. 

4. Having befieged Agrigentum, Imilcon encamped not far 
from the city. From whence feeing the enemy march out in great 
force, he gave private directions to his officers at a given fignal, to 
make a hafty retreat. The Agrigentines prefled clofely on them in 
their flight, and were drawn a.confiderable diftance from their city. 
When Imilcon, with a body of troops having polled himfelf in ambulh, 
fet fire to feme wood, which he had ordered to be placed near the walls 
for the purpofe. The purfuers feeing a great fmoak arife from the 
walls,, and apprehending fome. part of their city to be on fire, quitted 

the 
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the purfuit, and with all expedition returned to the relief of it. While 
ihofe, who had before fled, faced about, and prelied hard upon their 
rear. And as foon as they reached the place, where the ambulh was 
polled, Imilcon with his forces vigoroully attacked them, cut many of 
them to pieces, and the reft were made prilbners. 

5. Imilcon lay encamped near Cronium againft die generals of 
Dionyfius: who, being between him and the town, prevented die Car¬ 
thaginian forces from entering it, though the Cronians would readily 
have admitted them. Imilcon, therefore, informed of the difpofition 
of the people, cut down all the wood he could find, a great quantity 
of which grew near the enemy’s camp; and piled it in front of them. 
Then taken advantage of a wind, that blew direflly againft them, he 
fet it on fire; and while they were involved in a cloud of fmoak, flipped 
by them, and reached the walls: when the Cronians openeddieir gates 
to him, and he entered the city, while the enemy knew nothing of 
his march. 


CHAP. XI. 

G E S C O N. 

AMILCAR, one of the ableft generals the Carthaginians ever had, 
commanded their forces in Lybia: but after a feries of great fuccefles, 
became obnoxious to a faftion, who envied him his reputation; and 
charging him with defigns againft the liberties of the people, procured 
him to be condemned, and executed. And his brother Gefcon was ba- 
nifhed. New generals were then appointed; under whofe conduct the 
Carthaginian arms met with nothing but repeated defeats : till their very 
exiftence became a matter of doubt. In thefe difficulties what could 
they do ? They could not raife Amilcar from the tomb. They therefore 
C c 2 addreffed 
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addrdfed a penitential letter to Gefcon; recalling him from exile, con- 
ftituting him general of their armies, and engaging to deliver up to him 
his own, and his brother’s enemies, to be punifhcd at his difcretion. 
Gefcon, on his return to his country, ordered his enemies to be brought 
before him in chains ; and commanding them to lie down upon their 
bellies on the ground, he thrice put his foot lightly upon their necks; 
and faid, he had by fuch humiliation of them taken fufficient revenge 
for his brother’s death. This done, he difmilTed them; adding, I will 
not return evil for evil, but repay evil with good. This conduct pro¬ 
cured Gefcon a general efteem, and the ready obedience of all parties, 
both of friends, and enemies; as a character equally amiable and great. 
And their public affairs foon took a different turn, his courage conquer¬ 
ing ; and the fweetnefs of his manners engaging the vanquifhed to him. 

C H A P. XII. 

T 1 MOLEON. 

TIMOLEON, having taken the field in Sicily againft the Cartha¬ 
ginians, juft as he was advancing to battle, met a mule loaded with 
parfley. His army was intimidated with the omen: for it was cuftom- 
ary with them, to deck with parfley the monuments of the dead. But 
Timoleon, giving a different turn to the omen, cried out, “ The gods 
have determined to us the victory : for the reward of victory in the 
Ifthmian games is a crown of parfley.” This faying, he put a fprig of 
parfley upon his temples; and his generals did the fame: and the reft 
of the army following their example, ftuck a piece of parfley on their 
temples; and in full confidence of victory advanced to the field. 

2. Timoleon having clofely befieged the tyrant Mamercus, who 
by falfe promifes, and breach of oaths, had deceived, and murdered 
numbers: 
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numbers: he promifed to furrender himfelf to Timoleon, and take his 
trial before the Syracufans; if he would engage not to ftand forward as 
his profecutor. The condition was complied with; and Timoleon 
conducted Mamercus to Syracufe. As foon as he had introduced him 
into the aflembly : “ I will not, ‘ faid he,’ profecute this man; for fo I 
promifed him: but I order him to be immediately executed. For there 
is no law more juft; than that he, who has deceived numbers to their 
ruin, Ihouldoncebe over-reached himfelf.” 

3. Timoleon, according to articles of alliance, having been or¬ 
dered to the affiftance of the Syracufans, climbed a very high mountain; 
from whence he faw the Carthaginian army drawn up, to the number 
of fifty thoufand men, in a bleak fituation, direftly expofed to the 
wind and the enemy. Immediately convening a council, " Now, ‘ faid 
lie,’ is the moment for victory. For there cxifts an oracle, that hath 
decreed defeat to the army, that occupies the exact ltation the Cartha¬ 
ginians have taken. And the period is now at hand, that muft deter¬ 
mine the oracle.” This affurance gave fpirits to the Greeks, who with 
a very inferiour force obtained the victory. 

CHAP. XIII. 

A R I S T 0 N. 

A S Arifton with one fmall veffel convoyed the tranfports, laden 
with corn, an enemy’s Ihip appeared in view, chafed, and came up 
with him, juft as he was going to land. He laid the tranfports as near 
the fliore as he could, and himfelf kept on the outfide of them. So 
that if the enemy attacked the men, who landed the corn, they might 
be galled with darts from the tranfports; and if they attacked the tranf¬ 
ports, 
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-ports, he might lay upon their fides, and hem them in between them 
and his own veffel. 

2. Aristok, the Corinthian admiral, after a naval engagement 
between the Athenians and Syracufans, in which the viftory remained 
undetermined, both fleets keeping the fea, ordered provifions to be got 
ready, and flood for the lhore. After his forces had difembarked, and 
made a hafty meal, he ordered them all on board again. And while 
the Athenians, fuppoling the-enemy in acknowledgment of their defeat 
had borne away, and left them matters of the fea, were exulting in 
their victory, and had landed; one employed on one thing, and one 
on another, in making preparations for their dinner: the Syracufans 
fuddenly attacked them. In the Athenian fleet all was confufion; each 
without his dinner, getting on board his fhip with what expedition he 
could. While the Syracufans, who had thoroughly jefrefhed them- 
ielves, obtained an eafy victory. 

€ H A P. XIV. 

THRASYMEDE. 

THRASYMEDE, fon of Philomelus, being enamoured with the 
.daughter of Pififtratus, as the was walking in a proceflion, ran up to 
her and faluted her. Her brother refen ted the liberty, and reprefented 
it as an affront: when Pififtratus coolly obferved to him; “ If we 
punifh fome for too great an affection to us, what mult we do with 
thofe who avowedly hate us?” The paflion of Thrafymede every day 
increafing, he engaged a party of his friends to aflift him in carrying 
off the fair: which the}’ effected, while fhe was affifting at a religious 
ceremony. Forcing their way through the crowd with drawn fwords, 
fhejfeifed the maid, carried her on board a fhip, and fet fail for 

-Sgina, 
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Aigina. Hippias, her eldeft brotlier, was" at that time fcouring the 
feas of pirates: and fuppofing the veffel from the expedition with which, 
it failed, to be of that defcription, bore down upon it, and took it. 
When Thrafymede, and the reft, were brought before the tyrant, to 
anfwer for their outrage; inftead of fupplicating his pardon, they told 
him witn iirmnefs and refolution, to treat them as he pleafed: alluring 
him, that from the time they refolded on the entcrprile, they had re- 
figned them Selves to death, and deipifed it. Pififtratus was ftruck with 
the dignity of tnind they difeovered; and gave his daughter in marriage 
to Thrafymede. This aft procured him the favour and friendihip of 
all his fubjedb; who no longer confidered him as a tyrant, but as an- 
affeftionate.father, and patriotic citizen.. 

CHAP, xv; 

MEGACLES. 

MEGACLES, the MefFenian, exerted himfelf with extraordinary 
vigour againft Agathocles tyrant of Syracufe, fpirited up many of the 
Sicilians againft him, and fet a price on his head. Irritated at his con- 
duft, Agathocles befieged Meflenae, and fent a herald to demand Mega.- 
cles: declaring, that if he was not given up to him, he would ftorm 
the city; and reduce every inhabitant to llaveiy. Megacles, who defpifed 
death, propofed to his fellow citizens, to appoint him their ambaftador; 
and he would voluntarily furrender himlelf into.the hands of the tyrant. 
The MelTenians did fo; and Megacles, being introduced into the camp 
of Agathocles, thus addrefled him, “ I come in the name of my city, 
an ambaflador from the Meflenians; and the objeft of my embafly is 
to die. But firft convene your friends and give me an ambalTador’s hear¬ 
ing.” An affembly being accordingly fummoned, Megacles was intro¬ 
duced;. 
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duced: and, after pleading die privileges of his country, “ If, ‘ faid he,' 
the Mefienians had engaged in an expedition againft Syracufe, with a 
determination utterly to deftroy it, would not you have done againft the 
Meffenians every thing, I have done againft the Syracufans Agatho- 
cles failed at the queftion: and his friends, that were prefent, inter¬ 
ceded for the ambaffador. Agathocles accordingly fent him Hack unhurt, 
concluded the war, and entered into alliance with the Mefl'enians. 

CHAP. XVI. 

PAM M ENES. 

. WHEN Pammenes marched his army through Phocis to Thebes, 
he found the enemy in pofleflion of a fort called Philobceotus, to which 
there were two narrow approaches: one was defended by a ftrong poft 
which the enemy had fecured; the other was more open. Through the 
latter Pammenes, having contracted the extent of his lines and deepen¬ 
ed his phalanx, ordered his army to file to the right as if with intention 
of forcing his way. The enemy collected all their force to oppofe him ; 
even evacuating the poft they had taken, to defend the other pafs. This 
was what Pammenes wiflied, who immediately detached a body of troops 
to fecure the deferted poft: and through the approach, it commanded, 
ie marched his army without lofs.' 

2 . Pammenes being ftrong in cavalry, but in infantry very infe- 
riour to the enemy, who particularly in heavy-armed troops outnum¬ 
bered him, polled the few heavy-armed troops he had, and fomc cf his 
light infantry, arainlt the ftrongeft quarter of the enemy’s army: and 
ordered them after a faint fkirmifh to fly, and thereby draw the heavy¬ 
armed troops of the enemy from the main body of the army. This 
fucceeding as he wiflted, he advanced at the head of a body of cavalry 

from 
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from the other wing, fell furioufly upon their rear; and the troops, 
that had before fled, facing about, he inclofed the enemy, and either 
took them prifoners, or cut them to pieces. 

3. Pammenes formed a defign to make himfelf matter of the har¬ 
bour of the Sicyonians; which was then under the proteftion of 
Thebes. And, at the fame time he advanced againft the city by land, 
he manned a merchant-man with foldiers: which anchored at the mouth 
of the harbour. Towards the evening fome of them, without 
arms, went on fhore, as merchants, to make purchafes, and fee the 
market. After the evening was fomewhat advanced, and the fliip had 
entered the harbour; Pammenes with a great and confufed noife at¬ 
tacked the city. All run to tire quarter, where the attack was made. 
Even they, who lived on the beach, left it, and fled to the a(Rfi¬ 
ance of their friends in the city. The armed troops in the mean time 
went on fliore; and made themfelves matters of the harbour without 
oppofition. 

4. Pammenes ordered his men to obferve the orders of the trum¬ 
pet, in a manner contrary to their proper fignification. As foon as 
they heard the retreat founded, they were inftru&ed to charge.- and 
when the trumpet founded the charge, they were direfted to retreat. 
And of both thofe devices he availed himfelf with fuccefs. 

5. Pammenes, with a fmall force, beingfurprifed by the enemy, 
who were very fuperiour in number, difpatched a fpy into their 
camp ; who informed himfelf of the word, and returned, and difeo- 
vered it to Pammenes. At midnight he attacked the camp; and, while 
the enemy in the dark could not diftinguifh each other, nor know their 
friends from their foes, who had pofTeffed themfelves of the word, ob¬ 
tained a complete vi&ovy. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XVII. 

HERACLIDES. 

DEMETRIUS, having engaged in an expedition into Lydia, in his 
abfence committed the charge of Athens to Heraclides. The Athe¬ 
nian generals fought to avail themfelves of this opportunity : and for 
that purpofe endeavoured to gain Hierodes, general of the mercenaries, 
to open the gates of the dtadel in the night, and admit the Athenian 
troops; who would murder Heraclides, and make themfelves matters 
of the place. This confpiracy, in which the generals Hipparchus and 
Mnefidamus were principals, was- formed at IliiTus, during the cele¬ 
bration of the letter myfteries.* Hierodes, however, faithful to Hera- 
dides and his truft, informed him of the dark defign: who concerted 
meafures with him for admitting them; opening only a part of the 
gates. In the night four hundred and twenty men were accordingly 
admitted, under the conduct of Mnefidamus, Polydes, Callifthenes, 
Theopompus, Satyrus, Onetorides, Sthenocrates, and Pythion. He¬ 
raclides, having previoufly introduced into the citadel two thoufand 
men, difpatched without noife or confufion the confpirators and their 
forces as faft as they entered. 

2. Heraclides, the Tarentine architeft, engaged with Philip, 
father of Perfeus, with his own hand to deftroy the Rhodian fleet. 
When, leaving the royal palace, he expofed to the people marks of the 
king’s cruel ufage of him, and fled to the altars. The people exprefled 
great compaflion for him; and by favour of them he got into a boat, 
and efcaped to Rhodes. “ To you, ‘ faid he to the Rhodians,’ I fly 

* The lefler ir.yficries were celebrated at a place called Agra near the river IliiTus. 

fer. 
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for refuge from the cruel treatment I have experienced at the hands of 
Philip; only for preventing an unjuft war he meditated againft you. 
And in proof'of the truth of what I fay, here is his letter, addrefled to 
the Cretans: in which he exprefsly declares his intention of making 
war upon the Rhodians.” The letter feemed to place his veracity be¬ 
yond a doubt: the Rhodians therefore received him courteoufly; and 
thought he might be ferviceable to them againft Philip. When, taking 
the advantage of a rough and boifterous night, he fet fire to all their 
docks. Thirteen of them were entirely demolilhed j and all the fliip- 
ping that was in them. As foon as he faw the fire take effeft, he got 
into a boat, and, flipping off, palled over into Macedonia; where he 
afterwards held the firft place in Philip’s friendlhip. 

CHAP. XVIII. 

AGATHOSTRATUS. 

THE Rhodians being engaged in a war with Ptolemy, whofe fleet 
then lay at Ephefus; Chremonides, Ptolemy’s admiral, embarked, and 
put to fea, intending to give the Rhodians battle. Agathoftratus failed 
with the Rhodian fleet as far as Melia: and having (hewn himfelf to the 
enemy, as if declining an aft ion, returned into port. The enemy gave 
a general cheer, at feeing the Rhodians retreat, and returned alfo into 
port. When Agathoftratus with all expedition putting to fea again, in 
a clofe compact line bore down upon them, juft as they were landing at 
the temple of Venus ; and, vigouroufly attacking them thus unprepar¬ 
ed for adtion, obtained a compleat vidtory. 
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CHAP. XIX. 

LYCUS. 

LYCUS a general of Lyfimachus, when Ancetus general of De¬ 
metrius was left in charge of Ephefus, and harboured there a number 
of pirates, who committed great depredations on the neighbouring 
countries, found means to bribe Andron the chief-pirate, to betray 
Ephefus to him. And the confpiracy was thus conduced: the pirate 
introduced into the city a body of Lycus's troops, without arms, in their 
coats and cloaks, and bound as prifoners. As foon as they advanced 
to the citadel, he ordered them to draw their fwords, which they had 
concealed under their arms: and having (lain the centinels and guard, 
they gave the fignal agreed on to Lycus ; who, forcing his way to them 
with the reft of his army, took Anaetus prifoner, and made himfelf mat¬ 
ter of Ephefus. But after paying the pirates, according to his agree¬ 
ment, he expelled them from the city; juftly concluding, he could not 
depend on their fidelity to him, who had been fo very perfidious to their 
former friends. 


CHAP. XX. 

MENECRATES. 

MENECRATES having attacked Salamis in Cyprus, when his men 
twice driven from the walls had fled to the fliips, renewed the attack a 
third rime; and gave orders to the matters of the veflels to weigh an¬ 
chor, and bear away to an adjacent promontory, and behind it to anchor 
and lie concealed. The foldiers, having prepared their engines and lad¬ 
ders 
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ders, again attacked the walls, and were again beaten off: but when they 
could fee nothing of their Ihips, finding no hopes of fafety left them, 
but in victory, they returned to the charge; and, acquiring courage 
from defpair, drove the befieged from the walls, and made themfelvcs 
mafters of the place. 


CHAP. xxr. 

ATHENODORUS. 

ATHENODORUS having been defeated by Phocion at Atarnes,' 
and obliged to retreat, adminiffered an oath to all his officers and foldi- 
ers, to fight as long as they were able to (land: then led them to the 
fame fpot, and renewed the aftion. When the conquered, under the 
reftridtion of the oath, became victorious ; and the victors fled,. 

CHAP. XXII. 

D I O T I M U S. 

DIOTIMUS with ten Ihips was convoying fome tranfports, when 
he was intercepted by the Lacedemonians with a fleet of twenty (hips 
at Chios. Keeping clofe in with his tranlports, he maintained a run¬ 
ning fight; and, feparately attacking the enemy’s Ihips, as they came 
up with him, defeated a fleet of double his force without any lofs, by 
his addrefs and excellent mancEuvres. 

2. When Diotimus with ten Ihips advanced againfl: the Lacede¬ 
monian fleet confifling of the fame number; confcious as they were of 
the Athenians’ fuperiour feamanfliip, he could not bring them to an 
action. He afterwards joined his Ihips, two by two, together, hoift- 

ing 
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ing only the fails of one; and thus put to fea. The Lacedaemonians, 
by the appearance of the fails difceming only five (hips, and fuppofmg 
that the whole ftrength of the enemy, immediately bore down upon 
them. As foon as they had advanced too near to efcape him, Diotimus 
loofed his (hips, and received their fleet with an equal force. And, 
fo fuperiour were the Athenians to the enemy in naval fcience, that he 
funk fix of the enemy, and took the other four. 

3. Diotimus, the Athenian admiral, being ordered upon an ex¬ 
pedition, that required difpatch, privately told the captains in the 
fleet, that he meaned only to take with him thofe veflels that were 
the bed: failers, and could keep up with him. This was given out 
by him, not intending to leave any behind, but in order to make 
them exert themfelves, and by their alacrity and fpeed give vigour to 
the expedition. 

4. IsTENDiNGaninvafionofanenemy’scountry, Diotimus landed 
in the night a fmall party from each (hip, of which he formed an am- 
bufcade. Early in the morning he lay to that part of the (hore, near 
which he had planted the ambufcade; ordered the foldiers on deck, to 
prepare for aftion; and made a feint as if with intention to put fome 
boats, with armed men in them, on (hore. The enemy advanced to 
the place, to difpute their landing. When at a fignal given, the troops 
fallying out from their ambu(h, fell upon their rear, flew many of 
them, and put the reft to flight. Diotimus then landed his army 
without further oppofition. 


S£ 
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CHAP. XXIII. 

TYNNICHUS. 

WHEN Theodofia a city of Pontus was befieged by the neigh¬ 
bouring tyrants, and in danger of being taken; Tynnichus with a ihip 
of burthen, and one man of war, relieved it. Taking with him as 
many foldiers as he could, three trumpets, and fome canoes *, in the 
night he arrived near the town: and in a feparate canoe polled each 
trumpeter; ordering them to advance at proper diftances from each 
other, and found the charge not feparately, but together, and at regu¬ 
lar intervals; fo that it might appear to be the found not of a fingle 
trumpet, but of feveral. The . befiegers apprehending the arrival of a 
fuperiour fleet, quitted their ftation, and thought themfelves fortunate 
in effecting an efcape: leaving Tynnichus, mailer of the port, to throw 
into the town a reinforcement, 

CHAP. XXIV. 

CLITARCHUS. 

CLITARCHUS upon the advance of an enemy, left lie fliould be 
blocked up in the town, marched out his forces; then ordered the gates 
to be locked, and the keys thrown over the walls: which he took, and 
Ihewed to his foldiers; who, finding all hopes of a retreat thus cut off, 
fought bravely, and their courage was crowned with fuccefs. 

* properly fignifies a (mall boat made by (cooping or hollowing one fingle piece of 
timber. And the term, though not reftrifled to boats of that conftruflion, always denotes 
thofe of the finalleft fize;. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXV. 

TIMARCHUS. 

TIMARCHU&, die rEtolian, having landed his forces in a very po¬ 
pulous part of Afia, left his men Ihould be deterred from profecuting 
the enterprife by the great numbers the enemy might bring into the 
field, to preclude all hopes of effecting a fafe retreat, fet fire to his fhips. 
His army, feeing no alternative, but death, or victory, exerted themfelves 
for the latter, and obtained it. 

CHAP. XXVI. 

EUDOCIMUS. 

SOME difputes happening in the camp, which Endocimus in vain 
endeavoured to compofe, and the parties on the point of deciding their 
differences by arms; he ordered intelligencers,* as having juft arrived, 
to fignify the approach of the enemy, and that they had even begun t» 
deftroy the palifades. The news of the enemy’s approach immediately 

* The or fcouts were dilptrfed in different parts without the camp; to watch the 
every particular they could difcover” reflecting their defigns, their varied pofition, or their 

them. The cpjuxrpxu, which I have here tnmllated intelligencers,Were fomewhat different 
from the e«T,i: and theiroff.ee was to convey from the fcouts to the general;, between whom 
they were continually pa Ting and repaffing, what obfervations thofe had made. The 
were not always employed: but only when the urgency of affairs required the continued at- 


compofcd 







STRATAGEMS OF WAR. 217 

compofed the internal commotions : and in the common caufe every one 
flew to his poft. 


CHAP. XXVII. 

PAUSISTRATUS, 

PAUS [STRATUS, the Rhodian admiral, finding a great lofs of arms, 
ordered his men on board, each in his arms. And as foon as they were 
all embarked, he commanded every man to diiarm 5 and certain officers, 
whom he appointed for the purpofe, to take care that no arms were car¬ 
ried on Ihore. 


CHAP. XXVIII. 

THEOGNIS. 

THEOGNIS, to put an end to factions that were forming in the 
army about their Rations in companies and bands, difpatched in the 
night a body of horfe and officers; with orders to poll themfelves in a 
coni'picuous place at fome little diftance, where they might be feen by 
the army, and taken for the enemy. Upon whofe appearance Theognis 
in affciTted hurry and confufion ordered the army immediately to form, 
and the men to fall into their ranks; as if the enemy were a&ually in 
fight and advancing againft them: die apprehenfion of which left them 
no time for contention j but each readily pofted himfelf in his old na¬ 
tion. Theognis then told them, the fuppofed enemy were their friends 
and fellow foldiers. But, added he, in future let us have no more de¬ 
putes about Rations: but each of you maintain the poft, ye have now 
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2 , Apprehensive that fpies had introduced themfelves into the 
camp, Theognis polled guards on the outfide of the trenches, and then 
ordered every man to take his ftation by his own arms. The fpies in 
confequence of this order became very diftinguilhable: being either 
moving off, or having no arms by which to poll themfelves. 

CHAP. XXIX. 

DIOCLES. 

DIOCLES, the Athenian general, when purfuing his march in an 
enemy’s country he could not make his men keep their ranks, or carry 
their arms, W3s continually changing the word. The men from thence 
concluding the enemy were not far oft, took their arms, and preferved 
their ranks. 


CHAP. XXX.. 

CHILI U S. 

CHIL 1 US the Arcadian, when he refided at Lacedsmon, learning 
that the Spartans entertained a defign of fortifying the ifthmus, and 
withdrawing themfelves from the general alliance of the Athenians and 
the other Greeks that were fituated without the peninfula, obferved to 
them; if the Athenians and other Greeks fliould ever be on terms of 
friendfhip with the Perfians, the Barbarians would find a thoufand ways 
into Peloponnefus. The Lacedaemonians felt the force of his obferva- 
tion, thought no more of the ifthmus, but joined the general alliance 
of Greece. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXXI. 

C YPZELUS. 

CYPZELUS, after having delegated the moft eminent of the Bac- 
chiades to confult the oracle at Delphos concerning fome publick affairs, 
that concerned the Corinthians, profcribed their return to Corinth. And 
having thus rid himfelf of the moft powerful family in the Rate, he 
cafily poffelled himfelf of the fovereignty. 

CHAP. XXXII. 

TELESINICUS. 

TELESINICUS the Corinthian engaged the Athenians before the 
harbour of Syracufe. When, the battle having continued great part 
of the day, and both parties being much fatigued, Telefinicus difpatch- 
ed a Hoop to the city, diretting them to bring provifions down to the 
beach. Which done, at a hidden fignal, the battle yet undecided, the 
Corinthian fleet retreated into port. On their quitting the fea, the 
Athenian fleet alfo flood to land; and the men went on fliore, and 
were differently employed in preparing their dinner. Telefinicus in the 
mean time, his men having taken a fhort and liafty repaft, put to fea 
again; and, covering his decks with dartfmen and archers, on a fudden 
attacked the Athenians; who from their different engagements run to 
their refpedtive flops with tumult and confufion : and bearing down 
upon their fterns, before they had time to get about, he obtained an eafy 
and compleat victory. 
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2. Tflesinicbs, obferving that the enemy dined when he did, and 
regulated their motions by his own, directed form, of his belt failing 
veil'd? to take their refrefhm.nt early in the morning: and at the ufual 
time, he gave the lignal for the rell of the fleet to dine. The enemy 
did the fame: when thcfe (hip? that had already dined, attacked them 
unprepared and in diforder; and the reft of the fleet, after a liiort 
repaft, coming up, ty a compleat victory foon put an end to the en¬ 
gagement. 


CHAP. XXXIII. 

• POMPISCUS. 

IT was a general rule with Pompifcus the Arcadian, whenever he 
encamped, to fortify againft the roads leading to his camp both with 
palifades and trenches: and alfo to make new roads behind them. That 
any fcouts, or fpies, who ihould endeavour in the night to enter the 
camp, might fall into the trench ; and, the road being turned, not be 
able to Snd their way back. 

2. Pompjscus, perceiving the enemy from the vicinity of their 
ftation obferved his fignals and orders, privately inftructed his men to 
act direftly contrary to them. 

3. Pom pis c us, having fo formed his camp, as almoft to inclofe 
a city he had inverted, in a Angle quarter purpofely left it open. That 
approach he ordered fhoutd be fafe and free to all, who might have cc- 
cafion to ufe it: and directed his marauding parties to moleft none who 
fhould be found there; whether going to the city, or coming from it. 
The citizens, finding themfelves unmoleftedin that quarter, went into 
the country as their concerns called them, and palled backward? and 

forwards 
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forwards without apprehenficn. When informed by his fronts, that 
great numbers of the inhabitants were abroad; he luddenly attacked, 
and made them prifoners. 

4. Finding he could not carry a town by lform, Pompifcus bribed 
a del’crter to convey intelligence to the enemy, that the Arcadians had 
recalled him ; and that he had it in orders to raife the ficgc. Rejoiced 
at the news, and feeing the army foon after ftrike their tents, and re- 
tie.it, they gave full credit to the information'of the defertcr, and came 
in crowds out of the city to feife whatever they might find worth carry¬ 
ing off in the enemy’s camp. Pompifcus, fuddenly returning, fell upon 
them; and made himfclf mailer both of them, and the town. 

5. In order to capture the enemy’s fcouts, Pompifcus always had 
few roads to his camp; and thofe very open and expoled : and his ma¬ 
rauding parties he ordered to pafs and repafs through bye-ways. The 
fcouts, not venturing through the publick roads, ufed to take the bye- 
ways ; and thus foon feil into the foragers’ hands. 

6. Pompiscus employed as fcouts perlbns, who were ftrangers to 
eacli other; that they might be the lefs likely to form cabals, and give 
in falie reports. He alfo ordered them to have no communication what¬ 
ever with any perfons in the camp; that no one, who might know them, 
Jhould have it in his power to apprife the enemy of their errands.'* 

C II A P. XXXIV. 

N I C O N. 

' NICON, the Samian captain, in order to pafs the enemy’s fleet 
undifeovered, painted his fliip in the fame manner with theirs; and 

* From this ftratagem we learn one particular uls of the : of which fee Chap. 

XXVI. of this book. 

ch unrig 
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chilling out feme of the ableft and moft expert hands he had on board, 
he put them to the oars, and then wore down to them; his crew, as 
foon as they came near enough, faluting by figns thofe of the adverfe 
fleet: who were at firft furprifed; nor, till flie had dropped into the 
rear, and from thence had ftruck into a different courfe, and got out of 
‘.heir reach, .knew that fhe was an enemy. 

C H A P. XXXV. 

X E A R C H U S. 

NEARCHUS the Cretan made himfelf matter of Telmiflus, then 
in the hands of Antipatridas, by the following ftratagem. He failed 
into the harbour: when Antipatridas, who was an old acquaintance of 
his, came out from the fort to him, and afked him if he was on par¬ 
ticular bufinefs; and whether he was in want of any thing. The 
Cretan told him, he had iomemufick girls on board, and fome Haves 
that were in irons, whom he fhould be glad to leave on fhore with him: 
which Antipatridas readily granted. The "women were accordingly 
conducted into the fort; and the Oaves carrying their inftruments and 
baggage attended them. In the flutes were concealed (mail fwords, and 
targets in the bafkets: which, as foon as they had entered the cattle, 
thofe, who had attended them thither, immediately laid hold on; pof- 
Med themfelves of the fort, and made Nearchus matter of Telmifliis. 




CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXXVI. 

DOROTHEUS. 

DOROTHEUS the Leucadian in a Angle ftiip, being purfued by 
two, fleered towards a harbour: and flipping by the mouth of it, fud- 
denly tacked about s and brifkly bearing down on the veflel which was 
firft in the purfuit; and which fuppofing it his intention to enter the 
harbour had crowded all her fail in that direftion, before (lie had 
time to alter her courfe and Hand to him, funk her on the firft attack. 
And the other iliip, feemg the fate of her companion, immediately 
flieered'off. 


CHAP, xxxvir.. 

SOSISTRATUS. 

SOSISTRATUS prevailed on the Syracufons to pafs a general': 
decree for the baniftiment of all thofe, with their families, who had’ 
connexion with Agathocles, or were in any degree inftrumental in 
raifing him to the fdvereignty. They were accordingly conduced out 
of the city by a body of a thoufand men, confifting partly of'horfej.. 
who fell upon them and flew molt of them. Thofe that efcaped So- 
fiftratus afterwards profcribed; and confifcated the property of the 
exiles: which he employed in hiring with it a body of Greeks and 
Barbarians; and, liberating thofe who had been condemned to the 
quarries, he took them alfo into his fervice: thofe became his guards,. 
and by their afliftance he obtained the fovereignty of Syracule. 


CHAP,. 
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CHAP. XXXVIII. 

DIOGNETUS. 

DIOGNETUS the Athenian, having advanced againft a city, In 
the night planted an atnbufcade; and the next day with a naval force 
openly attacked it. The enemy on his approach immediately marched 
out of the city, to difpute his landing: when the ambufcade, defence- 
lefs and open as it was left, ealily took poffeflion of it. The enemy 
confufed and dubious whether to difpute the landing of the invaders, 
or attempt the recover)’ of ihe city, Diognetus took the advantage of 
their perplexity, landed his troops, and defeated the force that ad¬ 
vanced againft him. 


CHAP. XXXIX. 

ARCHEBIUS. 

ARCHEBIUS of Heradea, when the enemy were perpetually har- 
raffing the country with prsedatory incurfions on the coafrs, faftened 
together fome Hilling boats, and lecured them with ropes run through 
their keels: then with a body of troops polled himfelf, near at hand, 
in ambulh. A trumpeter, who was Rationed on a tree, in order to 
obferve the enemy, as foon as he difeovered them fleering towards the 
coaft with a tender and two tranfports, gave notice to the ambufcade: 
who after they had landed, and part were engaged in plundering the 
country, and part in looling the boats, fuddenly fallied out, attacked, 
and cut them to pieces. And the tender and tranfports, which fell 
into his hands, Arehebius conducted into the harbour. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XL. 

ARISTOC RATES. 

ARISTOCRATES, having captured a Lacedemonian (hip, 
manned it with his own crew, and a confiderable military force, and 
fleered to a city in alliance with the Lacedemonians. Thofe, who 
had the charge of the harbour, readily admitted him as a friend and ally: 
when the men were no fooner landed, than they fell upon the inhabitants 
and guards, who were leifurely walking upon the beach; flew ten, 
who endeavoured to make fome reliftance; and carried off twenty-five 
prifoners, for whom Ariftocrates afterwards received a confiderable 
ranfom. 


CHAP. XLI. 

AR 1 STOMACHUS. . . 

ARISTOMACftUS having taken fome fliips of the Cardians, placed 
his own rowers at their oars; ornamented them with the colours and 
ftandards of his own fliips, which he towed after him as in triumph; 
and, the mufick playing, in the evening entered the harbour. The 
Cardians flocked out of the city, to fee their victorious fleet: when 
Ariftomachus’s troops landed, and made a dreadful havock amongft 
them. 


Ff 


CHAP. 



*2 6 . 


POLYfENUS’S 


CHAP. XLII, 

CHARIMENES. 

WHEN Charimenes the Milefian fled to Phafelis, and was clofely 
purfued by fome floops, difpatched after him by Pericles the Lycian; 
he pat to fhore, and, changing his drefs, travelled on foot through the 
dominions of Pericles. 


CHAP. XLIII, 

CALLIADES. 

CALLIADES rnafter of a veflel, being overtaken by a lhip of war 
before he could make port, fo managed his rudder, as to receive upon 
it the oars of the enemy’s firft bench, and thereby break the force of 
their attacks upon his ftem: by which he for fome time kept them off, 
and under cover of the night found means to efcape. 

CHAP. XLIV, 

M EMNO N. 

MEMNQN, having determined on a war with Lcucon tyrant of the 
Bofphorus, in order to acquaint himfelf with his force, and the popu¬ 
lation of the country, difpatched Archibiades in a veffel to Byzantium, 
as his ambaffador to Leucon, to treat with him of an alliance. And 
with him he fent an eminent mufician, an Olynthian, Ariftonicus by 
name, the molt celebrated artift of his day: that whatever towns he 

touched 
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touched at in his pallage, Ariftouicus might publickly entertain them 
With his mufical abilities; and, the inhabitants of courfe crowding to 
the theatres to hear him, the ambaflador might be enabled from the 
number of men he faw there to form fomc eftimate of the population 
of the refpective places. 

2. Memnon, when encamped on a plain before the enemy, to de¬ 
coy them from an advantageous poll: they had taken, retreated to a 
greater diftance from them ; and drew up only a part of his army, to 
induce the enemy to fulpect fome difafter in his camp. And to fuppoit 
liicli fufpicion, he at the fame time difpatchcd a revolter over to them, 
to inform them a mutiny had taken place in his army; and that not 
venturing to truft his troops, he had for fear of an attack from the enemy 
retreated to a greater diftance. His retreat, and die diminilhed appear¬ 
ance of his army, confpircd to confirm the information of the revolter 
they ventured therefore to quit their poft, and offered him battle. When 
the army of Memnon, inftead of being divided by mutinies, in one film 
body marched out, attacked die enemy, and obt&ined a compleat vic¬ 
tory. 

3. Chares having befieged Ariftonymus in Methymna, Memnon 
fent an embaffy to him, defiring him to defift from any further hoftili-- 
ties againft Ariftonymus, who was his father’s friend and ally j and 
whom he Ihould, if he perfifted in die liege, the next night with a 
powerful force, relieve. Chares ridiculed an embaffy of that import: 
fuppofing it impoffible by the next night to tranfport (b far an army 
of the magnitude he pretended. But Memnon, as loon afire had dis¬ 
patched the embaffy, marched his forces five furlongs, and embarked 
twelve hundred men: with orders as foon as ever they were landed at 
the fort, to kindle a fire, and attack the enemy. • Such an unexpected 
attack in the dark, and a fire at the fame time blazing, induced Chares 

F f 2 to 
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to make a precipitate retreat; fuppofing Memnon had with all the 
force pretended pofiefled himfelf of the citadel. 

4. Memnon with a body of five thoufand troops advanced againft 
Magnefia; and, at the diftance of forty furlongs from the city which 
was defended by Parmenio and Attalus with a force of ten thoufand men, 
pitched his camp; and fortified it- This done, he led his forces out: 
but, on the enemy's advance, founded a retreat; and marched back his 
army into the camp. The enemy retreated in the fame manner. Mem¬ 
non again drew up his army, and as foon as the enemy advanced againft 
him, he again retreated. The enemy alfo according to his movements 
regulated their own; advancing to the field when he marched out, and 
retreating when he retreated. At Iaft, after the enemy had retreated 
from the field, put off their arms, and were at dinner, Memnon im¬ 
mediately returned and attacked them. Rifing haftily from their meal, 
fome without arms, others haftily {hatching them up, and all in great 
confufion, before they had time to form their phalanx, he hadfecured 
a victory; many being cut to pieces, and many taken prifoners; and 
thofe, who efcaped, fled for refuge to the city. 

5. When Memnon advanced againft Cyzicum, he put a Macedonian 
cap upon his head, and made all his army do the lame. The Cyziceni- 
an generals, obferving from the walls their appearance, fuppofed it to be 
Chalcus the Macedonian, their friend and ally, marching with a body 
of troops to their afliftance; and had opened their gates ready to receive 
him. They however difcovered their error juft foon enough to correft 
it, and Unit their gates againft him: when Memnon contented himfelf 
with ravaging their country. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XLV. 

PHILOMEDUS. 

WHEN the Phocenfians were attacked by the united forces of Thebes 
and Theffalis; Philomedus engaged, if they would commit the conduit 
of the war to him, to terminate it fuccefsfully. His engagement 
was embraced, and he was enabled to levy a body of mercenaries; which 
inftead of employing againft the common enemy, he bribed them to 
his own interefts, and by their afliftance polfefled himfelf of the fove- 
reignty. 


CHAP. XL VI. 

DEMOCLES. 

DEMOCLES with others having been charged with an embaffy by 
Dionyfius the tyrant, he was accufed by the reft of the ambaffadors, as 
having negleited the tyrant’s interefts: on hearing which, when Diony- 
fius expreffed his refentmentj “ Our quarrels, * faid he,! originated merely 
in this; after fupper they would ling the Paeans of Stefichorus and Pin¬ 
dar, and I your’sat the fame time repeating feme of his verfes. Dio¬ 
nyfius was fo pleafed with his tafte, that he thought no more of his of¬ 
fences. 
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CHAP. XLVII. 

PAN/ETIUS. 

PAX.LTIUS ina war between theLeontines and Megarenfians, con¬ 
cerning the bounds of their refpeclive territories, was appointed general. 
And the firft ufe he made of his authority was to fpirit up the fervants of 
the camp, and the infantry, againlt the purveyors and cavalry, as having 
every advantage in war, while themfelves ftruggled under eveiy hard- 
fhip, that attended it. He then ordered all to difarm themfelves, and 
pile their arms at the gate of the camp; to have an account taken of 
them, and the condition of them examined: and the horfes he directed 
the fervants to take, and feed. Having fix hundred heavy-armed troops, 
fit for an attack and devoted to his interefts; to the commanding offi¬ 
cer of tbefe he gave inltractions to take account of the arms: and then 
withdrew to the trees, where the fervants and horfes were ftationed, as 
if to indulge a little in the fhade s and there he perfuaded the fervants, 
to attack their mailers. Accordingly mounting their horfes, they feifed 
the arms; which were in charge of the heavy-armed troops, that were 
apprifed of his defigns and attached to his interefts: then falling upon 
their mailers naked and unarmed, they cut them to pieces, and with all 
expedition marched directly to the city; of which they took pofleffion, 
and invefted Panstius with the fovereignty. 
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BOOK VI. 

THE PREFATORY ADDRESS. 

TO your moft facred majeftics, Antoninus and Vcrus, this Sixth 
Book of Stratagems I alfo addrefs j iroft ardently hoping hereafter to 
employ myfclf in handing down to pofterity thofe excellent ftratagems 
you have yourfelves pra&ifed; whole wars have been an uniform feries 
of fuccefles. For fuperiour as you are to antient.generafs in power and 
fortune, far more do you excel them in experience and abilities; by 
which you have fo fucccfsfully terminated foreign wars with many 
barbarous nations, and in concert with your father formed plans of 
permanent regulation for the conquered Maurufians, the fubjugated 
Britons, and the humbled Get*. The Perfians and Parthians now 
call down the thunder of your war upon them: Go then, and, under 
the favour of the immortal gods, difplay your wifdom in forming plans, 
and your fortitude in the execution of them. I lhall be happy to 
employ myfelf in a full and accurate relation of thofe exploits; which 
pofterity will receive with admiration. In the mean time thofe at- 
chievements of antient heroes, ere yet I employ myfelf on your’s, to 
thofe I have already offered to you I prepare to add. 
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CHAP. I. 

JASON. 

JASON having formed a defign to attack a city in Theffaly, with¬ 
out communicating his defign to his army, ordered them to be reviewed, 
and to receive their pay. As foon as they came to the ground, in arms; 
and all in good fpirits; mefiengers fuddenly arrived with intelligence, 
that the enemy had invaded their territories, and were juft lb far dif- 
tant, as the city he had it in contemplation to attack. The army, 
equipped for battle, urged him to make no delay, but immediately 
to lead them againft the enemy. He availed himfelf of their requeft, 
marched againft the city; furprifed, and took it: the vidtors and con¬ 
quered being equally ftrangers to his intentions. 

2. Jason the Thefialian, when his men were very importunate 
with him for their pay, and he had it not in his power to difcharge the 
arrears, run haftily into his mother’s apartments; as if toefcapethe 
violence of the foldiers: two or three of them at the fame time rulhing 
in with him. His mother, who was exceedingly rich, compofed all 
differences, and paid the arrears. 

3. After a war, which he had concluded with fuccefs, wanting 
money to pay his troops, Jafon told his mother, that in the courfe of 
the iiar he had received manifeft afiiftance from Caftor and Pollux; 
and had vowed in cafe he fucceeded to celebrate a magnificent facrifice 
in honour of them: to which he had invited his generals, commanders, 
captains, and all who had any rank in the army. On credit of this, 
Ihe fent him cups, ewers, waiters, and the whole fervice of table plate 
that flie had, in gold and filver: of which he was no fooner in poffef- 
fion, than he fold it all; and paid his mercenaries. 


4. Jason 
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4. Jason having taken a city, that was very rich, and replete 
with elegant and valuable commodities, difpatched a meffenger to his 
mother; defiring her to fend all the domeftics flie had about her, that 
were verfed in works of elegance and embroidery, to chufe for her fuch 
articles as they thought mod: magnificent, and bed worthy of her ac¬ 
ceptance. She accordingly ordered upon this errand all, in whofe tadc 
die had mod reliance: whom Jafon retained in cudody, till at a great 
expence fhe purchafed their ranfom. 

5. Jason, with one of his brothers, went to his mother; who 
was amufing herfelf with her domedics in the room, where the needle¬ 
work and embroidery were executed: and pretending to have bufmefs 
®f importance, on.which toconfult her, defiredthe domedics. might 
withdraw. The guards accordingly condu&ed them from the apart¬ 
ment: when after a long converfation, Jafon laughed, and told her, 
if flie expefted her domedics again, fhe mud fend, and ranfom them. 

6. Jason had a brother, whofe name was Merion; a man exceed¬ 
ingly affluent, but veiy tenacious, and not at all difpofed to fupply his 
neceffitous demands. Having a fon born, he invited the Theffalian 
chiefs to an entertainment on the occafion, when a name was to be 
given to the child; and particularly his brother, whom he wiflied to 
take a principal part in the ceremony. And while Merion was thus 
engaged, Jafon pretended to go out a hunting; but indead of that 
went to Pagafe, the villa where his brother redded. And furrounding 
the houfe with a troop of armed men, he bound die dewards, and 
brought away twenty talents of filver. He then returned in great 
fpirits to the entertainment: at which he defired his brother to prefide, 
and alfo begged him to give a name to the child. Merion, at that in- 
dant receiving intelligence that his houfe had been plundered, gave him 
die name of Porthaon, or the plunderer. 

7. Jason accompanied by his brother Polidore, went to take pof- 
G g feffion 



2 3 4 P OLY'iE N ITS'S' 

feffion of a city; and to fell the confifcated property in it. At bathing-, 
time he advifed his brother, in order to give circulation to the blood,. 
to mb his body well, and ufe as he did the ftrigil freely. This as he 
endeayoured to do, Jafon obferved to him, the ring he wore on his 
finger, incommoded him; and advifed him to pull it off, and lay it 
afide till he was drefled. Polidore accordingly gave it to fome one, that 
happened to. Hand near, to hold for him: who according to Jafon’s 
inftru&ions carried it direftly to Eolidorc’s wife; and alked her for 
ten talents o£ gold, producing, in proof of the reality of his commiflion 
for that purpofe, her hufband’s ring. To her it appeared fo; and (he 
immediately gave the meffenger the money: which as foon as he brought ■ 
to Jafon, he gave up the. ftrigil, and told his brother it was time 
todrefs,. 


GH'A R II; 

ALEXANDER the Pher^an;. 

"WHILE Leofthenes lay before Panormum, Alexander not daring - 
to hazard a general aftion with the whole Athenian fleet, fent in the 
night to the garrifon at Acafium; direfting them, in cafe the enemy 
detached any (hips from their ftation, to.let him know it, by lighting 
a torch on their tower; if they detached a. fecond (hip, .they were to 
light another on the Magnelian tower; and if a third, they were to 
light a third fire .on the tower, of Pagafie. Leofthenes, according to 
his wilhes, difpatched a (hip to Samos, another to Thafos, and a third 
»o the Hellefpont. The befieged informed Alexander of it by the fig- 
nals agree on: who immediately attacked the Athenian fleet thus weak¬ 
ened, and defeated them. 

3- Alexander, after the battle of Peparethus, difpatched fome 
veffels 
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veffels immediately to the Piraum, in hopes of furprifing the Atheni¬ 
ans, off from their guard, and in full Security, : .n confequence of their 
recent viftory; with orders to feife all the money they found on the 
tables. The Athenians, fuppofing them friends, never attempted to 
prevent their landing: which as foon-as they had effected, they founded 
the charge, and with drawnSwords immediately fecured pofleflion of the 
money tables. And, while the Athenians fled into the city, to give 
information to the generals of what had paffed at the Piraum; having ■ 
poflefled themfelves of the money, they retreated to their Ihips, 

CHAP. III. 

ATHENOCLES. 

ATHENOCLES, clofely befieged, againft the battering ram and 
ether offenfive machines, contrived to run along the Tides of the fortrefs 
bars of lead ; which broke the violence of the ftroke, and fpoiled the 
enemy’s machines. Againft this device the befiegers advanced another 
machine ; which dillodgcd the mafs of lead in fuch a direction, that 
in its fall it hurt no one who was under it: then, under cover of the 
teftudo, they again advanced to the attack, and (hook the walls. The 
befieged notwithftanding continued vigoroufly to exert themfelves; and 
through brazen pipes poured melted lead from the walls, which dis¬ 
jointed the teftudo: till the enemy contrived, from the works they had 
erefted, in great meafure to countered: the effeft of the lead by dis¬ 
charging upon it a quantity of vinegar; by which that, as well as other 
combuftibles which were thrown from the walls, were Soon extinguilh- 
ed. For nothing is more effectual to the extindion of fire, than vi¬ 
negar : nor can any thing be better fecured againft it, than by being 
rubbed over with vinegar; which the fire no fooner touches, than it is 
G g 2 quenched. 
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quenched. They alfo hung round it fpunges filled with water. And. 
fome againft the melted lead, covered their machines with duft and . 
dirt. 


CHAP. IV. 

PHILOPAsMEN. 

PHILOP.EMEN thought it not the part of good generahhip, al¬ 
ways to lead the phalanx: but ufed to ride through the ranks, and be 
fometimes in the van, foraetimes in the centre, and at other times in 
the rear: by which means he faw ever)' thing, and was always at hand 
to correct whatever in any part of the army he faw amifs. 

2. Philopjemen having been defeated by the Lacedaemonians, and 
purfued to the Eurotas, as foon as he had pafied the river, ordered the 
cavalry to unbridle their horfes, and give them water. Clofe by was 
a thick covert: where the Lacedemonians, from the confidence he dif- 
covered, fuppofing an ambufcade was planted, ventured not to crofs the 
river; but gave up thepurfuit. 

3. Instead of theufe of the target and fliort fpear, Philopaemen 
introduced into the Achaian army the ufe of the long fpear and Ihield 5 
as alfo the helmet, coat of mail, and greaves: and, inftead of fkirmilh- 
ing with javelins, as light-armed troops, he made them ftand clof eand 
firm to the battle. All elegancies in drefs he likewife difcouraged, and 
the luxuries of the table; faying, that military men ought to be above 
every thing, that was not abfolutely necelfary. By thefe arts Philopae- 
men formed his army: nor did any general of his age lead to the field 
braver, or more hardy troops. 


chap; 
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CHAP. V. 

ARATUS. 

ARATUS made himfelf mafter of the Acrocorinthus,* which An¬ 
ti gon us had garrifoned, and left in charge of Perfeus- the philofopher, 
and Archelaus general of the forces, by the following ftratagem, There 
were at Corinth four brothers, Syrians by nation; one of whom was 
Diodes, who belonged to the garrifon, that defended the fortrefs. The 
other three had been concerned in robbing: the royal treafury: and had 
fold the gold to jEfia a money-changer at Sicyon; whom Aratus em¬ 
ployed in money concerns. One of the brothers was frequently at this 
money-changer’s houfe, and a conftant gueft at his entertainments. The 
difeourfe one day turning upon thd Acrocorinthus, he obferved that in 
the precipices, on which it was built, he had difeovered a cleft; through 
which a hollow way obliquely run, extending to the very walls. The 
money-changer told this to Aratus, who ftudied by every means to cul¬ 
tivate Erginus’s acquaintance: to whom he engaged to pay feven talents, 
whenever he Ihould be mafter of the Acrocorinthus. Erginus accept¬ 
ed the propofal, and with his brothers undertook to put him in poifef- 
fion of it. Preparations were accordingly made for the attack. Aratus 
polled his army near, and ordered them to reft on their arms. From 
thence taking with him four hundred picked men, in the night he en¬ 
tered the cleft, and purfued his way till he reached the walls: to which 
he applied the ladders, and inftantly fealed them. As foon as the af- 

* The importance of this fort at that time was fuch, that Polybius aferibes to this exploit 
of Aratus in gaining it the reftoration of liberty to the Corinthians: as it engaged them to 
become 3 part of the Achican government, and to unite in the general confederacy to refill: 
the intrigues and artful policy of Antigonus. See Pol. Book III. Chap. Ill, 
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fault was known within the fortrefs, a defperate aftion commenced : the 
moon fometimes giving a momentary light, then, in palling under a cloud, 
again withdrawing it, and leaving the combatants to engage in the dark. 
Aratus’s troops in the ifiiie prevailed; and, as foon as the day broke, opened 
the gates to the reft of the army. Aratus took Archelaus prifoner, but 
afterwards enlarged him; and gave him leave to pafs over to whatever 
place he pleafed : Theophraltus, who refilled to leave the place, was 
limn : and Perfeus the philofopher, feeing the fort taken, efcaped to 
Cenchris; and from thence made his way to Antigonus. 

C HAP. VI. 

PYRRHUS. 

PYRRHUS, after having been defeated by the Romans, and loft 
his elephants, fent an embafly to Antigonus, to folicit his afliftance: 
which being refufed, he directed the amballadors to declare every where 
the.contraiy; that Antigonus had engaged to aflifthim with .a.power¬ 
ful force. And thus were the Tarentines, all the Sicilians, and fome 
of the Italian ftates, who would otherwife have deferted him, held to¬ 
gether by the hope of Antigonus joining the confederacy. 

2. Pvrrhus, having engaged in an expedition into Peloponnefus, 
received with great benignity all the Spartan embaffies fent by the Ar¬ 
cadians to treat of peace; and promifed them to fend his fons into 
Sparta, to be inftru&ed in the inlfitutes of Lycurgus. While the ambaf- 
fadors in confequence of thefe profeflions, were magnifying the friendly 
.and pacific difpofition of Pyrrhus, he arrived at the head of a power¬ 
ful army in Sparta. And when the Spartans charged him with afting 
fo contrary to his profelfions; he with a fmile replied, it is not your 
.praJtice, when you have determined on a war, to apprife your enemy 
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of it. Therefore complain not of unfair treatment; if againft the Spar¬ 
tans I have praftifed a Spartan ftratagem. 

3. Pyrrhus, before he engaged in a war, always endeavoured to 
bring the enemy to terms, by reprefentmg to them the ill confequen- 
ces that muft follow, by endeavouring to convince them of their own 
intereft, by expofing to them the miferies that muft attend the war, by 
urging every juft and reafonable motive againft it. 

CHAP. VII. ; 

APOLLODORUS. 

APOLLODORUS, the fon of. Caffander, having been charged with 
defigns againft the liberty of the people, appeared in black, his wife 
and daughters habited-in the-fame-manner; and thus attended, furt- 
rendered himfelf to his judges, -todifpofe of him as they-pleafeft: who; 
feeing him fo humiliated, were touched with companion, and acquitted 
Him. Not -.long after Apollodorus putfued Ms fchemes with more fuc- 
cefs; and poffeffed himfelf of the fovereignty. The firft aft of his ty¬ 
ranny was exerted againft the judges, that had acquitted him; whom 
he punifhed with great cruelty t as not having been indebted for his 
life to their humanity, but to his own addrefs.. 

2. Apollodorus, when a private citizen at Caffandria, fo art 5 
fully guarded both liis words and aftions; that he was efteemed the 
greateft patriot, that lived. He ligned the decree for the removal of 
the tyrant Lachares from Caffandria.; becaufe he was the friend'and 
ally of King Antiochus, and. fulpeftcd of- an intention to betray the 
liberties of the people to him. And when Theodotus propofed a guard 
for his perfon; he was himfelf the firft that oppoledit. The Euridii 
ssea, - a feaft in commemoration of the reftoration of liberty to the Caffan* 
drenfiaasj. 
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drcnfians, was alfo of his inftitution. And the foldiers, who refufed to de¬ 
fend the fortrefs againft the people, he procured to be made free of the city, 
and to have fettlements allotted them in Pallene: that they might continue 
there, the guardians of the public liberty. And at all public meetings 
he was continually inveighing againft defpotifm; as of all things that 
could happen to a people moft to be dreaded. By thefe artifices he fo 
effectually deceived the people, that at the very time when he had formed 
a confpiracy for pofTefling himfelf of the fovereignty, he was fuppofed 
to be the moft determined foe to it. Pie had gained to his interefts a 
banditti of flaves and mechanics, whom he privately fummoned to a 
meeting; where he killed a youth, whofe name was Callimeles, and 
had his entrails ferved up; of which they all partook, and drank his 
blood mixed with wine: uniting themfelves in a horrid confederacy by 
thefo favage myfteries. By the afliftance of thefe affociates, he pofleffed 
himfelf of the fovereignty: and became the moft cruel and bloody ty- 
."ant, with which not only Greece, but even Barbaiy was ever curfed. 

CHAP. VIII. 

IGYPTUS. 

fEGYPTUS, having been difpatched by Maufolus to Miletum, to 
allift a party there, who had engaged to betray the city to him, on his 
arrival found the confpiracy was detected; and that he was in danger 
of being apprehended. He however made his efcape to the lliip: but 
feeing a party on die watch to prevent the vcffel from putting to fea, 
he fent a pilot on fliore to enquire for /Egyptus; who defired every one 
he law, to feek him out, and fend him down to the {hip, which was 
ready to fail. . The party, that had been difpatched to prevent the 
veffel from failing, on hearing that fEgyptus was not on board, left 

the 
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the beach, and run different ways about the city in queft of Asgyptus. 
As foon as the pilot returned to the fhip; he flipped his cable, and got 
off to fea. 


CHAP. IX. 

L E U C O N. 

LEUCON, when his treafury was very low, iffued a proclamation 
for a new coinage: and diretted every one to carry in his money; and 
to receive the fame in value ftruck in a new die. A new die was ac¬ 
cordingly ftruck, and every piece of money bore a value double to that 
it poffeffed before. One half he kept for himfelf; and every individual 
received the fame current value he gave in. 

2. Leucon having had intimation of a confpiracy being formed 
againft his government by a ftrong party of the citizens, and among 
them fome of his own friends, affembled the merchants; and borrowed 
of them whatever fums they could advance; upon pretence that, on 
payment of a llipulated fum, the confpirators would be difcovered to 
him. Having readily fupplied him with what he wanted, he took them 
to his palace; told them, that there really was a confpiracy formed 
againft him, and that he depended on them for his guards: for if his 
government was not fecure, the money they had lent him was loft. 
The merchants accordingly armed: and fome attended as guards of his 
perfon, and fome were ported to defend the palace. By the affiftance 
of thefe, and his particular friends, all who had been concerned in the 
confpiracy were apprehended and flain: and, his government thus fe- 
cured, he repaid the money. 

3. In a war againft the Heracleot®, Leucon, having obferved that 
fome of the captains difcovered a difpofition to revolt, ordered them to 
H h be 
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be apprehended; and told them, fome difagreeable infinuations had 
been thrown againft them, but that for his part he had no doubt of 
,t 'eir fidelity: however, in cafe the chance of war fliould determine the 
victory in favour of his enemies, that no fufpicion on that account might 
corroborate the charge againft them, he directed them for the prefent to 
retire from their employments} which he difpofed of to others. And 
their particular friends, as if through regard for them, he promoted 
to magiftracies and civil employs in villages. As foon as the war was 
terminated, he obferved that it was proper to make fome enquiry into 
the charges, that had been obliquely urged againft them; left the doubt, 
he might have feemed to exprefs of their fidelity, Ihould be efteemed 
the effect of caprice. No fooner had they appeared in court, attended 
by their friends; than, furrounding the place with an armed force, he 
ordered every man of them to be put to death. 

4. The Heradeotre, having made war on Leucon, advanced againft 
him with a great fleet; and in the face of him landed, and committed 
various depredations. Obferving his troops not to act with fpirit againft 
the enemy, with difficulty brought to the charge, and eafily routed he 
drew up his army to oppofe the invaders, altering the arrangement of 
it, and porting his heavy-armed troops in the firft line, and in their rear 
the Scythians: with exprefs orders to thde, if the heavy-armed troops 
gave way, to transfix them with their javelins. The feverity of thefe 
orders gave refolution to the army •. and put an end to the ravages of 
the enemy. 
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CHAP. X. 

ALEXANDER, General of the Guards, 
ALEXANDER, who commanded the guards, that garrifoned the 
town and forts of ALolis, hired out of Ionia the moft celebrated wreft- 
lers, Theander and Philoxenus mulicians, Callipedes and Nicoftratus 
aftors, and exhibited games to the people. The eminence of the feve- 
ral performers drew together a number of people from all the neighbour¬ 
ing cities. When the theatre was quite crowded, Alexander furroundcd 
it with his own troops, and die Barbarians that were in his pay j and 
feifed all the fpe&ators with their wives and children. He meaned by 
this aft no more than to raife a contribution on them; which he did in 
the ranfom he demanded: then gave up his command to Thibron; and 
left the country. 


CHAP. XI. 

ARISTIDES ELEATES. 

DIONYSIUS having befieged Caulonia, Ariftides Eleates failed with 
twelve lhips to relieve it: againll whom Dionyfius advanced with fifteen 
fail. Before fo inferiour a force Ariftides retreated: and, as the night 
came on, ordered torches to be lighted. Thefe he removed by degrees, 
lighting others in their Head; which he floated upon large corks: and 
tacking about, fleered for Caulonia; while Dionyfius, amufed with the 
lighted corks, fo dire&ed his courfe as to keep them in view, expediting 
to bring tlie enemy to an aftion in the .morning. 


Hh 
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CHAP. XII. 

ALEXANDER, son of Lysikachus. 

ALEXANDER, the Ton of Lyfimachus and Macrides, formed a- 
defign to make himfelf mailer of Codlium, a fortrefs in Phrygia. With 
that view he fecredy ported his army in a hollow way near the place: 
and difguifing himfelf in a mean Phrygian habit, with a cap on his head, 
and attended by two youths with bundles of wood on their (houlders, 
and a fword concealed under their arms, he parted the gates unfufpeded 
by the guard, and entered the city. Then laying afide his difguife, he 
publickly fhewed himfelf to the citizens; Ihaking them by the hand,. 
and affuring them, that he was come to prated, and fave the ftate. 
The gates on this aflurance in full fecurity thrown open, the forces- 
he had concealed, according to their inrtructions rufhed in, and took, 
poffeffion of Cotilium. 


CHAP. XIII. 

THE AMPHICTYONES. 

THE Amphidyones, at the liege of Cyrrha, having difcovered an 
aquedud, that fupplied the city with water, by the advice of Eurylo- 
chus, poifoned the water with hellebore; a great quantity of which they 
procured from Anticyra.. The.Cyrrhasans, who made conftant ufe of ■ 
it, were attacked with violent cholics; and difabled from duty. Under. 
fuch drcumftances the Amphidyones ealily defeated them, and made 
themfelves mafters of the place. 


CHAP, 
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G H A P. XIV. 

THE S AM NIT E S. 

THE Samnites entered into a treaty of peace with their enemies, 
fan&ioned by mutual oaths;, oil condition that they Ihould be per¬ 
mitted to take from the whole circuit of the Samnite walls one Angle 
row of ftonss. The Samnites were exceedingly well fatisfied with the 
terms; till they faw the enemy pick out the loweft row, which in ef¬ 
fect demoliflied. their walls, and left their city defencelefs. 

CHAP. XV.. 

THE CAMPANIANS. 

THE Campanians made a truce with their enemies, on condition 
of their delivering up to them half their arms: in confequence of 
which, they cut their arms in two; kept one half, and returned the 
other half to the owners of them.. 

CHAP. XIV. 

THE CARTHAGINIANS.. 

THE Carthaginians, being blocked -up. by Dionyfius in a fpot, 
where they had no fupply of water, difpatched an embaffy to him with 
propofals of peace: to which he confented on condition of their eva¬ 
cuating Sicily; and reimbarfing him for the expences of the laft war. 
The Carthaginian deputies agreed to accept the terms: but as their 

power 
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power did not extend fo far, as to enable them to conclude the treaty 
without the authority of the admiral; they defired leave to fhift their 
camp to the place where the admiral lay, when the treaty, cleared A 
all obftades, might be ratified. Dionyfius, contrary to the advice of 
Leptines, confented to their requeft. As foon as they had changed 
their ground, they fent back the ambafiadors of Dionyfius, and refufed 
to conclude the treaty. 

2. When the Carthaginians had invaded Sicily, in order to be 
fupplied from Libya with provifions and naval (tores in the mod 
expeditious manner, they made two hour-glaffes exactly of the fame 
defcription, and drew round each of them an equal number of circles. 
On one of thofe circles was engraved, “ A want of fhips of war;” 
on another, “ A want of fcore-lhips;” on another, “ A want of gold;” 
on another, “Of machines;" on another again, “Of corn;” on ano¬ 
ther, “Of cattle;” “Of arms;” “ Of infantry;" and “ Of cavalry.” 
The circles in this manner all filled up, one of thefe hour-glades the 
forces kept with them in Sicily; and fent the other to Carthage: di¬ 
recting the Carthaginians, when they faw the fecond torch raifed, to 
fend the particulars defcribed in the fecond circle; when the third, thofe 
in the third circle; and fo on. By this means they received a ready 
fupply of whatever they wanted. 

3. The Carthaginians for an expedition again ft Sicily fitted out a 
fleet, confilting of (hips of war and tranfports: of which Dionyfius 
having received intelligence with a numerous fleet oppofed them. As 
foon as the Carthaginians difcovered die enemy; they drew up their 
ftore-fhips well-manned in a circle, with a fpace between (hip and (hip 
fufficient for the eafy paffage of a (hip of war: and in the middle of 
the circle they polled their triremes. And thus formed, while the 
(lore-ihips prevented the enemy from breaking in upon them in line of 

battle, 
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battle, the triremes brilkly pufhing between them attacked them 
fingly; funk many of them, and fo crippled the reft, that they could 
no longer maintain the engagement. 

4. In their war with Hiero, the Carthaginians failed by night to 
Meflene; and anchored not far from Agrigentum. In the harbour the 
enemy had a number of fliips of war, as welLas ftore-lhips: and at 
the mouth of it were Rationed guard fliips. The Carthaginian admi¬ 
ral ordered the captain of one of the fwifteft failing triremes, to pals the 
mouth of the haven; ana, in cafe the enemy purfued him, to ftand out 
to fea, and draw them as far as he could after him. Accordingly as 
foon as he was difcovered by the guard Ihips, fuppofing him to have 
been fent to look into the harbour, they flipped them anchors, and gave 
him chafe with all the fail they could make. The Carthaginians, when 
they faw the guard Ihips out at fea, and at a fuflicient diftance for their 
purpofe, with the reft of their force failed immediately into the harbour; 
burned the fliips of war, which were riding at anchor: cut outfeveral 
of the ftore-lhips, and carried'them off. 

j. The Carthaginians, finding the Romans had a much greater 
force in Sicily than themlelves, fought to divide it. And for that pur¬ 
pofe feme of the citizens concerted a pretended confpiracy, and pro- 
pofed to Cn. Cornelius the Roman general, to betray Lipara to him, 
_an ifland contiguous to Sicily. Cornelius liftened to their propofals, 
and ordered o;.e half of his fleet with a military force on board, to fail 
to Lipara. The C\ntii; : ginians then put to fea; and under eafy fail 
advancing towa. Is \e Roman fleet, di.'patched an embafly to the Ro¬ 
man gene al, fuppl r. .y deliring a peace. The ambafladors, being 
ad -lilted to Cornelu.. i-quefted him to go on board the ihip of the 
C&ithjginiau admiral, who was at that time exceedingly ill; in order 
to conclude the treaty in perfon with them in the clean, ft and moll: 
unequivocal terms. The Roman confented: and the Libyans no foonei 
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faw the enemy’s general in their power, than they attacked them in 
full force, and obtained an eafy victory. 

CHAP. XVII. 

THE AMBRACIOTjE. 

AT the liege of Ambracia the Romans, having loft great numbers, 
refolved on an attempt to furprife the place by undermining the walls: 
and had made fome progrefs before the Ambraciotae difcovered their ope¬ 
rations. But the quantity of earth thrown up betraying to the befieged 
their defign, they with equal exertions by countermining endeavoured to 
defeat it. At the extremity of the enemy’s works they funk a deep fofs: 
in which they fo difpofed thin plates of brafs, that the noife made by the 
Romans whenever they fell into it was heard by the centinel; and armed 
with a long fpear, which they call Sarifla,* the befieged entered the 
fols and engaged them. But thefe fubterraneous conflifts in a narrow 
dark paflage producing no great advantage, the Ambraciote had re- 
courfe to another ftratagem. They conftru&ed a veflel with a mouth 
as widens, the entrance into the fofs; and perforating the bottom intro¬ 
duced intuit an iron pipe, which they filled with finall feathers, and 
fet them on fire, flopping up the mouth of the pipe with faw-duft: 
which was fupplied with fire from another brafs veflel fitted to it for 
the purpofe. The enemy's works thus filled with a conftant fucceffion 
of fmoak and unbearable ftench, they were forced to abandon their 
fubterraneous enterprife. 

* The Sarifla was a peculiar kind of fpear from fourteen to fixteen cubits in length; 
which was particularly uled by the Macedonians, and introduced firfl: into the Achaian 
anny by Philopcemea. See Chap. IV: StT2t. III. of this book. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XVIII. 

THE PHOCENSIANS. 

THE Phocenfians, hemmed in at Parnaffus, took the advantage of 
a moonlight night; and pouring down upon the enemy, their arms 
gleaming, and themfelves aftuated by defperation, with fuch a panic 
ftruck the Theflalians; that fome fuppofing them a fupernatural ap¬ 
pearance, others an accelfion of force in aid of the Phocenfians, made 
fo poor a refiftance, that they fuffered an entire defeat: and four thou- 
fand Theflalians were left dead on the lpot. 

2. As foon as it was known in the city, that the Theflalians had 
invaded Phocis ; they funk a deep trench before the mod: acceflible part 
of the walls, into which they threw pieces of broken pots and vafes, 
and over them raifed a ftratum of earth: which, when the enemy’s 
cavalry advanced upon it, gave way; and moll: of thehorfemen, as well 
as horfes, were killed. 


CHAP. XIX. 

THE PLATdEANS. 

THE Plateeans, who had fome Theban prifoners in their power, 
when the Thebans invaded Plataeis, fent an ambaflador to them: declar¬ 
ing, if they did not immediately evacuate the country, they would put 
every prifoner to death. The Thebans perfifted in their ravages; and 
the Plateeans put their menaces in execution. 

2. The Plateans, when befieged by the Lacedaemonians, {allied out 
in the night and attacked the Spartan camp. The Lacedemonians raif- 
I i ed 
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ed the hoftile torch,* foliciting the Thebans to their afliftance. The 
Platseans from the city on the other hand raifed the friendly torch : that 
the Thebans in fulpenfe between the oppofite lights, might decline 
marching to their affittance ; till they were with more certainty inform¬ 
ed, that they wanted it. 

3. When the Platseans were clofely befieged by the Lacedemoni¬ 
ans and Thebans, and were at a lofs how to convey to Athens an account 
of their fituation; a body of two hundred men offered themfelves on 
that fervice: determined, if they were difeovered by the enemy, to fall 
in the attempt, or cut their way through them. For this c-nterprife a 
dark and ftormy night was chofen: when the reft of the citizens mounted 
the ramparts and attacked the enemy’s works. To the quarter, where 
the attack was directed, the atention of the befiegers was of courfe at¬ 
tracted : while the two hundred mounted the walls in an oppofite quar¬ 
ter ; and unobferved were let down by ladders on the other fide. Then, 
not taking the direct road to Athens, by which, if the enemy {hould 
have had any information of their attempt they would be fure to 
have purfued them, they took the road to Thebes. And fo it accord¬ 
ingly happened: the Lacedemonians purfued them by Cithieron 5 
while the Platseans, turning a little out of the ftraight Theban road, 
reached Thebes; and from thence efcaped fafe to Athens. 

* The lignals, by wh : ch nctices were communicated to confederate powers, were by 

the hoftiiej end the friendly torch: which were raifed from fomc place of eminence, gcnc- 
rJl; from a fort or tower, in order to be the more confpicuous; and their intent' w„s to 
:.if the approach of friends or foes. The marks of diliinclion between the one and the 
other were, that the friendly torch was held fixed and Ready; the hoftile torch was toli'ed and 
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CHAP. XX. 

THE CORCYRAL ANS. 

THE Athenians had marched out againft tlie Corcyrsean fugitives, 
who had ported themfelves on mount Iftones. Finding it in vain to 
make any oppofi tion, they deliveredup their arms, and furrendered them- 
felves to the difcretion of the Athenians: who accepted their fubmif- 
fion, and granted them a truce; on condition that any attempt to efcape 
rtiould be confidered as a breach of it. The Corcyrseans, apprehenlive 
left the Athenians Ihould treat them with too great humanity, privately 
advifed them to make their efcape to the Argives, and furnifhed them 
with a veflel for the purpofej in order to induce them to infringe the 
truce, that was granted them. After that attempt the Athenians deli¬ 
vered them up to the Corcyrseans, as truce-breakers: who put every 
man of them to death. 


CHAP. XXI. 

THE ALGESTIANS. 

THE iEgeftians, with an affurance of large fubfulies, folicited the 
aftiftance of the Athenians: who difpatched ambaffadors to them, to 
fee what profpeft there was of the fubfidies being paid. The vEgefti- 
ans in the mean time borrowed from the neighbouring cities gold and 
filver, in whatever fliape and quantity they could obtain it 5 and with, 
it magnificently decorated the temples of their gods, and their private 
houfes. The ambaffadors, obferving fuch a profufion of wealth, reported 
it at Athens; and affiftance was immeditely fent them. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXII. 

THE LOCRIANS. 

THE Italian Locrians entered into a treaty with the Sicilians, 
which they confirmed by an oath. Under their cloaks they carried 
upon their (honlders heads of garlick, and under their feet they put 
earth into their fhoes: then fwore, that they would preferve inviolate 
to them the fidelity of their Hate, as long as they trod the earth they 
walked on, or carried their heads on their fhoulders. The next day, 
throwing away their garlick, and the earth from their Ihoes, they made 
a general mafiacre of the Sicilians; thrown off their guard, and fecure 
in the obligation of the oath the Locrians had taken. 

CHAP. XXIII. 

THE CORINTHIANS. 

THE Corinthians, having promifed afliftance to the Syracufans 
againft the Athenians, and received information, that the latter with 
twenty-fix fail had anchored near Naupaftum, and ferved as a fleet of 
obfervation, equipped eighteen fail, with orders to fail to Panermus, 
and Ihew themfelves to the Athenian fleet. And while that fquadron 
amufed the enemy, a number of Corinthian tranfports, with men and 
military ftores failed from Peloponnefus to the afliftance of the Syra¬ 
cufans, and arrived lafe at Syrasufe. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXIV. 

THE LAMPSACENIANS. 

THE Lampfacenians and Parians, having a difpute about the 
boundaries of their refpeftive territories, agreed at an early hour in 
the morning each to difpatch a certain number of perfons from one 
city to the other; and that wherever the two parties met, that fpot 
fhould be the common boundary of both their territories. The hflier- 
men, who were employed on the road the Parians were to travel, 
which was by the fea, the Lampfacenians engaged to offer a facrifice 
that morning to Neptune, to broil fifli, and make libations of wine;, 
and to requeft the Parians, as they paffed by, in honour of the god to 
partake with them of the facriiice. The Parians complied; and one 
mouthful of fifli, and one glafs of wine, induced them to take a fecond, 
and fo on; till fo much time was loft, that the Lampfacenians arrived 
firft at Hermasum: which is feventy furlongs from Parium, and from 
Lampfacum two hundred. Such was the extent of territory, which 
the Lampfacenians by this device gained from the Parians; Hermaum 
being admitted as the boundary between the two ftates. 

CHAP. XXV. 

THE CHALCEDONIANS.' 

A truce of five days was agreed on between the Chalcedonians and 
Sizar," nes, who were at war; while a congrefs of each ftate was con- 
flat ■ ■ 1 o ti eat of-conditions of peace. Three days were fpent in fruit- 
lei, n-g. •nations; when the Chalcedonians on the fourth pretended 

bufinefs 
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bufineis of importance obliged them to return home. This being al¬ 
lowed them, the night was fpent in equipping their (hips, and the 
next day they attacked the Bizantincs; who thought of nothing lefs 
titan the re-commencement of hoftilities, the term of the truce being 
then unexpired. 

[Hire foUvtss a Chafm, defciat In twenty-five Stratagems, attributed to 
nineteen Generals', •which no Manufcript hath yet been difcovered to fnpplyi] 

CHAP. XLV. 

SOLYSOK. 

SOLYSON, the fon of Calliteles, a man in great efteem among 
the Samians, was appointed general, in a war againft the .dstolians. 
Amidil the preparations for war, the feftival inhono.urof Juno, which 
fltould have been celebrated in the temple of that goddefs, a little 
(Infant from die city, was neglected: when Solyfon obferved, diat it 
was not the duty of a general to neglect die honour of the gods; that 
to forfeit their affiftance, was to lofe his belt ally 3 and having it, he 
(hould meet his enemies with fuperiour confidence. The Samians ap¬ 
plauded the piety and true fortitude he difcovered, immediately pre¬ 
pared for the celebration of the feftival, and afiembled at the temple of 
Juno. Solyfon in the night entered the city, introduced into it the 
Jailors from the (hips, and poffefled himfelf of the fovereignty of 
Samos. 
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CHAP. XLVI. 

ALEXANDER. 

ALEXANDER the Theflalian, previous to a naval engagement, 
Rationed on the decks a number of expert markfmen, who were fur- 
nifhed with a quantity of ftones and darts, and ordered to annoy the 
enemy with a volley of them, whenever they came within their reach: 
which fell like a fhower upon thefailors, and fo dilabled many of them, 
as to render them incapable of their duty. 

CHAP. XL VII. 

THRASYBULUS. 

WHEN Halyattes had blockaded Miletum, and expedled to make 
himfelf mafter of the city by ftarving the people out; he difpatched a 
herald to conclude a truce with Thrafybulus, tyrant of the Milelians, 
till he fliould have built the temple of Afiefian Minerva. Thrafybulus 
immediately ordered the citizens to bring into the market all the corn 
they had, and to engage each other in great entertainments. The he¬ 
rald reported'to Halyattes the appearance of plenty he had obfervedj. 
who, from his reprefentation fuppoftng the Milefians amply provided 
with provisions, raifed the fiege. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. XLVIII. 

MENTOR. 

MENTOR, having got Hermsus into his power, "wrote letters in 
his name to all the cities, that were under his authority; ordering them 
to receive as their governor the perfon, whom he had charged with the 
delivery of the refpective letters: which he fealed with Hermasus’s feal. 
Knowing his feal, in obedience to the mandate of the letters, the peo¬ 
ple furrendered their feveral cities into the hands of Mentor’s officers. 

CHAP. XLIX. 

ANAXAGORAS. 

ANAXAGORAS, Codrus, and Diodorus, fons of Echeonax, flew 
Hegefias, tyrant of Ephefus: when Philoxenus, governor of Ionia 
under Alexander, demanded them to be given up by the Ephefians. But 
the people not complying with'his requifition, he entered the town with 
a body of troops; apprehended the three brothers, threw them into chains, 
and imprifoned them in the tower of Sardis. After a long and fevere 
imprifonment, with a file, that had been conveyed to them by a friend, 
they liberated themfelves from their chains; and, habited in fervile dref- 
fes, efcaped as fervants out of the prifon in the night: then cutting their 
cloaths into long pieces, they ufed them inftead of ropes; and let them¬ 
felves down by them from the walls. Diodorus unfortunately fell down 
from the top of the walls; and laming himfelf, was obliged to lie where 
he fell: till he was taken up by the Lydians, and fent to Alexander to, 
be punifhed according to his pleafure. But Alexander dying at Baby¬ 
lon, 
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Ion, he was fent to Pcrdiccas at Ephefus, to take his trial there. In the 
mean time Anexagoras and Codrus, who had got clear off, arrived at 
Athens: and, hearing of Alexander’s death, returned to Ephefus; and fet 
their brother at liberty. 


CHAP. L. 

PINDAR. 

WHILE Crcefus lay before Ephefus, the tower, which was called 
the traitrefs, fell down; and the capture of the place became inevitable. 
When Pindar, who polMed the lbvereignty, recommended to the Ephe- 
fians, to run a rope round the walls and gates, fattening it to the pil¬ 
lars of the temple of Diana; and to confecrate the whole city to the 
goddefs. Crcefus in honour of the deity fpared the city, as placed un¬ 
der her immediate proteftion: prefentedtheEphelians with their liber¬ 
ty, and made an alliance with them. 

CHAP. LI. 

T H E R O N. 

THERON, who kept privately in pay a body of the Agrigentines, 
ready on all occafions' to obey his orders, being in want of money to 
make good to them their arrears, feifed on a fum that had been raifed 
for the ereftion of a temple to Minerva: and by this device he got it 
into his polfeffion. He obferved to them the work had gone on llowly, 
and propofed to have the building contrafled for at a certain fum, and 
a time ftipulated for the completion of the work. The citizens thought 
the propofal a very good one; agreed to let out the work, and lodged 
K k the 
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the money raifed for the purpofe in the hands of Gorgus, Theron’s foni 
As foon as the money had paffed into Theron’s hands, inftead of em¬ 
ploying architects, flone-cutters, and other artificers, he converted the 
people’s money againft themfelves, paid his men, formed them into a 
body of guards; and by their afiiftance pofieffed himfelf of the fove- 
reignty of Agrigentum. 


CHAP. LII. 

SISYPHUS. 

SISYPHUS, having fufpected Autolycus of frequently ftealinghis 
oxen, (hod them with lead, infcribing characters on the lhoes to this 
effaft: “ Autolycus is a thief.” Autolycus, accordmg to his ufual prac¬ 
tice ftole them away in the night. Sifyphus the next morning traced 
them to the paftures of Autolycus; and fhewed the neighbouring farm¬ 
ers the footfteps of the oxen, which declared Autolycus’s theft. 

CHAP. Lin. 

AGNON. 

AGNON conceived a defign of planting an Attic colony at that 
part of the river Strymon, which is called the hin e-ways. But againft 
the attempt there exilted this oracle: 

Athenians, why of late attempt to raile 

The ftructure proud, and colonize nine-ways ? 

Vain the attempt, unauthorifed by Heaven; 

Hire the decree, that rigidFate hath given 


Againft 
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Againft the deed: till from the lilent tomb 
At Troy the ftubble of old Rhefus come 
To join its parent foil. Then, then proceed: 

And Fate fliall give the aft a glorious meed. 

In confequence of this declaration of the god, Agnon difpatched 
fome men to Troy, in the night to open the monument of Rhefus, and 
to bring away his bones : which they bundled up in a purple robe, and 
brought to the Stry’mon. But the Barbarians, who polfelled the coun¬ 
try, would ncft permit him to crofs the river. Agnon not in a condi¬ 
tion to effeft a paffage over it by force, concluded a truce with them for 
three days j who retired to then own refidence, leaving him, for the 
time ftiplilated between them, quiet in his poll. In the night he palled 
the Strymon with his armyj carrying with him the bones of Rhefus, 
which he buried at the river fide: and there he intrenched himfelf with 
a fofie and palifades; refting in the day, and working at the fortificati¬ 
ons every night. In three nights his works were compleated: when the 
Barbarians returned ,• and, finding in what manner he had during their 
abfence employed himfelf, charged him with an infringement of the 
truce. “ Of that, ‘ replied Agnon,’ I am perfeftly clear : the truce 
was for three days inaftion, which I religioufly obferved : the works, 
you fee, I erefted in the intermediate nights.”. Such was the origin of 
the city, which Agnon built on the nine-ways, and called it Amplii- 
polis. 
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CHAP. LIV. 

AMPHIRETUS. 

AMPHIRETUS the Acanthian was taken by pirates,' and carried 
into Lemnos: where he was kept in dofe confinement, the pirates ex¬ 
pecting a very confiderable fum for his ranfom. He took little fuftenance, 
but drank vermilion mixed with fait water; which gave a tinge to his 
ftools, that made his captors believe he was feifed with the bloody flux: 
and being afraid left his death (hould rob them of the expefted ranfom, 
they releafed him from his confinement; hoping that exercife might 
reftore him to his health. But no fooner did he find himfelf at liber¬ 
ty, than he made his efcape in the night; and getting into a filhing- 
boat, arrived lafe at Acanthum, 
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BOOK VII. 

PROOEMIUM. 

THIS Seventh Book of Stratagems I addrefs to your moft facred 
majefties, Antoninus and Verus: in which you will obferve, that the 
minds even of Barbarians are competent to military ftratagems, decep¬ 
tions, and devices. And you will confequently fee reafon, not to hold 
them in too great contempt yourfelvesj and to give the fame caution 
in charge to your generals. On the contrary, there is nothing againft 
which they can be required more ftriftly to guard, than devices, wiles, 
and deception: in which the Barbarians excel much more, than in 
military prowefs. Nor will any thing more effeftually fecure them 
againft their devices, than a fettled diftruft of their promiles and pro- 
feflions. To that uniting Roman valour, we lhall be ftill more fupe- 
riour to them, if we further add a knowledge of thofe ftratagems they 
have been ufed to employ. 


CHAP. I. 

D I O C L E S. 

DIOCLES the Median in this manner polfefled himfelf of the fo- 
vercigntv of the Medes. They were a vagrant people, and had no 
fettled habitations: had no cities, no laws, knew no principles of equity; 
but plundered each other of whatever the one wanted, and the other 
panelled. Diodes gave laws to his neighbours, and endeavoured to 
inculcate on their minds the principles of juftice. They were delighted 

with 
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with his regulations, and paid implicit obedience to his decrees. His 
name foon became famous among the Medes; and to determine their 
differences, numbers continually reforted to him, as a molt juft and 
upright judge. As foon as his eminence and reputation had conciliated 
to him univerfal efteem, he obtained guards to fecure him from the in¬ 
juries, to which his determinations might expofc him. By the affift- 
ance of thefe in the night he filled his little habitation with ftones ; 
which he fhetved the Medes in the day, and pretended to have been 
thrown at him, to the great danger of his life, by thofe againft whom 
he had determined caufes. The people were enraged at the treatment, 
with which he had fo undefervedly met, and for the fecurity of his 
perfon allotted him a refidence on an impregnable eminence j appointed 
him a guard, and directed his table to be fupplied from the facred re¬ 
venues. This guard he continued every day increafing: and in the 
end, inftead of judge, became a king. 

CHAP. II. 

A L Y A T T E S. 

THE Cimmerians, a people of uncommon fize, having made war 
on Alyattes; he took the field againft them, and directed his men to 
cany with them to battle a number of large fierce dogs: who, being 
fet on by their matters, fell upon the Barbarians, as they would on a 
parcel of wild beafts; tore many of them, fo as to difable them from 
action, and put others to flight. 

2. To weaken the Colophonians in their cavalry, in which they 
were very powerful, Alyattes entered into an alliance with them. And 
when they ferved under him, in the diftribution of prefents he always 
particularly diftinguiflied the hoife. At laft when he lay at Sardis, he 
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kept a fumptuous table for them, and appointed them double pay. 
The cavalry, who were encamped without the city, no fooner heard of 
their pay being doubled, than delivering their horfes to the care of the 
horfe-keepers, they inftantly reforted to the city, in great eagernefs to 
receive their doubled pay. Alyattes on a fudden ordered the gates to 
be fhut, and with a body of armed troops furrounded and cut them to 
pieces j then mounted his own men on the Colophonian horfes. 

CHAP. III. 

PSAMMETICHUS. 

TEMANTHES king of Asgypt, who was flam by Pfammetichus, 
confulted the oracle concerning his fuccefs in his future views on the 
kingdom: which directed him to beware of the cocks. Pfammetichus, 
who was very intimate with Pigres the Carian, as foon as he was in¬ 
formed by him that the Carians were the firft who wore plumes of 
feathers on their helmets, immediately concaved the meaning of the 
oracle; took into his fervice a great number of Carians, and advanced 
againft Memphis. When encamping at the temple of Ifis, about five fur¬ 
longs from the city; an engagement was fought, in which Temanthes 
was defeated. From thefe Carians a part of Memphis is called Ca- 
romemphis. 


CHAP. IV. 

A M A S I S. 

AMASTS in an engaement with the Arabians placed behind the 
/Egyptians the ftatues of the gods they held in molt honour and ve¬ 
neration? 



264 P OL YAsNUS’S 

aeration; that they might be induced with the greater alacrity to face 
danger: fuppoftng themfelves under the immediate eye of their gods, 
who would not betray them, or leave them in the hands of their ene¬ 
mies. 


OHAP. V. 

MIDAS. 

MIDAS, pretending that he was going to perform a folemn facrifice 
to the great gods, led out the Phrygians in the night as in proceflion, with 
flutes, and timbrels, and cymbals: each of them at the fame time pri¬ 
vately carrying fwords. The citizens all left their houfes to fee the 
proceflion: when the mufical performers drew their fwords, flew the 
fpectators as they came out into the ftrects, took polTellion of their 
houles, and invefted Midas with fovereignty. 

C H A P. VI. - 

CYRUS. 

IN three feveral engagements with the Medes Cyrus was each time 
defeated. A fourth battle with them he determined to hazard at Pafar- 
gadre; where the Perfians had left their wives and children. There he 
was again defeated: but the Perfians flying to the city, and there feeing 
their wives and children, they were ftruck with the refleftion of what 
they mult fuffer from a victorious enemy, rallied, and attacked the Medes, 
who in their eager purfuit had loft all order; and obtained fo decifive 
a victory, that the Medes never after ventured to face Cyrus in the 
field. 


i. Agree- 
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2. Agreeable to a treaty, into which Cyrus had entered with 
Credits, he (truck his tents, and from Sardis led off his forces. Brit 
as foon as the night came on. he returned, attacked the city unprepared 
for a fiege, and took it by Itorm. 

3. After Cyrus had made himfelf matter of Sardis, and Croefus 
(till held out in the fort, in expectation of affiftance from Greece; he 
ordered the Sardian prifoners, the friends and relations of the befieged, 
to be bound, and expofed before them: a herald at the fame time pro¬ 
claiming, if the befieged fnrrendered to Cyrus the fort, they fhould 
receive their friends and relations fyfe and without ranfom; but if they 
perfiited in holding it againft him, he would hang every man before 
their eyes. To fave their friends therefore, they cliofe rather to give 
up the fort than wait the iffue of the precarious hopes with which Crce- 
fus had flattered himfelf of afliftance from the ftates of Greece. 

4. After the defeat of Crcefus, and his captivity, the Lydians 
having again revolted, Cyrus, who was himfelf intent on an expedition 
againft Babylon, difpatched Mazares the Mede into Lydia; with orders, 
as foon as he had reduced the country into fubjeftion, to take from them 
their arms and horles, oblige them to wear women’s dreffes, and to fuf- 
fer them to entertain themfelves neither in hurling the javelin, in horle- 
manfhip, nor in any martial exercifes: but to oblige them all to fpin, 
and fing, and purfue only female amufements. And by thefe means 
their minds became fo daftardifed and effeminate 5 that the Lydians, 
once a very warlike people, became of all the Barbarians the moll pu- 
fillanimous. 

5. Cyrus, at the fiege of Babylon, after he had compleated the 
channel, through which he intended to turn the Euphrates, that then 
run through the city, marched his army to a conliderable diftance: which 
induced the Babylonians to conclude, that he had given up all hopes of 
carrying the place; and they therefore became more remifs in their de- 
L1 fence 
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fence of it. But fuddenly diverting the courfe of the river, he fecretly 
marched his army through the old channel; and, while the Babyloni¬ 
ans thought themfelves in perfect fecurity, made himfelf mailer of the 
place. 

6. When Cyrus, in an engagement with Crcefus, obferved that the 
great dependance of the Lydian was in his cavalry; to render-them ufe- 
lels, he oppofed in front againft them a number of camels: the nature of 
which animals is fucb, that horfes can bear neither the fight nor fmell 
of them. The horfes accordingly became ungovernable, turned about, 
and fled; throwing down the Lydians in their flight, and breaking their 
ranks: fo that victory declared for Cyrus, before he engaged. 

7. To induce the Perfians to throw off the Median yoke, Cyrus 
made ufe of this device. He pointed out to them a barren, briery fpot; 
and bade them clear and cultivate it: a work, which with great labour 
andfatiguethey effected. Thenextdayhe ordered them to bathe and clean 
themfelves, and attend him: when he received them with a fumptuous 
entertainment. After the day had been thus luxurioully fpent, he alked 
them, which of the two days they liked belt. To which they replied; 
this day was as much preferable to the former, as happinefs is to mifery. 
Happinefs then, faid Cyrus, it is in your own power to obtain. Eman¬ 
cipate yourfelves from the fervitude of the Medes. The Perfians, ftruck 
with the greatnefs of the propofal, revolt, and create Cyrus their king. 
Under whofe aufpices, they not only crulhed the power of the Medes; 
but acquired to themfelves the empire of all Alia. 

8. When Cyrus laid liege to Babylon; the Babylonians, who had 
within themfelves great plenty of provifions of all kinds, derided the 
enterprife. But he foon difeovered the quarter where to attack them t 
and turned the river Euphrates, whofe natural courfe was through the 
town, into a neighbouring lake. Their fupplies of water thus cut off, 
they had no alternative; but to fubmit to Cyrus, or to die with thirft. 

9. Cyrus, 
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9. Cyrus, after having been defeated by the Medes, retreated to Pa- 
fargadre; when finding the Pcrfians in great numbers revolted to the 
enemy, he informed his army that the next day he fhould receive from 
feeders! powers that were hoftile to die Medes a re-inforcement of a' 
hundred thoufand men: take dierefore, faid he, my lads, every man 
his faggot, to welcome your allies. This affurance of affiftance the 
Perfian deferters communicated to the Medes. And as foon as night 
came on, Cyrus ordered every man to light his faggot. The Medes, 
feeing a great number of fires burning, concluded that the auxiliaries 
were arrived; and, inftead of purfuing the conquered foe, thought it 
expedient, in their turn to retreat. 

10. At the fiege of Sardis Cyrus conftrueied machines of wood, 
that were as high as the walls; and placed ftatucs on them, in Perfian 
drefles, with their beards on, quivers on dieir flioulders, and bows in 
their hands. And thefe he advanced in the night fo clofe to the walls, 
that they feemed to be above the fort. Early in the morning in a 
different quarter Cyrus begun his attack; againft which the whole 
force that was in the town was immediately direfted. When the fta- 
tues on the oppofite quarter being accidentally difeovered, a general 
cry enfued: and univerfal fear poffefled the befiegedj as if the fort was 
in the hands of the enemy. Throwing open their gates, each made his 
efcape in the bell manner he could and Cyrus became mafter of Sardis 
at diferetion. 


CHAP. VII. 

H ARPAGUS. 

I-IARPAGUS, to convey a- letter privately to Cyrus,' paunched 
a hare, and in the belly lewed : up the letter: the bearer, equipped 
L12 with 
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with hunter's nets, delivered the hare fafe ; paffrng the guards of" 
the roads without fufpicion. 

CHAP. VIII. 

CROESUS. 

CROESUS, finding himfelf difappointed of the auxiliaries which 
the Greeks had promifed him, chofe out fome of the ableft and ftouteft 
Lydians j and armed them in the Gnecian manner. Unaccuftomed to 
the arms of Greece, Cyrus’s men were at a lofs how either to attack, 
or to guard againft them. The clang of the fpears upon the fliields 
rtruck them with terrour: and the fplendour of the brazen fliields fo 
terrified the horfes, that they could not be brought to the charge. By 
this ftratagem Cyrus was defeated, and made a truce with Crcefus for 
three months. 

2. Croesus, having been defeated by Cyrus in Cappadocia, in order 
to make good his retreat, ordered his men to carry with them as much 
wood as they conveniently could. This they depofited in a narrow 
defile, through which Crcefus led his forces, and purfued his march all 
night with what expedition he could: leaving fome of his light horfe, 
as foon as day appeared, to fet the wood on fire. By this means 
Crcefus effected his retreat; Cyrus being by the fire greatly impeded in 
his purfuit. 


CHAP. IX. 

CAMBYSES. 

WHEN Cambyfes inverted Pelufium, as being the entrance mto 
-Egypt, the /Egyptians with great refolution defended it: advancing 
formidable 
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formidable machines againft the befiegers; and from their catapults 
throwing darts, ftones, and fire. Againft the deftru&ive {bowers thu3 
difcharged upon him Cambyfes ranged before his front line, dogs, 
ftieep, cats, Ibifes,* and whatever animals the /Egyptians hold facred. 
The fear of hurting the animals, which they regard with veneration, 
inftantly checked their operations: Cambyfes took Pelufium; and thus 
opened himfelf a paffage into /Egypt. 

CHAP. X. 

OE B A R E S.' 

AFTER the extin&ion of the Magi, who had ufurped the govern¬ 
ment of Perfia, Darius and feven other Perfian peers became competi¬ 
tors for the empire: between whom it was amicably agreed thus to fettle 
their pretenfions. They engaged at a particular hour, to meet on horfe- 
back at a place fixed on for the purpofe without the city; and that he, 
whofe horfe neighed firft, {hould be king. OEbares, Darius’s groom, 
as foon as he was apprifed of the determination, the day before the 
conteft brought his horfe to the place appointed; and there introduced 
to him a mare: then took the horfe back to die liable. The next 
morning each mounted his horfe, and met at the ground according to 
agreement: when Darius’s horfe, recolledling the place, and his enjoy¬ 
ment there, inftantiy neighed for his mare. The reft of the peers im¬ 
mediately difmeiunted, made their obedience to Darius, and faluted 
him king of Perfia, 

* The Ibis is a kind of flork, which feeds upon ferpems. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XI. 

DARIUS. 

DARIUS having taken the field againft the Scythians, when both 
armies were ready to engage, a hare rofe from her feat, and run clofe 
by the Scythian phalanx: while feveral of the Scythians purfued it. 
Darius obferved on the occafion, that this was not t'nc time to engage; 
when the Scythians felt their fuperiority fo forcibly, that they could pur- 
fue a hare in front of the Perfian army: and accordingly ordered his 
trumpets to found a retreat. 

2. Whex Darius and the feven Perfian chiefs agreed to fall upon 
the Magi in the night; in order to know each oth^r in the dark, he 
propofed to them to wear the button, that fallens the tiara behind, on 
their forehead; that feeling the button, they might know their friends. 

3. Dari us was the firft, that impofed taxes on the people. And to 
remove the odium of fuch a meafurefrom himlelf, he diredted the peers 
in their refpective provinces to raife them. They according to their 
orders levied very high duties: which Darius took; but referring to 
himfelf only half, he remitted the other half to the people. 

4. Darius undertook an expedition into Scythia: but finding him¬ 
felf unable to gain any advantages there, and his prorifion likewife run¬ 
ning fhort, he began to think of a retreat. To make it with the leaft 
lofs, by concealing his defign from the enemy, he directed his tents to 
be left (landing, juft as they had been for fome time before. And in 
them were many wounded foldiers, affes, mules, and dogs; and a great 
number of fires were lighted: which thole that were left behind had 
orders conftantly in the night to kindle. The Scythians feeing the fires, 
and the tents Handing, and hearing the confufed noife of the animals, 

fup- 
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fuppofed the Perfians quietly encamped; when they had effe&ually fe- 
cured their retreat. As foon as Darius’s movement was known in the 
Scythian camp, they purfued him as brilkly as they could: but he was 
too far out of their reach, to be overtaken. 

5. When Darius laid fiege to Chalcedon, the Chalcedonians ne¬ 
glected to make thofe exertions, which die force of fo formidable an' 
enemy required; relying upon die Itrength of then - walls, and their 
great ftore of provifions. Nor did Darius on the other hand make any 
.attack upon the walls; but contented himfelf with ravaging at large 
the country round e pretending that he waited for an acceffion of force, 
before he attempted any thing direCtly againft the city. But while die 
whole attention of the Chalcedonians was employed upon tiieir walls, 
which continuing fafe, they apprehended they had nothing to fear; 
the Perfians from a mountain called Aphafium, diftant about ten fur¬ 
longs from the city, opened a mine : which they continued as far as 
the forum. As foon as they reached that fpot, which they conjeftured 
they had, from the roots of olive trees, which grew there; they waited 
the approach of the night: when they entered the forum, and with¬ 
out the lofs of a man became matters of the city; while the Chalce¬ 
donians were wholly intent on the defence of their walls. 

6. Darius, in an expedition againft the Saccre, found himfelf in 
danger of being indofed by three armies. Advancing therefore with 
all expedition againft that, which was ncareft to him, he engaged and de¬ 
feated it. And habiting his men in the dreftes and arms of the Saccians, 
he marched againft another army of the Saccae, advancing flowlv and 
fccurdy as it were to meet their friends. But the Perfians, according 
to their orders, no fooner came within fpear’s length of them; than, 
inftead of friendly falutations, they fell upon them, and cut them to 
pieces. Thus victorious over two divifions of the enemy, he advanced 

againft 
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agaiuft the third; who, hating learned the fate of the other two, fub- 
mitted to him without hazarding a battle. 

7. The ^Egyptians, on account of the cruelties exercifed by Ornander 
their governor, having revolted; to reduce them to obedience, Darius 
himfelf marched through die defart of Arabia, and arrived at Memphis : 
juft at the time, when the /Egyptians were commemorating the lofs of 
Apis. He immediately ordered proclamation to be made, that he would 
himfelf give a hundred talents of gold to the man, that fliould produce 
Apis. Struck with the fo great piety of their prince, they took a de- 
ciftve part againft die revolters, and entirely devoted themfelves to the 
ir.terefts of Darius. 

8. Darics having invaded the Saccaj; their three kings, Sacephares, 
Homarges, and Thamyris, had retired in confutation upon the meafures 
proper to be taken in the prefent emergency of their affairs. When a 
certain ftable-keeper, Rifaces by name, was introduced to them, and pro- 
pofed himfelf to deftroy the Perfian force •. if they would pledge them¬ 
felves to him by oath, to give to his children and family all the horfes and 
treafures, that from the deftruftion of the enemy fliould fall into their 
hand.'.'. This being fatisfaclorily fettled, he drew out his knife, cut off 
his nofe, and ears, maiming himfelf alfo in other parts of the body; and 
thus disfigured deferted to Darius: who gave credit to his complaints of 
the cruel treatment he had received from the Saccian king. But, added he, 
by the eternal fire, and the facred water, I fwear, that by the Perfians 
I will have my revenge. And it is in your power, by the means I will ex¬ 
plain to you, to give the glorious revenge I alk. Tomorrow night the 
Saccas mean to drift their camp: I know the fpot where they intend to poll 
themfelves; and can condudt you to it by a nearer way, than they will 
take; where as in a net you lhall inclofe them. I am a horfe-keeper; 
and know every ftep of the country for many miles around. But it will 

be 
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be neceffary to take with us water and provifion for feven days:, for this 
purpofe order preparations to be made: no time is to be loft. Having 
accordingly conducted the army, in a mareh of feven days, into the moft 
barren and fandy part of Media; when both their water and provifions 
began to run fliort: the Chiliarch Rhanofbatcs, fufpefting the treachery 
of their conductor, took him afide, and expoftulated with him. What 
could induce you, faid he, to deceive fo powerful a monarch, and fo nu¬ 
merous an army ? You have brought us to a place deftitute of every ne- 
CefTary of life. Neither bead, nor bird inhabits it: nor do we know 
whither to proceed, or how to return. Rifaces, clapping his hands, 
anfwered him with an effufion of laughter, I have gained a noble vic¬ 
tory: I have faved my country from impending danger; and by famine 
and third configned the Perfian army to deftruftion. The Chiliarch 
enraged immediately (truck off his head. Darius fixed his feeptre in the 
ground, tying round it his tiara and the royal diadem; and climbing 
an eminence, implored Apollo in this moment of diftrefs to preferve his 
•army, and give them water. The god heard his prayers; and a plen¬ 
tiful (hower enfued: which they received on hides, and in vafes; and 
fubfifted on it, till they reached the Baftrum: when in the prefervation, 
they had experienced, they acknowledged the favour of the god. But 
though the device of the horfe-keeper in this inftance failed; Zopi- 
rus afterwards copied it with fuccefs againft the Babylonians. 

CHAP. XH. 

Z O P IR U S. 

DARIUS having long laid before Babylon, without being able to 
carry it; Zopirus, one of his peers, miferably mangled his face, and 
fled to the enemy as a deferter: pretending to have been thus cruelly 
treated by Darius. The Babylonians credited the veracity of his com- 
M m plaints': 
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plaints; v.Jiich in his appearance they few fo plainly.written: took 
him into their protection, and their confidence, in him by degrees in? 
dealing, they at fell gave him the direction of the city. Inverted with 
this power, he foon found means in the night to throw open the gates; 
and put Darius in polfelfion of Babylon: who expreffed himfelf on the 
occafion in a manner worthy a great and generous prince. I would 
not, feid he, for twenty Babylons fee Zopirus fo disfigured as he is,. 

G H A P. XIIL 

ART AX ERXES* 

KING Artaxerxes ordered Orontes to fend to him Teribazus, a. 
grandee of Cyprus. Orontes, who was afraid of Teribazus, dared not 
to employ force againft him j but took him by the following device. 
Under a particular room in his honfe there was a dungeon: over the 
mouth of which he directed a. triclinium to be placed, but not fattened 
down; and to be covered with embroidered tapeftry. Hither he invited 
Teribazus, pretending to have fome private bufmefs to communicate to 
him: when throwing himfelf on the triclinium, that was prepared for 
him, it funk down with him into the dungeon. Thus was he taken j, 
and fent in chains to the king. 

CHAP. XIV. 

ORONTES. 

ORONTES, having revolted from the king, carried on a flying war 
with his generals: and being driven to mount Tmolus, he there ftrongly 

* This ftiziagem appeal, to me more properly to belong to Orontes,- than Artaxerxes. 
Eihecially as we find the ftiatagems of Aruxenres recorded afterwards, Ch. XVI. 

intrenched 
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Intrenched himfelf. As foon as the enemy came up with him, and en¬ 
camped againft him, he’funk a very deep foffe; and in all the avenues 
leading to his camp ordered the guard to be doubled. With a choice 
body of horfe he then Tallied out in the night: and, taking the way to 
Sardis, fell in with a large fupply of provifions, that were deftined for 
the enemy’s camp j which he feifed, and alio carried off from the Sar¬ 
dians a confiderabie booty. Of thefe tranfaftions he fent intelligence 
to the camp; and ordered them the next day to draw out, and advance 
againft the enemy: who with great confidence marched out, and attack¬ 
ed them. But no fooner were they engaged, than Orontcs with his 
cavalry falling upon their rear gained a compleat viftory with little 
lofs: the enemy leaving many dead on the field; and many were taken 
prifoners. 

2. Orontes, with ten thoufand heavy-armed Greeks, engaged 
Autophradates; who advanced againft him with the fame number, and 
was particularly ftrong in his cavalry. Orontes bade his men look 
round, and fee the extenftvenefs of the plain: obferving to them, that 
if they loofened their ranks, it would be impoflible for them to fuftain 
the charge of the enemy’s horfe. Accordingly preferving their lines 
compaft and clofe, they received the cavalry upon their fpe'ars; wh6 
finding they could make no impreflion on them retreated: when Orontes 
ordered the Greeks, if the horfe made a fecond attack upon them, to 
advance three paces forward, to meet them. They did fo: and the 
cavalry fuppofmg they meaned to charge them, quitted the field, and 
abandoned themfelves to flight. 

3. Having loft a great number of his allies, Which Autophradates 
had cut off by an ambufeade, Orontes propagated a report that a body 

. of mercenaries were on their march to join him; and took care that 
fuch intelligence, with every mark of confirmation he could give it, 
fhould be communicated to Autophradates. In the night he armed the 
Mm2 ftouteft 
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(routed of the Barbarians in Grecian armour; and, as (bon as it was- 
day, polled them in liis army among the reft of the Greeks, with in¬ 
terpreters who were acquainted with both languages, and repeated in 
the Barbarian language the fame commands that were given to the 
Greeks: and in this order he advanced to battle. Autophradates, fee¬ 
ing fuch a number armed in Grecian armour, concluded he had re¬ 
ceived the re-inforcement, of which he had been informed: and afraid 
to hazard a battle at fo great a difadvantage, broke up his camp, and., 
retreated. 


CHAP. XV. 

XERXES. 

XERXES, having, undertaken an expedition againft Greece, en¬ 
gaged a number of nations in the enterprile; by propagating a report; 
that he had gained over fome of the principal Greeks, to betray the 
country to him. Suppofmg therefore they were marching not to fub- 
due a country, but to take poffeffion, they were eafdy prevailed on 
:o join the confederacy. And many of the Barbarian ftates voluntarily, 
offered themfelves as allies. 

2. Some Greek fpies having been apprehended in the camp, Xerxes, 
inftead of punching them, oidcred them to be conduced through every 
par tof it, and Ihewn all his forces. He then bade them go back, and 
tell the Greeks what they had feen, and who it was that (hewed it them. 

3. While Xerxes lay at anchor near Abydos, waiting to inter¬ 
cept the Grecian fleets; a fleet of ftore-lhips fell into his hands, la¬ 
den with provifions: which the Barbarians propofed to fink, with 
all the men that were on board. Xerxes however would not confent 
to it; but brought them to, and alked whither they were, bound. For 

Greece, 
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Greece, anfwered they. And fo are we, replied Xerxes: the ftore-fliips 
therefore are ours: and be gone. As foon as they reached Greece, they 
fpread univerfal terror there with the intelligence of Xerxes's invafion. 

4. To conceal the great numbers, that the Barbarians loft at Ther¬ 
mopylae, Xerxes ordered the relations of thofe that were miffing,, to go 
out in the night, and privately bury them. 

5. Xerxes not able to bring his numerous army to aft at Ther- 
mopylx, on account of the ftraitnefs of the pafs, loft a number of Per- 
fians before it: till one Ephialtes, a Trachinian, difcovered to him a 
private way acrofs the mountains; through which he detached a hun¬ 
dred thoufand men. Thefe taking a circuit round fell upon the Greci¬ 
an rear, and cut to pieces Leonidas himfelf, and every man of the little ■ 
troop he commanded. 


G H A P. XVI. 

A R T A! X E R X E S. 

ARTAXERXES difpatched Tithrauftus to feife Tifapherues: arid 
charged him with two letters, one to Tifaphernes himfelf, invefting . 
him with the command of the expedition againft the Greeks; and ano¬ 
ther to Arisus, directing him to affift Tithrauftus in apprehending 
him. As foon as Arkeus, who then refided at Colafe, a city of 
Phrygia, had read the letter, he fent to Tifaphernes, defiring .a con¬ 
ference with him on bulinefs of importance, and particularly on fome 
matters of concern relative to Greece. Entertaining no fulpicion of 
any defigns being formed-agninft him, he left Ills forces at Sardis; and 
attended by a body of three-hundred Arcadians and Milefians inftantly 
repaired to Arkeus: where after his journey he laid afide his feimitar, 
and went into the bath. Arisus with his fervants rallied fuddenly 

upon. 
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upon him, and feifed him ; then put him into a covered carriage, and 
delivered him up to Tithrauftus: who conveyed him to Celaenae, there 
ftruck off his head, and carried it to the king. Artaxerxes lent it to 
his mother Parafatis, who had long wilhed to fee the death of Cyrus 
revenged on Tifaphemes. Nor did the mothers and wives of all the 
Greeks, who had followed Cyrus, exprefs lefs fatisfaCtion at the pu- 
ni foment of a man; that had with fo great treachery circumvented 
their fons and hulbands. 

2. Artaxerxes by every means endeavoured to promote wars 
amongft the Greeks; , and was always ready to alfift the conquered 
.party: for by throwing in afftftance to the weaker power, he placed 
them on a nearer equality 5 and thereby the more effectually exhaufted 
the victor’s ftrength. 


CHAP. XVII. 

OCHD 3, 

AFTER the death of Artaxerxes, Ochus his fon, fenfible that he 
fhould not immediately have that influence over his fubjeCts, which his 
father had, prevailed on the eunuchs, his chamberlain, and the captain 
of his guard, to conceal his death for the fpace of ten months. And 
in the mean time he wrote circular letters in his father’s name, and 
fealed them with the royal fignet, commanding all his fubjeCts to ac¬ 
knowledge Ochus as their king, and as fuch to pay him obedience. 
The mandate was univerfally complied with: when Ochus acknow¬ 
ledged his father’s death; and ordered a general mourning for him.ac¬ 
cording to the .cuftora of Periia, 


CHAP. 
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chap, xvirr. 

TISAPHERNE3, 

TISAPHERNES affefted a particular friendlhip with Clearclius, 
admitted him to his female parties, and pretended to treat him wit'll 
lingular refpeft. The fame regard he alfo profefled for the other Gre¬ 
cian generals; and fent them an invitation: which- was accepted by 
Pro.xenus the Boeotian, Menon the Theffalian, Agis the Arcadian,- 
and Socrates the Achaian, who, attended by twenty captains of com¬ 
panies, and two hundred foldiers, were introduced to him. The ge¬ 
nerals Tifaphernes. fent in chains to. the king} and maffacredall the' 
reft. 

2. Tisaphernes meditated a defign of invading Miletnm,-ancE 
feifing all the deferters, that had taken refuge there. But being at the’ 
time unprepared for fuch. an expedition, he induftrioufly propagated' 
the report of his having it in contemplation: fo that the Milefians re¬ 
moved all their property from the country into the city. And as foorr 
as he was really prepared for the enterprife, he pretended to drop it,. 
and. dilbanded his army; but with private orders for no foldier to re¬ 
move to any conliderable diftance. As foon as the Milefians faw his 
army dilbanded; weary of ■ having been fo long in a ftate of imprifon- 
ment in the city, they ventured out'into the country as pleafure in¬ 
vited, or bufinefs called them. When inftantly collefting His forces, 
he furprifed them, difperfed up and down in their, fields and vineyardjj 
and put all he met to the fword,. 
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CHAP. XIX. 

PHARNABAZUS. 

PHARNABAZUS having preferred charges of mifdemeanour againft 
Lyfander, the Lacedaemonians fent him letters of recall from Alia. 
'When Lylander importuned him, to be.lefs fevere in his reprefentation 
of his conduct, Phamabazus promifed he would: and addrefled a letter 
to the Lacedaemonians, of the purport Lyfander defired. But at the 
fame time he privately wrote another letter, giving a veiy different ac¬ 
count. In fealing the letter, he contrived to flip that which he had 
.privately written, and which was in lhape exaftly the fame with that 
Lyfander had defired, in the place of the other; and gave it into his 
hand. On his return to Lacedaemon, Lyfander, as the cuftom was, 
delivered his letter to the Ephori: which as foon as they had read, 
they Ihewed him; obferving at the fame time that there was no room 
for any defence, the very letter, which he himfelf produced, con- 
..demmng him, 

CHAP. XX. 

GLOS. 

GLOS, while on an expedition againft Cyprus, fufpeftingthe Gra- 
■cians that were in his fervice of having endeavoured to prejudice him 
with the Greeks in Ionia, to difcover his enemies, ordered a veffd 
to fail for Ionia. The mailer delayed for fone days the failing of the 
Ihip, under pretence of manning and victualling it; but in reality to give 
-every one, who might be inclined to write, time to fend letters by it to 

their 
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their refpe&ive friends. As foon as the fliip had cleared the harbour, the 
mafter put to land at a particular point according to Glofs’s directions : 
where he met him, and received all the letters that had been delivered 
1o him for Ionia. In thole he difeovered, who were the perfons inimical 
to his interefts; whom he forbore to punilh immediately, but took the 
carlieft opportunities that offered to get rid of them. 

C H A P. XXI. 

DATAMES. 

DAT AMES, finding himfelf exceedingly prefled by his men for 
their arrears of pay, convened his troops, and harangued them : .allur¬ 
ing them that, at a place diftant only three days march, he had great 
treafures. Thither therefore, laid he, my lads, let us march with all 
expedition. From the confidence with which he declared it, the army 
believed the faff: and immediately begun their march. When he came 
within one day’s diftance of it, he ordered them to halt, and reft them- 
felves: while, taking with him fbme mules and camels, he repaired to 
a temple, decorated with the wealth of the country. There he received 
thirty talents of filver, which on the camels and mules he carried to the 
army; having firft filled with it a few vafes, and taken a great number 
of others of the fame fhape and fize, that he pretended to be full. Up¬ 
on his return to the army, he fliewed the full vafes to the foldiers; who 
delighted at the fight gave him credit for what he laid of all the reft. 
But he told them, that before he could make a diftribution to each, he 
muft go to Amifus to have the bullion coined into money. Amifus 
being many days march from thence, and a place very incommodious 
to winter in; the troops difeovered no difpofition to fuch a march, and 
N n troubled 
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troubled him the whole winter with no more importunities for their ar- 

2. Datames had formed a detign againft the Sinopians : but they 
having a very ftrong fleet, and he none, nor any carpenters to build 
him one, be entered into a clofe alliance with them: and promifed to 
lay fiege to Seftos, a place moft hoftile to them, and put it into their 
hands. The Sinopians were delighted with the propofal; and, in pro- 
lecuting the enterprife, deured to atfift him with whatever he might 
want. He told them he had plenty both of money and men; and that 
all he wanted was machines, catapults, battering rams, and teftudos; 
which would be necelfary in carrying on the fiege, and with which he 
was altogether unprovided. The Sinopians immediately furnilhed him 
with all the builders and carpenters they had : whom he employed in 
building Ihips, as well as machines; and having by this means pro¬ 
cured a naval force, inftead of Seftos he attacked Sinope. 

3. Datames crofted the Euphrates, having made war on the grand 
monarch, and penetrated into his territories; who marched againft him 
in great force : but his army being ill fupplied with provifions, he was 
much retarded in his march. Datames in the mean time by the dif¬ 
ficulty of procuring forage for fo numerous a body of troops obliged to 
make a precipitate retreat before the formidable force, that was brought 
into the field againft him, directed his march to the neareft point of the 
river he could gain: where he linked two carriages a-breaft, and to them 
fattened two more; and on the bottom of the circumference of the 
wheels nailed broad boards, to keep them from finking in the mud. He. 
then ordered fome of the ftouteft men in his army to fv/im the river, 
and lead after them a number of the ftrongeft horfes that could be picked 
out. to the horfes the carriages, on which he placed his baggage, were fatt¬ 
ened by ropes; and his men thruft them into the river, thofe who were 

before,. 
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before, and the horfes at the fame time drawing them forwards. In 
this manner he eroded the river without lofs; and, having gained ten 
days march of the king, effected a fafe retreat. 

4. Da tames having received intelligence, a Ihort time before an 
engagement was intended to take place, that defigns were formed againft 
him by fame of his own foldiers, changed armour with one of his officers: 
who wore his armour; while lie entered the battle in a borrowed fuit. 
The confpirators, miftaking the perfon who wore the royal armour for 
the king, in their attempt upon him were difeovered, and taken. 

j. Having inverted Sinope, Datames received a letter from the 
king, peremptorily ordering him to raife the liege. Unwilling to have 
it fuppofed, he obejxd orders in doing it, as foon as he had read the let¬ 
ter, he paid marks of refpect to it, made a facrifice on the occafion, as 
having received from the king a lingular favour, embarked and quitted 
the enterprife. 

6. Datames, clofely purfued by Autopliradates, reached a river; 
which not daring to ford in the face of the enemy, he pretended to en¬ 
camp on the fide of it. And fixing very high and large tents in front of 
the enemy, he concealed the horfe and baggage behind them: order¬ 
ing his men not to unhamefs a horfe, or take off a bridle; and the 
foldiers, not to difarm themfelves. The enemy, when they faw Data¬ 
mes encamped, halted, and encamped againft him: took their horfes 
from the carriages, and put them to their fodder; and begun to pre¬ 
pare their fuppers. Datames, his hoifcs, men, and every thing inrea- 
dinefs for croffing the river, as foon as he faw the enemy thus difpofed 
of, began his paffage over it: which, while the adverfary were collect¬ 
ing their fcattered troops, forming their lines, getting ready their horfes, 
and arming themfelves, he fafely effe&ed. 

7. In the midft of an engagement, a tribune, having deferted from 
the left wing to the enemy with a body of horfe, threw the foot into 

N n- 2 con- 
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conlternarion: when Datames, running up to the difpirited troops, bade 
them preferve their ranks, and prepare for an attack; for the horfe had 
by his orders rr.3de that movement, in order to take their opportunity 
of fupporting the attack of the infantry. The foot believed him; and, 
to fnatch the victory from the cavalry, in a clofe firm body vigoroufly 
attacked the enemy, and defeated them: nor were they apprifed of the 
revolt of the horfe, till they had obtained the victory. 

CHAP. XXII. 

C O S I N G A S. 

THE generals of the Caeroniar.s and Scaeboans, nations of Thrace, 
were chofen from among the prielts of Juno. And Cofingas, accord¬ 
ing to the inftitution of the country, was elected their prieft and gene¬ 
ral : whom the army however on fome difguft refufed to obey. To reduce 
to order this refractory fpirit that pervaded the troops, Cofingas built.a 
number of long ladders; fattening them to one another: and propa¬ 
gated a report; that he had refolved to climb up to heaven, and inform 
Juno of the difobedience of. the Thracians. Stupid and ridiculous as 
thofe people notorioufly are, they were terrified with the idea of their 
general's intended journey, and the confequent wrath of heaven 5 im¬ 
plored him to drop his refolution, and engaged themfelves by an oath 
implicitly to obey all his future commands. 
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CHAP. XXIII. 

MAUSOLUS. 

MAUSOLUS king of Caria, having occafion for more money than 
he could venture to raife on his fubjefts, alfembled his friends, and pre¬ 
tended his apprehenfions that the grand monarch intended toftrip him 
of his dominions. He produced to them his treafures, gold, and filver, 
his horfcs, jewels, and whatever he had of value ; which he faid he 
meaned to fend to the king, requefting him to permit him to enjoy his 
hereditary territories. His friends, believing the reality of his fituation 
according to his reprefentation of it, the fame day fent him treafures. 
to immenfe amount. 

2. In order to make himfelFmailer of Latmus, a city llrongly for¬ 
tified, Maufolus pretended a defire to cultivate aftrift alliance with the 
Latmians. And with that view he reftored to them the hoftages, Hi- 
drieus had taken : and compofed his guard of Latmians; as men, on 
whofe fidelity he could place molt dependence. In whatever they wifiied, 
he made a point to oblige them : and having thus bound them to his 
interefl, he requefted them to fend him three hundred men as guards for 
his perfon; pretending bufmefs, that required his prefence at Pygela, 
and that he was apprehenfive of the finifter defigns of Phytus the Ephe- 
fian. They immediately fent him the complement required 5 with which, 
and other forces he had in readinefs, he marched to Latmus, on his route 
to Pygela. The citizens all came out, to fee the army pafs: when a 
body of troops, which he had by night placed in ambufh, {allied out, 
and poflefled themfelves of the city; deferted by its inhabitants, and the 
gates left wide open. Maufolus then took a circuit round, entered, 
with all his forces, and added it to his dominions. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. XXIV. 

BORGES. 

BORGES by the great monarch had been appointed governor of 
Eion, a city fituated on the river Strymon : which was clofely befieged 
by the Greeks. Having bravely held out to the lafl extremity, and find¬ 
ing he could no longer defend the city, he determined not to facrificc 
to the enemy his truft; but fet fire to it, and with his wife, and children, 
perilhed in tire flames. 


CHAP. XXV. 

DROMICH.ETES. 

DROMICHvETES was king of Thrace, and Lyfimachus of Ma- 
•cedon: when the Macedonian made war on Thrace; again!! whom 
Dromichstes employed the following ftratagem. ./Ethis, his general, 
pretended to refent fome infult of the Thracian prince; and deferted 
to Lyfimachus: who trailing to his fidelity, gave himfelf up to his 
diredion; till he had brought the Macedonian army into fuch a fitua- 
tion, that they had at once to contend with famine, third:, and a pow¬ 
erful enemy. Dromichstes in this fituation took his opportunity to 
attack them : defeated the Macedonians with great daughter, and took 
Lyfimachus priloner. The Macedonian army is reported to have amount¬ 
ed to a hundred thoufand men. 
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CHAP. XXVI. 

ARIOBARZANES. 

ARIOBARZANES was by Autophradates blocked up in Adramyt- 
tiura by fea and land: when wanting a fupply both of ftores and men, 
which, the enemy fo clof^ly watched him, he could not get intro¬ 
duced, he directed Pteleuntes, who commanded the garrifon in a neigh¬ 
bouring illand, to open a correfpondcnce with Autophradates, and pre¬ 
tend a readinefs to betray to him his truft. Agreeably to fuch pro- 
pofal, Autophradates ordered the fleet to fail, and take pofleflion of the 
ifland. An ample fupply of ftores and men were in the mean time • 
thrown into Adramyttium: and the fleet returned to their ftation,, 
without having effefted any thing againft the ifland. 

CHAP. XXVII. 

AUTOPHRADATES. 

AUTOPHRADATES, having undertaken an expedition intoPifidia, 
marched his army to a defile; which he found the enemy had fecured, 
and that, without expoiing himfelf to great lofs, he would not be able 
to pafs it. He therefore retreated about fix furlongs back. And as 
foon as night came on, the Pifidians, who had obfervecl his retreat,. 
quitted alfo their poft: when Autophradates with his light-armed 
troops by an expeditious march palled the defile; and, followed by the 
reft of his army, penetrated into Pifidia, and laid the whole country 
under contribution. 

2. Autophradates, obferving the Ephefians, who were en¬ 
camped 
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camped oppofite to him, leifurely walking about, and amufing them- 
felves, propofed a conference with the Epheiian chiefs; which they 
accordingly accepted. And while he was thus engaged with them, the 
generals of his cavalry and heavy-armed troops, according to the orders 
he had given them, fuddenly attacked the Ephefians; difpcrfed in ftrag- 
gling parties, and unprepared for action-; part of whom were cut to 
pieces, and the reft made prifoners. 

3. To induce the mercenaries to take the field, Autophradates pro¬ 
cured a report to be propagated; that his pretended expedition was in 
reality no more than a general mutter of his troops, in order to find 
pretence for abridging of their pay all who fltould not make their ap¬ 
pearance, and be ready in arms. The men therefore all armed, and 
attended; exprefiing great alacrity for action. Autophradates imme¬ 
diately marched them out; convincing them, the review they had been 
taught to expect was ngainft a real enemy in the field. 

CHAP. XXVIII. 

A R S A B E S. 

THE Barcaeans, befieged by Arfabes, fent an embafly to him with 
propofals of peace: which he granted them, and in confirmation of it, 
according to the Perfian cuftom, gave diem his hand. He then raifed 
the fiege, recommended to them a clofe alliance with the king againft 
Greece, and propofed to them to fumifli him with a number of car¬ 
riages which he wanted for his Grecian expedition. Agreeable to his 
propol'al, they fent fome of their chiefs to him to concert meafures for 
the expedition: whom he courteoufly received, and made a magnificent 
entertainment for them. He alfo opened a market to all the Barcsans, 
where in vaft proMon tilings of every kind were expofed to fale. 

They 
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They accordingly in great numbers came out to'purchafe: when the 
Perfians, on a fignal given, poffeffed themfelves of the gates, rulhed 
into the city, and plundered it ; putting all to the fword, who at¬ 
tempted to make any refiftance. 

2. Arsabes having revolted from the king, and become mafter of 
the greater Phrygia, took the field againft his generals. When having 
received intelligence, that his own general of the horfe was in the in- 
tereft of his enemies; and had engaged, as foon as they came to aftion, 
to defert to them: he went to his tent in the night, and ordered him 
to be examined by torture. As foon as a full confeffion of the fa£t had 
been made, Arfabes commanded his arms and regimentals, as well as 
thofe of all the cavalry who were privy to the confpiracy, to be in- 
ftantly taken from them; and others to be accoutred in them, on whofe 
fidelity he could depend. And thofe he ordered, as foon as they faw 
the enemy make the fignal for a revolt, to obey it, pafs over to them, 
and fall into their rear. The plan being thus fettled, Arfabes vigor- 
oufly attacked them in front; the cavalry at the fame time, who had 
obeyed the given fignal, inftead of alfifting, fell upon their rear; the 
ranks were inftantly broken, and a general rout enfued, 

CHAP. XXIX. 

MITHRIDATES. 

THE king ordered Mithridates to take Datames, who had revolted, 
either alive, or dead. With this view Mithridates pretended alfo to re¬ 
volt ; and offered to join Datames. But that cautious general defired to 
fee fome proofs of his revolt by commencement of hoftilities againft the 
king, before he trufted his profeffions. Mithridates accordingly begun 
to ravage the country; he levelled his forts with the ground, burned his 
O o villages, 
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villages, raifed contributions, and plundered his fubjecb. Having taken 
fuch a decided part againft the royal intereft, the two generals agreed 
upon a conference, at which they were to meet unarmed. But Mithri- 
dates in the fpot appointed for their meeting had privately concealed a 
number of daggers, which he had hid up and down in the ground, pri¬ 
vately marking the places where he had concealed them. After they had 
amicably walked about, and fpent a confiderable time in conference; 
Datames tod; his leave, and they parted: when Mithridates, haftily 
catching up one of the daggers, which he' concealed under his left arm, 
called back Datames 5 as having fomething farther to fay, which he had 
forgot. He accordingly returned: and Mithridates, pointing to a 
mountain, told him it would be proper to fecure that poll; at which 
while Datames was very intently looking, Mithridates plunged the 
dagger into his breall. 

2. Mithridates had taken refuge in a city of Paphlagonia; 
where being clofely purfued, he in the night ftripped the houfes of their 
furniture, vafes, and whatever was valuable, and fcattered them indif- 
criminately about the ftreets: he then left the city, and made the bell 
of his way. When his purfuers the next morning entered the city, 
and law vafes and other things of value fcattered about the ftreets j 
they immediately fell to plundering. And though their generals or¬ 
dered them not to Hop, but with all expedition to purfue their march: 
they refufed to forego for any expectations a certain advantage which 
they had at hand. Mithridates, having thus gained confiderable ground 
of them, effeiled his efcape. 
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CHAP. XXX. 

M E M P S IS. 

MEMPSIS had been, obliged to retreat before Arikeus, who had 
made war on him; but at laft determined not to be blocked up in his 
city. With this purpofe he brought out whatever was valuable: his 
wives, his children, and his treafures he placed without the walls; 
and deftroyed the gates. Aribceus faw in his conduft the marks of 
defperation; and drew off his army: not judging it advifable to engage 
an enemy, thus devoted to death, or determined on victory. 

CHAP. XXXI. 

CERSOBLEPTES. 

SOME of the relations of Cerfobleptes, after having embezzled 
confiderable firms of money, revolted from him. He afterwards how¬ 
ever found means to recall them to their duty: and, to detach them 
. from each other, he gave them feparate governments of cities. After 
fome time had palled, he fent orders to have them feifed on pretence of 
the money they had embezzled, expelled them from their cities, and 
confifcatcd their eftates. 
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CHAP. XXXII. 

S E U T H E S. 

SEUTHES, general of the cavalry to Cerfobleptes, at a time of 
great diftrefs for money, fent orders to every hulbandman, to fow as 
much land as would require fivebulhels of feed. And the great quantity 
of com, that was from fuch an increafe of tillage produced, he carried 
down to the fea; and fold it at fomewhat lefs than a market price: 
which immediately threw into the treafury a very confiderahle fura. 

CHAP. XXXIII. 

ARTABAZUS. 

ARTABAZUS had befieged a city, which Timoxenus the Si- 
cyonian agreed to betray to him. Their correlpondence was caried on 
by a letter fixed to an arrow, which was fliot at a particular place; 
and the anfwer by another arrow returned. 

2. Having fufpected Pammenes of holding a correfpondence with 
the enemy, Artabazus fent for him on pretence of making largelfes, 
and diftributing com to the troops. But as loon as he entered the 
camp; he ordered him to be feifed, and delivered up to his brothers 
Oxythres and Dibichis. 

3. Artabazus the fon of Phamaces, having efcaped from Platsea, 
came to Theflaly: where when queftioned by the ThelTalians concern¬ 
ing the battle, afraid to acknowledge the defeat the Perlian army had 
fullained, he replied, he was on his way into Thrace, charged with 
fe cret dilpatches from the king. Mardonius foon after followed him, 

with 
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with the new3 of the vi&oij he had obtained. Artabazus however had 
got out of Theffaly, before the event of the battle was known. 

CHAP. XXXIV. 

ARYANDES. 

ARYANDES, having befieged Barcasum, in the night opened a 
foffe before the walls 5 over which he placed fome beams of wood, and 
covered them with a little earth. Some time afterwards he propofed 
overtures of peace to the Barcasans; and concluded a treaty with them 
upon the foffc he had made: where he fwore to adhere to the condi¬ 
tions of it, as long as the ground he flood on continued. The treaty 
thus concluded, the Barcaeans opened their gates. When the foldiers 
of Aryandes broke up the foffe; and the ground, on which the par¬ 
ties flood when they formed the treaty, no longer remaining, made- 
themfelves mafters of the city. 

CHAP. XXXV. 

BRENNUS. 

BRENNUS king of the Gauls, in order to induce them to engage 
in an expedition againft Greece, convened an aflembly of men and wo¬ 
men, and ordered fome Grecian prifoners to be produced to them, of 
mean perfons, and infirm in body, with their heads fhaven, and fliab- 
bily dreft. And by them he placed fome Gauls; flout handfome men, 
accoutred with Gallic armour. Then addreffing the affembly, fuchas 
thefe, faid he, are the men we march into the field; and fuch, as thofe 
you fee, are the enemies, with whom we have to contend. By thefe means 

the 
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the Gsuls were brought to conceive fucb a contempt for the Greeks, 
that they readily olFered to fcrve in an expedition againft them, 

a. Whes the Gallic army marched into Greece; Brennus, feeing 
the gold ftatucs at Delphos, fent for fome Delphian captives, and alked 
them by an interpreter, if thofe ftatues were folid gold. Being informed 
they were only brafs, covered with a thin plating of gold; he told them, 
he would certainly execute any of them, that Ihould propagate fuch a 
report: and ordered them therefore, whenever they were alked about 
it, to alfert the contrary, and to fay they were all gold. Then fending 
for fome of his generals, he in their prefence again alked the prifoners 
the fame queftion, he had already put to them j who, as they had been, 
directed, replied they were all real gold. This intelligence he ordered 
the generals to communicate to the army; that the prolpect of fo much, 
wealth might fpirit them up by conqueft to obtaiu it. 

CHAP. XXXVI. 

MYGDONIUS. 

MYGDONIUS, when clofely belieged, and in great diltrefs forpro- 
viiions, directed parcels of Itones, and earth, to be brought into the 
market place; which he made up into mafles with clay, and covered 
them over with com, fome with wheat, and others with barley. He 
alfo ordered fome of the largeft and fatteft mules, that could be picked 
out, to be turned out of the city. Then difpatching a herald into the 
enemy’s camp, he delired a deputation might be fent to treat of a ran- 
fom for the mules, and whatever other property the citizens might have 
loft. As foon as the deputies arrived, they were introduced into the 
forum ; where Mygdonius attended them. And feeing there vaft heaps 
of wheat, and barley, and hearing orders given to fervants to meafure 
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oat great quantities of com in other places alfo, on. their return they 
gave the enemy an account of the large ftores, with which the town 
was provided: who, in confirmation of the report, coufidering the fat- 
nefsof the mules, concluded there was little profpeft of reducing the 
town by diftrefs; and therefore raifed the fiege. 

CHAP. XXXVII. 

PARISADES. 

PARISADES, king of Pontus, ufed on different occafions three dif¬ 
ferent dreffes: one, when he reviewed his troops > another in time of 
action: and a third, when he was obliged to fly. The reafons he af- 
figned for this cuftom were thefe : at a review he wifhed to be known 
by every individual in his army; in aftion he wifhed not to be known 
by the enemy; and when he was obliged to fly, he defired to be known 
by no one. 


CHAP. XXXVIII. 

S E U T H E S. 

WHILE the Athenians in petty incurfions ravaged the maritime 
country at Cherronefus; Seuthes took into pay two thoufand light¬ 
armed Get®: whom he ordered, in the face of the enemy, to ravage 
the country, as they did; wafting it with fire, and attacking with darts 
and arrows the people on the walls. The Athenians from thofe hoftile 
motions doubted not, but they were enemies of the Thracians; dis¬ 
embarked in order to join them, and boldly marched up to the walls. 
Seuthes immediately Tallied out of the city againft them: and the 

Get®, 
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Getas, advancing as it were to their affiftance, fell upon their rear. 
Thus attacked on one fide by the Thracians, and by the Getse on 
another, they were molt of them cut to pieces. 

CHAP. XXXIX. 

C H E I L E S. 

CHEILES, with fafety to rid himfelf of three thoufand Perfians, 
who had been concerned in a revolt, pretended to have received a threat¬ 
ening letter from Seleucus; but told them, by their afliftance he hoped 
to bring him to reafon. To concert meafures for this purpofe, he 
propofed to them, to aflemble at Randa, a town not far dillant; where 
he engaged to meet them. In a dofe low way near the town is a lake: 
where Cheiles polled three hundred Macedonian and Thracian horfe, 
and three thoufand heavy-armed troops; whom he ordered, as foon as 
they faw an iron target thrown up, to fally forth and cut the Perfians 
to pieces. The Perfians aflembled according to appointment: and the 
plan, which Cheiles had laid, was fo effeftually executed j that not a 
man of them efcaped the general nialfacre. 

CHAP. XL. 

B O R Z U S. 

BORZUS, having received information of a confpiracy being form¬ 
ed againft him by three thoufand Perfians, difeharged, and banilhed 
them to a place in Perfia, called Comaftos; whither they were conducted 
under a ftrong guard. The country abounded in villages, was very po¬ 
pulous, and the roads were well accommodated with inns. In the towns. 
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where they were lodged, fome taking up their quarters in one inn, and 
forae in another; the inn-keepers were commanded by the guard, that 
attended them, and who furrounded the towns, every man to kill his 
lodgers; who accordingly made them drunk* and executed their oiders. 
Thus were three thoufand murdered in the night, and buried, without 
tumult or confulion. 


CHAP. XLI. 

SURENAS. 

CRASSUS, after an ignominious defeat he had received from the 
Parthians, having retreated to the mountains, Surciias general of the 
Parthians fearing left he fhould rally his forces, and in dei'peration 
return to the charge, fent a herald to inform him; that the great mo¬ 
narch was ready to enter into a treaty of peace with him, and that 
having convinced the Romans of the Parthian courage, he was ready 
now to convince them of their humanity. Craflus fufpe&ed defign, 
and was unwilling to treat with him: but the foldiers, whofe fpirits 
were deprefled and broken, clalhing their arms, infilled on his com¬ 
pliance with the Barbarian’s propofal. In filent forrow he accordingly 
fet out for the Parthian camp on foot: when Surenas, who affected to 
treat him with great refpeft, fent him a horfe richly caparifoned; 
which he was defired to mount. The Barbarian groom then gave the 
horfe a prick; which made him fpring forwards: and he would have 
run with Craflus, as was intended, into the midft of the Parthian 
army, had not Octavius, one of his lieutenants, who perceived the 
defign, caught hold on the reins; as did alfo Petronius a Chiliarch. 
Octavius immediately drew his fword, and killed the groom on the 
fpot: and was himfclf flain by a Parthian. Another at the fame time 
P p fell 
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fell upon CrafTus, cut off his head and right hand, and carried them to 
Herod, the grand monarch of the Parthians. The king was at that 
time engaged at an entertainment: where Jafon the Trallian was acting 
the Bacchs of Euripides. The tragedian had juft repeated this verfe; 

“ A new Ikinned calf we from the mountains bring, 

“ Bleft ipoil;”— 

when they arrived with the head of Craffus, and brought it to the king. 
All was immediately clapping and acclamation: and Exathres jumping 
up obferved, the verle was moft appofite to the occafion. The circum- 
ftance gave a new zeft to the royal banquet: the king remunerated 
the bearer with a handfome prefent; and gave the tragedian a talent. 

CHAP. XLIL 

THE CELTS. 

THE Celts having been engaged in a long war with the Autoriatae, 
and nothing decilive effected on either fide; they poifoned their provi- 
fions and wine with noxious herbs, and fuddenly in the night left their 
camp in confufion. The Autoriatae, fuppofing.they had confcious of 
their inferiority made a precipitate retreat, took poffeflion of their 
camp; and rioted on the ftores they found there: but were prefently 
feifed with violent cholics; and in that condition the Celtse fur- 
prifed, and flew them. 
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CHAP. XLIII. 

THE THRACIANS. 

THE Thracians engaged the Bceotians at the lake Copais, and 
were defeated: they then retreated to Helicon; and made a truce with 
the Bceotians for a certain number of days, to give time for fettling the 
conditions of peace. In reliance on their late victory, and the faith of 
the truce, the Boeotians celebrated a facrifice in honour of Minerva Ito- 
nia. But at night while intent on their ceremony, and engaged in the 
entertainment, the Thracians armed, and attacked them; cut many of 
them to pieces, and took a great number prifoners. The Bceotians af¬ 
terwards charged them with a breach of the truce: which the Thracians 
denied j aflerting that the terms of the truce exprdfed a certain number 
of days, but not a fyllable concerning the nights. 

CHAP. XLIV. 

THE SCYTHIANS. 

THE Scythians, previous to an engagement with the Tribali, or¬ 
dered their hulbandmen and horfe-keepers, as foon as they faw them 
engaged, to Ihew themfelves at a diftance with as great a number of 
horfes as they could colled. The Tribali on a diftant view of fuch a 
number of men and horfes, and the duft they railed, fuppofing them a 
frelh body of Scythians advancing to the affiftance of their countrymen, 
quitted the field, and abandoned themfelves to flight. 

2. While the Scythians were engaged in the Afiatic war, the wo¬ 
men, confidering themfelves as deferted by their hulbands, had children 
Pp 2 by 
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by their flaves ; who, on the return of their matters, determined to dif- 
pute with them the property they poffeffed. They accordingly took the 
field; and advanced in arms, to give them battle. When a Scythian, 
fearing left if once engaged defperation might make them brave, advif- 
ed; that they fhould lay down their arms and bows, and advance againft 
their flaves with whips in their hands. The idea was embraced : and 
the flaves, confounded with the confcioufnefs of their fervitude, imme¬ 
diately threw down their arms, and fled. 

CHAP. XLV. 

THE PERSIANS. 

THE Perfians, fufpecting the Samians and Milefians of finifter 
defigns, potted them by themfelves on the heights of Mycale, on pre¬ 
tence of their being well acquainted with the country: but in reality, 
to prevent them from infeeling the reft of the Greeks. 

2. When the Perfians under Cyrus engaged the Medes ; -Shares a 
fatrap of Perfia fled the field, and the aimy followed him. The Per- 
fian women, informed of the defeat, marched out in a body, and met 
the fugitives: and, lifting up their robes, called out to them, Whither 
would you fly r Will ye hide yourfelves here, from whence ye came ? 
The women’s reproof ftruck the Perfians with confcious lhame. They 
returned to the charge; and defeated die enemy. 
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CHAP. XL VI. 

THE TAURI. 

IT was a cuftom with the Tauri, a people of Scythia, always before 
a battle to dig ditches, throw up mounds, and render the ground im- 
paflable behind: that confcious of their retreat being thus cut off, they- 
might know no alternative, but vi&ory, or death. 

CHAP. XL VII. 

THE PALLENIANS. 

THE Pallenians, when they failed from Troy on their return home, 
touched at Phlegra. And while the men were engaged in little excui- 
fions in the country, the captive Trojan women, tired with the voyage, 
and apprehenfive of the ill treatment they might experience from the 
Grecian dames, at the mitigation of Euthria, the filler of Priam, fet 
fire to tire fleet. The Grecians, thus become deftitute of Slipping, pof- 
feil'ed themfelves of the region of Scione: in which they built a city, 
and inftead of Phlegra called the country Pallcne.® 

* See a fimilar account of another party of Trojans: Book VIII. Ch. XXV. Strat. II. 
which is noticed by Plutarch ami Dionyfius of Halicarnafliis; as this of the Pallenenfcs io 
by Thucydides. 
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CHAP. XL VIII. 

I-I A X X I 3 A L. 

HANNIBAL having laid f.cge to Salmstis, a great and opulent city 
in Iberia, agreed v.ith the inhabitants to raife the fiege on payment of 
three hundred talents of filver, and the deliver/ of three hundred hoft- 
ages. The Salmatians aftenvards refilled to make good the terras of then- 
agreement. In confequence of which Hannibal detached a body of troops 
to plunder the town. The Barbarians then petitioned him for permil- 
fion to leave the city, with their wives, and only the cloaths they wore ; 
ffipulating to leave behind them their Haves, arms, and treafures. The 
women accordingly inarched out with their hulbands, each carrying 
concealed a dagger in her bofom. The foldiers immediately entered the 
town, and fell to plundering. When the women gave_their hulbands 
the daggers j who re-entered the city, and, fome of the women with 
drawn IWords attending them, attacked the plunderers, feifed fome, and 
drove the reft out of the city. Hannibal, in refpeft to the refolution 
of the women, reftored to them their hoftages, their country, and pro¬ 
perty. 


CHAP. XLIX. 

THE TYRRHENIAN WOMEN. 

THE Tyrrhenians, who inhabited Lemnos and Imbros, having 
been expelled from their pofieflions by the Athenians, landed at Tsena- 
rus: and ferved as auxiliares to the Spartans in the Eilotic war. For 
this fervice they were prefen ted with the freedom of the ftate, and per- 
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niidion to intermarry with them. But in being excluded from the 
fenate, and all offices of trail, they were confidered as diffatisfied; and 
being afterwards fufpe&ed of defigns againft the Rate, the Lacedaemo¬ 
nians threw them into prifon. Thither their wives repaired, and rc- 
quefted leave of the guards to vilit and converfe with their hufbands. 
They were accordingly admitted: when they changed drefles with them; 
and in- the evening difguifed in the women's cloaths, the men made 
their efcape;. while the women remained in prifon in their hufband's 
drefles, prepared for any event.. Nor did the men forget, or defert then- 
wives j but poffefled themfelves ofTaygetus, and engaged the Eilots to 
a revolt. The Lacedaemonians, apprehenfive that ferious confequencss 
might enfue, fent an embaflywith powers to fettle the controverfy;, 
and reftored to them their wives. They alfo fupplied them with money, 
and fliipsand fent.them out as a Lacedaemonian.colony. 

CHAP. L. 

THE CELTS; 

THE Celts, long harraffed with civil wars; had taken the field' 
againft each other, and were juft advancing to battle: when their- 
wives, rulhing into the field, threw themfelves between the two- 
armies, and intreated them to lay afide their mutual animofities. At the 
inftance of the women the battle was fufpended: and the dilputes of 
the different parties in the end were happily and. amicably adjufted. 
Throughout the towns and villages of the Celts ever after, on any con- 
fultation upon peace, or war, concerning either themfelves or their 
allies, the opinion of the women is always taken. And in their 
treaties with Hannibal it was ipecified, that if the Celts Ihould 
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have any charge to offer againft any of the Carthaginians, the v.f- 
pute fhould be referred to their generals and commanders of h 
but if the Carthaginians had any charge to urge againft any of ' ad 
Celts, it fhould be referred to the determination of the Celtic women. 
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BOOK VIII. 

P R O OE MIU M. 

This Eighth Book of Stratagems I addrefs to your moll 
facred majefties, Antoninus and Verus. And having with it finifhed the 
colleftion I promifed, I have only to wilh to you fuccefs in the wars, 
in which you are at prefent engaged, equal to your military merits, 
and to myfelf your favourable opinion, that amidft my civil employs I 
have devoted my leifure hours to fuch purfuits, as may ferve the Ro¬ 
man empire, and the Greeks, in conducing wars, and regulating 
treaties of peace. What is won in the field, mull be fecured in the 
cabinet: and he, that excels in both, deferves immortal glory, and his 
country’s thanks. 


CHAP. I. 

AMULIUS. 

AMULIUS and Numitor were brothers. Amulius the younger 
kept his brother in captivity, and himlelf mounted the throne of Alba. 
And to prevent Numitor, who had an only daughter Sylvia, from hav¬ 
ing any pofterity capable of revenging his ufurpation, he appointed her 
prieltefs of Vella: who in confequence of that office became devoted 
to perpetual virginity. 


QJI 
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CHAP. II. 

NUMITOL 

REMUS and Romulus, fons of Mars and Sylvia, formed a defign- 
again/! Amulius: poflefled themfelves of the citadel, and from thence 
attacked the city. Numitor, who was privy to the confpiracy, fum- 
moned the citizens: told them the enemy meaned to attack the city,, 
that Amulius had betrayed the interells of it, and fled: but bade them 
meet him in the market place. The citizens accordingly armed, and 
affembled: when Remus and Romulus, after having /lain Amulius, 
marched out of the citadel, harangued the citizens, and told them,, 
who they were, how they had been injured, and the- refolution they 
had taken to revenge the injuftice that had been done their grandfather.. 
The people applauded.the aft,, and placed Numitor on.the throne.. 

CHAP. lit 
ROMULUS. 

THE Romans being in want of wives, Romulus ordered procla¬ 
mation to be made throughout the neighbouring cities, that he intended 
a facriSce to Equeftrian Neptune; on which occafion he meaned to- 
exhibit /parts, and games, and athletic exercifes, and to reward the vic¬ 
tors with magnificent prefents.. From the towns adjacent this drew 
numbers of people of all ranks ;• men, women, and virgins. Romulus 
ftriftly ordered his people to offer no violence either to the men, or ma¬ 
trons, but on a particular iignal given to feife the virgins; and that 

not; 
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not for purpofes of lull, but to contrafil marriages with them. And 
from thefe marriages the firft Romans were born. 

2. Romulus encamped about ten furlongs from the city of the 
Fidenates, and in the night marched out his forces; forming a narrow 
front with one half of his troops: and the reft he polled in ambufli, 
having given his orders to the officers, who commanded the ambufcade. 
As foon as it was light, he advanced with his little army againft the 
gates j which he ordered his pioneers, furnilhed with hatchets and pick- 
axes, to break down. The Fidenates, enraged at his prefumption and 
temerity, opened their gates, and without any order rulhed out, and 
attacked the enemy; who llowly and in good order retreated before them. 
The Fidenates, fufpefling nothing of an ambufcade, and defpifing the 
paucity of the troops they faw, prefled clofely on him; prefuming on a 
cheap and eafy victory. The commanders of the troops that formed the 
ambufli made their men fit down clofe, fo as not to be difcovered by the 
enemy: while the Roman army continued retreating, and at a little 
diftance wheeled round them; and were purfued by the Fidenates. The 
ambufcade, as foon as the enemy had palled them, fallied out 5 and with 
a great Ihout fell upon their rear, which, already fatigued by a long pur- 
fuit, they engaged with great advantage: and thofe, who before fled, 
faced about, fnatched the palm of viftory from their purfuers, and made 
themfelves mailers of the city. 

C H A P. IV. 

N U M A. 

T 0 form the Romans to the arts of peace, Numa retired into the 
facred temple of the nymphs; and there Ihut himfelf up alone for fe- 
veral days. And from thence when he returned to the people, he pro- 
Qji 2 duced 
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duced certain oracles, which he faid had been delivered to him by the 
nymphs, and perfuaded them to receive as laws: to which they accord¬ 
ingly paid a moll implicit obfervance. And the body of thofe religious 
inftitutions, feafts, fupplications, facrifices, and ceremonies, which are 
at this day in ufe among the Romans, were framed by Numa; and by 
the people originally received as the inftitutions of the nymphs. And 
in this derice I have always thought he had an eye to Minos and Ly- 
curgus. For of thefe the one from Apollo, and the other from Jove, 
received, or at leaftprofefled to have received, the laws; which the one 
prevailed on the Lacedaemonians, and the other on the Cretans, to 
accept and obferve. 


CHAP. V. 

T U L L U S. 

IN the reign of Tullus, an engagement was fought between the 
Fidenates and the Romans; in which the Albans, who were pofted in 
the left wing of the Roman army, deferted their poll in the moment 
of aftion, and retired to the mountains. A horfeman rode full fpeed 
up to Tullus, to acquaint him with the treachery of the Albans: who 
in a loud and rdblute tone of voice immediately replied', go back to your 
poft; what the Albans have done, they have done by my order, with, 
intention to furround the enemy. On hearing this the Romans fet up. 
a loud fhout. Thar exultation ftruck terror into the Fidenates; who,, 
fufpecting the movement of the Albans, to be in reality what Tullus 
pretended, a defign to furround them, fought to elude the manoeuvre 
by a precipitate flight. 


chap: 
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CHAP. VI. 

TARQUINIUS. 

TARQUIN tired out with a long war againft the Gabii, in the 
courfe of which he had befieged their city, but had not been able to carry 
it, fcourged his youngeft fon Sextus j and fent him over to the enemy in 
the chara&er of a deferter. Seeing the marks of cruelty and ignominy, 
that he carried about him, they doubted not his fincerity, but received 
him as a friend. He made profeflions to them of great lervices againft 
his father; and performed fome. He ravaged the Roman territories, in 
frequent ikirmilhes defeated the enemy, took fome prifoners, and re¬ 
turned laden with fpoils. The Gabii convinced of his fuperior valour, 
made him general of their armies, and commander in chief. Thus in¬ 
verted with power, he privately difpatched a meffenger to his father, to 
enquire what he would have him do. Tarquin, as they were eonverling 
in the garden, ftruck off the heads of fome of the tailed: poppies: then 
turning to the meffenger he faid, tell my fon, 1 would have him do thus. 
According to his inftructions, Sextus took means to rid himfelf of the 
moft powerful of the Gabii; and, thus reduced to weaknefs, and rob¬ 
bed of its natural prote&ors, to the Romans betrayed the city. 

CHAP. VIL 

C A MIL L U S. 

WHEN Camillus commanded againft the Falerians; the mafter,. 
to whofe care the inftrufKon of the Falerian boys was committed; 
led them out of the city, under pretence of exercifing them: and de¬ 
livered 
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livered them up to die Romans. Camillus, in deteftation of the trea¬ 
chery of the pedagogue, ordered his hands to be tied behind hint; and 
thus difgraccd directed the boys to conduct him to their parents. The 
Valerians whipped him to death: and ftruck with die exemplary regard 
to juftice and duty, which Camilus had difplayed, they furrcndered them- 
felves to him without rilking a battle. Thus did he by an aft of ge- 
nerof:ty fubdtte thofe, who had proved themfelves invincible by arms. 

a. The Gauls, under the conduct of their kingBrennus, made 
themfelves mailers of R.ome; and kept polTeffion of it feven months. 
When Camillus, having collected the forces that were difperfed i:i dif¬ 
ferent parts cf the country', defeated Brennus, and recovered the city. 
Thirteen years 3t'ter the Gauls again ventured to invade the Roman ter¬ 
ritories, and encamped at the river Aniene, not far from the city. Ca- 
millus was on this occaiion a fifth time created diftator; and took the 
command of the army. Againft the broad fwords of the Gauls, with 
which they aimed their blows at die enemy’s head, he made his men 
wear light helmets; by which the fwords were foon blunted, and brok¬ 
en : and the Roman target, which was of wood, not being proof againft 
the ftroke, he direfted them to border it round with a diin plate of brafs. 
He alfo taught them the ufe of the long fpear ■, with which they engaged 
in clofe fight, and receiving the blow of the fword on their target, made 
their thruft with the ipear: while the Gallic fteel, being foft and ill- 
tempered, the edge of the fword was by means of the brafs plate foon 
turned; and the weapon became unferviceable. By this advantage in 
the arms, the Romans obtained a cheap and eafy victory; many of the 
Gauls were cut to pieces, and the reft faved themfelves by flight. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

MUCIUS. 

IN a war between the Tufcans and Romans, when Porfenna was • 
king of the Tufcans, and Poplicola, then in his third confulfhip, com¬ 
manded the Romans; Mucius, a Roman citizen of approved valour, 
formed a defign againft the life of Porfenna: and for that purpofe en¬ 
tered die Tufcan camp, imitating-the Tufcan dialed,.and habited in 
a Tufcan drefs, And, while the king was feated on his throne,- attended 
by his officers, Mucius advanced towards it; and, not knowing the 
king’s perfon plunged his fword in the bread: of one who fate near him,, 
whom he miftook for the king. He was inftantly feifed; and confelTed 
his intention, and who he was: and while the facrifice, according to 
immediate orders, was offering, for. Porfenna’s fafety, he. thru ft his 
errant hand into the fire j and with .an intrepid voice, and without 
emotion, converfed with the king, his hand in the mean time broiling 
in the flames.. On .Porfenna expreffing his aftonilhment at the intre¬ 
pidity he-difplayed, Mntius bade him not be furprifed at any extraordi¬ 
nary refolution he might fancy in him : for, faid he, there are at this 
iulant three hundred Romans, ooffefled of as much couraee and refo¬ 


lution as myfelf, draggling about your camp, and with the fame defign. 
The king gave credit to his afTertion; and, alarmed for his own fafety,, 
immediately put an end to the war. 
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CHAP. IX. 

S Y L L A. 

IN the focial war Aklinus, an officer of rank, and advanced in years, 
was murthered by fome of his own men; who fet upon him with ftones 
and dubs. Great as the offence was, Sylla neglefted to punifli it, on 
the principle cf making them behave with the greater courage in future; 
obferring, that to expiate a great offence, fo much greater difplay of 
military merit would be neteflary: which in the next engagement proved 
eventually true.' 

2. In an engagement at Orchomenus with Archelaus general of 
Mithridates, Sylla, perceiving the Romans give ground, leaped from his 
horfe; and feifing a ftandard, advanced with it through the flying 
fquadrons, and called aloud to them, “My death, O Romans, will be 
glorious; and when you are alked, where you betrayed Sylla, fay at 
Orchomenus.” The reproof fo flung the Romans, that theyfaced about, 
vigoroully attacked the enemy, and changed the fortune of the day. 

CHAP. X. 

MARIUS. 

WHEN the Cimbri and Teutones, a people favage in their manfters, 
of immenfe ftature, with horrid countenances, and a language fcarcely 
human, penetrated into Italy; Marius would not venture at firft a clofe 
engagement, but ordered his men to advance no farther than the trenches, 
and within javelin’s caft fkirmifh with them at a diftance. The Ro¬ 
mans, after having been thus familiarized to their figures, foon learned 

as 
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as favages to defpife them: and defired Marius to lead them out, and 
give them an opportunity of fignalifmg themfelves againft die barba¬ 
rous invaders. He didfo: and of a hundred thoufand of the enemy 
few efcaped; the greater part being either taken prifoners, or fain. 

2. Previous to an engagement with the Teutones and Cimbrians, 
who were advantageoufly polled on the heights of the mountains, 
Marius ordered Marcellus with three thoufand heavy-armed troops in 
the night to take a circuit round die mountains, and endeavour to make 
good their march over the more inaccelfible parts of them, on the 
enemy’s rear. This fervice performed, he commanded the troops, with 
which he had advanced to the mountains, to fall back; that the enemy 
prefuming on their inferiority might purfue them, and be thus decoyed 
into the plain. The manoeuvre fucceeded; and Marius attacking them 
in front, and Marcellus in the rear, obtaining a brilliant viflory. 

3. Marius in his war with the Cimbrians, who came out of a 
cold country, fenfible that they could bear froft and fnow much better 
than heat and fun, took the field againft them in the month of Auguft; 
and harraffed their rear. And when the Barbarians faced about, they 
met in front not only the enemy, but a hot beaming fun: to fence 
againft the heat and glare of which, they endeavoured to lhade their 
faces with their Ihields. This left their bodies bare, at which the Ro¬ 
mans aimed; flew of them twelve thoufand, and fix thoufand were 
taken prifoners. 


CHAP. XI. 

MARCELLUS. 

MARCELLUS at the liege of Syracufe, having been repeatedly 
beaten off from the walls by the machines of Archimedes, defifted for 
R r a time 
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a time from Ills attempts to ftorm the town. Till having taken pri- 
ioner Damippus the Spartan, who had failed from Syracufe, and gained 
intelligence from him of a particular tower on the walls, capable of 
containing a great number of men, and carelefsly guarded, and that 
the walls alfo in that quarter were very acceflible, he ordered proper 
ladders to be made for an efcalade; and, while the Syracufans were 
engaged in celebrating a feftival in honour of Diana, and giving a loofe to 
banqueting and merriment, he made himfelf mailer of the tower: and 
lining the parapet with his troops, early in the morning he broke open 
the gates, and pofiefled himfelf of the city. The men, who had be¬ 
haved with great gallantry', required the city' to be given up to them to 
be plundered. But Marcellus, wifhing to preferve from acts of out¬ 
rage the inhabitants, yet at the fame time unwilling to difappoint the 
foldiery, gave up to them the money and Haves: but forbade any in¬ 
jury being offered to the perfons of the freemen and priefls. 

CHAP. XII. 

ATILIUS. 

ATILIUS, when a prifoner of the Carthaginians, engaged himfelf 
by an oath, if they would give him leave to go on his parole to Rome,, 
to endeavour to perfuade the fenate, to put an end to the war: and, if 
he did not fucceed in the negotiation, to return. As foon as he ar¬ 
rived at Rome, he advifed the fenate to the direft contrary: hedifeo- 
vered to them the weaknefs of the Carthaginians; and pointed out to 
them in what part, and in what manner they were moft open to at¬ 
tacks. The fenate were convinced of the propriety of his advice, and 
requefted him to remain with them, and confider an oath extorted from 
him by necefiity as no oath at all. To the intreaties of the fenate his 
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wife, his children, friends, and relations, tenderly embracing him, 
added theirs. But, deaf to all their pleadings, he difdained to violate 
his oath; and returned to Carthage; where lie informed the Carthagi¬ 
nians of the ftratagem he had employed for the fervice of his country, 
and the determination of the Romans. In referftment of his conduct, 
they threw him into a dungeon; and after fcourging, andexercifing va¬ 
rious cruellies on him, put Mm to death. 

CHAP. XIII. 

C A 1 U S. 

C.4IUS had given exprefs orders for every one to continue under 
arms, and not to ftir out of the camp: when, in the heat of the day, 
his fon led out his horfe to water at a river, that ran clofe by. The 
father immediately ordered his head to be ftruck off for difobedience of 
orders: thus enforcing difeipline by the facrifice of his fon. 

CHAP. XIV. 

F A B I U S. 

FABIUS, when he commanded againft Hannibal, after having- 
been cenfured in the fenate for not bringing the enemy to an engage¬ 
ment, was preffed by his fon to wipe off the afperfion, and proceed to 
nftion. Fabius then, leading Mm through the army, pointed out to 
him every part of it, and explained the apparent myfterioufnefs of his 
conduit. Obferve, faid he, how many infirm men, how many unfit 
for action, contribute to form this army: and who would in prudence 
rifk the hazard of a battle on the proivefs of fuch troops as thele ? 

R r 2 Every 
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Every man, that has had any experience in military affairs, knows that 
we can never depend on bringing our whole force into action: and if 
feparately attacked, in the parts where thofe men are pofted we muft 
be defeated. For this reafon I ftudy to avoid a general aftion; con¬ 
tenting myfelf with harraffing the enemy in his march, by fecuring 
advantageous polls, and by fecret negociations winning over cities to 
revolt from him. Such his conduit was at firft cenfured as timidity; 
but afterwards received its full praife: the Romans, after other generals 
had loft great armies, having recourfe to Fabius; whom they appointed 
general, and afterwards diftator, and alfo fimamed Maximus; which 
in the Greek fignifies Megistos. 

2. Fabius having been honoured with the fimame of Maximus, 
andScipio only with that of Magnus, Scipio, with fome degree of 
pique at the fuperiour diftindtion of Fabius, afked him how it was; 
that he, who had only faved the Roman armies, fhould be fimamed 
Maximus, while himfelf, who in dofe action had engaged Hannibal, 
and beat him, fhould have no higher diftindtion than that of Magnus. 
Why, replied Fabius, if I had not preferved the men; you would have 
had no fbldiers, with whom to have fought and conquered him. 

3. Fabius by ftratagem made himfelf mafter of the city of the- 
Tarentines, then in alliance with Hannibal. In the army of Fabius 
was a Tarentine, whofe filter, a young woman of exquifite beauty in- 
Tarentum, pofTefTed the affedrions of Abrentius, to whom Hannibal had 
committed the charge of the walls. Fabius, informed of the circum- 
ltance, difpatched the Tarentine into the city; with inftrudtions through 
his filter to cultivate an acquaintance with Abrentius, and endeavour 
to bring Him over to the interefts of the Romans. This he effedted; 
and' Abrentius having dilcovered to him, in .what part the walls might 
be moft fuccefsfully attacked, Fabius there applied his ladders, and 
took the town by florm. This exploit gained Fabius great reputation ; 
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in that he had by a ftratagem got the better of Hannibal, than whom 
no general had ever employed ftratagems with greater fuccefs. 

*C HAP. xv: 

QJJ INTITS; 

QUINTUS Fabius, when-very, far advanced in years, in order to 
get his fon appointed general, requefted the Romans not to charge 
him with the command of their, armies:. which would in effeft, faid he, 
be calling me out in. extreme old age to attend him. The Romans 
wiflied for nothing, more,, than to.have a man of Fabius’s experience 
to fuperintend the operations of. the. army; and therefore inverted 
the youth- with, the fupreme command. But as foon a9 he. was ap¬ 
pointed, Fabius excufed himfelf from, attending him in the field: left 
his fuppofed confequence Ihould. prove a diminution of his ion’s glory, 

C H A P. XVIv 
scipio; 

SCI BIO, when in Spain,, having received information-that the 
enemy had advanced to aftion before they had dined, drew up his 
army againft, them,. and amufed them, for feven hours with , various 
manoeuvres: then after they had been thus wearied, and faint for want 
<Jf refrelhment, he vigoroufly attacked, and eafily defeated them. 

2. Scipio expelled all proftitutes from the camp.: bidding them go, 
and exercife their trades in cities, abandoned to eafe and luxury. He 

♦This ftratagem (hould have made the 4th in the preceding chapter: as it refers 
to Quintus-Fabius, as the other three chapters do. But I follow the Leyden edition of 
Mafavicius. ordered. 
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ordered alfo to be fent away all coaches, tables, vales, and the whole 
dinner equipage, except a pot, a Ipit, and an earthen mug. And if any 
one denned to be indulged in a filver cup; he limited the lize of it to 
a pint. The ufe of baths he prohibited: and forbade thofe, who 
ufed unguents, to be attended by fervants in their factions; obferving 
that thofe might be much more ufefully employed in taking care of the 
cattle. He obliged the army to cold dinners; allowing the preparation 
of hot meat only for fuppers. He. introduced the drefs of the Gallic 
cloak; and himfelf ufed to wear a black one : and in walking about 
the camp, if he law any of the generals reclined on couches, he would 
lament the luxury of the army, and their love of eafe. 

3. Scipm obferving a foldier bending under a huge piece of pali- 
fade, called out to him; “ Fellow-foldier, you feem over-loaded." “ In¬ 
deed I am, ' replied the man.” “ I fee it, ‘ faid he and am afraid; you 
place your hopes of fafety more cfn your palifades, than your fword.” 

4. Seeing a foldier very intent on dilplaying the elegance of his 
lhield; “ It is a lhame, ‘ faid Scipio,’ for a Roman to pique himfelf 
more on the ornament of his left, hand, than pf his right.” 

5. Scipio, interrupted by a commotion of the people, called aloud 
to them; “ The Ihout of an armed foe never terrified me; and the cla¬ 
mour of a mob never lhall, the baftard fpawn of Italy, and not her 
genuine fons.” The refolution, with which he expreffed himfelf, filenced 
the rioters, and qualhed the commotion. 

9. After the taking of Phcenifia, a city in Iberia, they who had 
the charge of the prifoners brought to Scipio a virgin of extraordinary 
beauty. He immediately enquired for her father, and reftored to Kim 
his daughter. The prefents alfo, which he had brought to purchafe 
her ranfom, Scipio returned : defiring him to accept them in addition 
to her fortune. And whatever other women were taken, whether the 
wives or daughters of men of any confequence, he committed them, to 

the 
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the care of two grave and aged Romans; with orders that they (hould 
be entertained in a manner fuitablc to their rank. This eminent dis¬ 
play of continence in Scipio won over to the Roman interefts and al¬ 
liance a great number of Iber ian cities. 

7. Scipio, having engaged Syphax king of the Maffsefyllians in an 
alliance with him, palled over into Sicily. While he was there, Afdru- 
bal, who had a daughter of exquifite beauty, promifedher to Syphax, 
on condition that he would renounce the Roman alliance. The mar¬ 
riage accordingly took place; and Syphax difpatched a letter to Scipio, 
with information of the connection he had formed, and a prohibition 
of his intended expedition to Libya. Senfible of the great confidence 
the Romans placed in the alliance of Syphax, and apprehmfive that 
if apprifed of his revolt they would not venture to invade Libya, Sfcipio 
fummoned a council, and laid before them Syphax’s letter; altering the 
purport of it to the direft contrary of wliat he had exprefled : as, that 
he thereby invited them into Libya, was furprifed they-had folong de¬ 
ferred their expedition, and obferved that treaties of alliance Ihduld be 
briikly executed, or would foon be dilFolved. This reprefentation gave 
new confidence and alacrity to the Romans, who were inllant with him 
to fix a day for their embarkation. 

8. Some Carthaginian fpies having been apprehended, inftead of 
executing them as the Roman law direfted, Scipio ordered them to be 
conduced through every quarter of the camp, Where after having 
feen the men fome exefeifed in launching the dart, others in hurling 
the javelin, fome again employed in fu'rbifhing their arms, and others 
in lharpening their fwords, they were again introduced to Scipio: who, 
after having entertained them at dinner, bade them go, and tell their em¬ 
ployer all they had feen. The report, which the fpies made of the mag¬ 
nanimity of Scipio, and the preparations for war they obferved in the 

Roman’ 
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Roman camp, alarmed Hannibal, and ftruck the Carthaginian army 
with confternation. 


CHAP. XVII. 

PORCIUS CATO. 

WHEN Porcius Cato invaded Spain, ambaffadors met him from 
every city, with tenders of fubmiflion to him and the Roman people : 
thofe he directed within a fixed time to fend hoftages. And two of thefe 
hoftages from each place he charged with a letter to their refpeftive ci¬ 
ties : directing them all to be delivered on the fame day. The purport 
of the letters was the fame: “ The moment you receive this, demolifh 
your walls.” The orders being immediate gave no time to one city to 
confult another j and each fearing left, if the reft complied with the 
orders, and they fhould not, they might be reduced to a ftate of flavery, 
obeyed the mandate: and in one day every city in Iberia razed their 
walls. 


CHAP. XVIII. 

F A U N U S. 

IN honour of Diomede, who died in Italy, Faunus inftituted fu¬ 
neral games. On the firft day he propofed to the Greeks to form a 
pioceffion in arms: the next day he commanded the Barbarians to do 
the fame; direfling them, for the purpofe, to borrow arms of the Greeks: 
with which they were no fooner fumilhed, than they fell upon the Greeks, 
and flew them with their own weapons. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIX. 

TITUS. 

CLEONYMUS having made Titus prifoner, demanded for his ran- 
l'om two cities, Epidamnus and Apollonia. The father of Titus refufed 
to give them up to him; bidding him keep his prifoner. Under thefe 
circumftances Titus procured a llatue to be made of himfelf in an atti¬ 
tude of deep, which he placed in his houfc: and having contrived means, 
while the centinels were guarding the room where he had placed the 
ftatue, to get fecretly on board a fliip, he made his efcape before the de¬ 
ception was difeovered. 


C PI A P. XX. 

CAIUS. 

WHILE the Carthaginian fleet, confiding of eighty large fliips, lay 
at Tyndarus, Caius with two hundred fail of triremes endeavoured in 
vain to bring them to an engagement, deterred by the very fuperiour 
number of his fleet. Furling therefore the fails of one hundred of his 
veflels, and fetting thofe of the reft, he concealed one half of his fleet 
behind the expanded fails of the other half; and, his line thus formed, 
lliewed himfelf to the enemy: who, fuppofing the number of his fliips 
to be only in proportion to the number of the fails they faw, advanced 
againft him, determined to hazard a battle. Caius lay by, till they 
had approached too near him to efcape; and then bearing down upon 
them with all his force obtained an eafy victory. 


Sf 
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CHAP. XXI. 

PINARIUS. 

THE Ennsans having determined to renounce the alliance of the 
Romans demanded of Pinarius, prefect of the guard, the keys of the 
gates. If, faid he, the people will affemble to-morrow, and a publick 
decree fan&ion the revolt; I will readily obey it, and give up the keys. 
The next day they accordingly affembled : but he in the night placed 
an ambnfeade at the fort, and detached different parties, to furround 
the theatre, port themfelves in the narrow ftreets, and attentively 
watch the fignal that fhould be given them. The Ennteans alTembled, 
according to their engagement, and pafTed a decree confirming the revolt. 
The prefect of the guard then gave the fignal: when the men, who were 
polled on the eminences near the fort, let fly a fhower of darts; and 
thofe, who were ported in the narrow ftreets, with drawn fwords attacked 
the people; and fuch a general carnage prevailed, that none efcaped, ex¬ 
cept fome few who let themfelves down from the walls, or made their 
way through fubterraneous palfages. 

CHAP. XXII. 

SERTORIUS. 

SERTORTUS when in Iberia had a prefent made him by fome 
huntfmen of a white fawn: which he brought up fo tame, that it would 
follow him wherever he went. When he mounted the tribunal, it 
mounted it with him; and it would move its mouth to him, before he 
determined a caufe. From hence he took occafion to perfuade the 
Barbarians, 
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Barbarians, that it was facred to Diana; that through it the goddefs 
foretold him all events; and under her aufpices he waged, and con¬ 
duced his wars. And of whatever lecrcts he poffeffed himfelf by his 
emifl'aries and fpies, he pretended to have been apprifed of them by this 
fawn. Of hoftile attacks, ambufeades, and fudden incurfions, he gave 
out that this melfenger of the goddefs never failed to afford him early 
notice; and his future victories he aflerted had by his fawn been re¬ 
vealed to him. Rapt in aftonifliment the Barbarians paid him abjefb 
homage; and reforted to him as a peculiar favourite of Heaven. 

CHAP. xxin.. 

C JE S A R. 

CfESAR in his voyage to Nicomedia was taken by fome Ciliciair 
pirates: who demanding a very large fum for his ranfom, he promifed. 
to double it. As foon as they had made Miletum, and landed there; 
he difpatched Epicrates a Milefian fervant to the Milefians, defiring 
them to lend him the fum he required: which was immediately fent. 
Epicrates had it alfo in command from Csefar, at the time when he 
brought the money, to bring likewife every preparation for a magnifi¬ 
cent entertainment; together with a water-pot filled with fwords, and 
wine with mandrake fteeped in it. The double fum according to his. 
engagement Csefar then paid them; and made them partake of the 
banquet he had prepared. In high fpirits at the large fum they had 
received, they gave a loofe to their appetite, and drank freely of the 
medicated wine: which prcfently fet them afleep. In that ftate Csefar 
ordered them to be flain, and immediately repaid the money to the. 
Milefians. 

2. Caesar, when in 


Gaul, arriving at the foot of the Alps; 
S f 2 found. 
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found the mountains occupied by the Barbarians; who were prepared 
to difpute his paliage. On a minute investigation of the nature of the 
place, beneath thofe mountains he obferved a great number of ft reams, 
and of confiderable depth: from whence rifing the exhalations, that every 
morning afesnded, formed a thick cloud.- Under cover of that, 
Csefar with half his army making a circuit round the mountain reached 
the heights; the enemy for the thicknefs of the cloud not being able 
to fee his movement, but fuppofing him ftill in his camp. As foon 
as he found himfelf above the enemy, he fet up a loud fliout; which 
was returned by the other half of the army below: while the mountains 
re-echoing on all fides with the found threw the Barbarians into a ge¬ 
neral conftemation; who precipitately quitted their polls, and fled, 
leaving Csfar to pafs the Alps without moleftation. 

3. In his war with the Helvetians, who to the number of eighty 
thoufand, twenty thoufand of whom bore arms, had penetrated into the 
Roman territories in Gaul, Crefar, as in his engagements with the Bar¬ 
barians was his ufual method, the firft day retreated before the enemy; 

. fuffering a kind of defeat. This imaginary fuccefs gave them frefh con¬ 
fidence: and they determined to crofs the Rhone in purfuit of him, while 
he encamped fome little diftance from it. The ftream was rough; when 
the Barbarians to thenumber of about thirty thoufand with great difficulty 
and fatigue palled it: the reft of the army waiting to crofs it the next 
day. They, who had effected the pafiage, fatigued with the labour of 

* Something like the fog, which Ctekr obf.vvcd to rife in the morning from thofe 
fbeams a: the foot of the Alps, feems to hove been that heavy mill deferibed by Polybius, 
25 riling from the Thrafymert lake; and fuepoieii .0 be a principal caufe of the defeat of 
the Roman army by Hannib.l. Livy too dvXrib.-s it as hating been particularly denfc on 
the plain: fo that the Romans, who were formeu in the 1 alley, could fee nothing; while 
the enemy, who were pofrud on the emin.-ncc, had the advantage of a purer air, and a 
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the day, threw themfelves down on the banks to reft: when Ctel’ar in the 
night attacked, and cut every man to pieces; who had neither time nor 
opportunity to repafs the river. 

4. C;esar not thinking himfelf ftrong enough to engage the Ger¬ 
mans, who had offered him battle, contented himfelf with acting on the 
defenfive: till, having learned that their augurs had forbidden them 
fighting before the new moon, he took the firft opportunity to advance 
and attack them, fuppofmg they would fight with lefs fpirit and alacrity, 
when contrary to the inftruftions of their augurs. The event juftified 
his expectations: and, by availing himfelf of an advantageous time for 
engaging, againft every other advantage he gained a compleat victory. 

5. Cvesar’s pafl’age over a large river in Britain being difputcd by 
the Britilh king Cafi'ovellaunus, at the head of a ftrong body of cavalry 
and a great number of chariots; he ordered an elephant, an animal till 
then unknown to the Britons, mailed in feales of iron, with a tower 
on his back, on which archers and (lingers were ftationed, to enter the 
river firft. If the Britons were terrified at fo extraordinary a fpe&acle; 
what (hall I fay of their horfes? Among the Greeks, the horfes fly at 
the fight of a naked elephant: but armed, and with a tower on its 
back, from which darts and ftones are continually hurled, it is a fight 
too formidable to be borne. The Britons accordingly with their ca¬ 
valry and chariots abandoned themfelves to flight; leaving the Romans 
to pafs the river unmolcftcd, the enemy thus routed by the appearance 
of a Angle beaft. 

6. CjEsar having received intelligence, that Cicero, who was be- 
fieged by the Gauls, would be reduced to a capitulation, if not fpeedily 
relieved, difpatched a foldier with orders in the night to hurl a javelin 
over the walls with a letter tied to it. The letter as foon as difeovered 
by the guards was carried to Cicero: the contents of which were theft; 
11 Ctefar bids Cicero hold out. Expeft affiftancc.” Very foon after 

a cloud 
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a cloud of finoak and duft was feen: the harbinger of his approach, 
who wafted the country as he advanced. The fiege was immediately 
railed: and Cicero had the fatisfaftion not only to find himfelf relieved, 
but to fee Ids befiegers defeated. 

7. Advancing with an army of feven thoufand men againft the 
Gauls, to make his force appear to the enemy lefs than it really was, 
Caefar fixed his camp on a confined fpot of ground: and'with a confider- 
able detachment polled himfelf on an eminence, covered with wood, 
and there lay concealed. A finall body of cavalry marched out of the 
camp, and fkirmilhed with the enemy: who in confidence of their fu- 
periority purfued them to their trenches j and begun, fome to fill the 
fofie, and others pull down the palilades. In the mean time a fudden 
charge was founded; the foot in an entire body fallied out of the camp, 
the ambufeade poured down from the eminences, where they had been 
polled, on the enemy’s rear; while the Barbarians, thus vigoroully at¬ 
tacked on all fides, were moll of them cut to pieces. 

8. CrasAR had laid dofe fiege to a citadel in Gaul } which the 
Barbarians with great refolution defended. But a heavy llorm of rain- 
and hail happening to fall, C:efar_obferveJ the guards to have been driv¬ 
en by it from the walls and battlements; availed himfelf of the moment, 
and ordered his men inftantly to arm, and mount the W'alls: which they 
found undefended, and without lols made themfelves mailers of the- 
place. 

9. Cssar having undertaken an expedition againft Gergobia, the 
largeil city in Gaul; Vercingetorix, king of the Gauls, took the field, 
and encamped againft him. Between the two armies ran a large navi¬ 
gable river; which it was impracticable to ford. Convinced of this, 
Ciefar made no open attempt to crofs it: which drew on him the con¬ 
tempt of the Barbarians, and gave them confidence on prefumpticn of 
their fecuritv. But in the night, he detached into fome thick woods 

two 
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two legions; who, while Csfar amufed the Gauls, marched up the ri¬ 
ver : and finding the old piles, on which a bridge had been formerly 
conftrufted, they expeditioufiy cut down a quantity of timber from the 
wood where they had been polled, which they threw over the remains 
of the old bridge, that were left ; and over this temporary bridge ef¬ 
fected a fafe paffage. When advancing immediately againft the Gauls, 
they eafily routed them ; aftonilhed at the unexpected approach of an 
enemy, and unprepared to receive them. Caefar with the reft of his 
army effected a palfagc by the fame way; and by his refolution and ad- 
drefs, and the rapidity of this movement, ftruck terror into all Gaul. 

10. Caesar, having advanced to the fiege of Gergobia, found it 
ftrongly fortified both by art and nature. The city was fituated on a 
fteep hill, that had a fiat top. The left fide of the hill was covered 
with thick trees and underwood; the right was too fteep to admit ac- 
cefs: and one narrow pafs led to it, which the Gergobians with a pow¬ 
erful force commanded. Some of the moll aftive and refolute men, he 
could pick out, Caefar armed, and in the night fecretly polled in the 
wood : equipping them with Ihort javelins, and fuch fmall fwords as 
might not incommode them, by being entangled among the trees; and 
ordering them not to attempt to advance upright, but to obferve all 
polfible filence and creep upon their hands and knees. By break of day 
they had made good their paffage through the wood, and reached the 
fummit of the hill. Coefar then advanced with the reft of his army 
againft the right fide, and drew thither the attention of the Barbarians: 
while the ambufeade from the woods formed in good order, and made 
themfelves mailers of the hill. 

11. When Caefar lay before Alxfia, the Gauls advanced againft him 
with an army of two hundred and five thoufand men. In the night he 
detached three thoufand heavy-armed infantry, and all his cavalry, di- 
redling them to take different routs, and about two o’clock the next day 
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to fall upon the enemy’s rear, and bring them to an engagement. Him- 
fdf, as foon as it was light, drew up his army, and offered them battle : 
a challenge, which the Barbarians, relying on their numbers, treated 
with ridicule and contempt. But the detachments appearing in their 
rear, and advancing with a Ihout of exultation, ftruck them with 
terror aid confternation, on feeing their retreat thus cut off: and the 
greateft carnage enfaed, the Gauls till then had ever experienced. 

12. C.esar formed a defign to poflfefs himfelf of Dyrracchium, then 
in the interefts of Potnpey, and protected by a powerful body of ca¬ 
valry. But great as their force was, Csfar found means to baffle it 
with a handful of men, and a happy ftratagem. He ordered a fmall 
body of cavalry on a handfome gallop to attack them; having detached 
three companies of foot before them, with orders to regard nothing but 
to raife as great a dull with their feet as they poffibly could. The im- 
menfe cloud of dull that was raifed, and the confidence with which the 
horfe feemed to advance to the attack, impreffed the enemy with an 
opinion that they were in great force: and ftruck with a fudden and 
general alarm they immediately fled. 

13. C.bsar obliged to retreat through a narrow defile had a lake 
on his left, and on his right the fea. The enemy hung upon his rear; 
whom by occafional halts, quick evolutions, and fudden fallies he with* 
out much lofs repulfed. But on the fea fide Pompey’s fleet, that attended 
him in his march, with their darts and javelins heavily galled him. 
Againft this attack Caefar ordered his men to carry their fliields on their 
right hands: which had the delired effect. 

14. When Cafar and Pompey were in Theffaly, the latter well 
fupplied with provifion declined coming to an aftion; while Csfar, 
who was Ihort of it, was proportionably anxious to engage. C re far 
ufed every expedient to irritate the enemy; fometimes Drifting his 
camp, to procure forage, and fometimes retreating. Pompey's army; 

, taking 
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taking thofe frequent movements for figns of timidity, fcarcely con¬ 
tained themfclvcs; and were inftant with Pornpey to lead them again ft 
_ the foe. Ca-T.tr continued to retreat before them, till he had drawn 
them into an open plain: then facing about, fought them gallantly, 
and obtained a victory. 

15. On a fedition, which appeared to be forming in the camp, the 
foldiers clamorouliy infilling on being dilcharged from lervice, CxTur 
with a compofed and chearful air went into the midft of them; " And 
what is it, ‘laid he,’ my fellow-foldiers, that you want?” “To be 
difeharged from fervicc 5” replied they. “ Very well, ‘ laid hebut 
be advifed then, citizens, and refrain from fedition.” Piqued at being 
Riled citizens, and not fellow-foldiers, they were more clamorous than 
before; altering their cry of grievance, and faying their title was not 
citizens, but fellow-foldiers. Cadar with a fmilc replied, “ If we are 
fellow-foldiers then, let us fight together.” 

16. In an engagement with the younger Pompcy, Ccefar, feeing 
his men give way, jumped from his horfe, and called aloud: “For 
iharne, my fellow-foldiers; you will not fly, and leave me in the hands of 
the enemy.” The troops felt the reproof, rallied, and renewed the 
charge. 

17. Cjesar ordered his men to be always in readinefs; as in the 
midR of a feftival, or of a Aorm, by night, or by day, if occafion re¬ 
quired, he might at an hour’s notice march them out: and therefore 
never fixed for his movements any diftant period, or future day. 

18. Caesar’s practice was to make his fallies on full fpeed: there¬ 
by never giving the enemy time to infult his rear. 

19. Whenever Ctefar faw his men under apprehenfions of the 
enemy’s fuperiority of force; he never endeavoured to diminilh, but 
on the contrary exaggerated their flrength: that the greater the force 

T t of 



of the enemy, his army might fee the greater neceflity for a rigorous, 
exertion. 

20. Cesar. encouraged his men in having, their arms richly orna¬ 
mented with gold and fdverj not only for the fake of a fplendid ap¬ 
pearance, but becaufe the more valuable they were, their owners would 
the more reluctantly part with them. 

21. Caesar was not very nice in obferving, or fcrupulous in pu- 
nilhing, petty offences in his men; fuppofing that to overlook, or par¬ 
don a fault, , would be a fpur to valour. But any one, who was a 
principal in a fedition, or had deferted.his ranks, was fure not to go 
unpunifhed. 

22. Cesar ufed always to flile his foldiers, fellow-lbldiers: ren¬ 
dering them by that equality of title more ready to face dangers, and 
execute his commands. 

23. On receiving intelligence, that fome troops had been butchered 
in Gaul; Csefar made a vow not to fhave his face, till he had taken, 
fatisfaction on their murtherers. A difplay this of his fenfibility, that 
won him univerfal efteem. 

24. Cesar, when in diftrefs for provifions, diftributed to his 
men loaves, which were made of herbs. One of thofe loaves fell into • 
Pompey’s hands, who was then engaged in war againft him: which, 
he concealed; unwilling to produce to his own troops fo ftrong an 
inftance of the refolution and continence of the enemy, with whom 
they were engaged. 

25. In the battle fought between Ctefar and Pompey on the plains 
of Pharfalia, Caefar knowing that there were in the enemy’s army a 
great number of elegant young men, who valued themfelves on their 
pcrfonal attractions, ordered his men not to aim their fpears and jave¬ 
lins at the bodies of their enemy, but at their faces. The dread of 
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being disfigured drove thofe from the field,, and contributed not a little 
to the fuccefs of the day. 

26. After the defeat at Dyrrachium, Caefar’s men furrendered 
themfelves up to be decimated: a punilhment however, which he would 
not fuffer to be inflicted; but exhorted them by their future behaviour 
to retrieve the honour and advantages they had loft. They accordingly 
in every future engagement, though with fuperiour force, bore away 
the palm of viftory. 

27. While Pompey declared, that he confidered all, who attached 
themfelves to neither party, as his enemies: Caefar on the contrary or¬ 
dered it to be reported, that all, who did not appear in arms againft 
him, he efteemed his friends. 

28. Cjesar, when he commanded in Iberia, made a truce with 
the enemy: notwithftanding which they exercifed hoftilities, and cut 
many of his men to pieces. Inftead of retaliating; fome prifoners 
which he had of theirs he fet at liberty, and by that aft of "humanity 
much ingratiated himfelf with the foe. 

29. Cass a r, after he faw the fortune of the day at Pharfalia deci- 
five in his favour, called aloud to his men, who he thought did notufe 
their victory with fufficient moderation, “ Spare the flying foe.” 

30. After Caefar had feen all his enemies fubdued, he empowered 
every one of his foldiers to fave the life of any Roman he pleafed. By 
this aft of beneficence and humanity he ingratiated himfelf with his 
foldiers, and reftored her exiled citizens to Rome. 

31. The ftatues of Pompey and Sylla, which by their enemies had 
been demolilhed, Caefar ordered to be replaced: an aft of moderation 
that, which gained him much efteem. 

32. When the auguries were pronounced adverfe; to keep up the 
fpirits of his men, Caefar ufed to fay, he could render them aufpicious 
whenever he pleafed. 


Tta 


33. Avictim 



33 * 


POLYiENUS’S' 


33. A victim having been offered, in which no heart was found : 
“ And where is the wonder, ‘cried Csefar,’ that a brute animal fhould 
be found without a heart r” His men, who had been alarmed at the in- 
aufpicious appearance of the facrifice, recovered their fpirits on the lu¬ 
dicrous turn he gave to it. 


CHAP. XXIV. 

AUGUSTUS. 

THOSE, who in battle evaded action, Auguftus did not order to 
general execution; but puniflted them with decimation. 

2. To thofe, who through cowardice fuftered themfelves to be left 
behind, he ordered barley to be diftributed inftead of wheat. 

3. In expofure of thofe, who in the army had committed offences; 
he ordered, them to be flationed before the general’s pavilion on their 
knees: and fometimes, to be employed for a whole day in carrying 
bricks. 

4. Augustus directed his generals always to act with caution: and 
was continually repeating to them festina lente, be active, but not 
rslh: for a general had better be too cautious, than too confident. 

5. Those, who had performed any fignal exploit, Auguftus never 
fuffered to go unrewarded. 

6. In refpect to thofe, who without fome good purpofe wantonly 
txpofed themfelves to danger, Auguftus jufed to fay ; it was like fifhing 

7. Augustus, in his war with Brutus and Caflius, had occafica 
to crofs the Adriatic: when the enemy's fleet under the command 
of Mucins was Actioned at an idand near Erundyfmm, ready to 
uifpute his psffage. Auguftus advanced in line of battle, directing 
his couife along the coalt of Italy on the right cf the Adriatic, as if 

his 
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towards the ifland, and with intention to give Mucius battle; and on 
the Ihips of burden he erefted his towers and machines. Mucius from 
thofe preparations for aftion concluded his intention to fight; and there*, 
fore ftretched out into the open fea, where he might have room to form 
his line. But Auguftus, inftead of engaging, flipped into the pore, 
which Mucius had left. While he, having no other port at hand 
where he could lie fafe from ftorms, was obliged to fail forward to 
Thefprotis: leaving Auguftus to crofs the Adriatic without lilk; who- 
from thence palled over into Macedonia. 

CHAP. XXV. 

THE ROMANS. 

AFTER the Celts had made themfelves mailers of the city, they 
concluded a treaty with the Romans on the following conditions : that 
they Ihould pay them tribute, leave a gate at all times open, and give 
them a portion of land to cultivate. Thefe terms acceded to, the Celts 
fixed their camp: and the Romans treating them as friends fent them 
various prefents, and fupplied them with plenty of wine. The Barba¬ 
rians (for the Celts in particular are ftrongly addicted to liquor) fo freely 
indulged in the wine, that there was fcarccly a man amongft them who 
could Hand upright. In that condition the Romans attacked them; and 
cut every man to pieces. And that they might in effect appear to have 
fulfilled the conditions of the treaty, they conftrucicd a gate which was 
left open on an inacccflible rock. 

2. TitETrojans, who had furviveJ the conflagration of Troy, under 
the conduct of ./Eneas anchored at the mouth of the Tyber; and land-* 
ing there, in detached parties went up into the country. Jn thein. 
abfence the women held a confultation: when the Trojan Rhomc thus 
addrefled 
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addrefTed them: “ Whither are we wandering ? How long are we to he 
tolled on the fea ’ Come on, let us burn the (hips; and thereby reduce 
cur hufbands to the neceffity of eftablifliing themfelves here.” Hating 
thus faid, (he hftantly lighted a torch, and fet one of the fhips on fire: 
the reft of the women followed her example, and demolilhed the whole 
fleet. Thus deftitute of (hipping, the Trojans through neceffity fixed 
themfelves in Italy. 

3. Coriolanus, after he had been baniflied Rome, offered his 
iervices to the Tufcans j which they accepted, afterwards conftituted hint 
general of their forces, and under his conduct in various engagements 
defeated the Romans. At Jaft he advanced againft Rome, determined 
to ftorm the city. A proceffion of Roman matrons, with Veturia the 
mother of Coriolanus at their head, advanced to meet the exafperated 
foe; and to try the force cf entreaties to win him from his purpofe. 
They proftrated themfelves before him, and embraced his knees ; Ve¬ 
turia thus concluding their fupplications: “ If however you are deter¬ 
mined not to fpare your country; firft flay your mother, and this venerable 
band of Roman matrons.” Coriolanus moved with compaffion, dropped 
a tear, and retreated: affording an eminent inftance of filial duty, but 
fatal to himfelf. For the Tufcans by a publick decree fentenced him to 
death, for breach of truft in defifting toprofecute a victory which he had 
in his hands. 


CHAP. XXVI. 

SEMIRAMI S. 

SEMIRAMIS when in the bath received intelligence of the revolt 
«f the Siradans; and, without waiting to have her fandals put on, or 
Iier hair dreffed immediately left it, and took the field. Her exploits 

are 
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are recorded on pillars, in thefe words. Nature made me a wo¬ 
man; BUT I HAVE RAISED MYSELF TO A DEGREE OF RIVALRY 
WITH THE GREATEST MEN. I SWAYED THE SCEPTRE OF NlNOS I 
AND EXTENDED MY DOMINIONS TO THE RIVER HlNAMEMES EAST¬ 
WARD ; ON THE SOUTH TO THE COUNTRY, FRAGRANT WITH THE 
PRODUCTION OF FRANKINCENSE AND MYRRH; AND NORTHWARD 
TO THE SaCCHS AND THE SoGDIANS. No ASSYRIAN BEFORE ME 
EVER SAW THE SEA t BUT, DISTANT AS THE SEAS ARE FROM HENCE, 

I'HAVE SEEN FOUR. And TO THEIR PROUD WAVES WHO CAN SET 
BOUNDS ? I HAVE DIRECTED THE COURSES OF RIVERS AT MY WILL : 
AND MY WILL HATH DIRECTED THEM WHERE THEY MIGHT PROVE 
USEFUL. I HAVE MADE A BARREN LAND PRODUCE PLENTY, AND 
FERTILISED IT WITH MY RIVERS. I HAVE BUILT WALLS THAT 
ARE IMPREGNABLE: AND WITH IRON FORCED A WAY THROUGH 
INACCESSIBLE ROCKS. At GREAT EXPENCES I HAVE FORMED" 
ROADS IN PLACES, WHICH BEFORE NOT EVEN THE WILD BEAST 
COULD TRAVERSE. And GREAT AND VARIOUS AS MY EXPLOITS 
HAVE BEEN, I HAVE ALWAYS FOUND LEISURE HOURS, WITH WHICH' 
TO INDULGE MYSELF ANDtFRIENDS. 

CHAP. XXVII. 
RHODOGUNE. 

KHODOGUNE juft coming out of the bath, her hair yet un- 
drelled, received intelligence of the revolt of a fubjugated nation. 
Without waiting to have her hair drcffed, flie mounted her horfc, and- 
put herfelf at the head of her army: at the fame time vowing never 
to have her hair dreffed, till (he had fubdued the revolters; which not; 
till .after, a. tedious v/ar (he accompliflied. She then bathed, and had 

her- 
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her hair drefied: from which circumftance the royal arms of Perfia 
tear on them Rhodogune with didievellcd hair. 

C II A P. XXVIII. 

T O M V R I S. 

CIUUS advancing againfr the Mafiagetre, Tomyris their Queen 
jetreated before him. The Perlir.n army clofely purfued her; entered, 
and plundered, her camp: where tliey found great plenty of wine, and 
ail forts of provifion; on which tliey immoderately indulged, revelling 
dl night, as if they had obtained a victory. In that lituation Tomyris 
attacked them, and cut them to pieces ; being partly buried in deep, 
and partly fo drenched with wine, and furfeited with banqueting, that 
they could fcarcely Hand upright: and Cyrus himfelf was dain. 

CHAP. XXIX. 

NI T E T IS. 

CYRUS king of Perfia demanded of Amafis king of /Egypt his 
.daughter in marriage. But, inftead of his own, he lent him Nitetis 
-the daughter of king Apria, whofe death he had effected, and mounted 
his throne. Nitetis had long paded for the daughter of Amafis, after 
£he had cohabited with Cyrus. But after having borne him children, 
and made herfelf miltrefs of his affections, die informed him, who die 
was; that Apria was her father, the king and matter of Amafis. And 
now, faid die, fmee Amafis is dead, it will be a generous act to re¬ 
venge the injury of my family on Pfammetichus his fon. Cyrus con- 
fented: but died before the expedition took place. His foil Cambyfes 

however 
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however was prevailed on by his mother to undertake it: which he 
finifhed fuccefsfully, and transferred the ./Egyptian feeptre once more 
into the hands of the family of Apria. 

CHAP. XXX. 

P H I L O T IS, 

THE Latins under the command of Pofthumus made war upon 
the Romans: at the fame time offering to form an alliance with them, 
if they would give them their daughters in marriage; thereby cement¬ 
ing the two nations, as they had themfelves done in the cafe of the 
Sabines. The Romans were at that time in no condition to engage in 
a war; and yet were unwilling to part with their daughters. When 
Philotis, a young and handfome flave, propofed to them to drefs her, 
and fuch other good-looking flaves as they could pick out, and fend 
them to the Latins in place of their daughters; at the fame time en¬ 
gaging to let them know by lighting a torch, at what time in the night 
the Latins went to reft. Accordingly as foon as with their new brides 
they had retired to repofe; Philotis lighted the torch, and the Romans 
furprifed the Latins in bed, and flew them. 

CHAP. ’XXXI. 

C L OE L I A. 

THE Romans concluded a treaty with the Tyrrhenians, and fent 
as hoftages for the obfervance of it the daughters of fome of the firlt 
families in Rome. Thofe young women ufed frequently to retire to 
the Tyber to bathe: when Clcelia, who was one of them, propofed to 
U u the 
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the reft to tie their cloaths about their heads, and fwim over the river. 
The Romans admired their refolution: but agreeably to the faith of 
the treaty fent them all back to the Tyrrhenians. Porfenna king of 
Tufeany, on their being introduced to him, afked who was the pro- 
pofer of fo daring an act. To which Clcelia undauntedly replied, (lie 
was. Porfenna pleafed with her manly fpirit, prefented her with a 
horfe richly caparifoned, and with juft encomiums on their fortitude 
fent her and the reft of her companions back to Rome. 

CHAP. XXXII. 

P O R C I A. 

PORCIA, the daughter of Cato, and wife of Brutus, fufpefiing 
her hulband entertained fome defigns againft Caefar, which he would 
not venture to communicate to her, cut her thigh with a razor: thus 
giving him proof of the refolution, with which the could inflidt the 
wound, and bear the pain. Brutus no longer hefitated to difcover to 
her the conlpiracy: when carrying her own drefs to him, he found a 
fword privately concealed in it. This Brutus ufecl, when with the 
reft of the confpirators he murdered Cat-far. And when afterwards, 
m conjunction with Cadi us, he engaged,, and was defeated by, Au- 
guftusj and fell upon his own fword: Porcia firft endeavoured to 
llarve herfelf. But not being able fo effect that by the interpofition 
of her relations and domeftics, (he ordered fome fire to be brought to 
her, under pretence of ufing fome unguents: and feifmg the burning 
coals in her hands, file fwaliowed them, before any body that was 
prefent had time to prevent it. Thus died Porcia; a memorable in- 
ftar.ce of refolution and fortitude, and of conjugal affection. 


CHAP. 



stratagems of war. 


CHAP. XXXIII. 

T E L E S I L L A. 

CLBOMENES king of Sparta having defeated the Argives, of whom 
more than feven thoufand were left dead on the field, directed his 
march to Argos; in hopes of making himfelf matter of the city. When 
Telefilla, a muftcian, put herfelf at the head of the Argive women: 
who armed, and fo fuccefsfully defended the walls, that they repulfed 
Clcomenes, and the other king Damaratus, and faved the city. In 
memory of this exploit of the women the Argives every month celebrate 
the feftival of the Numenia: when the women wear the tunic and 
robe, and the men the woman’s gown. 

CHAP. XXXIV. 

CHILONIS. 

CHILONIS, the daughter of Cleades, and wife of Theopompus, 
learning that her hulband was made prifoner by the Arcadians, tra¬ 
velled into Arcadia to fee him. The Arcadians, in confideration of the 
affeftion Ihe had difplayed, gave her leave to vifit him in prifon: when 
Ihe changed drefles with him; and he by that means effe&ed his efcape, 
flie in his ftead remaining in prifon. Theopompus ere long watched 
an opportunity, and feifed a prieftefs of Diana, as Are was celebrating 
a procellion atPheneus: and for her the Tegeat® exchanged Chilonis. 


U U 2 
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CHAP. XXXV. 

PIERIA. 

A confiderable body of the Ionians, that inhabited Miletnm, on 
a fedition that was formed againft the pofterity of Neleus, feparated 
and eftablilhed themfelves at Myuntes: and there lived in a ftate of 
hofHlity with their old countrymen, though not in actual war; but 
ufed to meet them on feftivals, and public occafions. On the celebra¬ 
tion of a folemn feftival called Ne lei des, Pieria, daughter of Pythu a 
man of eminence, went to Miletum: where Phiygius, one of the 
pofterity of Neleus, met her; and becoming enamoured of the girl, afked 
how he could moft agreeably ferve her. By giving me an opportunity, 
replied the maid, of coming hither frequently, and with as much 
company as I pleafe. Phrygius underftood her meaning; effected a 
permanent peace, and a re-eftablithment of the union of the two ftates. 
Famous ever after in the annals of the Milefian hiftory became the 
love of Phrygius and Pieria. 

CHAP. XXXVI. 

POLYCRET E. 

THE Milefians, aflifted by the Erythraans, made war on the 
Naxians; and Diogneius general of the Milefians ravaged their coun¬ 
try, and brought off confiderable booty, befides a number of women, 
and among them Polvcrete; of whom he became enamoured, and co¬ 
habited with her not on the terms of a llave, but as his wife. In the 
Milefian camp was celebrated a folemn feftival; which by the Mile¬ 
fians. 
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flans is univerMy obferved. Polycrete requefted Diognetus’s permif- 
fion to fend her brothers a fmall prefent of the fumptuous fare that 
was prepared: and in a cake moulded up a piece of lead; ordering 
the bearer to tell her brothers, that it was intended only for their ufc. 
On the lead lire infcribed, that if they would attack the Milefian 
camp, they might furprife the enemy in a ftate of intoxication and 
deep. The Naxian generals accordingly made the attack; and fuc~ 
ceeded. Polycrete for her fervice was highly honoured by her citizens > 
who at her inftance prefeived Diognetus, and his fortunes. 

CHAP, xxxvir. 

THE PHOCAJANS. 

THE Phocaeans under the command of Phoxus marched to tire 
affiftance of Mandron, king of the Bebracians; who was attacked by 
the neighbouring Barbarians. Mandron for their fervice appointed to 
the Phocsans a part of the country, and city, and invited them to fet¬ 
tle there. By their courage and conduit they had obtained many vic¬ 
tories, and enriched themfelves with great fpoils: which fo drew upon 
them the envy of the Bebricians; that, in the abfence of Mandron, they 
formed a refolution to maflacre them. But Lampface, the daughter of 
Mandron, having got information of the defign, as (lie could not pre¬ 
vent it, privately difeovered it to the Greeks: who prepared a magnificent 
lacrilice in the fuburbs, and invited the Barbarians to partake of it. 
The Phocenfians then divided themfelves into two bodies: one of which 
fecured the walls; and the other flew the banqueters, and made them- 
felves mailers of the city. Lampface they afterwards honourably reward¬ 
ed, and from her named the city Lampfacum. 


CHAP.. 
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CHAP. XXXVIII. 

A R E T A P III L A. 

NICOCRATES, tyrant of the Cirensnfians, among a number of 
other oppreffive and atrocious acts, with his own hands flew Melanip- 
pus, priefl of Apollo; and married Aretaphila his wife, a woman of 
exquifite beauty. She endeavoured by poifon, and various methods, to 
revenge on the tvrant her diftreffcd country, and her hufband's death: 
for which flic was accufcd, and tried. But, notwithflanding the tortures 
to which flie was expofed, Hie confeffed nothing, but that flte had ad- 
miniitered to him a love-potion, in order to fix his affections. By the 
tyrant's order flie was finally acquitted; and on fuppofition that (he had 
fuffered innocently, he afterwards treated her with marks of greater at¬ 
tention and affection. Haring a daughter, who was extremely beauti¬ 
ful, fhe introduced her to Leander, the tyrant’s brother: who became 
enamoured of her, and with the confent of Nicocrates married her. 
Influenced by the frequent remonftrances of his mother-in-law, Leander 
formed a refolution to free his country by the tyrant's death : which 
after much difficulty he found means to effect by the afliftance of the 
groom of his chamber. 

CHAP. XXXIX. 


C A M M A. 

SINORIX andSinatus were poffefled of Tctrarchies in Gaul. Cam- 
ma, the wife of Sinatus, was efteemed as virtuous, as fair: and was 
prieftefs of Diana, an office of the highefl rank that a woman can hold 

in 
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in Gaul. Sinorix conceived a paflion for her; which he defpaired of 
gratifying either by force, or entreaties, while her liufband was alive. 
Sinatus therefore he procured to be aflaflinated: and not long after paid 
his addrefles to Camma; who repeatedly rejected his pretenfions. At 
laft however at the. prefling folicitation of her friends and acquaintance 
five pretended to confent: and the day of marriage was fixed. When 
Sinorix, attended by a great number of Gauls, both men and women, 
waited on her: who with blandifhments and tendemefs accompanied 
him to the altar. There from a golden cup (he drank to him, and 
bade him partake with her in die draught. He received it with p'leafure, 
as a token of bridal love; and drank it off. But the bridal cup was a 
potion of ftrong poifon. As loon as Ihe faw, that lte had drank it; 
falling down on her knees, flie with a loud voice exclaimed: “ I thank 
thee, venerable Diana, for granting me in this thy temple a glorious 
revenge for my murdered hulband.” This faid, (he dropped down, and 
expired : and die bridegroom at die altar of the goddefs expired with 
her. 


CHAP. XL. 

T I M O C L E A. 

TIMOCLEA was filter of Theagnes the Theban: that Theagnes, 
who fought Philip at Chanonea; when he called out, whither would 
yon purfue me ? and was anfwcred, even into Macedonia. After his 
death, when Alexander lacked Thebes; and fome were plundering the 
city in one part, and fome in another: a certain Thracian, named Hip¬ 
parchus, entered the houfe of Timoclca; after fupper forced her to his 
bed, and alfo infilled on her telling him, where Hie had depofited her 
trcafures. She acknowledged, Ihe had vafes, cups, and other pieces of 
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ornamental furniture, which on the city being taken flie laid (lie had 
depofited in a dr/ well. The Thracian preffed her immediately to attend 
him, and (hew him the place : which (he accordingly did ; conducting 
him through the garden, and. bringing him to the well. Fearing left 
any one (hould be beforehand with him, he eagerly entered it: but in- 
ftead of atreafure, found a fhowerof (tones: which Timoclea and her 
fen-ants difeharged upon him, and buried him under the pile. The 
Macedonians getting intelligence of the tranfatlion, feifed her, and car¬ 
ried her btfote Alexander. When flic confeflcd the fact: and laid, no 
terrors would make her repent of having fo glorioufly revenged the 
brutal violence, that the Barbarian had offered to her. Alexander ap¬ 
plauded her (pint; and exempted from the public!: calamity not only 
her, but all who could prove any relation to her. 

C H A P. XLI. 

E R Y X O. 

LEARCHUS was declared regent of the Cyrenenfians, during the 
minority of Battus fon of Arcefilaus: but intoxicated with power, 
foon became not only a king, but a tyrant; exerciung upon the citi¬ 
zens the moft atrocious acts of cruelty and injuftice. The mother of 
Battus was Eryxo, a woman of great modefty and exemplary virtue: 
for whom Learchus conceived a violent paflion, and made her propo- 
fals of marriage; on which fubject (lie referred him to her brothers. 
They, as it had been concerted between them and their After, demurring 
upon it, fliefenta fervantto Learchus, acquainting him that her bro¬ 
thers feemed to difapprove of it: but if he would give them a meeting 
at her houfe, a conference die apprehended might remove their prefent 
objections. So fair an opening feemed to him to premife a favourable 

iffue. 
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iffue. At night he repaired to Eryxo’s houfe without a guard: and on 
entering found there Polyarchus her eldeft brother, attended by two 
youths, armed, and in waiting to receive him j who immediately fell 
upon him, and flew him. They then proclaimed Battus king; and 
reftored to the Cyrenenfians their antientform of government. 

CHAP. XLII. 

PYTHOPOLIS. 

PYTHES, in his dominions having difeovered forne gold mines, fet 
all his men at work in digging, fearching for, and cleaning the ore: 
no bufmefs but that was carried on either by land or fea. The people 
were all uneafy at the land being fuffered to lie uncultivated: as in the 
mean time there was likely to be had no corn, no fruits, nor any thing 
for the purpofes of life. The women entreated the wife of Pithes to 
ufe her influence with herhulband on this fubjeft of general complaint. 
She bade them not be uneafy; and affured them flie would. Accord¬ 
ingly fending for fome goldfmiths, Ihe ordered diem to make her in gold 
fifli, ripe fruits, cakes, and meats of various kind. Pythes, on his return 
from a journey, afked if fupper was ready. When a golden table was 
placed before him, covered with the refemblance of various eatables, all 
worked up in gold. Pythes much admired the workmanlhip: then or¬ 
dered them to be taken away, and the fupper to be brought. Other diflies 
were accordingly ferved up: and others after them: but in all were ferved 
up only the refemblance of viands in gold. Pythes in a rage defired 
her to have done with her lhew, and let him have his fupper; for he 
was fatigued and hungry. You do not confider, replied his wife, that 
victuals are fcarce to be procured. The whole country is employed in 
ranfacking the bowels of the earth for gold: and unlefs we can eat it, 
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we muft all foon ftarve. Pythes, convinced of the propriety of this 
remonftrance, ordered the people from the mines; and directed them to 
employ fhemfelves in hufbandry, and other ufeful occupations. 

CHAP. XLIII. 

chrysame. 

CNOPUS, defeended from the family of the Codridas, made war on 
an Ionian colony, that had been planted at Erythra. And having been 
directed by the oracle to commit the condudt of the expedition to a 
Theflalian prieftefs of Hecate, he fent an embaffy to the Theflalians, 
informing them of the declaration of the oracle; which returned with 
the prieftefs Chryfame. Pofiefied of great Ikill in the occult qualities 
of herbs, Ihe chofe out of the herd a large and beautiful bull, gilded 
his horns, decorated him with garlands, and purple ribbands embroi¬ 
dered with gold, and mixing in his fodder a medicinal herb that will 
excite madnefs, ordered him to be kept in the ftall and fed upon it. 
The efficacy of this medicine was fuch, that not only the beaft that eat 
it was feifed with madnefs; but all, who eat of the flefh of it, when in 
inch a ftate, were feifed with the fame difeafe. The enemy having 
encamped againft her, the directed an altar to be railed in fight of 
them; and, every preparation for a facrifice being made, the bull was 
brought out: when, the medicine operating, he. broke loofe; and run 
wild into the plain, roaring, and tilting at every thing he met. The 
Erythneans feeing the victim, intended for the enemy's facrifice,. running 
towards their camp, confidered it as a happy omen, feifed the beaft, and 
offered him up in facrifice to their gods; every one, iii participation of 
the facrifice, eating a piece of the flefh. The whole army was foon after 
feifed with madnefs, and exhibited the fame marks of wildnefs and frenzy 

the 
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the bull had done. Chryfame, obferving this, dire&ed Cnopus imme¬ 
diately to draw out his forces, and charge the enemy. Incapable of 
making any defence, the Erythraeans were cut to pieces; and Cnopus 
made himfelf mailer of Erythra, a great and flourilhing city. 

CHAP. XLIV. 

POLYCLE A. 

/EATUS the fon of Philip had an only filler named Polyclua, 
defeended with him from the Heraclidas. The oracle having declared, 
that whichever of the family Ihould firft crofs the Achelous, Ihould 
pollefs the city, and enjoy the throne; while he was engaged in a war 
with the Boeotians, who had formerly fettled themfelves in Theflaly, 
and the army was preparing to pafs the Achelous, Polyclea bound up her 
foot, pretending to have hurt it, and requefted her brother to carry 
her acrofs the river. With her defire, fufpedling no defign, he readily 
complied, gave his flricld to his armour-bearer, and took his filler on 
his Ihoulders: who, as he approached the oppofite bank, leaped from 
him on Ihore; and turning to /Eatus, “ Remember, ‘ faid flie,’ the 
oracle; by whofe declaration the kingdom is mine: for I firft reached 
'the Ihore.” /Eatus, pleafed with the device, and captivated with the 
gild’s addrefs, married, and lhared the kingdom with her. The pro- 
du£l of the marriage was a fon, whofe name was Theffalus: from 
whom the city was afterwards called Thelfalia. 
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CHAP. XLV. 

LEiENA. 

HOW Ariftogiton and Harmodius delivered Athens from the ty¬ 
rant’s yoke, is known to every Greek. Ariftogiton had a miftrefs, 
whofe name was Leaena. Hippias ordered her to be examined by tor¬ 
ture, as to what {he knew of the confpiracy; having with great refo- 
lution long borne the various cruelties that had been exercifed on her, 
left the further increafe of pain ftiould extort from her any difcovery, 
{he with her own hand cut out her tongue. The Athenians in memory 
of her erected in the veftibule of die tower the ftatue of a lionefs in brafs., 
without a tongue. 


CHAP. XL VI. 

THEMISTO. 

PHILO the fon of Phricodemus the tyrant became enamoured of 
Themifto, daughter of Critho the OEanthian. The tyrant demanded 
her for his fon in marriage; and was by her father refufed. In refent- 
ment of the affront, Phricodemus ordered Critho’s fons to be expofed 
to wild beafts before the eyes of their father and mother: then feifed 
the daughter, and gave her in marriage to his fon. Themifto, thus 
forced to his embraces, under her robe concealed a fword; with which 
in the night, while the bridegroom was afleep, {he fo fecretly diipatched 
him, that not the leaft noife was heard. She then found means to 
efcapeoutof thehoufe, and fled to the {hore: where {he found a boat; 
went into it, and committing herfelf to the mercy of the wind and 

waves, 



STRATAGEMS OF WAR. 


349 


waves, was carried to a city of Achaia, in which was a temple of 
Neptune: where (he took refuge. Thither Phricodemus fent his other 
fon Heracontes, the brother of him that had been murthered, to de¬ 
mand the girl of the Elicenlians: who, in conformity with the tyrant’s 
requifitions, delivered her up. But the lliip had fcarce got under fail, 
when a violent ftorm arofe; which drove them to Rhium a town in 
Achaia: where two Acarnanian veflels, the Acarnanians being at that 
time at open war with tile tyrant, made prize of the lliip, and carried 
it to Acarnania. The people there, as foon as they were informed of 
the tranfaction, bound Heracontes, and delivered him up to the dif- 
pofal of the girl. The tyrant then fent an embafly to her, requefting 
his fon: whom flie promifed to give up, after ihe had received her 
parents. Phricodemus accordingly fent her parents: but the Acarna¬ 
nians notwithftanding would not deliver up Heracontes; but fcourged 
him, and afterwards put him to death. The tyrant himfelf not many 
days afterwards fell by the hand of his citizens. And, what is remark¬ 
able, the inhabitants of Elice with their city were not long afterwards 
ingulphed in the fea, which fwelled over them by an earthquake: 
Neptune thus feeming to have revenged himfelf on them for the indig¬ 
nity they had offered him, in delivering up a fugitive, that had fled for 
refuge to his Ihrine. 


CHAP. XL VII. 

PHERETIMA. 

AROESILAUS fon of Battus king of the Cyrenians by a fedition 
of the p;ople was driven from his kingdom: when his mother Phere- 
tima failed to Cyprus, to fupplicate the affiftance of Euelthon king of 
Salamis. The Cyprian however was deaf to her entreaties: and Arce- 

filaus 
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filaus at lad entered into the fervice of Greece; where he acquired 
great wealtli, and recovered his kingdom. But being too fevere in the 
punishments he exacted on fome of his enemies, he was flain by the 
neighbouring Barbarians. Amidft all thefe calamities Pheretima did 
not lole her fpirit, but applied to Aryandes an /Egyptian prince; and 
repeating fome obligations lhe had formerly an opportunity of con¬ 
ferring on Cambyfes, (lie was fupplied with a powerful force: with 
which lhe attacked the Cyrenians both by fea and land, revenged the 
death of her fon, and re-inflated her family on the throne. 

CHAP. XL VIII. 

A X I O T H E A. 

PTOLEMY king of /Egypt having fent a powerful force to difpof- 
fefs Nicocles of his kingdom; both he and his brothers, rather than 
fubmit to flavery, fell by their own hands. Axiothea the wife of Ni¬ 
cocles, emulous of the glorious refolution of the deceafed, afl'embled 
their fillers, mothers, and wives; and exhorted them not to fubmit to 
any thing unworthy of their family. Accordingly barring the doors of 
the women’s apartments, while the citizens were crowding into the 
palace, with their children in their arms they fet fire to the houfe: fome 
difpatchcd themfelves with the fword, and others refolutely leaped into 
the flames. Axiothea, who was the promoter of the enteiprife, after 
lhe had feen them all thus glorioufly fall, firfc ftabbed, and then threw 
herfelf into the fire; to preferve even her dead body from falling into 
the hands of the enemy. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XLIX. 

ARCHIDAMIS. 

PYRRHUS king of Epire in a bloody battle having defeated the 
Lacedaemonians, marched againft the city: when they came to a refo- 
lution to convey their wives and children to Crete; and themfelves to try 
the fortune of another battle: determined either to obtain the victory, 
or at a dear price to fell their lives. But Archidamis the daughter of 
king Cleades rejected the propofal, alledging that Spartan women ought 
with their hulbands to live, and die. They therefore infilled on lharing 
in die operations of war: fome fetched the tools, others dug in the fofle, 
fome again were employed in fliarpening the amis, and others affifted 
in drelfing the wounded. The fpirit of the women gave new refolutlon 
to the Spartans: who again took the field > engaged Pyrrhus, and de¬ 
feated him. 


CHAP. L. 

PANARISTES. 

ANTIOCHUS, firnamed Deus, married Laodice his filler by the 
fathers's fide, and had by her Seleucus. He alfo afterwards married Bere¬ 
nice, daughter of king Ptolemy; by whom he had likewife a fon: and 
dying, while he was in his infancy, he left his kingdom to Seleucus. 
Laodice not thinking her fon fectire on the throne, while the fon of 
Berenice was living, fought means to procure his death. Berenice in¬ 
voked the pity and ailiilance of her hulband's fubjefts : but too late; 
The allaffins however exhibited to the people a child very like him, they 

had 
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had murthered; declared him to be the royal infant, whom they had 
lpared; and a guard was appointed for his perfon. Berenice had alfo a 
guard of Gallic mercenaries; and a fortified citadel appointed for her 
refidence : and the people fworc allegiance to her. By the fuggeftions of 
Ariftarchus her phyfician, lhe now conceived herfelf perfectly fecure; 
and hoped to reconcile to her all who had before been inimical to her 
pretenfions. But their object in the oath they had taken to her was only 
to throw her off her guard: which effected, (he was privately affafii- 
nated. And feveral of the women, who were about her, fell in attempting 
to fave her. Panarifte however, Mania, and Gethofyne buried the body 
of Berenice, and in the bed on which Hie had been murthered, placed 
another woman in her ftead; pretending the was ftill living, and likely 
to recover of the wound lhe had received. And of this they perfuaded 
her fubjects, till Ptolemy the father of the dcceafed ai rived; who dis¬ 
patched letters into the countries round in the names of his daughter 
and her fon, as if ftill alive: and by this ftratagem of Panarifte fecured 
to himfelf without a (ingle engagement the whole country from Taurus 
to India. 


CHAP. LI. 

T H E A N O. 

THEANO the mother of Paufanias, after he had been convifted of 
a defign to betray the city to the Medes, and had taken refuge in the 
temple of Minerva Chalcixcn, from whence the law ftriclly forbids to 
force the fuppliant, thither immediately repaired; and laid a brick, (lie 
carried with her, at the door. The Lacedaemonians, in admiration of 
her prompt thought and refolution, carried alfo every one a brick to the 
door of the temple. And the door way thus blocked up, without forc¬ 
ing 
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ing die fuppliant from die altar, the traitor pcriflied by being blocked 
up in the temple. 


CHAP. LII. 

D E I D A M E I A. 

DEIDAMEIA, the daughter of Pyrrhus, attacked and took Ambra- 
cia; to revenge the death of Ptolemy. And on the Epirots fuppliandy 
fuing for peace, file granted it only on condition of their acknowledging 
her hereditary rights, and the honours of her ancestors. This they 
engaged to do, without any intention to obferve their engagement. For 
fome of them immediately formed a defign againft her life, and btibed 
Neftor one of Alexander’s guards to murthcr her: who, ftruck with her 
majeftic dignity, fixedhis eyes on the ground as in meditation, and return¬ 
ed without accomplilhing his purpofe. She then withdrew to the temple 
of Diana Hegemone, where Milo, who had been guilty of parricide, with 
a drawn fvvord purfued her. She had juft time to call out, to him, 
“ Slaughter, thou matricide, on (laughter raife." 

When Milo aimed a blow, and flew her in the temple. 

CHAP. LIII. 

ARTEMISIA... 

ARTEMISIA in the naval battle at Salamis finding the Perfians 
defeated, and herfelf near falling into the hands of the Greeks, ordered 
the Perfian colours to be taken down; and the mailer of the (hip to 
bear down upon, and attack a Perfian veffel, that was palling by her. 
The Greeks, feeing this, fuppofed her to be one of their allies, drew 
Yy off. 
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off, and left her; directing their forces againft other parts of the Per- 
fian fleet. Artemifia in the mean time fheered off; andefcaped fafe 
to Caria. 

2. Artemisia, the daughter of Lygdamis, funk a fhip of the 
Calyndenfian allies, which was commanded by Damafithymus. The 
king in acknowledgment of her gallantry fent her a compleat fuit of 
Grecian armour; and prefented the captain of the fhip with a diftaff 
and fpindle. 

3. Artemisia always chofe a long fhip; and carried on board, 
with her Grecian, as well as Barbarian, colours. And when fhe 
chafed a Grecian fhip, fhe hoifted Barbarian colours; but when chafed 
by a Grecian fhip, fhe hoifted Grecian colours; that the enemy might 
miftake her for a Greek, and give up the purfbit. 

4. Artemisia planted an ambufcade near Latmus r and herfelf 
with a numerous train of women, eunuchs, and mufioians, celebrated, 
a facrifice at the grove of the mother of the gods; diftant about feven 
miles from the city. The Latmians came out to fee the magnificent 
proceffion:. when the ambufcade entered, and took poffeffion of the 
city. Thus did Artemifia by flutes and cymbals poflefs herfelf of what 
fhe had in vain endeavoured by force of arms to obtain. 

5. Artemisia, queen of Caria, fought as an ally to Xerxes againft 
the Greeks. And at the famous battle of Salamis, the king acknow¬ 
ledged her to have fignalifed herfelf above all the officers in the fleet. 
And even in the heat of the aftion obferving the manner, in which fhe 
diftinguifhed herfelf, he exclaimed: “O Jupiter, furely of man’s-ma¬ 
terials you have formed women, and of woman’s men.” 
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CHAP. LIV, 

TANIA. 

TANIA the wife of Zenis, prince of Dardania, after the death of 
her hufband, with the afliftance of Pharnabazus governed the realm. 
Drawn in a chariot, Ihe always went to battle, gave her orders at the 
time of action, formed her lines, and rewarded every man who be¬ 
haved well, as fhe faw he deferved. And, what has fcarcely happened 
to any general except herfelf, lhe never fuffered a defeat. But Medius, 
who had married her daughter, and from that near relation might 
have been fuppofed faithful to her, fecretly entered her apartments, 
and murthered her. 


CHAP. LV. 

TIRG ATAO. 

TIRGATAO, of Mseotis, married Hecafeeus king of the Sinti, a 
people who inhabit a little above the Bofphorus. He had been expelled 
his kingdom; but was reinftated in his throne by Satyrus, tyrant of 
the Bofphorus: who gave him his daughter in marriage; but enjoined 
him to kill his former wife. As he paflionately loved the Mseotian, 
he could not think of killing her; but confined her in a ftrong caftle: 
from whence however lhe found means to make her efcape. In fear 
left lhe fliould excite the Mseotians to war, Hecatseus and Satyrus 
made ftridt fearch after her: which fhe happily eluded, travelling 
through lonely and defert ways; hiding herfelf in the woods in the 
day, and purfuing her journey in the night. At laft fhe reached the 
Y y 2 country 
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country of the Ixomata: where her own family poffeffed the throne. 
Her father was dead: and his fucceflor in the kingdom Ihe afterwards 
married. She then excited the Ixomatse to war; and engaged many 
warlike nations about the Mseotis to join the alliance: when the con¬ 
federates firft invaded the country of Hecatous; and afterwards ravaged 
the dominions of Satvrus. Harraffed by a war, in which they found 
themfelves infericur to the enemy, they fent an embaffy to l’rre for 
peace: accompanied by Metrodorus fon of Satyrus, who was offered 
as a hoftage. This on ftipulated terms (lie granted: to the obfervance 
of which they engaged themfclves by oath. But no fooner had they 
made the oath, than they planned fchemes to break it. Satyrus pre¬ 
vailed on two of his friends, to revolt to her, and put themfelves under 
her protection; the more eafily to find an opportunity to affaffinate 
her. On their revolt Satyrus wrote a letter, to demand them: which 
fhe anfwered, by alledging the law of nations juftified her in protecting 
thofe, who had placed themfelves under her protection. The two re¬ 
volted one day requefting an audience of her, while one was entertain¬ 
ing her with a pretended matter of importance, the other with a draw n 
fword levelled a blow at her, which fell upon her girdle: and the 
guards immediately feifed, and fecured them. They were afterwards 
examined by torture; and confeffed the whole plot: when Tirgatao 
ordered the hoftage to execution; and with fire and fword laid wafte 
the territories of Satyrus. Stung with remorfe and forrow for the ca¬ 
lamities he had brought upon himfelf and country, he died in the 
midft of an unfuccefsful war: leaving his fon Gorgippus to fucceed 
him in the throne. Abjuring his father’s proceedings, he fued to her 
for peace; which on payment of a tribute fhe granted, and put an 
end to the war. 




CHAP. 
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CHAP. LVI, 

A M A G E. 

AMAGE the wife of Medofaccus king of the Sarmatians, who in¬ 
habit the maritime parts of Pontica, obferving her hulband to be totally 
given up to luxury, took the reins of government into her own hands. 
She determined caufes, ftationed her garrifons, repulfed the invafions 
of enemies; and diretted every thing with fo great ability, that her 
fame extended through all Scythia. The Cherrhonefitcs, who’inhabit 
Taurica, and had been much harrafled by a king of the adjacent Scy- 
thians, had heard of Aniage's fame; and requefted an alliance with her. 
In confequence of a treaty formed between the two nations, flie wrote 
to the Scythian prince, not to repeat his ravages in the Cherronefe: 
who treated her prohibition with contempt. When with a hundred 
and twenty men of tried courage, and extraordinary ftrength, each of 
them provided with three horfes, in one night and day flie ftretched a 
march of twelve hundred furlongs; and unexpectedly arriving at the 
palace, flew all the"guard. And while the Scythians, confounded 

as in a moment of imminent danger, conceived her force to be much 
greater than it really was, Amage rulhing into the palace, where flie 
had made her firft attack, flew the Scythian, his friends, and relations; 
and put the Cherronefites in free pofleflion of their country. To the 
fon of the Scythian prince flie gave his hereditary dominions: caution¬ 
ing him to take warning by his father’s death; and not intrench upon 
the territories of his neighbours. 




CHAP. 
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CHAP. LVII. 

A R S IN O E. 

ARSINOE, after the death of her hufband Lyfimachus, while the 
city of Ephefus remained diltrafted with feditions, and the faftion in 
the interefts of Seleucus threw the Lyfimachians from tlie walls, and 
fet open the gates, placed a Have in the royal bed-chamber; whom Ihe 
drefled in her own robes, and polled a llrong guard at the door. Then 
drefling herfelf in ragged cloaths, and disfiguring her face, Ihe palled 
through a private door, run to the lhips, and going on board immedi¬ 
ately weighed anchor and made her efcape. Menecrates in the mean 
lime, one of the adverfe generals, forced his way into the bed-chamber, 
and flew the fervant Ihe had left there, railtaking her for Arfinoe. 

CHAP. LVIII. 

CRATESIPOLIS. 

CRATESIPOLIS, who had long fought in vain for an opportunity 
of betraying the Acrocorinthus to Ptolemy, having been repeatedly 
allured by the mercenaries, who compofed the guard, that the place 
was tenable, applauded their fidelity and bravery : however, faid Ihe, it 
may not be improper to fend for a re-inforcement ijbijm Sicyon. For 
this puipofe, Ihe openly fent a letter of requeft to the Sicyonians; and 
privately an invitation to Ptolemy: whofe troops were difpatched in the 
night, admitted as the Sicyonian allies, and without the concurrence 
or privity of the guards put in pofielfion of the Acrocorinthus. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. LVIII. 

THE PRIESTESS. 

DURING the liege of Pellene, which was carried on by the Aito* 
Hans; from a high hill, oppofite to the tower where the Pellenenfians 
ufed to am, on the feftival of Minerva the prieftefs of that goddefs,. 
who was the talleft and handfomeft virgin that could be picked out, 
according to annual cuftom, in a full fuit of elegant armour and a 
three-plumed helmet led.the proceffion of the day. The Aitolians feeing 
a virgin come out in arms from the temple of Minerva, and advance at 
the head of the armed citizens, fuppofed it was the goddefs herfelf, who 
was come to their proteftion; and immediately raifed thefiege. In then - re- 
treat.the Pellenenfians purfued, and madeno fmall havock amongft them; 

CHAP. XVI.. 

C Y N A N E. 

CYNANE, the daughter of Philip, was famous for her military 
knowledge: fhe conducted armies, and in the field charged at the head 
of them. In an engagement with the Illyrians, Ihe with her own hand: 
flew Caeria their queen; and with great daughter defeated the Illyrian 
army. She married Amyntas, fon of Perdiccas j and, foon after lofing. 
him, never would take a fecond hulband. By Amyntas Ihe had an only 
daughter named Eurydice: . to whom Ihe gave a military education, and. 
inftrufted her in the fcience of war. Upon Alexander’s death, in ex- 
clufion of the royal family, his generals parcelling out his dominions 
among themfelves, Ihe crofled the Strymon; forcing her way in the 

face.- 
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face of Antipater, who difputed her paft'age over it. She then paffed 
the Hellefpont, to meet the Macedonian army : when Alcetas with a 
powerful force advanced to give her battle. The Macedonians at firft 
paufed at the fight of Philip’s daughter, and the filler of Alexander: while 
after reproaching Alcetas with ingratitude, undaunted at the number of 
his forces, and his formidable preparations for battle, Ihe bravely engag¬ 
ed him; refolved upon a glorious death, rather than, ftripped of her do¬ 
minions, accept a private life, unworthy the daughter of Philip. 

CHAP. LXI. 

P Y S T A. 

PYSTA the wife of Seleucus, firnamed Callinicus, when he was 
defeated by the Gauls at Ancyra, falling into the hands of the enemy, 
threw afide her royal robe, put on the ragged drefs of an inferiour fer- 
vant, and as fuch was fold among the prifoners. After having been 
conveyed amongft the reft of the Haves to Rhodes, (he there made a dif- 
covery of herfelf. The Rhodians immediately re-purchafed her of the 
buyer, habited her in a manner fuitable to her rank, and conduced her 
to Axitiochia. 


CHAP. LXII. 

E P I C H A R I S. 

PI SO and Seneca were accufed of a confpiracy againft Nero : and 
Mellas, a brother of Seneca, having a miftrefs whofe name was Epicha- 
ris, Nero examined her by torture, concerning what (lie might know 
of the plot: winch ihe refolutely bore without making any difeovery. 

She 
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She was therefore for the prefent difmiffed: but three days afterwards 
was ordered to be brought again in a litter j in which as (he was carri¬ 
ed, Ihe pulled off her girdle, and ftrangled herfelf with it. As foon as 
tire men, who had the charge of the litter, had brought it to the place 
of torture; they fet it down, and bade Epicharis come forth: but on 
examining the litter, they found only a dead corpfe. The circumftance 
exceedingly irritated the tyrant: finding himfelf thus over-reached by 
a proftitute. 


CHAP. LXIII. 

THE MILESIAN WOMEN. 

A GENERAL defpondency once poffeffed the young women of Mi- 
letum : many of whom for no vifible reafon deftroyed themfelves. A 
Milefian woman at laft advifed, that thofe, who were guilty of filicide, 
Ihould be dragged through the forum. The advice was followed; and 
had its defired effeft: for dread of the ignominy, that would attend 
their bodies after death, rivetted them to a life; which the horrors of 
death itfelf could not effeft. 

CHAP. LXIV. 

THE MEL IAN WOMEN. 

AFTER die Melians under the conduit of Symphaeus had eftablifhed 
themfelves in Cana; the Carians, who were fettled at Ciyafus, grew 
jealous of their confequence, and anxious to get rid of them. With 
that view, they made a publick entertainment, and invited the Melians 
to partake of it. But a Carian virgin, who had conceived a paffion for 
Z z Svmphieus, 
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Symphams, difcovered to him their defign. He then returned anfwer 
to the invitation of the Carians; that it was the cuftom of the Greeks 
to attend no entertainments without their wives. They were therefore 
defircd to bring their wives with them. The Melians accordingly went, 
in their tunics, and unarmed: but their wives, every one carried a fword 
in her bofom, and placed herfelf by her hufband. In the midft of the 
entertainment, obferving a. Carian give a fignal, the women inftantly 
opened their bofoms, and gave every man Iris fword: who falling upon 
the Barbarians, cut them to pieces j and took pofleffion of their city 
and d.oraains. 


CHAP, LXV. 

THE PHOCfEAN WOMEN. 

IN a war, that was carried on with fo great animoftty between the 
Phocaeans and Theffalians; that the latter had made a refolution to 
give no quarter to any Phocaean that bore arms, and to reduce their 
wives and children to llavery j the Phdctean women previous to the 
battle collected a great quantity of wood, which they piled up, and 
mounted it with their children: vowing, as foon as they faw their huf- 
bands defeated, to fet fire to the pile, and expire in the flames. This 
refolution of the women produced correlpondent bravery in the. men t 
who fought obftinately, and obtained the viftory. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. LXVI. 

THE CHIAN WOMEN. 

THE Chians and Erythraans had been long at war about the 
pofleflion of Leuconia; when the Chians, finding the enemy too power*- 
ful for them, demanded a truce, and engaged to evacuate the place, 
taking with them only their cloak and tunic. The Chian women were 
enraged at the terms: and prefied the men not to relinquifh their arms. 
The men told them, they had engaged by oath to do it. The women 
perfifted in their advice, by no means to part with their arms: and 
propofed to them, in obfervance of their oath to fay, by their cloak 
and tunic they meaned their fpear and fliield; it being the cuftom of 
their country to call their Ipear a cloak, and their fword a tunic... The 
Chians followed the women’s advice: and, by thus Ihewing their deter¬ 
mination to defend themfelves, became afterwards more formidable to 
the Erythrseans. 


CHAP. LXVII. 

THE THASIAN WOMEN. 

THE Thafians clofely befieged, and in want of cords to tie together 
the machines, which againft the enemy’s works they erefted on their 
walls; the women Ihaved their heads, and twitting their hair, made 
it into bands, which were ufed in framing their machines. 
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CHAP. LXVIII. 

THE ARGIVE WOMEN. 

PYRRHUS, king of Epire, having on the invitation of Ariftnsus 
the Argive undertaken sn expedition againft Argos; the Argives afiem- 
bled in arms at the forum: while the women from the houfe tops with 
ftones and bricks attacked the Epirots, and obliged them to retreat; 
and Pyrrhus himfelf was killed in the attack, by the difcharge of a 
brick, which llruck him on the temples. The Argive women on this 
occafion obtained immortal reputation in the conqueft and death of 
Philip, the moll warlike prince of the age, 

CHAP. LXIX. 

THE ACARNANIAN WOMEN. 

THE Astolians after a long war with the Acamanians, were at laft 
introduced into the city by treachery. The Acamanians in the hour of 
danger fought bravely, but were overpowered. The women got upon 
the tops of the houfes; and from thence difcharging ftones and 
bricks, killed many of the enemy.: and by exhortations, remon- 
ftrances, and fupplications, when the men before fuperiour numbers 
were obliged to retreat, they rallied them, and brought them back to 
the charge. And at laft, when every effort failed, and thofe who fur- 
rived the carnage were taken; the women clinging to them, whether 
their hulbands, parents, or brothers, heldfo clofe, that the enemy 
unable to feparate them, were forced to kill both men. and women 
together.. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. LXX. 

THE CYRENIAN WOMEN. 

PTOLEMY having made war on the Cyrenians, they committed to 
Lycopus an AEtolian general the whole conduct of the war. And while 
the men engaged in the field; the women alfo took their fliaie of duty: 
they made the palifades, dug the trench, fupplied the men with darts, 
took care of the wounded, and prepared their provifions. The men at 
length being moft of them cut off, Lycopus changed the conftitution 
into a monarchy: for which the women fo perfecuted him with their 
reproaches, that he ordered many of them to execution, to which they 
chearfully and gladly ran. 

c h a p. -Lxxr, 

THE LACEDAsMONIAf^' WOMEN. 

THE daughters of the Lacedaefcbhi&i&ibarried the Minyans: who' 
were defcended from the Argohatits.' And in confequence of thefe; 
marriages, they were by the Lacedaemonians admitted to a fliare of the 
government.. But not contented with that, they attempted to make 
themfelves abfolute. The Spartans thereupon feifed them, and threw 
them into prifon. Their daughters- 

[<8» far Polyanus. ‘the remainder of the Stratagem is wanting: hut' 
may however be thus fupplied from the fourth Book of Herodoitts .] 
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The wives of the Minyans, and daughters of die principal Lace¬ 
demonians, entreated permiffion to vilit dieir hufbands in the prifon 
the night before their intended execution: which was accordingly grant¬ 
ed. And in the prifon they exchanged dreffes widi dieir hufbands : who 
thus fumifhed made their efcape in women's difguife. They afterwards 
ported themfelves on mount Taygetus; and by the intervention of Thera 
had their wives reftored to them, with free permiffion to remove, and 
fettle themfelves wherever they pleafed. 




